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IU's also not proper to alienate and scom people who
desecrale the Shabbat. It’s our duty to befriend them
and encourage them in the fulfilment of mitzvot. Our
sages have explained that when a transgressor who sinned
volitionally enters a synagogue to pray, he is to be
welcomed and not subjected to derision. In this ruling,
they relied on the counsel of King Solomon of blessed
memory: ‘a thief shouldn't be despised for stealing.’
Don't despise transgressors in Isracl when they secretly
come (o pray and steal mitzvot.
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“In truth, today, even free thinkers and transgressors
are prevalent that do not deliberately transgress, but
are led astray by others. It is a great Mitzvah (o show
them compassion and (o teach them the correct path as
it says, ‘And you will teach them the path they should walk
in ctc.’ Those Torah scholars whom the Almighty has endowed
with wisdom and understanding and have the ability to heal
our nations breach and to show them the path leading to Hashem,
should not hesitate at this critical juncture, but with all Y
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You sha’l not steal, you shall not deny falsely, and you shall not lie one man

tohus fellow
Narme ofgﬂur God — lam HesHgx. 2

shaifl not
morning.

biock before the blind:* you

* You shall not swear falsely by My Name, thereby desecrating the
You shali not cheai your fellow and you
rob; a worksr's wage shall not remain with gnu overnigh! unty
“ You shail nal curse the deaj, and you shall not place a stumbiing
shali fear y our God — I'am Has
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1 HY o R wwe kYY1 — FROM WHERE do we derive
the law THAT A PERSON SHOULD NOT EXTEND A CUP OF WINE TO A
NAZIRJY 1212350710 72X — NORA LIMB taken FROM A LIVING
[ANIMAL} TONOAHITES?® 119 1m5n — For SCRIPTURE STATES:
“twan inn X9 oS, — AND BEFORE A BLIND PERSON YOU
SHALL NOT PLACE A STUMBLING BLOCK.'™
The Gemara develops its question:
x37 & — But herein the Baraisa, 513120 8537 — even if
we would not give [the nazir or the Noahite] the forbidden
item, WX [(9pw) 09pw) — he could take it himself, =aym
~bwan 1nn X% 1w anY, mwn — yet (the one handing him the
forbidden item] transgresses on account of And before a blind
person you shall not place a stumbling block. Clearly, this verse
applies even when the opportunity to sin already exists. If so, the
same should apply to one selling an animal to an idolater: Even if
the idol worshiper has his own animal, it should be forbidden to
sell him another one!
The Gemara answers:

POy 83 X273 — What are we dealing with here in the
Baraisa? x7mmay anaxpt1 — Where[the person extending

the forbidden item and the person taking the forbidden item]
are located on two sides of a river, In this case, the latter cannot
access the forbidden item without assistance from the former. The
one extending the forbidden item thus creates the opportunity to
sin.'# )

The Gemara lends support to this understanding of the Baraisa:
M) X'1 ~ A precise reading of the Baraisa also supports this
interpretation, vww X% wnp1 — for the Baraisa states, ‘s
PERSON SHOULDNOTEXTEND .. .,”  1n' X% uny 851 — and does
not state ‘A person should not hand .. ."*

The Gemara concludes:
7y ynw — Indeed, infer from this that the Baraisa is dealing
with a case where they are standing on opposite sides of a river,
and only then is it prohibited to give the nazir or Noahite Lhe
forbidden item, because he thereby creates the opportunity to sin.
Similarly, the seller of an animal to an 1dolater would transgress
the commandment, And before a blind person do not place a stum-
biing block, only where the idolater did not own ancther animal.*

The Gemara presents no further proofs to decide the reason for
the ban.*
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Our Rabbis taught- A man should not give any bread to the P2 BEIY TENE SN NTT 30 un
waiter while the cup jof wine} is i the hand {of the wawter] or bpa e
‘A s hest's hand, lest there nccur a mushap at the table If the mves mhebs ~am
waiter has not washed his hands. one may not put beeodinw his STV
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RABBI AZRIEL

Rabbi Azriel Hildesheimer was born in 1820 in Halberstadt, Germany, and died in 1899 in Berlin. The scion of a
rabbinical family, Hildesheimer studied at the yeshivah of Rabbi Jacob Ettlinger (g.v.) in Altona, who recognized
Hildesheimer as his foremost disciple. Hildesheimer studied with Hakham Isaac Bernays in Hamburg. During
1851-1869, Hildesheimer served as rabbi and head of the yeshivah in Eisenstadt, Hungary, and was later mvited to
serve as rabbi of the Orthodox congregation Adat Israel in Berlin. The rabbinical seminary which he established in
Berlin in 1874, later called the Hildesheimer Seminary, became famous throughout the world, and produced
generations of rabbis, scholars, and communal leaders. His educational philosophy called for the use of general
knowledge as an auxiliary to Torah study. Rabbi Hildesheimer was active in communal affairs, both in his
congregation and throughout the world. He fought a vigorous battle against the Reform movement and toiled
tirelessly for Jewish settlement in Israel, as a result of which he was called the "Prince of Eretz Israel." Hildesheimer
was renowned for his great Torah erudition, although he published little in his lifetime, due to involvement i his
many other activities. He produced an annotated edition of the Halachot Gedolot, novellae on the Talmud, and
responsa, which discuss halachic issues dealing with Jewish observance in modern soclety
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N
It is permissible to invite even a person who lives at a distance from
the place of praver and to offer him a place to sleep close to that

. ) 3 j
iN(;‘ ate 5 T R Siterts ZﬂbWVWJ

place in a manner such that he will not need to desecrate the Sabbath.  gxa-yrIx yn21 NnNSv aan..

Even if he docs not accept the offer, there is no obligation to tell him
to refrain from coming because of that, nor is it necessary to admonish
him that it is forbidden to travel by automobile."’
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