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" The fear of HASHEM is the beginning of knowledge; foolish ones scomn wisdom
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and discipline. * ¢ Hear, my child, the discipline of your father, and do not forsake
{the'Teaching of your mother]® For they are an adornment of grace for your head
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Yisroel Miller

Mrs. Rosenberg’s Yeshiva

Where little scholars

8T0W in a carefully

controlled atmosphere combining the best
elements of Kelm, Slabodka, and Novardoj

In these days of Women'’s Liberation, I know that a
woman isn‘t-considered “fulfilled” unless she’s a bank
president, astronaut or congressman (congressperson?).
Still, I'm sure you'll understand my cousin Miriam’s

Kotler Yx1, and the story of his fight to build Torah
and yeshivos in America. Sh e inspired by the
idea of training young people in Torah, yiras s omayim

(fear of G- and good character, and by the thought of
actually making a yeshiva, a “mikdash m’at,” a place of
.. the Shechinag,
~re M€ Jnecmng

holiness for the Divine Presence .

Today, still idealistic (though no longer a teen-ager),
iriam — now Mrs. Rosenberg — has made her
yeshiva. The work is hard, like that of every Rosh
Yeshiva, but she has the rewards that come from true
accomplishment, and from seeing one’s dreams come

rue.
—————

The yeshiva is small — only four students — butshe’s

Esther, 2; Shaindy, 6 months; and of course the oldest,
who also helps in running the place, Shlomo, who's 31.

Mrs. Rosenberg is also Mashgiach (spiritual super-
visor and counselor) in her yeshiva, and the day begins
early. Like Rav Flia Lopian Y¥1, she personally
awakens her talmidim (except for Shaindy, who usually
gets up even earlier), encouraging them to look forward
to a wonderful Torah day. An enthusiastically sung
“Modeh-ani,” a shiur (class) in correct netilas yodayim
— washing (2 yr. old level}, and a brief talk on the joy of
tzitzis-wearing all punctuated with a general air of op-
timism and joie de vipre, '

Breakfast Session

The shiurim continue through breakfast, though
more by example than by precept: A child who hears an
audible brocha tends to make one as well, and no better

———————

YISROEL MILLER is @ member of the Kolel of Beth Medrash Govoha in
Lakewood, N.J,
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way exists to teach “saying thank-you to HaShem"
than to do so wholeheartedly oneself.

Like every good rebbi, Mrs, Rosenberg is equally
concerned with her talmidim’s physical well-being. She
chooses food for her dining room and mattresses for her
dormitory with carefu] deliberation, knowing that these
are mitzuos to compare with presentation of any shiur.

monizing. When a child sees that 3 broken vase arouses
parental disapproval, while slanderous lashon hora
does not, the lesson is not lost as to the relative impor-

- tance of the two. The wise teacher makes the proper ad-

Justment in her reactions (not to mention her conver-
sational tepics), preferring a smashed vase to asmashed
character.

Outdoor Learning

As Mrs. Rosenberg bundles Dovid up for the trip to
his “other” yeshiva (she cheerfully admits Rabbi
Goldstetn"s superiority in explaining Chumash, and
readily sends Dovid to better equipped rebbeim for a
good pazt of the day), she notices that it's begun to rain,
Rather than teach Dovid that life is one vast panorama
of human suffering (“Raining again? My new hair-do
— my day is ruined!”), she tries a different tack. ““Isn’t
it fun to walk in the rain? And Hashem is giving us
water & drink, and making the Flowers grow,” etc.
With a bit of forethought this shiur can be said with
real sincerity, especially if one practices by learning it
for oneself. And even if Dovid does not get a full ap-
preciation of the wonders of Creation, he at least es-
capes the fate of most people, who fee] doomed to mijs-
ery at the slightest change of climate not to their expec-

tation.
The Jewish Observer / January, 1977
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Just Like in Kelm

The next few hours, given over to dishwashing, bed-
making and meal preparing, are also special training for
two year old Esther, instructing her in needed skills and
a sense of responsibility. As in the great European
yeshiva of Kelm, all the talmidim do their share of
housewaork, and consider themselves honored to have a
share in the yeshiva’s upkeep.

Mrs. Rosenberg is also in charge of the purchasing
department, and plans her shopping carefully.
Although Shlomo is executive director and chief fund-
raiser (he views his 9-to-5 real estate job in a light
similar to that of Roshei Yeshivas’ fund-raising trips),
she, in charge of the budget, fully feels the importance
of not wasting the yeshiva’s income on extravagances
of little benefit. Of course, the little pleasures needed
for happiness and a relaxed atmosphere are also given
their due, just like any other mitzva.

Included in today’s shopping is the search for a
living-room couch. After consideration of the issues
(Do we really need it? Will it make guests feel more at
home? How much shall we spend?”’), inspection of the
potential purchase is made with all the scrutiny of a
professional esrog dealer (“Is it too ostentatious? Does
it add a feeling of warmth?”"). Likewise in buying a new
record (“Is this Jewish music? Will it give over
something beneficial to the children?”’) or a wall decora-
tion. According to the importance one gives one’s sanc-
tuary, so is the importance attached to details.

Supper, Slabodka-Style

Comes suppertime, and Shlomo returns home. Tired
though she is, Mrs. Rosenberg remembers reading how
the Mashgiach of the Slabodka Yeshiva worked two
years on “‘greeting every man with a smiling
countenance” (Avos), and she hides her own troubles,
to listen instead to the troubles of others.

Listening, sympathizing, comforting and counseling,
she helps Shlomo forget the hard day at the office, and
gives him the encouragement and incentive to go off to
his nightly Gemora class. She would like to have his
company, of course, but she willingly trades it for
something higher, sublimely sweeter.

And retiring at day’s end, she emulates Rav Yosef
“Yoizel”” Horvitz ¥1, of Novardok, thinking of each
talmid before going to sleep, trying to help each one
with a plan, a thought, a blessing and a prayer. With a
concluding “Shma,” another link is quietly added to
the eternal Jewish chain.

Mrs. Rosenberg’s yeshiva isn’t famous, and she
herself speaks at no conventions, makes no headlines.
But glory does not interest her, and she feels too full in-
side to have need of the applause of others. Praise just
embarrasses her, and I had to change her real name in

writing this article. But you'll recognize her, I'm sure; if

The Jewish Observer / January, 1977
TR,

she's not seated at the head table, it's because she'd
rather be taking the guests’ coats and making them feel
comfortable.

Like Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel Y31, the “Alter” of
Slabodka, she has no official title, even in her own
yeshiva. But she’s always there; taking care, keeping
things running, bringing the Shechina into the hearts of
her talmidim, and daily thanking Hashem for her lot,
portion and inheritance — that of a Jewish wife, and a
Jewish mother. o)
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DID YOU STUDY TORAH TODAY?

There are a thousand reasons why it's difficult. but not one
reason why it's impossible.
Let us help vou (free of charge) with:

0 a study group in YOUR home or neighborhood

O learning what YOU want to learn

{0 .. and when it's convenient for YOU.
Or arrange:

0 A personal “chavrusa” for vou

[0 A telephone “chavrusa”.
All levels of study!
Call us at (212) 964-1620. or write:

TORAH EDUCATION NETWORK
Adivision of Agudath Israel of America
5 Beeltman Street / New York. N.Y. 10038

Absolutely no charge or fee.

The Tragic Chronicle of - = .-
A Family of Renown in Jerusalem:::
Pesach, 1972 — father suddenly passes away . .. youngest
child two months old. T
Shevat, 1977— after a long illness, mother passes’ away,
leaving nine children, ages 7 and up, without parents of
any means of support. SR

- FUNDS are desperately needed to provide for the mar-
riages of three children and to cover the day-to-day needs
of the younger members of the shattered family . ... Need
we say more? . S

YOUR generaus donation will do much to relieve some
of their suffering. Upon request, funds received by Thurs-
day, March 3 (Taanis Esther) are guaranteed delivery on
Purim to qualify for matanos I'evyonim.

» E ] E * - :
Horav Yaakov Yeroel Kanievsky  Beis Din Tzedek—Fida Hachafeidis,
(the Steipler) Jerusalem .
Horav Shalom Yosef Elyashuv Horav Yaakov Kamenetzky
Horav Mashe Feinssin Horav Moshe Stern
Horav Eliezar M. Schach (Debretziner Rav)
(Ponovezh)_ Horav Shneur Kotler

. * . -
Rabbi Nosson Scherman

Rabbi Nisson Wolpin

Make checks payable to Mifal Tzeddaka Va’Chessed
{tax deductible)

Rabbi Yisroel Friedman
Rabbi Chaim Yitzrhunk Trenk

¢/o Yonoson ksrael/1680 59th St./Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204

13



