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The Gemara now establishes that R’ Yehoshua considers
rejoicing on the festivals a mitzvah:
x1307 — For it was taught in a Baraisa: 21X Ayt 3T ~ R
ELTEZERSAYS: 210 an3a7x% 15 X — A PERSON HAS NO absolute
obligation ON A FESTIVAL DAY. M} 2w 1K MWy 731K X X9
— RATHER, HE MAY EAT AND DRINK OR HE MAY SIT AND STUDY.!8
WIPHM MK YWD 137 — R’ YEHOSHUA SAYS: DIVIDE [THE DAY] -
MY 1719K7 ¥R — HALF OF IT should be devoted TO EATING AND
Dﬁm'mc, ' WAImT M3 NYmM - AND HALF OF IT should be
devoted TO THE STUDY HALL (i.e. to Torah study).i”

The Gemara presents the Biblical source of these two opinions:
par 39 amx) — And R' Yochanan said:  xpm omawn
wn7 nx — And they both expounded the same Scriptural
text in reaching their conclusions, as follows: X X 2303
ryabx ny nyy,, — One verse states,"® [there] shall be an
assembly to Hashem, your God, which implies that one shall
_observe the holiday by comsecrating: himself to God’s service.
| “ma% mAn Ny, MR TR 213 — But one other verse
states,™ [there] shall be an assembly for you, which implies
that one shall observe the holiday by partaking of physical

t delights. How is this apparent contradiction resolved?20 4

137 "19x — R' Eliezer holds that the verses offer two options
for observing Yom Tov:  B3% 1913 1% 1% 913 1% — by devoting it

i either exclusively to God, or exclusively to yourselves.!?!

{930y nm

in both verses must be fulfilled, as follows:

— But R’ Yehoshua holds that the requirements

nym aY ry¥n mphn WARI NI .WIP RWPD 172 MR 2w oy
237 — Divide (the day] by devoting half of it to God and half of '

. it to yourselves.
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* Raving, would fast the entire year,
. mmp7 xnph — except for Atzeres (ie. Shavuos), Purim and
* Yom Kippur eve.
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“fnonth that WE AFFLICT ourselves by fasting?!
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11y%K @7 mx (o oay) - (ABaM - a mnemonic.)® R’
Elazar said: nnyya ovmin Saa — All authorities concede in
(the case of] Atzeres™ p37 mwat - that we require also
“an assembly for you.”¢  rpyv wn — What is the reason?
X1 178 13 mAnw an - It is the dav on which the Torah was
XDUYN3 2 M ROY Y13 RPN M - Mar, the son of

1‘7;7:1 KIS KOYYR 125

niyy - He refrained from fasting on

. Atzeresbecause 17N MINNRY OV — that is the day on which
| the Torah was given. xime — He did not fast on Purim
! because 2N ANREY ANWR MY, — 10 observe them as days of

feasting and rejoicing is written concerning it.  xum hyn
ey~ Fmal y, he eschewed fasting on Yom Kippur eve for
the resson  *npTn 37 N3 XN NNT - that Chiya bar Rav from
the city of Difti taught in the following Baraisa: ©nun,,
| wInh Aywna op»nweitnx — Itis written:¥AND YOU SHALL
AFFLICT YOURSELVES ON THE NINTH OF THE MONTH (of Tishrei). .
1IYnn (o) Aywna '3) — NOW, is it ON THE NINTH day of the
Mwya k9m
PIynn — WHY, ITIS ON THE TENTH of Tishrei that WE so AFFLICT
OURSELVES! Why does Scripture stipulate “‘the ninth” when Yom
Kippur occurs on the tenth? 39 1% X9X — RATHER, it wishes
2 AYWn3 Amwl Y37 93 — ANYONE WHO
EATS AND DRINKS ON THE NINTH day IN [THEMONTH] W7y 117yn
MY WA NIYNR 171X3 31037 — SCRIPTURE REGARDS ASIF HE
AFFLICTS HIMSELF by fasting ON THE NINTH AND THE TENTH. 132]

- (Skavuos), Rav Yosef would say to his servants:

. doorway® and exclaim:
- my soul! Rejoice, my soul!

The Gemara relates how greatly one sage cherished the holiday

that commemorates the giving of the Torah:

Tpx RN7Y¥yT RpYa qoit 37 — Every year, on the day of Atzeres
K21V 7 M3y
xnon — “Prepare for me® a third-born calf ;3 px — and
he explained the reason for this lavish celebration as follows:
D173 K7 RPN K3 K9 1K — If this day had not caused me to learn
Torah and thereby become spintually elevated, x3wx gov 3
xp1w3 — how many ‘‘Yosefs" are there in the market place,

and I would have been indistinguishable from them‘ml

The Gemara relates how a different sage cherzshed his Tora.h;

learning: :
L mrmmbn MY STIn e pnba by nww a1 — Every thirty davs
" Rav Sheishess would review his studies,

x13w3 K1 o
"R Ry — and would stand and lean on the bolt of the
IRWHI RN KD 'R — Rejoice,
wIn 7 P 15 For you®" have
Iread; for you have I studied.®
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_ .. -+ You shall rejoice before HASHEM, your God — you, your son, T ' -
your daughter, your slave, your maidservant, the Levite who is in your cities, the
proselyte, the orphan, and the widow who are among you — in the place that -

HasHeM, your God, will choose to rest His Name. ' You shall remember that you
were a slave in Egypt, and you shall observe and perform these decrees. - ...
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_ 0 You shall take for yourselves | 0 |

on the first day the fruit of a citron tree, the branches of date palms, twigs of '
a plaited tree, and brook willows;* and you shall rejoice before HASHEM, '

your God, for a seven-day period.
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7 You shall eat there before HASHEM, your God, and
you shall rejoice with our every undertaking, you and your households, as
HasHeM, your God, has blessed you. *

! RITIN2 WTRT AR 133 k'R M — But is there weeping in the - !/i
presence of the Holy Omne, Blessed is He? 7'k kg3 37 "mxm ~
X¥T 93 wiTpa unY niavyy — Why, Rav Pappa said: There is no (: 1\\ MLD '
grief in the presence of the Holy One, Blessed is He, 1mxiw
PR3 MM Y Meh a1 ma,, — for it states:®! Glory and
Majesty are before Him, might and delight are in His place!'®

@) J#m TR TR ADK ) DWRTOK 0w 1 MKG 189K T 13T e |
<’n: '> I3 ‘7’73'.—1[7? D;’nh,m% D?‘W ngn RN Ni;j YN 5U'N-i7x DD;(U.: . :
A YT DPOK T 2T WX o9na-Oa
ASHEMSPO/CEtOAaI‘onSayﬁg-sDOnO[ ik intoxicar: } o ; F AN
K H ¥ dnnk- CO)C_Ica!Jn . ’A 1and
your sons with you, when you come to the Tent of Meeting, thgkz?: ng? ;::fz—d ,f

this is J
an eternal decree for your generations. '° |n order to distinguish between

the '
Sacred and the profane, and between the contaminated and the pure, ' and { !

to teach the Children o Isras . re, 1
through Moses, f Israel ‘_3” the decrees that HASHEM had spoker to thern -
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Hard Truths about Hard Liquor

By Avrobom Juravel

P rinking is very much a part of
Orthodox Jewish life. At a shul Aiddush,
a wedding or a Bar Mitzvah, one is sure
t0 find a host of alcoholic beverages
including scotches, whiskeys and cor-
dials. Yet, many Orthodox Jews do not
realize that liquor—a seemingly narural
product produced by distilling grain
spiris—requires kosher certification.
Certification is necessary for a num-
ber of reasons. It is important to realize
that all whiskey produced in the
United States is taxed by the govern-
ment. The amount of rax levied is
based on the amount of alcohol in the

Rabbi Juravel is the rabbinic coordina-
tor of technical services for the OU's
Kashruth Department. He is a world-
renowned expert in kashrur certification
with over twenty-five years of experience.
He attended Yeshiva Toras Chaim
Talmudic Seminary in Denver and
received semichah from Beth Medrash
Govoha in Lakewood, New Jersey.
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botde. An eighty-proof bortle of
whiskey, for example, will be taxed less
than a one hundred-proof bottle.
(Proof equals 172 percent. One hundred
proof is 50 percent alcohol.) Currently,
distilled spirits are the most heavily
taxed consumer products in the United
States.! Indeed, federal, state and local
governments receive more than $18
billion per year in tax revenue from the
beverage alcohol industry.? In fact, one
manufacturer told me that he pays
more in taxes than he pays for the bot-
tle, the material and the processing
combined! In light of the high taxes
levied on these beverages, manufactur-
ers are constantly looking for legal
loopholes that would enable them to
elevate the alcohol content withourt
incurring additional rax.

One such loophole involves insert-
ing flavors—known in the industry as
“blenders"—into whiskey. The ATF
(Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives) permits a bottle of

whiskey to contain a blender as long as
it does not constitute more than 2 per-
cent of the boctle. The blender is usu-
ally at least 98 percent alcohol. The
law then states the following: If, when
the blender is diluted 1o 14 percent
alcohol it is deemed undrinkable, it
qualifies as being rax-free. Essentially,
this means the following; Blenders ele-
vate the alcohol content of a beverage
withour increasing the amount of rax;
understandably, most manufacturers
insert blenders into whiskey and there-
by avoid paying tax on 2 percent of
the alcohol in their products.

To kosher consumers, the obvious
question is, “What are blenders made
of2” There are thousands of Aavor
chemicals, and any one of them can be
used in a blender, as long as it has
been deemed “GRAS,” that is,
Generally Regarded As Safe, by both
the government and the favor indus-
try. Of course, some of these ingredi-
ents are not kosher. (Common non-



kosher ingredients used in blenders are
listed later in this article.)

Burt even if we ascertain that the
blender in the whiskey is kosher, there
may still be a problem: Since wine is
taxed ar a much lower rate than
whiskey, oftentimes whiskey not only
contains blenders, it conrtains wine.
Wine raises the alcohol content with-
out incurring the tax reserved for
liquor. All of chese issues present
kashrur concerns.

There are those in the kosher certifi-
cation industry who maintain that
blenders do not pose any kashrut prob-
lems. They base their belief on the fol-
lowing faulty reasoning: Since a
blender is not drinkable at 14 percent,
it is nifsal meachilar kelev—not suitable
for a dog to consume—and therefore
blended whiskey need not have certifi-
cation.

This is not the position taken by the
Orthodox Union. The term nifsal
meachilar kelev applies to food that is
@ inherently bad ar any concenrration. A
dog, for instance, would probably not
eat a few ounces of straight garlic pow-
der, but that does nor render garlic
-powder nifszl meachilar kelev. This is
because as a spice, garlic powder is

asty. The halachic principle of nifsal
Emeachilat beley applies to the inherent
quality of the food, not how the food
tes 1n one concentration or another.
Others in the field of kosher certifi-
tion maintain that even if a blender
not kosher, it is barul (nullified)
écause of the halachic principle of
atul beshishim, that is, the amount of
non-kosher item is less than one-
Xtieth of the whole amount.

€ are cases where barul beshishim
Rot apply. Specifically, the

Ud mentions that “avidah letaa-
'\ittms that impart very strong
s (such as spices)—cannot be
led. Thus, were one, for exam-
O inserr non-kosher garlic into a
kaSher soup, the garlic would

Posmon of the Orthodox
Lis thag b lenders fall into the cat-

egory of avidah letazma since they too
impart a strong flavor. Thus, blenders
cannot be bzzu/and can therefore pose
significant kashrut problems.

Below are examples of non-kosher
ingredients found in blenders:

1. Isoamy! alcohol—possibly derived
from wine.

2. Glycerine—a percentage of which
is derived from animal far.

3. Fatry Acids and their derivacives,
L.e., esters of fatry acids—some are ani-
mal derived. QOthers are produced on
machinery used for producrs concain-
ing animal fat.

4. Cognac oil—derived_ from wine.

5. Cream—sometirnes derived from
non-kosher whey.

6. Burter acids and butter esters—
sometimes derived from non-kosher
whey.

Following is a brief explanation of
various liquors and the position the
Orthodox Union takes regarding their

kosher starus.

VODKA

In the United Stares, vodka is made
by distilling grain-derived crude alcohol,
which results in an almost pure alcohol.
The alcohol is distilled to a purity of
anywhere between 90 and 98 percent
alcohol. Next, the alcohol is diluted
down t0 anywhere between eighty and
one hundred proof. This is accom-
plished by adding water. Since warer in
various parts of the country differs in
taste, different brands of vodka raste dif-
ferent. In the United States, citric acid is
the only blender that is permitred 1o be
added to vodka. It is important to note
that this law only applies o plain vodka.
Flavored vodka contains all kinds of flavor
chemical and additives and certainly
requires kosher certification. Additionally,
imported vodka is subject to the laws of
the country in which it is produced.
Some imported vodkas contain glycer-
ine, which, as noted above, may be
derived from animals.

GIN

The traditional method of making
gin was—and in some places scill
is—to add raw, dried botanicals ro

Rabbi Dr T"jz:‘a{He'fsl; Weinreb
executive vice prestdent‘ of the
Orthodox Union.’
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the still as the crude alcohol is being
distlled. The heat and alcohol cause
some of the flavor in the botanicals o
penetrate into the alcohol. After
diluting the mixture wich water to the
desired proof level, it becomes dis-
tiled gin. The boranical most com-
monly used is juniper berries; howev-
er, each dustillery has its own closely
guarded secrets as (o the type and
amount of botanicals used. Boranicals
are generzlly kosher; however, some
of them, such as aicrus peels, may
come from Israel and therefore may
not be kosher due to issues surround-
ing terumor, maaseror ahd shemitiah.
A newer and more common method
of making distilled gin is 10 add already
made extracts (o the alcohol. This mix-
ture is then called gin. Obviously, alco-
holic extracts require kosher certifica-
ton since they can be made on non-
kosher equipment. Moreover, since they
are made all over the world, it is diffi-
cult o track their place of origin and 1o
be certain that wine alcohol or whey
alcohol was not used in the production.

BOURBON
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By law, Kentucky Bourbon must be
made from a mixture of grains and
contain at least 51 percent corn
(maize). Rye, barley and whear make
up the rest of the mixture. The grains
are fermented, disiilled and aged in
new oak casks that have been charred.
By law, one cannot add blenders to
{entucky Bourbon.

WHISKEY

Tennessee Whiskey or American
Whiskey is made from a blend of
grains that are distilled, aged and bot-
tled. These whiskeys often contain
blenders that consist of non-kosher
ingredients. " -

RYE

Any whiskey that has 50 percent rye
in the grain blend can be called rye
whiskey. Such whiskey is likely to con-
tain blenders.

TEQUILA

While tequila is produced from the
agave plant, it often contains oak fa-
vor and glycerine. These items are
approved for use in tequila by the
Mexican government. In addition, not
all of the yeast in Mexico is kosher.
Without kosher supervision, it is
impossible t0 know whether the yeas
used is kosher or not.

CANADIAN WHISKEY

Canadian law permits flavors and
wine to be added o whiskey; these
additives need not be declared on the
label. It appears that many Canadian
companies insert Aavors and wine inio
their whiskey.

SCOTCH

Scotch is generally made from malt-
ed barley. After the barley is fermented
and distilled, it is placed into wooden
casks and aged. Some of these casks
may have been used previously for sherry
(non-kosher wine). Casks are generally
reused many times. Generally, no wine
or Aavors are added 0 scorch. There is
a popular liquor from the “comfort-
able” South thar has a scotch base.
Please note that the base is scotch, bur

there are definitely many other addi-
tives and blenders in this product thac
contribute 0 its unique mellowness
and taste. We have no way of knowing
whether these additives are kosher.

There is a well-known dispure
among the posekim concerning the
exact point at which non-kosher
wine is 6arul Some contend thar in
order for the non-kosher wine o be
nullified, the non-kosher to kosher
ratio must be one to six; others con-
tend that it must be one 1o sixty. In
Iggeror Moshe, Rav Moshe Feinstein
takes the lenient position and rules
that non-kosher wine is barul/ when
the proportion is one to six. There is
an additional halachic dispute
whether the one 1o six ratio of nulli-
fication applies to water or to ocher
liquids such as fruir juice and
whiskey. In other words, does the
principle of barul apply only when
the non-kosher item is mixed with
water or does it apply when mixed
with other substances as well? Rav
Moshe takes the lenient position
there oo and rules that it applies to
all liquids. However, in his responsa
concerning both disputes, he adds
that even though he rules leniently
on these issues, it is worthwhile to be
stringent. Rav Moshe felt that since
in alcoholic beverages the ratio of
non-kosher wine or other products to
liquid is usually more than one to
sixty, it is worthwhile to refrain from
drinking alcoholic beverages that
contain wine, glycerine or other non-
kosher ingredients (YD, siman 62).
He writes that he only drank such
beverages if someone was making a
lechaim and would have been insult-
ed if he did nor partake.

In light of the various issues raised,
it is worthwhile for the kosher con-
sumer to demand only kosher-certified

alcoholic b&verages.@

Notes

1. Cited from the web site of the
Distilled Spirits Council of che
United Stares, available ac:
hrrp://www.discus.org/raxes/.

2. lbid.

B



