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(3:6) by @ vayles

t 1 'You shall not steal, you shall not deny faisely, and you shall not lie to ong1
* another. ? You shall not swear falsely by My Name, thereby desecrating the
" Name of your God — | am HASHEM. 13 You shall not cheat your fellow and yc;;
shall not rob; a worker's wage shall not remain with you overnight unti
morning. * * You shall not curse the deaf, and you shall not place a stumbﬂg

block before the blind; * you shall fear your God — I am HASHEM. -
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You shall sanctify thé fiftieth year and proclaim

- fréédom thioughotit the ldnd for:all its inhabitants; it shall be thie:Jubilee: Year for
you; you shall return each;man;tq hzs a;;ces‘&;l .z}eritage and ggu shall __refum
edch man'to his family. ' It shall be a Jubilee. Year for you — this fiftieth year
- yot shall rot sous, yowshalfhot"fi.‘amesb‘L'ts"aft‘ergrbwtl"l and fou shall not
pick what was set aside of it for yourself. 2 For it is a Jubilee Year; it'shall-be

you from the field you may eat its crop, ™ In this Jubilee Year you shall

retuim edch’man to his aricéstral heritage.
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The Gemara expounds on the virtue of repentance before one’s
death: .
Bn7 10 ~ We learned there, in a Mishnah:  pix RICAE N RER
— R'ELIEZER SAYS:  3nnm 155 11X 0¥ 21w ~ REPENT ONE DAY
BEFORE YOUR DEATH!  +ambx nv ny »mcn bry
- Hearing this teaching from their mentor, R’ Eliezer’s
students asked him: nm» an WIMX YT 13 1R ) ~ But does
a person know on which day he will die? Certainly not.

How, then, can he fulfill your maxim to repent just before his
death?

R’ Eliezer responds:

172 "y ~ He said to them: 12¢ 521~ On the contrary;
my teaching applies all the more so: nmr Ry e oawn
M7 — Let [a person] always say to himself that he muct
repent today because he may die tomorrow, v3 Rynn
131WN3 MR ~ and i this way he will find MmselF living all his
days in a state of penitence, something to which we surely all
aspire!

The Gemara brings home a similar point:
119303 % MY qx1 — And Soloron, as well, said the same in
his wisdom; for in Ecclesiastes he wrote: T3 v ny-baz,
o3y — At all times let your garments be white, v
"OMOK MWRIYY — and your head never lack oil. i
The Gemara explicates the verse with a parable:

'R3T 13 13T 127 My — Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said:
What is King Solomon teaching in this verse? ANy Nons bun
m7web ™3y nx — It may be compared to a king who invited
his servants to a banquet, oy any vap ’% — but he did not
set an exact time for them to arrive. NX VYR naw e
¥y — Now, the wise [servants] among them promptly
adorned themselves in clothes appropriate for a royal affair,
1793 M3 nns Yy mwn — and sat waiting at the door of the
palace. My — For they said to themselves: n1b mon mba
7727 — Does the king's palace lack for anything?t9 Certainly
not; the banquet may be ready at any moment, and we must be
properly attired if we are suddenly summoned! oW B
1228915 13%7 — The foolish [servants] among them, however,
went about their work and neglected to dress for the banque.
My ~ They said to themselves: 0 X593 Ty v mbs - Is
there any such thingas a banquet prepared without toil? It will

surely take the zalace much time to ready the feast, and
meanwhile, let us g0 about our business.

The Gemarz corzinues its parable:
MIRY N mi W mkneg - Suddenly and without warning,
the king sumumoned his servants to the banquet. yraw b pnira)-]
TUYIPR 13w vnh 1wy - The wise [servants] among them
entered before [the king] properly adorned, I3 DM
mabmbn pmen vand - while the foolish [servants] entered
before him with clothes all soiled from the work with which they
had just been engaged. mnpw nRIRY A9ma mw — Now, the
king was happy to greet the wise servants, for they had made
certain to appear u: the palace appropriately dressed. oy,
WL NXpY - Bt he was angry when he greeted the foolish
servants.
1Rk — Addressing the wise ones, [the king] said: WERY 1550
TTYRY 1agy Nk ~ These servanis who adorned themselves for
the banquet, 1w 15980 1@y ~ let them sit, eat and drink at
the affair, for they prepared themselves appropriately for this.
TIWRY TAYY W )k9w 9 ~ But those who failed to adorn
themselves for the banquet, NI Iy - they may merely
stand and watich the others partake.isl

Another Tanna takes issue with the last part of this parable:
TRE WD 2T 2w 1xXn 137 YW apn — The son-indaw of R
Meir said in the name of R’ Meir: TYRYRI PR OGN ~ In
the parable as given above, even the foolish servants appear at
least to be attendsuts serving the other guests, and thus do not
seem. enlirely out of place at the affair. This, then, conveys a
Wrong impression ahout the state of the wicked in the Next
World.us:  pawtr shxey 1ox K% - Rather, a more apt analogy
would be the following Both these and those [ie. the wise
servants as well as the foolish ones] are seated at the banquet.
1"231% 1Y~ But vhese [the wise ones| are privileged to eat
there, 73ay1 b - while these [the foolish ones] must go
hungry. pniw to%= — These [the wise servants] drink at the
banquet, mwuny ¥9m - while these [the foolish servants]
thirss there, ~arsr - as it is written:t? RNt -
Thus seys Hashem: 1syan RNX) 19AXY v1ay na - Behold,
My servants will eaf. but you will hunger; nyh "3y R

- INBYR BRR) - My servamts will drink, but you will
thirst; 2% oy e "13Y MR~ My servanis will sing for
gladress of heart, 2% 23am PY¥A DR ~ and you will cry
out from heartache.
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The Gemara relates another incident regarding Mar Ukva’s
acts of charity: o
MINIA2WD KUY 717 X2 7 — Mar Ukva had a pauper in his
neighborhood, Xuit1yn b3y msn va1x mb MYy Sy mma
X719737 — to whom he was accustomed to send four hundred
zuz ex}éry Erev Yom Kippur. mm3 M3 mbmn i m xph
— One day he sent [the money] to him with his son, :17;:5 x::a.zs
Py XY mb — but [Mar Ukva’s son] returned and said [to his
father], “He does not need the money.” nmxp "My — [Mar
Ukva)] said, “What did you observe that leads you to that
conclusion?” @b 1whm k7 1xvm — His son replied, “? sa“:
that they were aromatizing his house for him with aged wine.’
1R 1913 pasn mx — [Mar Ukva] said, “Is he so pampered tl'zen".i
He must need more money than I have been sending him!
miym wyTe) mesny — [Mar Ukva] therefore doubled [his
confribuﬁon] and sent it off to him."?
Mar Ukva's final act of charity:

Aol X1 Xy 13 — When [Mar Ukva] was dying, "% innx -ngf;:
nm.ﬂ:vx wyaehn — he said, “Bring me my charity records. ‘
713 203 71 2wy — He found written therein o9x nyaw
IIKD "'1;%1. — that he had given seven thousand Siyankian
dinars.®™ mx — [Mar Ukva] remarked, XpiRyrbp v
xnpm — “My provisions are light and the way is long.”“t”
n!;ﬁimg h’g‘?g‘; w22 op — He went ahead and lavished half his
assets on charity."

The Gemara asks:
27 13y 121 — How was he permitted to do so? 4 PR
'Ry?x — Why, R’ I’ai has said:“0  smpnn xwixa — In Usha

they enacted that wyima an% rarar 5x rarana — one who

lavishes money on charity should not lavish more than a fifth
of his assets upon it. — ? — ‘

The Gemara answers:
onon Ym — That pertains only during one’slife, =1 Rpw
19221 — lest he give too much charity and become bereft of his
possessions. M AIXY 52y — But if one wishes to make a
cI_;a_ntable contribution that will take effect after his death, when

such a concern no longer exists, m3 {7 N'? — we have no-

objection to it (his giving more than a fifth).
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s HaSHEM said to Moses, saying, 7 “The daughters of Zelophehad speak
properly. You shall surely give them a possession of Meﬂt@ce among the
brothers of their father, and you shall cause the inheritance of their f.ather to pass
over to them. 8 And to the Children of Israel you shall speak, saying: If a man
will die and he has no son, you shall cause his inheritance to pass _ouer to his
daughter. ° If he has no daughter, you shall give his inheritance to his b.rothers.
10 f he has no brothers, you shall give his inheritance to t‘he br-olhers of h.ls fathfar.
11 [f there are no brothers of his father, you shail give his znhenta.nce to his relative
who is closest to him of his family, and he shall inherit it. This shall be fc’)'r the
Children of Israel as a decree of justice, as HASHEM commanded Moses.
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Bif a man will héue two wives, one beloved and one hated, and they
bear him sons, the beloved one and the hated one, and the firstborn son is

the hated one's; '8 then it shall be that on the day that he causes his sons to inherit
whatever will be his, he cannot give the right of the firstborn to the son of the be-
loved one ahead of the son of the hated one, the firstborn. 17 Rather, he must rec-
ognize the firstborn, the son of the hated one, to give him the double portion in all
that is found with him; for he is his initial vigor, to him s the right of the firstborn.
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Mﬁsﬁr&aﬁ Having discussed the law of the firstborn son with re
to the subject of his special inheritance:

D332 BNW 2 5vi1 71331 — The firstborn son takes a double share in the father’s estate,*"!

BXT 70223 DY — but does not take a double share in the mother’s estate,

%79

not take a double portion in the im
— and not in his father’s pro
time of his death.“

nawa Sun

provements made to the estate after the father’s death,2!
spective [assets] as he does in the [assets] actually possessed b

1220 LYY -

T r——-

gard to his redemption, the Mishnah now turns

Il R P
1R1 — And he does
PITM33 1X73 X5
y the father at the

ANIN32 YR X9 — And a woman does not take these assets for payment of her kesubah, nian xS

1D — nor the daughters for their sustenance,
naw2— And all of them do not take from the improvements,

prospective [assets] as they do from the [assets] actually possessed.

B3N (RX) K91 — nor the yavam.®  pbun yx ohm
PITIR32 MX12 XY — and not from the
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R. Moshe Feinstein of New York* goes much further than R. Jacob
Ettlinger and R. Chayim Ozer Grodzensky, and maintains that a testament
made by a Jewish person according to the law of the land, whilst he was in
good health, is valid in Jewish religious law although there was no kinyan,
because a donation made in such a testament does not need a kinyan. Jewish
and non-Jewish law differ as to whether the effect of the particular clause in
the testament ‘[ give and bequeath’ only sets in after death. In spite of the fact
thatin Jewish law a donation cannot be effected after the death of the donor
(n°n X% mInn 1°X), Rabbi Feinstein writes:

IAN0AW TPV AR N20W AR INKY PIp PRI A0 INKRY Mne X0 AR
- TPW APRY 127 1YY P2 K31 XAIDYRT RPT2 R LT 792 YT ROW

RII3 AMEDA 73T 0VPM° ORTW WD ARNRW 1YY 13n0n DIYA IR
P3P ¥ PRW IRD X001 .m0 9173 13p 19 PR PIp PR PR L xnobeT
IR KRG TIND RIAW AR, PO TN AR KT Y

Although we are dealing here with a gift to be made after the death of the
donor, and there is no such thing as a kinyan after death, as the object no
longer belongs to the donor and such a gift is therefore not valid in
Jewish law, nevertheless according to the law of the land a person can
legally transfer with effect after death money or any other object which
at that time obviously no longer belongs to him or her... but in essence it
is clear, according to my humble opinion, that a testament of this kind,
the dispositions of which will certainly be put into effect by the
authorities of the country, does not need a kinyan as one could not
imagine a more effective kinyan than this. Hence, since a kinyan is not
necessary, the legatees can uphold their right also against those persons
who are the proper heirs by Torah law, although there is no such thingin
Jewish law as a gift after the death of the donor.

Rabbi Feinstein bases this view on his interpretation of the sugyah of 'Rin
1737 1137 72 in Baba Bathra 131a,* and at the end of his disquisition he
remarks:

PUWIN PRI IZRD MRME PY TI00Y 00 RRI pIkaw anY Y113 ove an
D°R*23 DR DX, NIRRT WD »72 A2 1M &P D X1 ,Ap13Y myn npvn
.07 D°R*23 M2

And this is a valid reason why in this country (U.S.A.) people rely on
such testaments, and do not hesitate to accept legacies based on them,*
and although not all who make such testaments understand the deeper
halakhic reason of the justification of their action, nevertheless they have
the right intention, and ‘if they are not prophets, they are the
descendants of prophets’.

Whether Rabbi Feinstein’s halakhic attitude towards testaments made in
accordance with the law of the land, without a kinyan by testators in a good
state of health (which seems to deviate from the views of many leading
halakhists, past and present) will be accepted by his halakhic peers is
doubtful, although Rabbi Feinstein himself belongs to the leading halakhists
of our time.¥’

12




(D)\> ST Gz) Bwh bmea

The Gemara returns to the subject of a shechiv mera’s gift:
N7 1217 K — R’ Levi said: nawz 9K yan 2mwn R g ~
We may perform an act of acquisition®! with a éhe«:‘hiv rﬁera
even on the Sabbath.  [1yhx] (mwbx) 17 M137b wink Kby
And this is done not out of concern about the dpim'&n of R’
Elazar,®! that a sickbed gift requires an act of acquisition;2
Y IRYT 91N KW XYx — rather, it is because the Rabbis ;re
concerned that perhaps the mental condition of [the sick
person] will deteriorate. Therefore, the Sages permitted the

recipients to perform an act of acquisition on the Sabbath

PL

Mishnaf i oy 127 - R Eliezer says:  Tamp 737 nawa -
. away orally on the Sabbath, his words are upheld, 21nzb bim TRY nan —
Bat his words are not upheld if he made the gift on a weekdaj',

write.  bim3 xb bax —
decument.® =nix ywim 11 — R’ Yehoshua says:
can distribute his belongings orally bina iy by ~

Fe (1R~

TIRR N DWW MRY AP N IWR MR R oM Y - |
Yehudah HaNasi said in the name of R’ Yaakov who said in
the name of R’ Meir: It is obligatory to carry out the words of the
deceased. His opinion is that 312187 791 — “take” is not the
equivalent of “acquire.” Therefore as long as the sender is alive,
the money is returned to him. nm7 X3m ¥ — However, ina
case where [the sender] died while the recipient was still
alive, nua ™37 owph myn MR — we say that it is
obligatory to uphold the words of the deceased. Therefore, the
recipient acquired a claim to the money upon the sender’s death,
and even if he subsequently died, the money must be given to his
heirs.2

D

If a shechiv mera gave his possessions
since he may not
when he may write a

1k nawa — They said that on the Sabbath a skechiv mera
so he eertainly can do this on a weekday.z!

(:3) (b Zit @ crim

The Gemara returns to the question of whether saying “Take
this to so-and-so,” is equivalent to saying “Acquire this on behalf
of so-and-s0””:
11585 man 9971 — If one hands his agent a maneh and says, “Take
this maneh to so-and-so,”™  ixyn X9 Wwp21 79 — and [the
agent] went and sought [the intended recipient] but could
not find him, for he had died: ~x7T17n — One Baraisa taught:
mownY 1Im -~ [THE MONEY] SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE
SENDER; TR XU — but another Baraisa taught:
15 mynway m iy — The money should be given TO THE HEIRS
OF TEIE PERSON TO WHOM IT WAS SENT.
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My Burial Wishes

This letter concern matters of extreme importance to me. I trust that vou will
honor my last and most fervently held wishes and desires.

[ stronglv desire to leave this world fully in accordance with the practices of our
eternal people. In the haste and grief that accompanies the passing of a loved
one, often irreparable harm is done to the soul and bodv of the deceased.
Theretore, I plead of vou to treat myv last rites with compassion in accordance
with my sincere wishes.

These are my desires:

Kosher plain wood casket.

No autopsy, no cremation, no embalming.

To be buried underground, not in a mausoleum.

No viewing of my remains after death.

The Tahara (purification) and Tachrichim (shrouds) to be taken care of by
the Boca Raton Svnagogue Chevra Kadisha. Please call them immediately
upon learning of myv demise at 561-394-5732.

Shmira (watchman) to be provided for at the Funeral Parlor.

To myv immediate familv members, please observe the customaryv Jewish
mourning practices (Kriah, Shiva, Kaddish, and so forth). If you have anv
questions, please contact the Jewish Sacred Society.

For adherence to myv wishes, mav the Creator grant vou health and happiness,
and the satisfaction of knowing that vou have complied fully with myv
instructions.

Signed
Address

Phone number

Date

If vou have anv questions or are in need of guidance, please contact Rabbi Efrem
Goldberg of Boca Raton Svnagogue at 561-394-0394 or reg@brsonline.org
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Language to Add to Secular Will
Conformity with Jewish Law

It is my intent that all transfers of property made under this will shall be in
conformity with Orthodox Jewish Law (halacha). Therefore, for the sole
purpose of meeting this objective, I provide as follows:

1. T hereby devise and bequeath the sum of One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) to my heirs, as defined in accordance with halacha, to be
divided among them in strict accordance with halacha.

. Each and every distribution or other transfer of any property under
this Will. except for the bequest set forth in Subsection 1., above, shall
be deemed to be made by way of gift, effective the instant prior to my
death. Each such transfer by gift shall be deemed to have been
completed through a proper kinyan, as appropriate for each type of
property, and as defined by halacha.

Q]

Signed this , 20 at
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Halakhic Will

Introduction

Jewish religious law does not recognize the validity of a will. Except for unusual circumstances.
one cannot arrange for his estate to be divided in a manner different from Torah law. However.
by creating a conditional obligation. one can achieve the same net result as that of a will and
other government laws. in a way which conforms to Torah law.

A person who writes a will should obligate himself to pay a sum of money greater than his total
assets. It is stipulated that the obligation is retractable. and is not payable until one moment
before death. Therefore. the obligation has absolutely no effect during one’s lifetime.

If one wills his entire estate to one person. e.g. his wife. he should obligate himself to pay her a
sum of money greater than his total assets. In such a case. paragraph two in the obligation form
below should be omitted.

[f the will includes many persons. the obligation is made to the prime beneficiary. or several
beneficiaries. In this case it is further stipulated that if the Torah heir(s) carry out the terms of
the will and other government laws. then the obligation is null and void.

The obligation becomes effective when the form below is executed and delivered to the
beneficiary or any other party (e.g. a rabbi or a Jewish attorney) who receives it on the
beneficiary’s behalf. even without the beneficiary’s knowledge.

The Obligation

[. the undersigned. hereby obligate myself to the sum of

effective immediately. but not payable until one minute before my death. on the
condition that [ do not retract this obligation at any time prior to my death. All the property
which is mine at the time. both real and personal. should serve as security for the payment of said
obligation.

I hereby stipulate that my heirs. as defined by the Torah. shall be given the option of paving the
above obligation. or. in lieu thereof. of carrying out the terms as specified in my last Will and
Testament and. in addition. carrying out all transfers of property upon my death which are
considered “non-testamentary transfers™ in accordance with the laws of the State of .
If my Torah heirs abide by the terms of my will and aforementioned state laws. then the above
obligation is null and void.

The above obligation is undertaken by a kinvan sudar in a beis din chashuy (a proper means of
transaction in an important Jewish court). The above condition(s) is(are) made in accordance
with the laws of the Torah. as derived from Numbers Chapter 32.

Signed this .20 at
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" You shall not sieal, you shall not deny falsely, andyou shall not lie one man -
his fellow. * You shall not swear falsely by My Name, thereby desecrating the
1me of your God — | am HASHEM, Yot shaltnet cheal your fellow and you

all not rob; a worker's wage shall fat reraain with you cuernight unti
arning. * * You shall not curse the deaf, and You shall not place a stumbling

TEPATKY WAANKY 1PN Ky .

1Y 30K THw nh

sck before the blind; * you shali fear your God — [ am HASHE?!.
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('.\)ms MY (55)

MY 1 5w o1 IR v XSW P — FROM WHERE do we derive
the law THAT A PERSON SHOULD NOT EXTEND A CUP OF WINE TO A
NAZIR® 120339 37 10 13K — NOR A LIMB taken FROM ALIVING
[ANIMAL)TONOAHITES?? s 1mbn — For SCRIPTURE STATES:

“Swan NN k5 M 0%y, — AND BEFORE A BLIND PERSON YOU

SHALL NOT PLACE A STUMBLING BLOCK. ‘

The Gemara develops its question: -
‘K37 X7 — But here in the Baraisa, m%1pam 57 ~ even if
~ we would not give [the nazir or the Noahite] the forbidden
item, X (9] (9pw) — he could take it himself,  ~aym
"5wan inn kS 1w sy, wn — yet [the one handing him the
forbidden item] transgresses on account of And before a blind

person you shall not placea stumbling block. CIear_Iy,fthis verse

applies even when the opportunity to sin already gxiéts. If'so; _the
same should apply to one selling an animal to an idolater: Even if

the ido} worshiper has his own animal, it should be forbidden to

sell himanother one!

The Gemara answers:
130V W2 k37 — What are we dealing with here in the
Baraisa?  R3m3v93v In22%p7 — Where [the person extending

AVOD A

~ access the forbiddenitem without assistance from the former. Th

R R
1

28R4

the forbidden itém and the person taking the forbidden item)
arelocated ontwo sides of ariver, In this case, the latter cannot

e

one extending theﬂ’fdrbiddeh“itém thus creates the opportunity to

sin. o .
The Gemara lends support to this understanding of the Baraisa-
M} R — A precise reading of the Baraisa also supports this
interpretati_on,_ g &b unEY ~ for the Baraisa states, s
PERSONSHOULDNOT EXTEND . ..,” . 1m0 X5 2np &% — and does
not state “A person should not hand . . " ‘

The Gemara concludes: ' ' ,
A3 yw. — Indeed; infer from this that the Baraisa is dealing

with a casewhere they are standing on opposite sides of a river,

and only: then is it prohibited fo give the nazir or Noahite the
‘fgrb_iddgp' jltrem,‘because he thereby creates the opportunity ta sin.
Similarly, the seller of an animal to an idolater would transgress

~‘t'he-:'camm'z_1:ridmerfx’t, And before a blind person do not place a stum-
bling block, only where the idolater did not own another animal i

. Th_é«'Gem_é_ta presents no further proofs to decide the reason for
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