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- You shall not round off the edge of your scalp and you shall not destrg,
the edge of your beard. 2% You shall not make a cut in your flesh for the dead. and a tattoo sha
you not place upon yourselves — [ am HASHEM.

29 Do not profane your daughter to make her a harlot, lest the land becomne lewd, and the lang
become filled with depravity. -

30 My Sabbaths shall you observe and My Sanctuary shall you revere — [ am HASHEM. 31 Do
not turn to [the sorcery of] the Ovos and Yid onim; do not seek to be contaminated through them
— [ am HasHeM, your God.

g‘ﬂa\ ") 12 @ SHuicHan)  Arutd

YR MO DN O WRT MDY (N) N

Hxewm e 855 () ymam opn v N

wRT S mouw pa -ﬁ‘?“ mNen Y P2
13 mRen oy

MK DN

IR 12 DIRTOR K TYNRTOX M R
FixwY DK "3 TRYI KPYTRY Woo oahx MRk - '
pen (215

POXSY A9 191 KD mRS vox 2 (adks) o B) Ve
ARY v‘m naip 7‘7m:m mnx‘ﬂ -
X5 b vy by Kpw XY Kpwr 1 UK
DOW3M22 X DIp1 NRDI DWKI AR 1P

NI W KT

PARASHAS EMOR

H ASHEM said to Moses: Say to the Kohanim, the sons of Aaron, and tell them: Each of ygu
shall not contaminate himself to a [dead] person among his people; ? except for the relanue

who is closest to him, to his mother and to his father, to his son, to his daughter, and to h,s
brother; 3 and to his virgin sister who is close to him, who has not been wed to a man; to her
shall he contaminate himself. ¢ A husband among his people shall not contaminate hzmself[o
one who desecrates him. !
5 They shall not make a bald spot on their heads, and they shall not shave an edge of thej
beard; and in their flesh they shall not cut a gash. § ™ '
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At the root of the precept lies the purpose we wrote for the -
preceding mitzvah: to remove every matter of idol-worship. This
too was a custom of priests of idolatry—to mar [remove utterly] the
edges of their beards. Now, he [Rambam] of blessed memory wrote
further, about this, in this wording of the translator:3 What determines
our conclusion that the five edges of the beard are not to be counted
as five precepts is the fact that the prohibition is given in one distinct
expression, so that it is one matter, as we explained in the previous
precept. Thus far his words.
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Three things you have said to me; nynw nn - three shall
you now hear! 1p1 @mp n117 — The glory of a face is its
beard; nwx 2% nopw — the joy of one's heart is a wife;
#@n3 1 n9m,, — and, as Scripture states: the heritage [bestowed
by] God [upon a person] is children.™ 3yipy PRI P13
oian — Blessed is the Omnipresent Who has denied you all of
them!” '
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Misfinafi The Mishnah enumerates other prohibitions punishable by malkus:
WXA3 2072 01p3 — One who makes a bald spot on his head in mourning for a dead person,
WXI nxp gpeml — or who rounds®™ the corner of his head, VRt NRB® Nmwnm — or who destroys the

corner of his beard,"”  nua by nnx muw vIWM — or who in anguish makes a single cut in his flesh over a
deceased person™® awn — is liable to malkus.

The Mishnah now presents the novel rulings in three of these cases:
DR MR By NUX UMWY v — If one made a single cut in his flesh over five dead people, by muMY wvan ix
% N — or five cuts over one dead person, nmx) AAX b3 by ann — he is liable to a separate malkus penalty
for each and every one (i.e. for each dead person, or for each cut).19!
oW WX 5y — For rounding the corners of the head, a person is liable to two malkus penalties —  1xam nmx
1%21n NOX) — one malkus penalty for rounding on this side and one for rounding on that side.’!
1717 5y — For destroying the five corners of the beard,?! a person is liable to a total of five malkus penalties??? —
]R3 DAY — two penalties for destroying on this side 1891 20w — and two penalties for destroying on that
side nynhn nox) — and one penalty for destroying from below. amix “1y9x 137 — But R’ Eliezer says: Bbx
nAx3 1913 ¥%w1 — If all of [the corners of the beard] were removed as one,’™ nnx R9R 297 1K — he is liable
to only one malkus penalty.i2!
N2 w9V 1y A Ky — The Tanna Kamma further states: And one is not liable unless he removes [the
beard] with arazor.” =mix T1y'9x 137 ~ R’ Eliezer disagrees and says:  MLNIIR IR vRYEa wRY 1oox — Even
if he removed it with planes,® awn — he is liable.”?”
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1137 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: xY DRy nEm,
'am31 — The Torah states regarding Kohanim: THEY SHALL NOT
SHAVE THE CORNER OF THEIR BEARD. D393 1193 19108 913
ann xm — From here ONE MIGHT think that EVEN IF HE SHAVED
[THE CORNER] WITH A SCISSORS, HE WOULD BE LIABLE to malkus.
vrnwn XS, % 1m0 — THE TORAH STATES elsewhere, in the
passage that applies to all Jews, YOU SHALL NOT “DESTROY” the
corner of your beard. The word destroy implies that the prohibi-
tion is violated only when a person removes the beard down to the
skin. Since scissors do not remove the hair all the way to the
surface, their use is not enjoined by this prohibition.™!  x%,,x
»mnwn — And, conversely, IF the Torah had stated only, YoU
SHALL NOT “DESTROY" the corner of your beard, wph or "1 :
anp XM 30T UpYm3 — ONE MIGHT think that even IF HE
REMOVED [THE CORNER] WITH PLANES,? which cut the hair down
to the skin, HEWOULD BELIABLE. '"I231 X9, 9m7 Ty — THE
TORAH thus STATES in the Kohanim verse, THEY SHALL NOT
«SHAVE.” The word “shave”’ implies removing the beard with an
instrument commonly used for that activity, which precludes
planes.  7y'13 X — HOW CAN THIS BE”! How are these two
verses reconciled, when one prohibits shaving the beard and the
other prohibits destroying it? nnowa 1R WY m1u — The
gezeirah shavah teaches that these two verses complement each
other; thus, what is prohibited is “SHAVING™ THAT INVOLVES
“DESTRUCTION" of the beard (i.e. a normal act of “shaving”
that removes the hair down to the skin]. "ya 71 R 11 —
ONE MUST SAY, then, that THIS IS shaving with A RAZOR.” The
Baraisa thus details the Seriptural basis for the Tanna Kamma’s
opinion.
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The electric shaver seemed to be a welcome technical Halachic introduction, although
shaving in general has not been without controversy. However, those Halachic authorities
that permitted shaving with electric shavers did so because it seemed to fulfill all Halachic
requirements. The shaver was made up of a vibrating head and screen, the beard hair
passed between the cutting edges of the screen and the vibrating head, and was cut off in a
scissor-like cutting fashion between head and screen. The shave was closer than manual
scissors since the shaver cut the beard close to the skin yet it never effectively gave a
smooth shave because they were not as powerful as they are today.

As shavers got more sophisticated they became more Halachically challenging. With some
n‘wodels the stronger motors made the head vibrate faster and cut the beard closer. The lift
and cut shaving systems that evolved from the older Norelco Triplehead system claimed that
they could shave as close as a razor. As the skin was held taut the shaver alleged to cut
thebeard below the skin like a tahar. Although shaving professionals will admit that the

closeness of one's shave depends upon a person's beard conditions and texture, realistically,
the system works better in theory than in practice.

Hagaon R' Moshe Feinstein Z"L was of the opinion that the gemaras statement eizahu
geluach sheyaish bo hashchasa hevei omer ze taharis teaching us that only the tahar , the
straight-edged razor, is the Torah's forbidden form of hashchasa and geluach. Any other
method of hashchasa and geluach would be permitted. Based on this fundamental
understanding of the gemara, electric shavers would be permitted even if the shaver
removed facial hair beneath the skin, since the shaver works in a scissor-like and not razor-
like action.

However, due to the increased sharpness of the blades of the rotating heads it is conceivable
that the blades could cut the beard hairs off before the combined cutting of blade and screen.
Therefore, even according to the Poskim that permit electric shavers this shaver would be
problematic, because it would be cutting like a tahar which is forbidden. Can one practically
determine whether the shaver in question is a Kosher model?

Hagaon R' Moshe Feinstein z"l, who permitted the use of electric shavers used a criteria
similar to the shochet who would demonstrate how sharp his chalaf (shechita knife) was. To
show the sharp edge of his knife, a shochet would take a hair from his beard; holding the hair
in one hand the shochet would see whether the chalaf cut the dangling hair. If the hair was
severed, the shochet's steel passed the test.

So too, in a similar manner, R' Moshe would often test the sharpness of an electric shaver's
blades. He would take a beard hair and test the blades! The shaver would be acceptable if
the hair was held taut and was not split in half.

The only practical suggestion that can be given to one whose shaver failed this test is to dull
the blades. This can be done by taking a key or some other hard, flat instrument and running
it along the sharp edge of the blade. Obviously, this shaver will not work as well, but,
nevertheless, it is still effective and will transform a previously questionable shaver into one
that is acceptable by the Poskim who permit the use of shavers.
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84. This was, by many accounts, Reb Moshe's sole criterion for
evaluating electric shavers that were brought before him. Rabbi J.
David Bleich reports witnessing an episode in which Reb Moshe
opened up a shaver in order to expose the inner surface, rubbed the
surface against his hand to verify that it was not razor-sharp, and
on this basis permitted the shaver. (Oral communication, August
1997). Rabbi Moshe Heinemann similarly describes how Reb Moshe
would follow a procedure reminiscent of a shochet demonstrating the
sharpness of his slaughtering knife: he would hold a hair in his
hand and test whether the shaver blade would cut the hair (with
minimal pressure) when the hair was pulled taut. Kashrus Kurrents,

supra note 53. Rabbi Mordecai Tendler describes the same procedure
but with the hair dangling, not pulled taut. Using this and similar
procedures, Reb Moshe never found a blade that he considered sharp
enough to warrant prohibiting a shaver, according to Rabbi Tendler.
(Oral Communication, August 1997 and March 1998). Finally, Dr.
Josh Ladelle of Jerusalem, a former principal research scientist at

North American Philips Laboratories (the parent company of -

Norelco), recalls demonstrating to Reb Moshe Feinstein the
difference in sharpness between the blade of a Norelco shaver and
a regular razor blade. Reb Moshe subsequently permitted the shaver,
which was a "Rototrac” model, containing the same essential cutting
mechanism that is now commercially described by Norelco as the
"Lift and Cut" system, according to Dr. Ladelle. (Oral
Communication, April 1998). Of course, because many small changes
may have been made to the design of Norelco shavers in recent years,
no definitive conclusion about the permissibility of the current
Norelco shavers may necessarily be reached solely on the basis of
this episode.




