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MR AN You have chosen us* from all the peoples; You loved

us and found favor in us; You exalted us above all the
tongues* and You sanctified us with Your commandments.* You drew
us close, our King, to Your service and proclaimed Your great and Holy
Name upon us.*
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One time at Maimonides a local physician — a well-known figure in the community who later died
tragically young — addressed a school assembly on the topic of the challenges that a modern Orthodox
professional may face. The doctor addressed the Talmudic dictum that the saving of a life trumps the
Sabbath. He explained that in its purest form, this principle applies only to the life of a Jew. The rabbis of
the Talmud, however, were unprepared to allow the life of a non-Jew to be extinguished because of the
no-work commandment, and so they ruled that the Sabbath could be violated to save the life of a non-Jew
out of concern for maintaining peaceful relations between the Jewish and non-Jewish communities.

Deperding on how you look at it, this ruling is either an example of outrageously particularist religious
thinking, because in principle it values Jewish life more than non-Jewish life, or an instance of laudable
universalism, because in practice it treats all lives equally. The physician quite reasonably opted for the
latter explanation. And he added that he himself would never distinguish Jewish from non-Jewish patients:
a human being was a human being,.

This appealing sentiment did not go unchallenged. One of my teachers rose to suggest that the doctor’s
attitude was putting him in danger of violating the Torah. The teacher reported that he had himself heard
from his own rabbi, a leading modern-Orthodox Talmudist associated with Yeshiva University, that in
violating the Sabbath to treat a non-Jew, intention was absolutely crucial. If you intended to save-the
patient’s life so as to facilitate good relations between Jews and non-Jews, your actions were permissible.
But if, to the contrary, you intended to save the patient out of universal morality, then you were in fact

guilty of violating the Sabbath, because the motive for acting was not the motive on the basis of which the
rabbis allowed the Sabbath violation to occur.

Later, in class, the teacher apologized to us students for what he said to the doctor. His comments, he said,
were inappropriate — not because they were wrongheaded, but because non-Jews were present in the
audience when he made them. The double standard of Jews and non-Jews, in other words, was for him
truly irreducible: it was not just about noting that only Jewish lives merited violation of the Sabbath, but
also about keeping the secret of why non-Jewish lives might be saved. To accept this version of the tradition
would be to accept that the modern Orthodox project of engagement with the world could not proceed in
good faith.
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The Mishnah resumes its narrative of the admonishment given to the witnesses:
YT DK% X721 7299 — Therefore was man created singly, 757w nnx woy m2xm0 Y3 359 — to teach you
that whoever destroys a single life from Israel R%% n%iy 120% %3 2137 vhy nbyn - is considered by
Scripture as if he had destroyed an entire world; “x7wm nnx woy npnn Y91 — and that whoever preserves

a single life from Israel x%n o%w oup iy 2anan why nbyn — is considered by Seripture as if he had
preserved an entire world."%

The Mishnah again interjects, with alternative reasons why man was created singly:
N2 05y 1o — Also for the sake of peace among people,  axn 5113 X3xX 111 07K MK X9Y — so that
no man should be able to say to his fellow, “[My] father was greater than your father.”? pwmg ¥ K5un
mMAWR NI 3R i — And so that hereties should have no reason to say that there are many powers in
the heavens.’?  x117112 winpn Sw in%r1a man — And to teach the greatness of the Holy One, Blessed is He:
X DRIND NIY3LR M3 Y1 0 IKY ~ For a man mints many coins from one mold, m1' iy 117 1913 — and they
are all similar to one another; X1 7172 wipa maYma 125%n 75 — but the King of kings, the Holy One,
Blessed is He, 1wx1i7 ox YW mnin3 o %2 vav — minted all men from the mold of Adam, 1 0% P
1207 M1 ~ and not one of them is like his fellow man.® oY% X723 '92ws b 20 MRy 10 53 79005 —

(0'-‘)—) /\l>f< ')\32 @ PIRKE) Ava g

18) He used to say: Beloved is man, for he was created in God's image; it s "y ) T MR T R

28] indicative of a greater love that z]; was made known to him that he was 2 ny‘;‘\l I nan ,D‘Z.'l&': R-l:uw Rt '17;;2{:1,'3 an
created in God's image, as it is said: ‘For in the image of God He made man,’ 1 1.07IR] NK nwy m’nlﬂ.s. D§¥2 2, MY D72 R
Beloved are the peiiplz Israel, for they are described asd children ththe NP o Ny mn n3n ;DTPTB‘Z on3 IKIPY bmvp T
Omnipresent; it is indicative of a greater love that it was made known to them S U/ S T i Al irl
that they are described as children of the Omnipresent, as it is said: “You are SKR T 2 mm&s i ‘? DOX 233, ORKY RipR? o :"
children to HasHzM Your God.” Beloved are the people [srael, for a cherished TR Y72 ON? 1MW 02 MY T a0 TN 92 o7 1wy
utensil was given to them; it is indicative of a greater love that it was made 3 321VR S mmin ,nab ™Y 330 nr;"; n,, MK
known to them that they were given a cherished utensil, as it is said: 'For | have e T e i o
given you a good teaching; do not forsake My Torah.”

(3:h ) nas P @ MIBRASH  SHMOC  RAGRA

1 (1 yw?) 7" 1097 PN R R

The Holy One declares no creature unfit, but 219772 9737 MRY T OR M9 1017 12 N
receives all. The gates of mercy are open at all XY I3 (N5 :n'qx) 2R MR, 1Y Syn '
times, and he who wishes to enter may enter. by KON mUEe SO 7EDR TRW ) '!’77’
wa 92Y YR 5o 2SI BMPWN 95PN R

.012° DIV wpan R

("\ APy |',\'JL @ MIORASH  euyaly  RARRA

M P2, PIRD DR WA DR Y IR TN [The prophet Elijah said]: I call heaven and
12 72V PANWKR P WK P2 SR P2 earth to witness that whether it be Jew or

N gentile, man or woman, manservant or .
M 12 WY e 97 230 ANy maidservant, the holy spirit will rest on each in

20y MY wNpa proportion to the deeds he or she performs.

(00 DR e [p‘x@ @ MIBRAG YA T sHimow)

Your priests are clothed with righteousness” LI PTOM PIX WA I NN

(Ps. 132:9). These are the righteous'ofthe . 2w oWI MM TN X - np3a"
nations of the world, such as Antoninus and his

" " -
companions, who in this world are as priests 772M DIPNUIN 12,11V :1;7,75 0712
for the Holy One.

-
—
—
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Having cited one leniency of R’ Shimon ben Yochai regarding
idolaters, the Gemara digresses to discuss another leniency:*
xun ~ It was taught in a Baraisa: wm 12 TynRY a1 g
IR~ LIKEWISE. R* SHIMCN BEN YOCHAI USED TO SAY:

X3 PROYA 1PX D¥2213 1729V ™13) — THE GRAVES OF IDOLATERS
WNOT TRANSMIT TUMAH by way OF A ROOF.!  1nxy,, R
‘MK DX YW INY UKY — FOR IT IS STATED: NOW YOU MY
$EEP, THE SHEEP OF MY PASTURE — YOU ARE ADAM!" When
waking of the nation of Israel, this verse uses the term “adam.”
fecan therefore deduce that  n7x,, MR BRX — YOU [Israel]
REREFERRED TO AS “ADAM,”  "'DIX,, PMIp DM MW PR
~BUTIDOLATERS ARE NOT REFERRED TO AS “ADAM. "™ The same
&m “edam” is used in connection with the laws of “tumak by
ryof aroof’’: This is the insir'uction regarding an “adam’ who
desin @ tent. ™ It is thus evident that these laws apply only to the
dad of Israel, not to the dead of idolatrous peoples.

( \?) RREDPIN SAN HedR 1Y

MRT X0y nx kY7 xa pyba — It is the wicked gentile Bilam
who the Mishnah states will not come to the World to Come.
g nx Xy — This implies that other gentiles, who are not
wicked, will come there. wm 1"nunn — Whose opinion does
our Mishnah follow?  xv ywim 139 — It follows the opinion of
R’ Yehoshua, xun1 — for it was taught in a Baraisa: 39
MO NYHR — R ELIEZER SAYS:  mMa-ba nINYY Dy s,
":17355 maw — Scripture states: THE WICKED WILL RETURN TO
THE GRAVE, ALL PEOPLES WHO ARE FORGETFUL OF GOD, %) =,
R e bbb QWY — THE WICKED WILL RETURN TO
THE GRAVE — THESE ARE THE SINFUL JEWS. ‘maw oMathy,,
222 713w BIpyens] ¥ox “nmbR — ALL PEOPLES WHO ARE FOR.
GETFUL OF GOD — THESE ARE THE GENTILES, i.e. gentiles in gen-
eral, both sinful and otherwise. TMy*9x 137 137 — These are
THE WORDS OF R’ ELIEZER.?¥  ywivm 131 15 73R — R YEHOSHUA
SAID TO HIM: "% @na 531 [933],, 9K 31 — BUT DOES (THE
VERSE] SAY: “AND” ALL PEOPLES who are forgetful of God, which
would imply that it refers to a second group of people? x5 xbm
“ENTOR MAW @Math3,, KYX MKI — WHY, IT STATES ONLY: ALL
PEOPLES WHO ARE FORGETFUL OF GOD, without the word “and.”
X9x — Rather, the verse refers to only one group of people, as
follows:  »orbx maw oria-by,, WP RN RRYG Dy i,
— The wicked will return to the grave — and who are these
[wicked persons]? — All peoples who are forgetful of God. 20!

(™) X ®

The Gemara questions another aspect of the Mishnah's ruling
that we may not stable animals with idolaters:
10me X9 XpYY 1Rm n1ap) YYR niap — Why may we not place
female [animals] in seclusion with female [idolaters] 2!

The Gemara answers:
Ngl M3 RIPW M "y — Mar Ukva bar Chama said:  wan
TTMan owr S¥x pMyn DA MivaY — It is because idol
Worshipers commonly consort with their fellows’ wives,
ARYM MIRY Dmy"l — and sometimes [an idol worshiper]
visiﬁng his paramour may not find her at home, nX Xym
Ay pan — and may find the Jew’s animal there and
sodomize it. R Ry — Or, if you prefer, say that
MY211 M3 AXYIM IR — even if [the ido]l worshiper] does find
[hié paramour] at home, he also sodomizes [the Jew's animal)
that is entrusted to her, =m =nx7 — for the master said:
IPRIWwm e Sxwr Swoinena ymby namn — They prefer
Israelites’ creatures to their own wives.!”

( .n&’> "’\";3 BAVA ‘(AMMA

ete. 7 — Whatdid Hesee? mmy 172w niyn vaw nxq
m1 73 — He saw the seven commandments that the descen-
dants of Noah accepted upon themselves, DMy X9 - and
which they did not keep. nY 17nM ™y — In response, He
arose and made [the commandments] permissible for them,
Le. He “released” the nations from the commandments.!

This means that the nations are no longer obligated to fulfill the
seven universal commandmerits. The Gemara asks:
WX MK — But it then emerges that they have gained by
their misdeeds, for their sins have freed them from obligation and
punishment!'” 33w xpIR 1¥n 13 aX — If so, we find that a
sinner has profited from his transgression. This cannot be! — ? —

The Gemara explains Rav Yosef’s teaching:
XIATTAMI3 0 mKx — Mar the son of Ravinasaid: b - It s
tosay Imxpmnbrw — that even if [the nations] fulfill
(the seven commandments], -3w 19y PY3pn PR — they
receive no reward for observing them, It does not, however, free
them from punishment if they transgress. Thus, their release from
obligation represents no benefit. !

The Gemara questions this assertion:
X9) — And do they not receive reward?
been taught in a Baraisa:

2N - But it has
TN VKRR IIT — R MEIRSAYS: 0
9113 1733 Xmw ing POWI M33 ¥1BXY — FROM WHERE DO WE
KNOW THAT EVEN A NON-JEW, IF HE ENGAGES IN TORAH study, 18
LIKE A KOHEN GADOL2!" 'y myxey QNR WY WK, 15 mnbn
B3 — FOR regarding the laws of the Torah IT IS STATED: THAT
MAN SHALL PERFORM AND BY WHICH HE SHALL LIVE. " SOPEE-
MRIRY @YXIWN ~ ITISNOTSTATED in the verse “that KOHANIV,
LEVIIM AND YISRAELIM™ shall perform,” "BIX,, RYX — BUT
that MAN shall perform. “Man” means any human being, Jews as
well as non-Jews.™  xw 973 N3 POWI 1153 1BRY Ny K
5173 17132 — YOU HAVE THUS LEARNED THAT EVEN A NON-JEW, IF HE
ENGAGES IN TORAH study, IS LIKE A KOHEN GADOL. We see from

this Baraisa that non-Jews do receive reward for keeping God’s
law.2! — 9 _

The Gemara answers:
"% — They said: Ay miyna 10w M9y ohapn px — They
do not receive for [their deeds] the reward of one who acts to
perform a precept having been commanded to do so, ma xHx
YWY YR 1XYW — but of one who acts without having been
commanded. ki 121 Wx7 — For R’ Chanina said: 5y
AW YR WRY MmNy o m¥nir — One who acts to
perform a precept having been commanded to do so is greater
than one who acts without having been commanded.? Since

AVOA 2 arA

The Gemara explains the reason for this phenomenon:
1301 27 K7 ~ For R’ Yochanan said: by wm xaw nyw:
N — At the moment that the primal serpent seduced Eve,
Rpom a3 Swn ~ he cast impurity into her, which she then
passed on to future generations."8!

The Gemara counters:
™3 9x7W w7k — If so, Israel should also be affected by this
impurity.™ — 7 —

The Gemara responds:

T RBD W0 11 5y 1mayw Yxwr — In the case of Israel, who
stood at Mount Sinai to accept the Torah, their impurity was
eliminated™ and they returned to their naturally uncontami-
nated state.  [RTIARED XY D 3 Yy rmy X5y oty —
In the case of idol worshipers, however, who did not stand at
Mount Sinai and accept the Torah, their impurity was not
eliminated./
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Si.rnilarly, all the wicked‘whose sins are greater [than their merits]
are judged according to their sins, but they are granted a portion in
the world to come for all Israel have a share in the world to come
as [Isaiah 60:21] states “Your people are all righteous, they shall
inherit the land forever.” “The land” is a metaphoric term alluding

to “the land of life,” i.e., the world to come. Similarly, the “pious of
the nations of the world” have a portion in the world to come.
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8. The soul of all flesh is the form which it was given by God. The
extra dimension which is found in the soul of man is the form of man
who is perfect in his knowledge. Concerning this form, the Torah states
[Genesis 1:26]: “Let us make man in our image and in our likeness”
- i.e., granting man a form which knows and comprehends ideas that

are not material, like the angels, who are form without body, until he
can resemble them.

[This statement] does not refer to the form of the body perceived by
the eye - i.e., the mouth, the nose, the cheeks, and the remainder of
the structure.of the body. This is referred to as to’ar (s_hape).»
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2. A person should not entertain the thesis held by the fools among
the gentiles and the majority of the undeveloped among Israel
that, at the time of a man’s.creation, God decrees whether he will
be righteous or wicked.

This 1s untrue. Each person is fit to be righteous like Moses, our }
teacher, or wicked, like Jeroboam. [Similarly,] he may be wise or -7 -
foolish, merciful or cruel, miserly or generous, or [acquire] any other
character traits. There is no one who compels him, sentences him,
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Not only the tribe of Levi but every single G130 U"X?Tm) s T?ﬂﬂ
individual from among the world’s inhabitants et )
whose spirit moved him and whose intelligence

gave him the understanding to withdraw from

the world in order to stand before G-d to serve

and minister to Him, to know G-d, and he

walked upright in the manner in which G-d

made him, shaking off from his neck the yoke

of the manifold contrivances which men seek —

behold, this person has been totally consecrated

and G-d will be his portion and inheritance for

ever and ever.
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why our sages said, “Even a non-Jew who

st.udies the Torah of our teacher Moses is like a
high priest.”
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11. Anyone; who accepts upon himself the fulfillment of these seven mitzvot

and is precise in their observance is considered one of “the pious among the

gentiles” and will merit a share in the world to come.67

This applies only when he accepts them and fulfills them because the Holy
One, blessed be He, commanded them in the Torahé8 and informed us through

Moses, our teacher, that Noah’s descendants had been commanded to fulfill
them previously.s?

However, if he fulfills them out of intellectual conviction,0 he is not a
resident alien, nor of “the pious among the gentiles,”! nor of their wise men.72
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Behold the correct version is “but (ela) of their wise men.” My opinion M3 PANTD 237 MM MK Mg K93
is that the intent of Maimonides is that the status, “possessing a share
in the world to come,” is a very low level, even though it is also a
great good. Since, however, even Jewish sinners and ignoramuses
merit this status, it is a low status amongst spiritual values. Maimon-
ides reasons that ideas improve man much more than does righteous
behavior. Therefore he reasons that the level of “possessing a share
in the world to come,” is a status specifically for righteous gentiles,
who were not superior in their ideas but accepted faith in whole-
hearted purity and acted in an honest way because they accepted
that their commandments were so given by God. However, he who
through his rational conclusion merited acquiring the seven Noahide
commandments—he is truly wise of heart and full of understanding.
He is considered “of their wise men,” for the status of wisdom is
very great, and there is no need to state that they “possess a share -9-
in the world to come.” Rather he stands on a level of holiness (ke-
dusha) that requires interpretation in an expression greater than the
language of “possessing a share in the world to come.™!
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26 The Kuzari said: “If this is so, it would seem that your Torah was

only given to you Jews, and no one else is bound by it.”

27 The Rabbi said: “You are right, but non-Jews who wish to adhere to
the Torah will still be rewarded as we are, just not to the same degree.3”
If the requirement to follow the Torah were based on the fact that God
created us, then all people—white and black alike—would be obliged to
follow it. Rather, we Jews are obliged to follow the Torah because God
took us out of Egypt and attached His glory to us. God did this specifi-
cally for us, as we are known as the ‘choicest’ of all mankind."°

102 Asked the Kuzari: “But would it not have been better for God
to rectify the entire world? That would have been more benevolent

and wise.”

103

{1} The Rabbi said: “[By that reckoning], would it not have been

better for all living creatures to be sentient humans? From your ques-
tion 1 see that you have forgotten what we said before about human-
kind’s history.!°8 Recall that Divinity rested only upon the individual
who was the heart of his siblings and the elite descendant of his parent.
Only he would receive this light, and all others were like the peel of the
fruit and did not receive it. This continued until the arrival of Jacob’s
sons, who were all the heart and elite descendants. They differed from

all other peoples in their distinguished Divinity. These distinctions
made them like a different level or species of creation, that species
being angelic in nature. They all aspired toward prophecy, and many
actually achieved it. Even those who did not could still be at near-pro-
phetic levels due to their desirable acts, their holiness and purity, and

their attachment to other prophets.
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"...Israel is special and
separate from all the Gentiles, for the Gentiles are on a materialistic level, whereas
[srael is on the 'form' level...as Chazal said: 'You are called men and the nations
are not called men,' as though it were an ordinary thing for them, that the
comparison between Israel and the Gentiles is similar to the comparison between
man and animals who cannot speak, and this is because man is distinct from
animals in that he is not materialistic and physical like the rest of the animal world;
man is intelligent. This is the level of Israel, for they are distinguished from the
material and are not immersed in it. Likewise with regards to Israel, the material is
nullified compared to the soul; the material aspect is merely a transporter with the
soul riding upon it, and the material is nullified, just like an ass is nullified and
secondary with regards to one who rides on it. So is the matter with Israel, when they
fulfil the will of G-d they alone are considered a transcendent form. However, in
regards to the nations it is the exact opposite, as though their soul is nullified
compared to the body, and as though they are only body and material.”
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[AR:] In Cleveland I attended a class given by a
Lubavitcher chassid to baalei batim. He was teaching

them Tanya. I certainly didn't know what he was talking
about; I don’t think he knew what he was talking about
either. He mentioned concepts, terms, that he didn't
know what they meant. I asked him about one or two
concepts, he couldn’t define them. But they were all
listening, seemed interested. ..

This is exactly what they do. Have someone teach
chassidus, Tanya, about the hierarchy of souls - he
found in Tanya nothing else to teach? — that the soul
of the goy and the soul of a bahaimah come from the
same origin. What's the saichal, it’s
question.

another

(1903 - 1973)
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II CHAPTER 4 ,
N Zﬁ-?

Israel and the Nations

[1] One of the deepest concepts of God's providence involves
Istael and the other nations. With regard to their basic human
characteristics, the two appear exactly alike. From the Torah's
viewpoint, however,* the two are completely different, and are
treated as if they belénged to completely different specics.

We will now delve into this concept, explaining in which way
the two are alike, as well as in which way they are different.

[2] Before Adam sinned, he was on a much higher level than
contemporary man, as discussed earlier (1:3:6). In that state, man
was on 2 very lofty level, fit for 2 high degree of eternal excellence.
If he had not sinned, man would have simply been able to elevate
and perfect himself, step by step.

He would have then given birth to future generations while
still in that state of excellence. Their number would be accurately
determined by God’s wisdom, depending on how those enjoying
His good should best be perfected. All these future generations
would have then shared this good with Adam.

God had also detcrmined and decreed that all these generations
that would have been bom of Adam should exist on various deter-
mined levels. Some generations would thus be primary, while
others would be secondary, like roots and branches. Later generations

would stem from the earlicr ones [and share their characteristics],
like branches stemming from a tree. The number of trees and
branches, however, was determined from the very beginning with
the utmost precision. *4

When Adam sinned, he fell from his original high level, and
brought upon himself 2 great degree of darkness and insensitivity,
as discussed eaclier. Mankind in general also fell from its original
height, and remained on a degraded level where it was not at all
worthy of the eternal high degree of excellence originally destined
for it.

Man could thus anticipate only 2 very much lower level, and
it was in this state that children were bom into the world. They
were therefore all born into this degraded state.

Nevertheless, even in the time of his downfall, the elevated
aspect that existed in man as a result of his true root was not com-
pletely extinguished. Adam was therefore not cast aside completely,
and could still retumn to the higher level. [But now he would be
functioning under an important disadvantage, since] he was actually
on a lower plane [which merely had] the potential aspect of the
higher level.

God gave Adam's descendants a free choice at that time to
strengthen themselves and strive to elevate themselves from this
lower state and regain the higher level.

The Highest Wisdom, however, determined the length of time
best suited for such an effort, and accordingly set a time limit for
these generations. In a way, this is very much like the time limit now
given to each individual. Every individual has a Lmited ern'me
and it is during this period of time that he must attain both perfection
and his level in the Community of the Future World, as discussed
carlier. 5 The reason in both these cases is that everything that
involves effort must be limited in time.

(3] The Highest Wisdom deemed it fitting that this effort be
divided into a period for the roots, and another for the branches.
The original effort would thus be that of the roots, while what
would come later would involve the branches.

The human race initially had a chance to permanently regain
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its original state and rectify the spiritual damage that had been done.
The proper procedure would have been for the roots and heads of
Adam'’s descendants to first elevate themselves to the rectified level.
Once this was accomplished, both the roots and their branches would
remain in this state forever, since the branches always follow the
roots.

The time provided for generations to function as roots, however,
was limited. During this period, the gate was open and the oppor-
tunity existed for any individual to properly prepare himself and
permanendy become 2 good and worthy root. He would then be
prepared for a high degree of excellence, appropriate for man in
his original state, rather than that of man in his fallen state.

Since this individual would perfect himself as a root, he would
attain this for his deserving descendants as well as for himself. They
would all receive what he attained, and would therefore all be able
to remain on the level and state attained by him as their root.

The period during which this was possible extended from the
time of Adam until the Generation of Separation [when the Tower
of Babel was built].#¢ During this period there never ceased to be
some righteous people who preached the truth to the multitudes,
warning them to correct themselves. These included such individuals
as Enoch,*” Methuselzh,*8 Shem*? and Eber. 50

Man's measure was filled,5! however, in the Generation of
Separation. God's attribute of justice then decreed that the time
when men could be considered roots should come to a close. Until
this time, things could become a permanent part of these roots,
depending on what had transpired previously. With the Genera-
tion of Separation, this period came to a close.

God then scrutinized all mankind, perceiving the levels that
should be made permanent in that generation's members according
to their deeds. These things then became a permanent part of their
nature in their aspect as roots. It was thus decreed they each should
bear future generations, all possessing the qualities that were deemed
appropriate for their root ancestor.

The descendants of each of these individuals were thus divided
into permanent groupings, each with its own characteristics and
limitations. They were destined to father future generations who

would inherit these characteristics, just as members of any particular
species inherit the characteristics of their forebears.

According to the Highest Judgment, it tumed out that none of
them deserved to rise above the degraded level to which Adam and
his children had fallen as a result of their sin. [Not a single one had
risen above it all]

There was, however, one exception, and that was Abraham. He
had succeeded in clevating himself, and as a result of his deeds was
chosen by God.52 Abraham was therefore permanendy made into a
superior_excellent Tree, conforming to man’s highest levell It was
further provided that e would be able to produce branches [and

father a nation] possessing his characteristics.

The world was then divided into scventy nations, each with
its own particular place in the general scheme.33 All of them, how-
ever, remained on the level of man in his fallen state, while only
Israel was in the elevated state.

After this, the gate was closed on the era of roots. Things would
then be directed and brought about upon individuals as branches,
each one according to his nature. .

Even though it may seem that man was originally the same as
he is now, there is actually a great difference. Before the Generation
of Separation, man cxisted in the age of roots, and was dealt with
accordingly. When this period ended, things were judged and made
permanent, and a new age began. This is the age of branches, which
still exists.

[4] God's great love and goodness decreed that the branches of
other nations still be given a chance. If they so desired, they still had
the free choice to tear themselves loose from their own roots, and
through their own actions include themselves among the branches
of Abraham’s family.

This is what God meant when He told Abraham (Genesis 12:3),
“All the families of the earth will be blessed through you.” Abraham
was thus made the father of all converts.5+

[This, however, would require effort on the part of the in-
dividuals concerned.] Without such effort, they would remain
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[s] Ttis also necessary to realize that each individual tree is also
divided, very much as the descendants of Adam were divided into
root trees and branches. Primary branches can thus be distinguished
in cach individual tree, and these branches are then differentiated to
yield their particular members,

Abraham's tree consisted of 600,000 main branches. These were
the individuals who left Egypt, and it was to them that the Torah
was given and the land of Israel divided.55 Every Jew subsequently
born is considered to be an element and descendant of one of these
primary branches.

It was to these 600,000 original Jews that the Torah was given.
‘When this occurred, the trec was said to have attained maturity. 56

At this time, God also gave the nations a last chance. In His
mercy, He had suspended their final judgment until the time that
the Torah was given (with the revelation at Sinai]. He then offered
'th;'rorah to every nation, giving them the opportunity to accept
it.

If any nation would have then accepted the Torah, it would
have clevated itself from its lower state. As it was, none of them
desired the Torah, and their judgment was therefore sealed com-
pletely. The gate was permanently closed, never again to be opened.

It still remained possible, however, for any individual 1o convert
to Judaism. In this manner, he could still include himself in Abra-
ham’s tree of his own free will.

[6] The decree, however, was not that the other nations should be
destroyed. It only meant chat they would have to remain on the
lower level that we have discussed. This lower state would never
have been meant for man if Adam had not sinned. It only came
into being in the first place as a result of his sin.

These nations still have the human aspect, blemished though it
may be, and God desired that-they should at least have a counterpart
of what was actually appropriate for all mankind. He therefore
granted them a divine soul (Neshamah) somewhat like that of the
Jew, even though it is on 2 much lower level.58 They were likewise
given commandments, through which they could attain both ma-
terial and spiritual advantages appropriate to their nature. These are

the seven [universal] commandments given to the children of
Noah.5

All this had been arranged from the beginning of creation, pre-
pared for the contingency that man would sin. In this respect, it is
like other harmful things and punishments, which were also created
conditionally, as our sages teach us.?

[7] In the World to Come, however, there will be no nation other
than Israel.

The souls of righteous gentiles will be allowed to exist in the
Future World, but only as an addition and attachment to Isracl.
They will therefore be secondary to the Jew, just as a garment is
secondary o the Ghe Who WearsTe—AHtrar They 2ttain of the Witmate

good will have to be attained in this manner, since by Virtue oOf their

nature they can reccive no more.5!

[8] When the world was divided into seventy nations, God ap-
pointed seventy [directing] angels as Officers (Sarim) in charge of
these nations, to watch over them and attend all their needs.%2

Thus, God does not oversee these nations except in a general
manner. It is each one’s directing angel who takes care of the details,
through the power that Gad gives it for this purpose. God thus told
Istael (Amos 3:2), “Only you have I known among all the families
of the earth.”

This does not mean, however, that the details are withheld from
God'sknowledge. This cannot be true, since everything in all creaion
is perceived by God and revealed to Him. What it does mean, how-
ever, is that God does not oversee and directly influence their details.
This will be further clarified in a later section. 83

[5] God thus made the rectification and clevation of all creation
totally dependent on the Jews. To the extent that this can be ex-
pressed, we can thus say that He subjugated His providence to
them.®4 Through their deeds, they can cause [His Light] to shine
forth and have influence, or, on the other hand, hold it back and
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The deeds of the other nations, on the other hand, do not add
to or subtract from the state of creation, nor do they cause God to
reveal Himself or withdraw. All they can do is bring about their
own gain or loss, and strengthen or weaken their own directing
angel.

Although God does not involve Himself directly in the direction
of the nations in detail, 1t 15 possible that He should exXercisc_His
providence over thein when 1t is required for the sake of lsrael. This
may bé because of a single Jew, or for a number of them. Sucha
case, however, falls under the category of means, discussed in the
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We find that many of the pious [of the nations] did more than recognizs the Creator, and
believe in the divine revelation of Torah, and perform acts of kindness to the Jewish
people, but also conferred benefit on humanity as a whole. Among them were [Edward)
Jenner who discovered [smallpox] vaccine, thus saving tens of thousands of people from
sickness, death and disfigurement; [Sir Francis] Drake who brought the potato to Europe,
thus mitigating famine on several occasions; and [Johannes] Gutenberg who invented
printing. Some of them were not rewarded in this world at all, like [Johannes] Reuchlin
who risked death to prevent the burning of Talmuds . . . and died, heartbroken, in
poverty. Is it possible to imagine that these great deeds went unrewarded in the world to

come. G-d forbid! Surely we know that the Holy One, blessed be He, does not withhold
the reward of any creature..
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