GEOGRAPHY, LITURGY
AND CUSTOM:
TAKING OUR LEAD FROM IRAQ

For Further Reading:
1. Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin, "Ha'Sheila", Ha'Moadim B'Halacha, Tel Aviv

2. Arnold A. Lasker and Daniel J. Lasker, “The Jewish Prayer for Rain in the Post
Talmudic Diaspora,” AJS Review 9:2: 141-174
3. Arnold A. Lasker and Daniel J. Laker, “The Jewish Prayer for Rain in

Babylonia," Journal for the Study of Judaism in the Persian, Hellenistic and
Roman Period, 15: 124-14\

Shabbos Chanuka2007
Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
reg@brsonline.org






SENYINS

TAANYS

Mishnah The previous Mishnah addressed the issue of when to terminate the recital of v’sen tal u’matar
livrachah (“And give dew and rain for ablessing’”), the prayer for rain. This Mishnah discusses when

the recitation of the prayer should commence:

DMWIT DX ORI NWMR3 23 — On the third day of Marcheshvan we request the rains,'®!
12 1y3wa — We commence on its seventh day,

Rabban Gamliel says:

TMmIX HxtMa 13 -
an R o'y ~ fifteen days after the

[Succos-Shemini Atzeres] festival, n1e MY Srsjiq?;\g 0% YA 12 — so that the last returning pilgrim of
Israel may reach the Euphrates River before the rains fall /%! -

Gemara "wyx 21 wy — R’ Elazar said: 1313 n3bn
5xmy — Halachah accords with the opinion of
Rabban Gamliel.”®!
xnn — It was taught in a Baraisa: 7%iK M0 — CHANANYAH
SAYS: NDIPN2 DWW Y 179321 — AND IN THE DIASPORA rain is
not requested UNTIL SIXTY days IN THE fall SEASON, i.e. sixty days
after the autumnal equinox.®”  HXmMW 7K K70 12 XA 37 WK
~ Rav Huna bar Chiya said in the name of Shmuel:
Chananyah.

The Gemara challenges this statement of Shmuel’s opinion:
wy ~ Isit so? bxmwn mm w3 XM — But they inquired of
Shmuel, who lived in the Diaspora:*® v 1n j2m3TR nawn
1um — From when do we recite v'sen tal u'matar? 17 "nx
- [Shmuel] told them: x3w™ mav 2% "2 ouyn on —
From the time that they bring wood into the shed of Tavos,
the bird hunter, for the rainy season.'®®! Presumably, this does
not oceur sixty days after the equinox — ? —

The Gemara answers otherwise:

R XYY M OvTR) MR R — Perhaps both are one
measure of time — i.e. perhaps the ingathering of wood does take

place sixty days after the autumnal equinox.

The Gemara questions the status of the sixtieth day itself:

% xwax — They inquired: ©Dww ob — The sixtieth day
of the season ~ ©nw "n%> — is it regarded as falling before
sixty days, and so rain is not requested? mWW NMKYD X —
Or is it regarded as falling after sixty days, and thus rain is
requested? vpw xp — Come and hear the answer:  mx a7
oww nxby oww o — Rav said: The sixtieth day is
regarded as falling after sixty days, and rain is requested.
oy pbs mww o mr Yxmws — And Shmuel said: The
sixtieth day is regarded as falling before sixty days, and rain is
not requested.

The Gemara suggests a mnemonic for recalling this dispute:
PO¥? 73 1M 37 7y — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchok said:
730 — And your mnemonic symbol is:  xm w3 why -
Highlanders require water;® xwm wa X% 'xnp — lowlan-
ders do not require water.*!

The Gemara decides the issue:

KB 21 K — Rav Pappa said:  xn3%7 — The halachah is
that Dww 9nxhs oww oy — the sixtieth day is regarded as
falling after sixty days, and so we pray for rain on that day.**

g\ ISN (N*\“c)

I3 PIYD D1 WEDY EpTY A {390 T03 ArnHM B33 W B momp o AR wa Imh AY 3 hon 19 wove 1) Tedh
PHPY373 prop o) o b7 37 q7] prand a3t d b AnEnd Hpsta osped TIdA » SapesT A EIBD PiEp
OHEIR DTV 5 YIS 1 35 gH 3605 126 93b o pIpwo TS MY 279 0550 PRE Sh Ot o3 11D TR

= pop o0 B Y NN -

¢’ 17 6&) @

oo e b dha
™ %o o im o
wzh PRRY or o
oz whd orz oM
R D SBPED oM
P05 oz o
wE o) e

RYEE3Nn jesiyo
B3 Bt ops pad
T DpWEY 31D
TP oS

%7 53pH37 SRR PUAD PEpIn SHE TIIN3 P3IND 521 (ERINI ALIE W HYHED PInfe 13 AT HIITT D oL
DISI0Y IS DIIPBD 338 MMB Him 200 b Gep s MR 1O6 o ok 7S A% veow opn wh A3573 2 10d
100 P03 A3 Jend oo pwmpnd 103 D T3R3T Mmpne pin o> o7 1 wpbmy %P3 536 20 b5 e v
wE3P HRp 3331 pComs 1o WHED I0ON HI313 e WY AT AW ap S ke v sy B A1 v
DD3H 37901 Dppd On 336 PEPII 13 MHE) DIMPH DIPD D7) 1 I VW3 MNP TR TIT PN SDPR3 B I0 BW
£56 B b ph oopns o 7w huz o 3pm a2 b Mdh M ek A apz B0 HU3TT D wpwbol el A M
13 Wop DKM 3793 20D Y3 00 i - pEnTna dpac T WD 3 Aeh hbed onbn g phat e ovnt wp
PPN O35 Ay 20E3 535 A3 113 BT TN PN ITR PIINE 7D DUED BXI33 BhEd DA s pEemn o

SOM3IM (P) ©277 5D 1EYIN3 HINID PUND HEID 233 MIER DO 0 D O3 oo ph BAe BHY omI 1) Powoe

emam——

OYD 03 PEINE 15 O35 303 DIIR0 b3 oeehien 1o 18h 13 wnbh eh vmd w9 fpdko Apeeh D7 Sel T8

EVETT 03 1H DD R ph IMME P 0 o HY 3h Dppo TS T BRE VIhEw hoop D) 13,0 DD WBm
D03 OO T 3D DIPER DT 19D a0 DT ok iar3 YhaT 13b3 15 R sn vinm B HI377 9 5p

shicté

Gr8go 1M

TN pps pen B peno Ppa oin ipp oM SEER3 O'CE 10 SiE:

O G reH]

PP NEnwes abes AN
N DEDNAEY " RS P
. < AP onB oY YLD b RENE
SHIBVEY 10 PIm) NG DID 9 ©R DA TP N5 . jyanBn e s 10D MH Y A (ERINS apap3 mds
DDED . B35 P b 3 5P on 12 50 Sen OS5 1 i Dok HInp DY SbDY O'EE TV IPAIS A Dy . o
703 040 31end H w2 Bl Yo DRI PIS GRE DI DTN Tap By PRV 10 5F DEER DUY TIB9 59109 05D RSy
BRI EMTIO. BIEED 1 Pz N LB ueky 1 DIH BF DISD (:o0 7 pa) SO BUEY” PEVD TR 1D MBw TS L 3EM
OIE0 B 3D 1RISORE . B WS AR EDD 1 hind PTIM DUNME DR Shn ©H Y PO D03 OIMDY | e
b 29BN PR 51 21 3698 130 b33 39 Anh o (1 q7pms) Pndoa pronhIe YOEt TaHD DR 39 5% Bopsd
: 333 %3 9mh wUamp S50 0O BH D1 LD popY D T IBE [H TpED P9 AE Pon i3 d33n OEs Inh




Solstice

A solstice occurs twice a year, whenever Earth's axis tilts the most toward or away from
the Sun, causing the Sun to be farthest north or south at noon. The name is derived from
Latin sol (sun) and sistere (to stand still), because at the solstice, the Sun stands still in
declination, that is, its movement north or south is minimal. The term solstice can also be
used in a wider sense as the date (day) that such a passage happens. The solstices,
together with the equinoxes, are related to the seasons. In some languages they are
considered to start or separate the seasons; in others they are considered to be center
points (in English, in the Northern hemisphere, for example, the period around the June

solstice is known as midsummer, and Midsummer's Day is 24 June, about three days after
the solstice itself).

The explanation given in the previous section is useful for observers in outer space. They
would see how the Earth revolves around the Sun and how the distribution of sunlight on
the planet would change over the year. To observers on Earth, it is also useful to see how
the Sun seems to revolve around them. These pictures show such a perspective as
follows. They show the day arcs of the Sun, the paths the Sun tracks along the celestial
dome in its diurnal movement. The pictures show this for every hour on both solstice
days. The longer arc is always the summer track and the shorter one the winter track. The
two tracks are at a distance of 46.88° (2 x 23.44°) away from each other.

Day arcs at 20° latitude



Day arcs at 50° latitude
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Equinox

An equinox in astronomy is that moment in time (not a whole day) when the center of
the Sun can be observed to be directly above the Earth's equator, occurring around March
20 and September 23 each year.

There is either an equinox (autumn and spring) or a solstice (summer and winter) on
approximately the 21st day of the last month of every quarter of the calendar year. On a
day which has an equinox, the center of the Sun will spend a nearly equal amount of time
above and below the horizon at every location on Earth and night and day will be of

nearly the same length. The word equinox derives from the Latin words aequus (equal)
and rnox (night).
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The Gemara turns its attention to a question of where in the
Shemoneh Esrei to insert the customary request for rain:
127% M 3 % NS - The residents of Nineveh sent the
following question to Rebbi: 1% 123 — People such as us,
K701 1'Y3 Man NP3 19087 — who require rain even in the
Tammuz season [i.e. in the summer], 112y 1311 — how should
we conduct ourselves? yym7 v — Are we comparable to
individuals who need rain, M7 D312 X — or are we
comparable to a publie in need of rain?

They explain their question:
1M oy — Are we comparable to individuals, yriun
nan ~ and should therefore pray for rain in the blessing of Who
hears prayer, as in the case of any other personal supplication;®
137 22132 IR — or are we comparable to a public, because the
entire city requires rain, ©MWI N37231 — and should therefore
pray for rain in the blessing of the years," as is customary in the
wintertime when everyone requires rain?

Rebbi decides the question:
1% N7y — [Rebbi] sent them his response: N oenmy -
You are comparable to individuals, n%sn ymwar ~ and
should therefore pray for rain in the blessing of Who hears
prayer.

The Gemara questions Rebbi’s ruling:
3 — They challenged this ruling from the evidence of a
Baraisa: 71117127 My — R' YEHUDAH SAID:  *nymix — WHEN s
it true that the public fasts begin in Kislev, as stipulated by the
Mishnah?®  y13pmn3 ouwnw 13 — IN TIMES WHEN THE YEARS

Nissan and sowing in Cheshvan, 1nm1x %y 1w Y% — anp
THE JEWS DWELL ON THEIR LAND. The order of fasts applied only
when the customary conditions prevailed in the Land of Israel,
M1 13 53X — HOWEVER, NOWADAYS when agricultural and
meteorological conditions vary, —Buwn Y Y37 — EVERYTHING
IS determined ACCORDING TO THE YEARS,*  ninipni b Yan -
and EVERYTHING IS determined ACCORDING TO THE REGION,
1217 8% Y20 — and EVERYTHING IS determined ACCORDING TO
THE TIME of year.™! Thus, just as public fast days are proclaimed
according to the needs of each individual region, the incidence of
need likewise requires that the prayer for rain be inserted in the
“blessing of the years.” The Baraisa thus refutes Rebbi, who

ruled that the people of Nineveh must pray for rain in the blessing
of Who hears prayer.2

The Gemara answers:
™7 1y — He responded to him:™ 1377 mby nm1 xnunn -
Do you challenge Rebbi with a Baraisa? xm xyn m1 -
Rebbi is a Tanna, 292 — and he may dispute a Baraisa.™!
The Gemara decides the question posed by the residents of
Nineveh:
A%y 17 'xn — What was decided regarding [this issue]? 124
Tmx mm — Rav Nachman said:  ©vwi na733 - They should
pray for rain in the summertime in the blessing of the years.
¥ nWw 37 - Rav Sheishess said: n%on yniwa — They
should insert the prayer in the blessing Who hears prayer.
xn3%m — And the halachah is that they should request rain

: ' 1790 yRiwa — in the blessing Who hears prayer.!
pass ALONG THEIR NATURAL COURSE, so that reaping occurs in

@RAMMM (CWM‘MWUT W MIHN)

{n the other countries {i.c., other than the Land of Israel] the request [for rain]
is al a time when rain is good and proper in that place, and that time is consi-
dered as il it were the seventh of Marheshvan, and if rain is delayed after that
time, one should react in regard to the fasts as has been prescribed. For Lh?re
are countries in which rain begins only in Nisan [March/April] and countries
which have summer in Marheshvan; and rain, instead of being good for L_hcr{x.
kills and destroys them. How can people in such a place aslf for rain in
Marheshvan? Would that not be both a lie and Toolishness? This is true and
'Ll
obvious,*
HovIgus.;

.\pB/\ /%5/?7‘)3 @ RAMBAM O,mmé eAu)
121 72 DY N2V3R BRI AR YN MWEIRR @R myRvn T
o TIRY
DY 03T apa
T7X? MIaMBT NIRtpR1 DRI KITOM W2 B3N 1 vx1wryiNg
TN PR MY DWY a3 DRYID NN YRV gy peimm

— DPINYT 010 IR 112,00 N3 0'RWI? PIME 1w ninipn T
/TPOR YRR 177 POW 1AY hya DRUM hR PoRiv

16. [Beginning] from the seventh of Marcheshvan, one petitions for

rain in the blessing of prosperity,
one mentions the rain.

Where does the above apply? To Eretz Yisrael. However, in Shin’ar

Syria,. Egypt and areas adjacent to or similar to these, one petitions
for rain 60 days after the autumnal equinox.

[and continues to do so] as long as

17. In places that require rain in the SUmmer months, such as the]

distapt islands, they petition for rains when they need them, in [the
blessing of] “the One who hears praver * o
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