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Brooklyn anti-vaccine event attracts pro-vaccine protests
amid measles outbreak

NEW YORK — Anti-vaccine activists held their second rally in weeks Tuesday night questioning vaccine safety in
a community battling its worst measles outbreak in nearly 30 years, amid protests by health officials and pro-
vaccine parents.

The event, which barred reporters, featured conspiracy theorist Rabbi Hillel Handler and Del Bigtree, head of
one of the nation’s most active anti-vaccine groups and producer of a film alleging the government suppressed a
link between the measles vaccine and autism (studies involving hundreds of thousands of children have
repeatedly disproved such a link).

“They should be allowed to have the measles if they want the measles,” Bigtree told reporters outside the
meeting. “It’s crazy that there’s this level of intensity around a trivial childhood illness.”

New York City’s top health official emphasized that measles is a serious and potentially deadly disease and
condemned the event in unusually strong terms several hours before it took place.

“To hold an anti-vaccination rally in the middle of an outbreak is beyond irresponsible; it is downright
dangerous,” said Oxiris Barbot, the city’s health commissioner. “New Yorkers are being put at risk by this spread
of misinformation, including children who are too young to get vaccinated or those who have medical conditions
that make vaccination impossible.”

New York and federal health officials have blamed anti-vaccine groups for the measles outbreaks that have
spread through ultra-Orthodox communities here and in Rockland County, N.Y. The anti-vaccine groups rely on
aggressive social media, pamphleteering and traveling road shows that pop up in receptive and often insular
communities. As a result, parents hesitate or refuse to get their children vaccinated, and as immunization rates
drop, the highly contagious and sometimes deadly virus can gain a foothold and spread quickly.

As of Monday, there have been 566 cases in New York City since the outbreak began in October,
with 42 hospitalizations and 12 admissions to intensive care units. Most of the cases have been in
four Zip codes in Brooklyn. City officials issued an emergency order in April requiring everyone
who lives, works or attends school in these sections of the city to get vaccinated or face a possible
$1,000 fine. As of Monday, the city has issued 145 summonses. The meeting was not in one of those
Zip codes.

Bigtree denied he had influenced New Yorkers to stop vaccinating. “I think it’s absurd to say that I've had any
effect on this community whatsoever.”

But he also declared his support of parents who refuse to vaccinate their children, citing an event in Austin,
Tex.., where he gave a speech in which he pulled out a yellow star. “I pinned it to my jacket, and I said I stand
with the Orthodox Jewish community in Rockland County.”

He also claimed that “consensus thinking” led to “things like Nazi Germany. When we feel safe because we’re in
numbers, we do really atrocious things.”

As the sun began to set on Brooklyn, bouncers directed attendees, many wearing Orthodox Jewish clothing, to
entrances segregated by gender. Some attendees shielded their faces, and a woman taped a garbage bag to the
hall’s glass doors to block cameras.
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A man with a white beard named Isaac, who declined to give his last name, said his brother-in-law owned the
event hall. Isaac said he supplied 1,300 chairs for the rally, but more than 30 minutes after the event was
scheduled to begin, perhaps only 100 people were sitting in the chairs.

Isaac said he and his family, who are vaccinated, had been misled by the rally organizers. “They said it was
education for youngsters” to protect children from “Internet pornography,” Isaac said. “By the time we found
out, yesterday night, it was too late” to cancel the event, he said, because they’'d accepted a contract and deposit.

Pro-vaccine protesters and members of the local Jewish community watched from the curb.

“Measles is a disaster. I've seen kids die of it,” said Susan Schulman, a pediatrician who had been working in
Brooklyn since 1976 and said she came to dispel misinformation peddled by the “evil men” at the rally. "I've seen
the kids on respirators from it, and I'm not talking only 40 years ago. I'm talking about now.”

Schulman said her biggest worry was that parents who listened to anti-vaccine activists like Bigtree would not
only decline MMR vaccinations, but other vaccines as well, such as protections against bacterial meningitis.

“If this becomes a movement in my population, I can’t practice medicine,” Schulman said. “I'll be up all night,
every night, with the kids who call in with fever.”

Ben Rivlin, 30, a caterer from the nearby Midwood neighborhood, stood by the women’s entrance to the rally
and held a sign that read: “Vaccination is important! Stop the propaganda and lies.”

“I'm just here to make a little noise,” Rivlin said. “This is not a representation of the Jewish community.”

Nationally, there have been 981 measles cases in the first five months of 2019, more than any
year since 1992, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. New York City and
Rockland County, N.Y., account for 660 of this year’s total.

City officials have sought to combat the spread of misinformation. They launched an ad campaign on bus
shelters, newspapers and online publications, and met with rabbinical and community leaders to highlight the
importance of getting vaccinated and the dangers of measles. The educational materials distributed include
about 29,000 pro-vaccination booklets geared to the Orthodox community in English and Yiddish. At the end of
April, health officials hosted a telephone town hall to “counter anti-vaccination propaganda,” officials said.

Four women stood with their children on the side of the street opposite the rally. One of them gestured toward
the hall and said, “Because of them I had to vaccinate my 6-month-old premature baby.”

An unvaccinated woman wearing a pink coat, who lives near Coney Island, said she just deliberately got the
measles at age 25. “My nephew came into my house, and I drank from his cup,” she said, to catch the disease “on
purpose.”
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Shulamith Takes Measles Vaxx
Case to Federal Court

The Shulamith School for Girls in Cedarhurst is waiting for the commissioner of the New York Department of
Education to clarify why the school would need to give a religious exemption a student in the school.

The latest incident in the three year saga involved Shulamith asking a Brooklyn federal court to bar the student
from attending an art night program at the school.

The issue was first raised in the 2017-2018 school year when a Woodmere family asked for their daughters to be
exempt from vaccination for measles on religious grounds. In 2018 the school denied their request and asked
that the girls be fully vaccinated or leave the school.

State Commissioner MaryEllen Elia heard the request and ordered the school to allow the girls to attend
pending her investigation into the issue.

According to Shulamith’s Attorney Philip Kalban of Putney, Twombly, Hall & Hirson LLP, the issue boils down
to the ecclesiastical abstention doctrine, also known as the church autonomy doctrine. The doctrine states that a
court should refuse to decide a religious issue or defer to the relevant religious authority, in this case a Beis Din.

“It is Shulamith’s belief that all children should be vaccinated according to Jewish law” and those who
are not vaccinated should not be attending the school, Kalban said. “The parents have taken their
position based on their interpretation of Jewish law.”

“The Department of Education should be saying ‘We cannot settle this issue. This is a religious issue’,” said
Kalban, who added that the doctrine is derived from the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment.

The girls have been allowed to attend Shulamith while MaryEllen Elia decides on the issue. But last month, the
school had an evening program for students and their families, which could include at-risk populations
including infants, grandparents, pregnant women, and immunocompromised people in the audience. The school
told the parents one of the girls was not allowed to attend the program. The family immediately appealed to the
Department of Education to uphold the stay. Commissioner Elia ordered the school to allow the student to
attend the program.

Shulamith then appealed to the Eastern District Court of New York federal court. The court granted the school’s
request for a temporary restraining order to prevent the student from attending the program, but the larger issue
of whether Shulamith can refuse students based on differing religious beliefs was not heard.

Kalban hopes the Department of Education will make its final decision on the issue this summer.
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“We've been advised by our doctors that any person without up to date
vaccinations should refrain from being in the Yeshiva community.”

The only exception is for someone who cannot be vaccinated due to a true
medical reason.

Someone having a shitah against being vaccinated is not an exception and

needs to comply with the above rule.

A K

Mesivta Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin / 1605 Coney Island)

=

A Statement on Immunizations
Av 5769 / August 2009

We the undersigned physicians, Rabbonim, school principals, and community leaders hold firmly that all
medically eligible children and adults should receive immunizations against dangerous and life-threatening
diseases in accordance with the universal recommendations of medical authorities in the United States and
worldwide.

It is a medical fact that the national universal immunization program in the U.S. has drastically reduced
the hundreds of thousands of cases of dangerous and life-threatening discases that occurred every year prior to
the institution of the program, including diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, polio, measles, hepatitis, congenital
rubella, chicken pox, pneumonia and meningitis. At the same time, immunizations have been under constant
surveillance and study to ensure their safety by governmental agencies and private concerns throughout the U.S.
and the world.

Immunizations are effective due to two mechanisms. First, immunizations directly help to protect an
individual against diseases. Second, immunizations indirectly protect an individual by reducing the number of
people who “carry” disease-causing organisms, thus reducing an individual’s exposure to such organisms within
the community.

Children who are not immunized are potential carriers of the very organisms that they were not immunized
against—they are potential rodefim because they may expose others to grave risk, especially under immunized
children, immunocompromised people (i.e. children or adults who have chronic conditions or are undergoing
chemotherapy), and the elderly. It is irresponsible to withhold immunizations from one’s child and thus place
one’s child as well as others at risk of contracting dangerous and life-threatening diseases.

While we recognize that no medical treatment or procedure is completely without risk, the risks of not
immunizing one’s child far outweigh the risks of immunizing. It is our position that sharing these risks equally to
protect the klal is a communal responsibility. It is selfish to expect others to bear any risk of immunizing, no
matter how minor, while taking advantage of the community-wide immunization that protects one’s own
unimmunized child.

For these reasons, we believe that all parents have the responsibility to immunize their children and
themselves, and that it is incumbent on the leadership of the klal to ensure that all children are immunized and
that vulnerable individuals are protected against potential carriers of disease. While parents may be entitled to
withhold vaccinations from their own children, the community has a right and obligation to protect itself from
potential danger.

In such, we believe that school administrators, daycare providers and others caring for children have the
right and moral responsibility to screen children for immunization status and exclude medically eligible,
unimmunized children from schools, daycare groups, or any other public venue in which such potential carriers
may expose vulnerable individuals. Finally, we believe that, until daycare immunization screening is instituted,
parents who do not immunize their children have the moral responsibility to communicate this fact to their
children’s daycare providers so that other parents can make informed decisions to shield their children from risk.
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From: Tatz

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2018 8:23 PM
To: Richard H. Roberts, M.D., Ph.D.
Subject: Re: Rich Roberts

Dear Dr. Roberts,
Thank you for your email.

In response to your request for me to tell you what |
heard from Rabbi Eliashiv ztzl and recently from Rabbi
Chaim Kanievsky shlita:

When | was in medical practice in Israel | asked Rabbi
Eliashiv about a family who did not want to immunize
their children. Rabbi Eliasahiv told me to tell them that
standard immunizations are obligatory. | then asked Rabbi
Eliasahiv if the reason he said that was because it is not
fair for a person who does not want to be immunized to
rely on the community immunity that results from every-
one else being immunized, and he said no - the reason is
that it is normal to be immunized and one is obliged to do
what is normal (he then pointed out that children are im-
munized across the world, even in developing countries,
and that makes it normal and standard).

| recently asked a colleague who is a senior ophthalmic
surgeon in Bnei Brak to ask Rabbi Kanievsky for his opin-
ion on immunization. My colleague told me that Rabbi
Kanievsky told him that it is a clear and definite obliga-
tion. My colleague then asked what should be done with
parents who do not immunize their children and Rabbi
Kanievsky said that they should be strongly corrected.
(My colleague also told me that Rabbi Kanievsky’s grand-
children are immunized).

| hope this information is relevant to you.
Very best wishes and have a wonderful Pesach.

Akiva Tatz, MD.
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With the aid of Heaven,
Motzoei Shabbos Parshas Chayei Sarah 5779

Obligation to Vaccinate to Prevent Measles

In light of the spreading measles, children who
have not been vaccinated should be vaccinated
immediately as the Doctors have instructed.

Dr. Breier Menachem Chaim
Medical Director Mayanei Hayeshua Hospital

Dr. M. Harris,
Pediatrician Valarov

Dr. Chaim Yisroel Stern
Internal Medicine Specialist
Dept. Director Mayanei Hayeshua

The Opinion of the Great Poskim shlita
on the Obligation to Vaccinate
to Prevent Measles.

It is stated in Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 336:
“The Torah authorizes doctors to heal and it is a
commandment, and it is included in the obligation
of pikuach nefesh [life saving] and if one

refrains from it, then it is murder.

Provided that his heart is toward heaven and

knows that true healing is from Him, and
should not assume that all depends on the potion
(Yad Avraham ibid)

Yitzchak Zilberstein
Shimon Baadani
and it is an absolute obligation
Sariel Rosenberg
Moshe Shaul Klein
Menachem Mendel Lubin
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Rabbi Dr. Avraham Steinﬁerg
b. 1947
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18 Kislev 5779
To the honorable rosh yeshiva of Lakewood, HaGaon HaGadol HaRav Aryeh Malkiel Kotler, shlita,

This [letter] is in further discussion regarding the matter his honor [Rav Malkiel Kotler, shlita] discussed with me
on the telephone about the decision of the American menahalim of schools to prevent children who are
unvaccinated with the Measles vaccine (MMR) from entering and studying in the Talmud Torah. According to
his [Rabbi Kotler’s] words, on account of this, there are thousands of children in the New York and surrounding
area that are sitting in their homes. This is because their parents are refusing to vaccinate them on account of a
concern that the vaccination itself may be harmful to the child.

On the other hand, the administrations of the Talmud Torahs refuse to accept these students the entire time that
they remain unvaccinated. This is on account of the danger that they will cause the spread of measles throughout

the Talmud Torah. According to his [Rabbi Kotler’s] view, this is improper, since there is substance to the view

that the vaccine may be damaging. There is also the matter that according to his [Rabbi Kotler’s] words, there are

oedolei Torah who agree with the view that parents cannot be forced to vaccinate.

Now regarding this issue, I have written a responsum regarding that which is pertinent to Eretz Yisrael. The
matter is dependent upon time and place. I have not come to rule on the issue regarding America. That is
dependent upon the rulings of the sages of that place. Nonetheless, in a number of aspects we may extrapolate
from here [Eretz Yisrael] to there. I will copy here the letter that I wrote in regard to Eretz Yisrael.

Regarding the measles epidemic that has spread here. to the point where close to 2.000 ill people have contracted
the disease in the past year, may Hashem have mercy. Now according to the research of the physicians that was
presented to me, out of every thousand people who contract measles one or two will actually die.

It would appear that under such circumstances, where it was demonstrably proven that one out of every thousand
dies from the illness, this would be considered pikuach nefesh in order to allow a hatzalah for life-threatening
circumstances.

The heart of the issue is apparent from the words of the Maggid Mishnah (Shabbos 2:13) and is cited in the
Magen Avraham 330:3. “Even though not even one in a thousand women in labor pass away during a birth,
nonetheless, a woman in labor is considered as a dangerously ill person to violate Shabbos. [It is just that ideally,
one should only violate it with a shinui].

Similarly, we find regarding prohibitions [where the concept of bitul is for some reason inapplicable], that we are
concerned for a very remote possibility, even if it is only one in a thousand (See Rashi, Bava Metzia 6b
“Kulam.”). A matter that involves danger is more serious than a matter that involves a prohibition.

If so, regarding matters of life and death—where we do not follow a majority —it is worthwhile to be concerned
even for a remote possibility of one in a thousand.

On the other hand, we do find a number of poskim [who are of the position] that a one in a thousand possibility
does not qualify enough to be a danger upon which one would violate the Shabbos. as the Magen Avraham
316:23 has written that it is forbidden to kill a rodent on Shabbos even when there is a concern that it will fall
into the food. For this is a matter that is not common, and he can always cover the food. Also, the chance that it is
dangerous in the food is one in a thousand. It is similarly explained in the responsum of Rabbi Akiva Eiger (Vol.
[ #60) that even if there is substantial pain and agony, and that there is a remote one-in-a-thousand possibility that
it will develop into a life-threatening situation or possible life-threatening situation, this is not considered pikuach
nefesh. The Chazon Ish, zt’l, has already warned about this in his letters (Teshuvos and Kesavim #48), that we
should not too quickly declare pikuach nefesh for every remote possibility, for if so you give a supportive hand to
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the derelicts who will constantly find a remote concern in which to violate Shabbos. They will then come to work
on Shabbos for purposes of making a living and will say that they are doing so because of pikuach nefesh.

We must, therefore, distinguish between the situations as follows:

That which the Magen Avraham and Rabbi Akiva Eiger have written, that one in a thousand is not considered even
a possible pikuach nefesh, is in regard to whether we consider the remote one-in-a-thousand chance that it will
“enter into a dangerous situation,” as the wording of Rabbi Akiva Eiger indicates — “That it will develop into a
life-threatening situation.” However, when the danger is clearly present before us—where we have cases of
mortality of one in a thousand, like a woman giving birth—it is proper to be concerned for a remote possibility and
it is treated like possible pikuach nefesh (See further what we have written on this in Teshuvos v’Hanhagos
Volume V #399).

If so, here, too, where there are before us situations where on account of a failure to vaccinate they arrived at true
danger to life, it is considered pikuach nefesh to force the parents to vaccinate their children [similarly, even the
parents of vaccinated children are permitted to demand that children who are not vaccinated not be allowed to
enter the Talmud Torah together with their children, as will be explained later.]

It would further appear that even without a concern of the mortality rate of measles, the doctors testify that
measles will at times cause damage to internal organs [where it can cause brain infections and lung infections that
cause permanent damage to breathing.] I remember that I heard from the Brisker Rav, zt’1, on that which is
explained in the Gemara that one must do a hatafas dam b’ris metzitzah on Shabbos because without this there is a
danger to the child. He was asked: Nowadays, where it was proven medically that there is no danger or pikuach
nefesh in leaving out the metzitzah, shouldn’t it be forbidden on Shabbos? He explained that pikuach nefesh also
involves long-term weaknesses that can cause weaknesses in the future. And here, too, with a strong attack of
measles, this illness can cause damage to the internal organs. At times this will not be noticed immediately, only
after several years. On account of this concern, parents have the right to demand that those children who are not
vaccinated not study with their own children.

Even though there are some individual doctors who claim that the vaccine can damage the child, since the
overwhelming majority of doctors hold that vaccines do not damage at all, we are not to follow the tiny fraction of
a minority of doctors who claim that vaccines damage. (Even though in general, in safek pikuach nefesh cases we
do not follow the majority in cases of medical opinions as is explained in Shulchan Aruch O.C. 618:4, here it is
different in that if we follow the minority view, we are endangering others according to the majority view of the
doctors.) On the other hand, if we follow the view of the majority of doctors, we will be endangering people
according to the view of the minority of doctors. In such a situation where on each side there is pikuach nefesh, we
must certainly follow the majority. For the entire reason not to follow the majority is just in order to save life —
and there is no “greater saving” here if we follow the minority view. Thus the halachah goes back to following the
majority like in all other Torah cases where we follow the majority. Therefore it is clear that the father may not
prevent his child from being vaccinated and to cause him to enter a situation that is pikuach nefesh according to
the majority of medical opinion. Certainly here., where refraining from vaccinating a child causes damage to
others, for on account of his not vaccinating his child he is causing the epidemic to spread further — not only for
his child but for others who can get sick from his child.

It would seem further that the parents of vaccinated children can demand that those children who are not
vaccinated not be allowed to enter into schools together with their children. For as it is known, this disease is very
communicable. The vaccination itself cannot completely prevent the spread of it [there remains a three percent
chance of infection even after vaccination]. The children who are not vaccinated do not have a right to endanger
the vaccinated children and to expose them to the disease, even though the mortal danger to them is remote and

minimal, since there is a small chance that they can become sickened by the disease. The parents have the right to
demand that their children not be exposed to the illness even with no mortal danger.
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We find similar to this in regard to the smoking of cigarettes. There the halachah is clear that smokers are not
permitted to smoke cigarettes in a public place since they damage the rest of the public that does not smoke.

Even though there are some individuals who claim that smoke does not cause damage, nonetheless, they do not

have the right to force the public to follow the minority medical opinion. Here too, since the majority of doctors
hold that they should vaccinate, the father is not permitted to force the public to rely on the minority view of
doctors who hold not to vaccinate. Rather, the public can demand to fulfill the halachic obligation of pikuach
nefesh to follow the view of the majority of doctors. It comes out that even the administration of the schools is
not obligated to accept a child who did not vaccinate, since it is dangerous [to do so] and against the desires of
the parents who are concerned for harm.

And while it is true that perhaps from the perspective of a lofty level of bitachon a person may be permitted to
rely on the Holy One Blessed Be He and not vaccinate (if he is truly on that high level of faith in Hashem in all
of his matters), bitachon is only in matters that are between him and his Master, but in a place where he is liable
to bring others into a state of danger, he is not permitted to endanger others. Rather, he is obligated to function in
the manner of the halachah of saving lives. Therefore, the administrations of the schools should conduct
themselves in the manner of Torah and they may demand that the students who have not been vaccinated not be
admitted into yeshiva. And even though the talmud Torah of tinokos shel beis rabban is most serious, for we do
not abolish the study of Tashbar even for the building of the Beis HaMikdash, nonetheless, here, where there is a
concern for danger — even a remote danger — they do not have the right to cause a danger to others. And even
more so that there is in this a chillul Hashem, for they give power to heretics and derelicts to make fun of
chareidim, for the epidemic is specific to religious communities, and they claim that our religion is not concerned
for loss of life, during a time when the opposite is true — that our Holy Torah is concerned for every aspect

of pikuach nefesh.

In conclusion, since it is proven that vaccines are effective to prevent the spread of disease, it is an obligation
upon every father to vaccinate his children to prevent spread of the disease, as is the law of the Torah to follow
the majority view of experts. Certainly here, where the view of the overwhelming majority of doctors and the
boards of health is that one should vaccinate, certainly then the administration of the schools may demand that
those children who were not vaccinated not enter into the Talmud Torah.

All our words here apply to Eretz Yisrael, but that which is relevant to America, the rabbis and admorim there
should judge it, and they should listen to the opinion of the doctors and follow the law of the Torah. Their intent
is for the sake of Heaven to clarify the halachah and they will have Divine assistance, and one who observes the
mitzvah to listen to divrei chachamim will know no evil.

I am involved in communal needs and I therefore shortened my words; the intelligent thinker will understand and
add a lesson.

His friend who desires his good welfare and who anticipates much Divine mercy, and may he fulfill within us,
“And I shall remove all illness from within your midst,”

[Rav] Moshe Sternbuch.

Translation done by Rabbi Yair Hoffman from the original letter Rav Moshe Shternbuch, shlita, wrote to Rav
Malkiel Kotler, shlita.
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Many poskim and communal leaders have asked me whether parents are obligated to inoculate their children by means of
generally accepted vaccines in order to prevent terrible diseases, because some important rabbanim recently expressed the
following opinion: Since there is concern that vaccination damages health, not only is it permissible not to vaccinate
children, but it is even recommended not to vaccinate them.

In my humble opinion, this is an error. Rather, parents obviously have an obligation to vaccinate their children, and I have
ruled that it is even permissible for parents to organize themselves in order to force educational institutions not to accept
unvaccinated pupils. I will explain my thinking and my reasoning.

I
A basic presumption is that there is an obligation to avoid and prevent danger. We find that there are two facets of
this mitzvah: passive avoidance and active prevention of danger. In his discussion of the mitzvah of ma‘akeh [building a
guard rail on a roof] Rambam (Laws of Murder and Preservation of Life 11:4) brings two sources. He writes:

Be it a roof or anything else that presents a hazard that people are liable to stumble upon and die—for example, if
one had a well or cistern in his yard, whether or not it contains water—he is obligated to make an enclosure that is
ten tefachim [handbreadths] tall, or to make a cover for it, so that a person does not fall in and die. Likewise, there
is a positive mitzvah to remove, to safeguard against, and to be exceedingly cautious about any obstruction that
endangers life, as it says: “Take utmost care and scrupulously guard your lives” (Devarim 4:9). If he did not remove
them, but rather left dangerous obstructions, he has negated a positive mitzvah and transgressed “do not bring
blood upon your house” (Devarim 22:8).

Thus, regarding any danger, “there is a positive mitzvah to remove, to safeguard against, and to be exceedingly

cautious about” it. We learn from ma’akeh that one must take concrete action to remove danger, and that we are further
commanded to prevent danger, as it says, “Take utmost care”. In Minchas Asher on Devarim (Siman 7), I wrote at length
on the particulars of this mitzvah and whether it is de-Oraysa or de-Rabanan. Here is not the place to expand upon this.

It would therefore seem perfectly obvious that there is a mitzvah to vaccinate children in order to prevent them from
contracting terrible diseases. However, some cast aspersions and claim that since vaccination sometimes causes children to
become sick, it is improper to endanger the children in the immediate term in the attempt to prevent future disease and
danger.

However, in my humble opinion, this claim is completely and totally devoid of substance, because all studies that were
done responsibly establish beyond the shadow of a doubt that, with the exception of mild side-effects, it is not at all
common for vaccines to have severe ramifications, and there are no known cases where death was caused by vaccination
for certain, even though hundreds of millions of children have been routinely vaccinated. On the other hand, as the number
of people who do not vaccinate increases, danger increases as well; if many people refuse vaccination, there is a risk that
epidemics will break out and cause mass fatalities, as happened before these vaccines were developed.

The three primary diseases against which the triple vaccination is administered—measles, mumps, and rubella—are terrible
diseases. In particular, measles is a horrible disease that entails substantial risk and is more contagious and transmittable
from person to person than any other disease known to the medical field.

There have already been measles outbreaks in several centers of Yahadus Charedis. It is known that one baby has died,
and others have gotten very sick from this disease. I have written at length in several places (Sheilos u-Teshuvos Minchas
Asher, simanim 122-123) about the disagreement between poskim as to whether a person may place himself in limited,
remote danger in order to save someone else from major, proximate danger. I concluded that if the risk in question is
exceedingly remote and very uncommon, there is an obligation [to save the other person]. Moreover, all would agree that
doing so is, at the very least, an act of pious virtue (midas chasidus).

Certainly one is obligated to undergo a procedure that entails some risk in order to treat a disease that is liable to place
him in great danger; the disagreement was only about the parameters of the principle that one places his own life ahead of
another’s life (“chayecha kodmin le-chayei chavercha”), but it is obvious that all would agree that when it comes to his own
life, he is obligated to place himself in remote danger in order to save himself from proximate danger.
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Likewise, in the present case, a person is obligated to vaccinate his children because vaccination is not dangerous at all,
except in extraordinarily rare cases, whereas lack of vaccination endangers those very children. This is all the more certain
given that lack of vaccination constitutes public endangerment.

In truth, thi ion w. Ir I n th | f kin i.e., W r leading r nim] more than 2
r in 5545 [1784-5]. At that time, the English physician Edwar nner devel he smallpox vaccine.

world for havin i ns of th n f livi

Indeed, this disease claimed many victims before this doctor developed this vaccine, as we find that the Shelah ha-
Kadosh wrote (Sha’ar ha-Osiyos, Derech Eretz 13-14), after expanding on the degree to which a person must keep away
from danger:

And I am astonished: With regard to the plague of smallpox, called Blattern in German, which spreads among the
children—may this never befall us—why aren’t people careful to get the children away and take them out of the
city!? These fathers will certainly be held accountable for the deaths of nursing babies who committed no sin and
children just weaned from milk who committed no transgression, who died from this sickness, and whose fathers
did not spirit them away.

Magen Avraham cites these words (576:3), as does Mishnah Berurah (ad loc. 14).

However, several Acharonim wrote that after the development of this vaccine, it is no longer necessary to take the
children away from the city. Rather, they should be vaccinated. So it is written in Zivchei Tzedek (Yoreh De’ah 116:41),
who attested that they administer vaccinations on a daily basis, and no one has ever been harmed, and so state Kaf ha-
Chayim (ad loc. 60) and Rav Chayim Palache’s Tochechos Chayim (on Parshas Vayeitzei).

This vaccine, developed by the aforementioned doctor, brought about the elimination of the germ that causes this disease,
to the extent that it is gone from the world. This is not the case with respect to the measles and the associated diseases
mentioned above, which still exist; if people stop vaccinating, there is a real risk of outbreak of these diseases.

In 5745, one of the rabbanim of London, Rav Avraham Hamburg, also known as [Rav Avraham] Nanzig, published a book
called Alei Terufah, in which he discusses the question, which was controversial at the time, of whether it is proper to
vaccinate, even though in his day there were children who died as a result of the vaccination, or whether it is preferable to
do nothing (“shev ve-al ta‘aseh adif”).

The Tiferes Yisrael also addresses this question in his commentary on Yoma (8:6). He discusses whether it is permissible
to administer this vaccine even though it poses danger, and he concludes that since the danger of not vaccinating is much
greater than the danger posed by vaccinating, it is certainly permissible and proper to vaccinate.

In his introduction to Sefer Alei Terufah, the author describes how his little son and daughter were cut down while still
flowering—they died of this disease; and how when he lived in the holy community of the Hague in Holland, there was a
major outbreak, and many children died; and how when he was in London, once again, many contracted the disease. In
the main part of the text he wrote that even if one in a thousand dies from the vaccination, this is not a reason to refrain
from vaccinating, just as bloodletting and laxatives are routine. And even though “we have seen several people who faint
during bloodletting, and there are reports that in very rare cases someone has died from bloodletting,” one should
nevertheless not refrain from these things, which improve wellness and health. The same applies in the present case.
[Rav Hamburg] quotes several contemporary rabbanim who permitted this treatment, even though, in their time, it seems
that there were indeed those who became sick and even died from this treatment.
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II
I saw that Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, in his Minchas Shlomo (I1:82:12), has a major chiddush about taking
experimental drugs: Just as we do not worry about risking lives to wage a milchemes mitzvah [a war that it is a mitzvah to
wage], so too, marauding beasts like bears and wolves are akin to a milchemes mitzvah, and we do not worry about risking
lives to fight against them. The same applies during plagues and epidemics, which have the same status as milchemes
mitzvah. Consequently, he permits taking experimental drugs.

But in my opinion, this rationale is very far-fetched. Aside from the fact that it is obvious to me that the laws of waging war
apply only to actual wars between nations and armies, not to marauding beasts, and certainly not to sickness and disease,
in truth, there is no need or purpose for this rationale, because in the modern world, they neither expect nor allow people
to volunteer to take drugs that endanger healthy people. Nor do they administer experimental drugs, except to people who
cannot be cured and whose lives cannot be saved by any known means, or unless there is no reason to suspect that these
drugs would be harmful to health.

In any event, this is a very innovative rationale that there are good reasons to doubt.

Therefore, there is no obligation, no mitzvah, and no permission to endanger oneself in order to advance medical research
on experimental drugs. However, this is irrelevant to the case at hand, because the effectiveness of these vaccines has
been proven beyond all doubt millions of times, and the danger they entail is miniscule.

III

It is indeed true that since the vast majority of children and adults in modern society have been vaccinated, these diseases
have become exceedingly rare. Therefore, it would seem that there are grounds for parents to claim that they should not
endanger their children through vaccination, causing them pain and side-effects, when the expected risk of hon-vaccination
is so miniscule. However, if we allow these parents not to vaccinate their children, the results would be entirely predictable:
many would refrain from vaccinating their children, motivated by maternal compassion and paternal love, and then the
great danger of outbreaks of diseases would emerge once again. Therefore, refraining from vaccination is not permitted in
any way. In truth, I have ruled, year-in and year-out, that there is an obligation to vaccinate children for this very reason,

yet the reality is that more and more parents refrain from vaccinating their children, and we are now witnessing a broad
outbreak of the measles.

However, it seems that even if we would say that an individual can evade [vaccination] and still claim that he has kept his
child safe, it would nevertheless stand to reason that there is an obligation to vaccinate children, and for two reasons:

1. T have explained elsewhere that any idea or action that would cause damage and injustice if done en masse, even if it
would cause no harm, injustice, or evil when done by an individual, may nevertheless not be done by an individual. It is not
just or right for an individual to do what the masses may not do. Such a person is a villain with license from the Torah
(“naval birshus ha-Torah"), for due to the honesty of the masses who walk the straight path in their innocence, this person
will conduct himself differently and derive unfair benefit.We learn this from the Bavli, the Yerushalmi, and Midrashei Chazal.

Sanhedrin 109b says that the attribute of the people of Sodom was: “When someone was drying out garlic or onions, each
person would come and take one, and would say, ‘I took one.”” And see Rashi ad loc., that each person would say, "I only
took something small,” but between all of them, they took everything this person had. Yerushalmi Bava Metzi'a 15a says the
same of the people of the generation of the Mabul, explaining that this is the meaning of the pasuk, “the land was filled
with thievery.” This likewise appears in Bereishis Rabbah, parsha 31. From their holy words, we learn a fundamental
element of just laws: Anything that would be wicked or unjust if done en masse is forbidden for an individual to do.

The same law and the same reasoning apply in the present case. It is only because most people vaccinate their children,
thereby causing them pain, that the minority can refrain from vaccination. However, the more people refrain from
vaccinating their children, the greater the danger, to the extent that if most people would act in this manner, things would
revert to what they were; we would return to the medieval era, and hundreds of thousands would die from terrible
diseases. In cases like this, the obligation to vaccinate applies to each and every individual.

I know that there is room to engage in mental acrobatics and distinguish between an act of commission (“kum ve-asei”),
which would be forbidden, like those who stole less than the value of a perutah, and an act of omission (“shev ve-al
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ta’aseh”), like refraining from vaccination; moreover, one can claim that maybe this only smacks of a prohibition when many
people come at once and steal everything that their fellow has, like the generation of the Mabul and the people of Sodom
did. However, in my humble opinion, it makes more sense that there are no grounds to make such a distinction, for in their
essence the cases are similar, as is clear to anyone with understanding and intelligence. Indeed, the facts have been
proven. Reality—that many people have been refusing vaccination recently, and now many children have caught the
measles—is slapping us in the face.

2. It seems that this halakhah can be derived from the obligation of all residents of a city to take part in guarding the city
and repairing its walls, as explained in Bava Basra (8a) and in Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 163). Just as all residents
of the city must either share in the actual guarding or the expenses of guarding the city, and even though it is clear that if
one person shirks his duty to guard or pay the walls will not crumble and the enemy will not prevail, the obligation to guard
the city nevertheless applies to each person equally, and no individual may dodge it, so too in the present case. For
everyone is a partner when it comes to anything that is for the betterment of society or a public necessity. Each person
must contribute his equal share, and there is no difference between a financial obligation and the obligation to vaccinate.
The same law applies to both.

This all applies in a case where one can refrain from vaccinating his children without risking their health, because enough
others do vaccinate. The present situation is far more severe, though, and we need not resort to creative readings

of aggados to determine that vaccination of children is obligatory. The disease has broken out already, and every parent
who refuses to vaccinate his children is placing them directly in harm’s way.

Translated by Elli Fischer
This translation has been reviewed and approved by Rav Asher Weiss.
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