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The Gemara discusses a case involving the possible use of
gallnut juice in writing a get:
SXmY 0y — Shmuel said:  p%n 93 7Y 10y ~ If [a man] gave
(his wife] a piece of blank paper®® 7y m17977 7% K1 — and
he said to her, “Here, this is your get,” nwaian — she is
divorced,™ 1303 %M M3 Xnw 1w — for we are concerned
that perhaps he wrote [the get ] with gallnut juice and the juice
became absorbed into the paper after she received the get. 130

The Gemara questions Shmuel’s ruling:
nm ~ They challenged Shmuel’s ruling on the basis of the
following Baraisa: qu*1 1311 — If a man said to his wife, “HERE,
THIS IS YOUR GET,”  DI7 IR 1NV — AND SHE TOOK IT AND
THREWITINTOTHESEA 138773753 ix 11xY 1% — ORINTO THE
FIRE OR INTO ANY DESTROYING THING (so that it is impossible to
prove that he actually gave her a get), X1 oo Y R Im
— AND SUBSEQUENTLY [THE HUSBAND] SAID, “IT WAS A PASSIM
DOCUMENT,”®!l or  N¥M1 MK MWW — “IT WAS AN AMANAH
DOCUMENT® that I gave her,” nw91m — [THE WIFE] IS none-
theless certainly DIVORCED  mypixb w1 93 X% — AND [(THE
HUSBAND] IS INCAPABLE OF PROHIBITING HER to remarry by
claiming that she is still his wife.

The Gemara now formulates itg challenge:

303 RxT Xnyw ~ The reason that the husband is believed to
establish firmly that the document he gives his wife is her get, so
that he cannot retract his statement even though no one ever read
the document when he gave it or shortly thereafter, is because
there was writing on the paper. an? X3'% X7 — Bat if there
was-no writing on the paper, &% — he would not be believed to
establish that it is a get. Such is the implication of the Baraisa, and
it squarely contradicts Shmuel’s ruling. % — ? —

The Gemara reinterprets Shmuel’s ruling:

XMW MK 13 — When Shmuel said that the wife is divorced, it
is not because he accorded the husband credibility to establish that
the blank paper was her get. X737 Xm32 ™0 19727 — Rather, he
meant that we should test [the paper] with a violet dye™ to
determine if she is divorced. g wibs 1 ~ If as a result of the
test [the ink] surfaces, it surfaces — and we can see for ourselves
whether or not the document is her get. 1 g xb 'R) — And if
it does mot surface, xw1 o3 wbH ~ then [the paper] is
worthless,

The Gemara finds a flaw in this interpretation:

"7 *%1 L1929 131 — But even if [ink] should surface, revealing the
text of a get, what does it matter? by xi Xnwa - It is
possible that only now it surfaced, but at the time he gave the
document to her the ink was completely absorbed in the paper, and
in that state the ink does not constitute a writing, — ? -

The Gemara offers its final interpretation of Shmuel’s ruling:
TRRR 1 ) SR — Indeed, Shmuel meant to say only that
Wwe are concerned that although the paper appeared blank when
he gave it to her,®! perhaps the gallnut juice was not completely
absorbed at that time, " and so she is accorded the legal status of
a doubtful divorcee!® (and not that of a certain divorcee, as the
Gemara originally understood Shmuel to mean).
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Mishnah 1qbv 193y — A child’s toy wagon® O xRY ~ 18 susceptible to midras contaminationym

N3w3 v - it may be moved on the Sabbath;®

dragged only over clothing,® not on the dirt floor 119
because it only presses.t

Gemara The Gemara elaborates on the Mishnah, clause by
clause. The Mishnah began:
bR 5w nbiy — A CHILD'S toy WAGON
susceptible to MIDRAS CONTAMINATION.
The Gemara explains:
MYy 7MY K77 — Because the child leans on it.i

The Mishnah stated:
N3W3 nYva) — IT MAY BE MOVED ON THE SABBATH.

The Gemara explains:
M2y 93 NR XPXT mwn — This is so because it has the
properties of a utensil; hence, it is not mukztzeh .

The Mishnah stated:
%2 123 5y XX N2 APKY — BUT IT MAY BE DRAGGED ONLY
OVER CLOTHING.

The Gemara analyzes this ruling:
1'% 093 33 by — The Mishnah implies that dragging the wagon
over clothing is permitted, x% yp1p 121 by — but dragging it

oYM mgHy - IS

21937225y X9x N RPN — but it may be

X a7 1 ~ R’ Yehudah disagrees and says: manba
171731 X — No utensil may be dragged on the ground,

NW312 XMWY 180 72Y7 1A YN — except a wagon

on the ground is not permitted. Rnyv 'Xn — What is the
reason? Y 7 T2y xp71 — Because it makes a furrow when it
Is dragged on the ground.

The Gemara elaborates:
1 — Who s the Tanna that this ruling follows? xun by 1y I QS
It is R’ Yehudah, -y prann PRY 727 1x7 —~ who stated
that an unintended melachah is prohibited; s  yiynw 4 wY
— because if it is R’ Shimon, =nm 712NN PRY 127 1R ~ he
has stated that an unintended melackakh is permitted. ny
— For it was taught in a Barajsa:04 RN TivnY 37 - R
SHIMON SAYS:  5D5D) Kb3 Ntm 07X 7743 — A PERSON MAY DRAG
A BED, CHAIR, OR BENCH ™11 Nty pian? x5w 13531 — as
LONG AS HE DOES NOT INTEND TO MAKE A FURROW. Therefore, our
Mishnah, which prohibits dragging a wagon on the ground
because of the possibility of incidentally making a furrow, must
follow R’ Yehudah’s stringent opinion.

m -~

QI ©

The Mishnah began its list of melachos related to writing with
the following:
/131 12¥ ¥ — HUNTING A DEER ete.

The Gemara discusses a case involving this melachah :
123710 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  tyyismhnyn —
If ONE TRAPS A CHILAZON AND SQUEEZES IT with his hands to force
out its blood,®®  nmx X%X 3m7 1'% — HE IS OBLIGATED ONLY to
bring ONE chatas offering — for performing the melachah of trap-
ping.®l XTI 2] — R YEHUDAHSAYS: D'RW 207 — HEIS
OBLIGATED to bring TWO offerings.® =mix myim 21 maw -
FOR R’ YEHUDAH WOULD SAY:  1w"1 Y933 ny'ys — SQUEEZING IS
included IN THE CATEGORY OF THRESHING,! and so one is liable
for that labor as well. 17 1amx — However, [THE RABBIS] SATD TO
HIM: 1gr1 5593 NYIYs 'K — SQUEEZING IS NOT included IN THE
CATEGORY OF THRESHING, and so the chilazon trapper is not liable
for that act.

The Gemara analyzes the view of the Rabbis:
R377mx - Ravasaid: 13397 xpyv 'xn — What is the reason
of the Rabbis for ruling leniently in thismatter? mwrypx Mapp
YRR 2" x9% — They hold that the melachah of threshing
applies only to that which grows from the ground, not to fish.=2

The Gemara considers another liability:
AWl NP3 mwn m) 3wy — But let him also be liable for
taking a lifeli) — ? —

The Gemara answers:
13711737 K8 —~ R’ Yochanan said:  nniyysw — Heis not liable

for killing because the Baraisa is discussing a case where he
squeezed [the chilazon] after it was already dead.

The Gemara offers an alternative answer:
ToR K37 — Rava said:  niyysw xpn H1x ~ You can even
say that he squeezed [the chilazon] while it was still alive.
Nevertheless, he is not liable for killing because byx Rin poynn
MYl Ny — he is considered preoccupied with another act
vis-a-vis the melachah of taking a life.2

The Gemara asks:
TR MIART K37) M3R K — But Abaye and Rava have both
said:  nm X% xw™ pwosa yivnw 27 nTn - R’ Shimon
concedes that one is liable in the case of an inevitable con-
sequencel®! — ?

The Gemara answers:
X371 MKW — It is different here, mawy M3 nIxT DT — be-
cause the longer it stays alive® mb X179 — the more heis
pleased, myay Yo7 —~ in that his dye will be clear.zn
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Nevertheless, Rabbi Neuwirth reports that the late R, Shlomoh
Zalman Auerbach had expressed the opinion that utilization of closed-
circuit television is permissible under all circumstances because the
image projected on the monitor cannot at all be considered to be
encompassed within the category of “writing.” That observation
reflects a sophisticated understanding of how a television image is actu-
ally produced. A television receiver contains a screen whose back is
coated with a fluorescent compound. When an image is projected, a
narrow beam of electrons bombards the back of the screen in a scan-
ning action. Electrons emitted by a cathode-ray tube cause the coating
of the screen at the other end of the tube to light up. A bright spot of
light appears wherever the electrons strike the screen. The electron
beam scans across the screen in horizontal lines (525 lines per picture in
the United States and 625 in Europe). An illusion of motion is created
by projecting between 25 and 30 separate pictures per second.

Apparently, Rabbi Auerbach did not regard images produced by
electronically generated fluorescent illumination as even ephemeral
“writing” because such a phenomenon involves neither imposition of
one substance upon another nor rearrangement of an existing sub-
stance, nor does it involve etching letters upon a hard substance.!® This
was probably also the intent of Rabbi Feinstein’s categorization of the
television’s image as “even inferior” to transient or ephemeral writing.
Rabbi Neuwirth adds the comment that, because such electronic phe-
nomena do not have the halakhic status of “writing,” there is no prob-
lem in spelling out or erasing the Divine Name on a computer screen. !t



