“Ayin Harah:
Silly Superstition

or Force to be
Reckoned With?”

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue
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[14] He sazd to them: Go out and discern which is the evil path from which a™37 NX K A o7 el g '1 ““7 X 17, ,\ ReR ERIERT oIS
man should distance himself. Rabbi Eliezer says: Raba' S - ——rm—y el
Yehoshua says: A wicked friend. Iénbbi Yose says: A}r/uicRabm D7 T ‘;D'u‘f BT T2 TR
Shimon says: One who borrows and does not repay; one who borrows from

man is like one who borrows from the Omnipresent, as it is said: ‘The wicked

one borrows and does not repay, but the Rightzous One is gracious and gives.”

Rabbi Elazar said: A wicked heart. He [Rabban Yochanan ber Zakkai] said to

them: | prefer the words of Elazar ben Arach to your words, for your words are

included in his words.

[18) Rabbi Yehoshua savs: (a) an the inclination, and T’K Xin M

hatred of other people remove a persan jrom the world.
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X3IX 72 AR N3 — The case of a vegetahie garden differs

“rom that of a courtyard, in line with the statement of R’ Abba,
37 WX XPT 27 MR K2R N 8x7 — for R’ Abba said in thé
name of Rav Huna, who said in the name of Rav:  5x5 RElJs
1'1.*':;.5 TI02 "™y’ ~ It is forbidden for a person to stand in hls
f!jlend’s field mnmpa N7RW RNY ywa — during the time it
dJsp’lays a standing crop, lest he become jealous and cast an evil
eve {_a;fz’n harc} on the field. Thus, the Sages requirad construc-
2on of a wall in a garden.™ where the gaze of a neighbor can
cause vac:uai monetary damage through ayin harg. However
SIace n a courtyard the absence of 2 w : l

: o i all can cause opiy
meonveruence and iog :

s of privacy, the Gemara cannot prove from

wne case oi tne zarden that visual frespass is likewise considered

injurious in a courtvard
J vard.
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The Gemara quotes the teaching each successive member of the
group stated to his colleagues: :
"nK) 77X nn2 — Another [Amora] then began and said the
following: xnyy 7my7 180 X7 — He who is traveling to a city
Ry xpyn vy — and is afraid of encountering an evil eve
there®" should do as follows:  muma X777 X3g1 21930 — Let him
take the thumb of his right hand and place it moxntry X112
— in his left hand; ™9XnwT X717 xopn — and let hir place
the thumb of his lefi hand awpu7 X712 — in his right hand.
=1 x'71 — And let him say the following: 152 92 s xax
— I, So-and-so, the son of So-and-so, xynxp v xyur -1
come from the progeny of Joseph,*  xgzha xpy ma xehy kY
— over whom an evil eye has no power. —pxiw — Asitis
written:*  99% n72 13.. — A charming son is Joseph, 12
R WYY B2 — a charming son fo the eye [alei ayin] etc.
opy-ry,. 1ipa Y% — Now, do not pronounce the : ords alei
ayin, 1'¢ 7% R9x — but rather. olei ayin, rising over the
eye % X2AM PR K372 1 31 — R’ Yose the son of R
Chanina said that the Scriptural source is from heres=  um,,
"YART 37E3 277 — and may they [the children of Joseph]
proliferate abundantly like fish within the land. =7 M
oYy ovean oM D12 — Just as it is true of fish in the sea that
water covers them, 272 NV =y Py pPXY — and thus, since
they cannot be seen, the evil eye has no power over them, fx
_g¥ 5% w1 — so too ivis regarding the progeny of Joseph: R
omz ne21w e 1y — The evil eye has no power over them.
"The Amora concludes his teaching:
a7 XYW KPP 51T 1X) — And if the person’s fear is not that he
will be victimized by the evil eve of others, buz rather. he is afraid

of his own evil eye,>  moRpEs mYNIT xonwX wmy — leth
look at the surface of his left nostril.
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R’ Yochanan had a somewhat different practice:
TPEmET MEYR 2mn i oxp W Swa omn oo 2 - R
Yochanan was accustomed to sit nexi to the enirance to the
women's mikveh, “nx — He explained: 5Sx7wt nuz o
merzvn nR) — When the Jewish women emerge and come
out from their required immersion 2 172001 — let them look

at me MMM MPIWI XY ¥y M) — and they will have
children as beautiful asL" 3134 &9 *mK — The Rabbis said
to him: X2 RPyn M 9nvp Xg X% — Is the master not
afraid of courting an evil eye?® 317 "R — [R' Yochanan]
replied tothem: xynx xpaers Ky 3n Rix — I come from the
progeny of Joseph  xw= Ryy M2 RYHY X737 — over whom an

evil eye has no power. 2m>7 — As it is writien:™ n72733,,
Y2y N5 12 907 — A charming son is Joseph, a charming
son to the eye [alei ayin]; 13X 127 1x) — and R’ Ababu said:
1y 9y 17 7% — Do not pronounce the words alei ayin, R5x
Ty *7y — but rather olei ayin, rising over the eye.™ 1w 121
Ramn mx Rn 212 — R Yose bar Chanina said thet the
Scriptural source was from here:™  ~yx7 273 377 2T, -
“And may they [the childrer. of Joseph] proliferate abundanily
like fish within the land”; — =y 'oon oM ormw IR —
just as it is true of fish in the sea that water covers them px}
272 NeW ¥ 7y — and thus the eye has no power over them,
qo™ W WwnI a8 — so too is it wrue regarding the progeny of

Joseph: =itz nuHIW ¥17 178 PR — The evil eye has no power
over them. =% mw3 'Ry — Or if you prefer, say that the

reasorn the evil eye has no power over Joseph 2nd his descendants
isthat 19w IRW man 787 Ny YW 1y — inthe case of an eye
such as Joseph's that did not wani to enjoy what was not his,
viz. Potiphar’s wife wno tried unsuccessfully o seduce him.**
13 YUY ¥ 18 % — the evil eye has no power against him.
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17 JRwR Xp T2 7YY 2307 — There, in the case of the petition o?
the children of Joseph. [Seripture] recorded the petition and
Joshua’s response o teach us a bit of sound advice, namely
X2 RPYR IIIRY UKD A7 waiey — that a person should
be:ware of an evil eye (ayin hare).i8

The Gemera explains how this advice is derived from Joshua’s
response to the children of Joseph:

FTWT 37 TBRET WM — And that (ie. that one should beware
of ayin hara) is the meaning of that which Joshua said to [the
children of Joseph]. =mn37 — For it is written: pi-bL
Ty A5 PR TAK 31-aytax YU 39X — And Joshua said
to them, “If you are a multitudinous people, ascend to the

forest.”™ 313 Tmr - Joshmz said to [the children of
Josephl:  ©™1y13 2anyy wamm 3% ~ “Go hide yourselves in

the forests that exist in your section of the Land, mbwn xby
Y1 7% 022 — so that the evil eye of others will not affect

(S‘% 2N _ic>> @ RAVA meTzial

“MT3 ger T oM, — The verse states: Hasgamy will remove
from you all illness.™ 23 1px — Ravsaid in sxplanation: Wt
T fers ic the evil eye, which is the source of all illness.®
AmyYY 21 — Rav said this in accordance with his own opinion,
which he stated elsewhere. ™12p 2% 2"99 217 — For Rav once
went Up 10 a cemetery, Tay% xy 93y — where he did
whatever he did* and discovered the cause of death of sach
person buried thers. UM PYTR mx — After
completing his investigation, he stated thai ninety-nine out of a
hundred die from an evil eye, YIX 7772 07 — and only one
from natural causes.
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The Gemara answers:
T Iy }3 TET 1y — With respect to inheritance, a son is
preferred by him; % X371y 1n2 "m1a 12wy — with respect
to ample provision, his daughter is preferred by him.

An alternztive answer:
Tpx oxiuwt — But Shmuel says:  11poy nqzan2 xon — Here
in the Mishnah, we are dealing with a woman giving birth to
her first ckild  XTom 27737 — And a father prefers his first
child to be & girl, as Rav Chisda taught. n3 x7om 37 Mz
aray no1 oo n7nn — For Rav Chisda said: A daughter first 5
a good omen for soms.  XTEXY X130 ™nxT XK — There
are some who say that this is because she raises her younger
brothers. X©"2 XPY 712 XUIY X597 "10x7 X3X1 — And there
are some who say that this is becauss the evil eye will not have
power over him.™
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The Gemara explains the TEDIY given 1o Jo
of Joseph:
Y R — They said to [Joshral: oI XYL AR~ “We
come from the seed of Joseph. xwm xpy s XYY X5
over whom the evil eve has no power.” ‘ '

The Gemara proves that the evil eye is poweriess againgt
Joseph's descendants:
237 — For it is written: "PETYIL naD Ragr e, - A
charming son is doseph, o charming son to the eye [alei
ayin/;® 3% 127 M%) — and R’ Abahu said: ™97, MR Sy
"% — Do not pronounce the words alei ayin, 1y w xhx —
but rather, olei ayin, rising over the eye.s X3 1273 oM 2n
X370 mx —~ R’ Yose the son of B’ Chanina said
Scripmural source is from heress

shua oy the children

that the
CYIRT 332 207 um, -
And may they {the children of J oseph! proliferate abundantly
like fish within the land D12 ST 2 - just asitis true of
fish in the sea thas T7Y '9an O ~ water covers them
B32 NYIW PR 1 - and thus the avil eve has no power over
them, 9917w 1wI19% ~ so too it is frue regarding the progeny
of Joseph: am2 nvhw pun 1'% — The 2vil eye has no power
over them.®
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Smy XMy 27 - And where did these dignitaries [ie.
Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah] go afier this incideni?'
The Gemara presents three opinions:

12 (Y37 17¥2 27 "ex — Rav said: They died through the “evil
eye”¥  wap 2172 X Sxmws — And Shmuel says: They
drowned in spittle. 5x11 y1x9 15y Tux v 27 — And R
Yochanan says: They went up to the Land of Israel™ xirp
nuI SuD MY Wy — married, and fathered sons and
danghters.
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Another teaching of Rav Yitzchak:
PO¥ 27 XY — And Rav Yitzchak said: TINYE 3020 R -
Blessingi! is not found 177 12 "ned 1373 XK — except in
something that is hidden from the eye. % RIT — as it is said:
UIMRRER NINATTNR AR 7 WY, ~ HASHEM will command the
blessing io be with you in your silos.

A similar teaching:
9XYpY? 137 137 X0 — A Baraisa was taught in the academy of
R'Yishmael: mnmynn3727 X — BLESSING IS NOT FOUND X3K
13 MU 19T PRY 1372 — EXCEPT IN SOMETHING UPON WHICH
THE EYE CANNOT GAZE.  "X3W — AS [TIS SAID:  3ax 7 1w,
UATRRNS TINANTNKR -~ HASHEM WILL COMMAND THE BLESSING io
be WITH YOU IN YOUR HIDDEN STORAGE PLACES. =
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EORM 3
IM THE UNITED STATES F'ATENT AND TRAGEMARK QFFICE
= £ OR SERVICE MARK

CCo CEW s_c ION {(b) OF THE ACT
Mark: KABBALAH RED STRING
WP, CL: 22

TQ THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS:

-

Kabbalah Centrs Intemational, Inc., a corperation duly arganized under the laws
of California, domiciled and deing business at 1062 Sauth Rabartson Boulevard, Las
Angeles, Califarnia 90035.

The abave-identifisd applicant requests that the mark shown in the

accompanylng drawing be ragistared for the following gaads and, if applicahle, sarvices

{insert desceription):;
RELIGIQUS ARTICLES, in Interational Class 22.

and raquests that sajd mark ke registered in the Uniled States Patent and Trademark
Offica on the Principal Register establishad by the Act of July 5, 1848 (15 U.S.C., §1051
gl. seq., as amended),

In aceordance with Section 1(b) of The Lanham Act, as amended, applicant has

a bona fide intentien to use the mark in commercs on or in connection with tha ahove-

identified goods and, if applicable, services,

1 of 3-FORM 3
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
SERTAL NO: 76400387

i ’ P43
APPLICANT: Kebhalsh Centre Internationsl, Inc. W6 11 A
CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS: RETURN ADDRESS:
WILLIAM H. COX : Commissioncr for Trademarks
JANVEY, GORDON, HERLANDS, RANDOLFH ey
335 LEXINGTON AVENUE m108@usp
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017 ecam1d8@uspta.gov

MARK: °~  KABBALAH RED STRING
CORRESPONDENT'S REFRRENCEDOCKETND: 1WA Plosce pravide i af eamepont

1. Filing date, cordsl mamibar, nuadd angd
CORRESPONDENT EMAIL ADDRESS: appliants rame,

2. Batz of this Oliite Acten

3, Bxamining Atloaney's sama sngd
Taw Offies numbar,

4, Your weleplione nender 284 wmuil
addrees,

QFFICE ACTION

TO AYOID ABANDONMENT, WE MUST RECEIVE A FROPER RESPONSE TO THIS
OFFICE ACTION WITHIN ¢ MONTHS OF OUR MAILING GR E-MAILING DATE.

RE: 2erial Number 76/490387

If 1he “religious arficles” are in the nature of red string, ragisteation is refused on the fallowing
basis:

The examining attomey refuses tegistration on the Principal Register hecanse the prapased mark

merely describes the goods/services. Trademark Act Seclion 2(e)(1), 15 U.S.C. §1052(e)(1};
TMED §§1209 o7 s

A mark is merely deseriplive under Trudemark Act Section 2{(e)(1), 15 U.5.C. §1082(=)(1), if it
describes an ingredient, guality, characteristic, function, fealuro, purpose or use of the relevant
goods/services. i re Gyulay, 820 F.2d 1216, 3 USPQ2d 1008 (Fed. Cir. 1987, Tnre Bed &
Breakfast Registry, 791 F24 137, 229 USPQ 818 (Fed. Cir. 1586); fn re MetPath Ine, 223 USPQ
88 (TTAR 1984); Jn re Bright.Crest, Ltd,, 204 USPQ 591 (TTAB 1979); TMED §1 200.01¢b).

Applicant seeks to register the tenn KABBALAH RED STRING for items indefinitely identified
83 “religious articles™. Rescoreh indicates that red string is warn for cartain purpases hy peopie of
the Tewish foith. Morzaver, it appears that it has some significance 1o practitioners of o mystical
segmenl of Jewish belief, Kabbalah. Therefore, the term as a whole would merely deseribe 2

1 home | archive | contest | search
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feature of the religious articles—items consisting or containing red siring, used in the practice of
Kabbalah or in suppert of Kobbalistic beliefs. For this reasan, registration is refused on the
Frineipal Register under the provisions of Section 2(e)}(1).

I the applicant choases to rezpond te the refusal to register, the applicant must alsa respond ta the
following informalities.

The wording “religions articles™ ia the identification of goods is unacceptable as indefinite. The
applicant must amend the identification to specify the commercie) name of the poods. If there is no

commeon commercial name for the praduet, the applicant must describe the product and its intended
uses. TMEP §1402.01,

Please specify the nature of such articles—i.e. helts containg red string, sliver candlehelders, ete,

The nature of the goods is not clear from the present record. In order to allow proper identification
and clagsificalion of the goods on which the applicant intends to use the merk, the applicant must
submit samples of advertisements or promotional materials for gaods of the samo type. If such
materials arc not available, the applicant muat submit a pholograph of similar goods and must
describe the nature, purposs and channels of trade of the poods on Which the applicant has asseriad
a bona fide jnsent 10 use the mark. 37 C.F.R. §2.61(b); TMEP §§814 and 14062.01(d).

- Since the'current identification clause could identify items in mave than one international clasa,
further information is required ta properly identify and clagsify the goods,

The exsmining attomey has searched the Office records and has found no similar registered or

pending mark which would bar registration under Trademade Aet Section 2(d), 15 US.LC.
§10352(d). TMEP §704.02,

/Henry 8. Zak/

Examining Allomney

Law Office 108

(703)308-9108 x 149
Haw to respond to this Office Actlon;

To respond formally using the Office’s Trademark Blectronic Application System (TEAS), visit
http:/fwww.usnte.goviteas/index.-html and follow the instrucions.

To respond formally via E-mail, visit : iipta. goviweh/trademarks/tmeleeresn.him
and follow the instructions.
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