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® Moses said, “With our youngsters and with our elders shall we go; with our sons and wig,

our daughters with our flock and with our cattle shall we go, because it is a festival of HASHEM
for us.’

10 He said to them, “So be HASHEM with you as [ will send you forth with your children/ Look
— the evil intent is opposite your faces. ! Not so; let the men go now. Serve HASHEM, for that
is what you seek!” And he drove them out from Pharaoh’s presence.
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-and lest you raise your eyes to the heaven and you see
the sun, and the moon, and the stars — the entire legion of heaven — and you be drawn astray
and bow to them and worship them, which HASHEM, your God, has apportioned to all the
peoples under the entire heaven! 2° But HASHEM has taken you and withdrawn you from the iron
crucible, from Egypt, to be a nation of heritage for Him, as this Uery dag.
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3 You sha.ll be wholehearted with HASHEM,

N oD

your God. ' For these nations that you are
possessing — they listen to astrologers
and diviners; but as for you.— not so has

HasHEM, your God, given for you.

(*0) 05

13. 758 ' oy MR omR — YOU SHALL BE WHOLEHEARTED WITH HASHEM, YOUR GOD.
nmmna — Walk with Him with wholeheartedness.

what He has in store for you,
But rather,

nYTNY "nx pnn X9 — and do not delve into the future.
Ty X2 M Y3 — whatever comes upon you nmmna Yan — accept with whole-
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1 noym — Look ahead to Him, i.e., trust in
XoK -

heartedness, y man 1% — and then you will be with Him  %pbn%1 — and of His portion.2
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1337 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 12y, — Scrip-
ture states: These shall not be found among you . . . @ ME’ONEIN. ¥
TNIX JIYNW 127 — R SHIMON SAYS: %y 7131w nyavw apna
1"V — THIS IS a reference to ONE WHO PASSES SEVEN KINDS OF
MALE SEED OVER HIS EYES.48  mmnix omam — BUT THE
SAGES SAY: DWW NKX MiRT 71 — THIS IS a reference to ONE
WHO CREATES ILLUSIONS.H”  —nix X2Wpy 271 — R’ AKIVA
SAYS: niw) DY 2wnma 1 — THIS IS a reference to ONE
WHO CALCULATES TIMES AND HOURS,®  NRyJ 1D ord Bk
— AND SAYS: TODAY IS FELICITOUS FOR DEPARTURE;*®!  7m37
N’ N9 — TOMORROW IS FELICITOUS FOR BUYING;®0  v1m7
nisT YN NPYIAW QY — THE EVE OF THE SEVENTH YEAR
USUALLY produces SUPERIOR WHEAT;®Y  num niubp mpw
Ny — UPROOTING LEGUMES prevents them FROM BECOMING
SPOILED.%
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_The Gemara cites a group of three teachings:
DT 127 DWW 2 MN KD 12 ORIMW 127 IR T 12 12 727wk
Yy¥in wx — Rabbah bar bar Chanah said in the name of R’
Shmuel bar Marta who said in the name of Rav who said in
the name of R’ Yosef,"¥!' the leader of Hotzeil: pbxw pxw pan
o™1723 — From where do we derive that one should not consult
astrologers?® by n oy man omn, wxw — For it
says:*¥ You shall be wholehearted with Hashem your God. ™
MR 272 0K WA ST XY 1MAN2 Y pum — And from
where do we derive that if one knows that his friend is greater
than him in Torah scholarship, even with regard to only one
thing, a1 375 3mw — that he is obligated to accord him
honor? =mxyw — For it is says:“  ma xpm ma 1 5ap-52.,
(rxnutebathy nnmpnb rowy xa%m) — Because of the extra
spirit [of wisdom that was] in him, the king thought to
appoint him over the whole kingdom.*® =y ©7 5y nawrm
vnw® nyox — Also, a woman who is observing her days of
tohar blood"" is forbidden to cohabit after her tohar days end
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The iedger record continues:
N3wW3 Mn37 1K1 'Rk7 — He who is born on a Monday "33 ™
Y- will be an angry man.  xuyv 'xn — What is the reason?
Pxma 1W92X7 0wy — Because on [Monday] of Creation the
: waters were divided.”  xawa xn9na7 X% 'x1 — He who is
';born on a Tuesday 7y 723 %17 — will be a wealthy man,
i X171 xan ~ and he will be a promiscuous man.®  xpyw KD —
What is the reason? mawy an 1M2'R7 Dwwn — Because on
[’I\lesday] of Creation herbage was created.?® yxp Rn
:x;\p; 7y371x37 — He who is born on a Wednesday =31 '
'1’1:1 w2t ~ will be a wise and radiant® man,  xpyv wn -
What is the reason? n1MIkn ™3 N7 Dwn — Because on
[Wednesday] of Creation the luminaries were set in place.

{ K3w3 Xwnna7 |Xn k1 — He who is born on a Thursday %1
e 131 - will be 2 man who performs deeds of
: kindness.
i niowy ony — Because on [Thursday] of Creation fish and fowl
; were created.®!
. Friday

xmm Xy — What is the reason? 3 v OWM
RN3Y "9yn3a71 IR0 Kk — He who isbornon a
1717 723 ' — will be an assiduous man.
The Gemara explains:

PO%1 73 1203 37 "R ~ R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak said: 1710
niyn3 — Asgiduous in the pursuit of mitzvos.

The ledger record continues:
T RD3WaT 1R1 'R71 — He who is born on a Sabbath xpawa
nm) — will be destined to die on a Sabbath, by 19nxT %y
RN2WT K37 Xpv — since they had to desecrate the great day of
Sabbath on his behalf,ss!

The Gemara adds:
X7'W 37 72 K37 78R — Rava bar Rav Shila said: k37 R¢™R1
™Mpn! — And he shall be called a great and holy [man].!%

The Gemara cites an opinion dissenting from the one reflected
in R’ Yehoshua ben Levi’s ledger:
X037 1MY K — R’ Chanina said to [the students who read
theledger]: x1% 135 mY 1K pie — Go out and tell the son
of Leva'i [R’ Yehoshua ben Levil:  ©71s o» b x% — It is not
the celestial sign of the day that influences a man’s nature;
D72 YW 91 XX — rather it is the celestial sign that dominates
at the hour of one’s birth®” that influences a man’s nature, as

follows: rmm37 1xp %71 — He who is born during the hour of
the sun  ynvT 133 "M — will be a person of lustrous appear-
ance. My 'nY) Mmbrm Yax v — He will eat of his own

food and drink of his own beverages, jn%3 w171 — but his
secrets will be revealed to all. nyyn x5 any ox — If he
attempts to steal, he will not be successful.®8 231327 1X1R K1
ma1) — He who is born during the hour of the planet Venus *m
M7 K MY 133 - will be a wealthy man and will be a
promiscuous man: Xpyv 'Xp ~ What is the reason? DWn
X7 M3 T71KT — Because the fire of passion burns in it.”
331337 189 'R — He who is born during the hour of Mercury
2'3m 13 123 w1 — will be a radiant and wise man., DWnR
X371 7107 X7007 — Because [Mercury] is the secretary, i.e. the
constant companion, of the sun.0 33537 1x% 'x7 — He who
is born during the hour of the moon w71 Yrap nay ¥ — will
be a man who suffers afflictions. 1Rz — He will build
and raze, 'X33)7'nY — raze and build. 1wy XY AN
mir X517 — He will have to eat food that is not his own and
drink beverages that are not his own, (M3 it — but his
secrets will remain concealed. nYyn 233 ox — Ifhe attempts
to steal, he will succeed.!«!

foretold by the celestial signs.«#

born during the hour of Saturn P52 mn3wma 133 m — will

be a man whose every plan comes to naught.? MRRT N -
But some say: "2 M5y pawmet b2 — Every plan that is
plotted against him will come to naught. PI¥IT IRD RO -
He who is born during the hour of Jupiter 137y 123 " - will
be a man of rectitude.
The Gemara explains: -
pry? 93 1M1 37 MK — R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak said: ™
myna — That means he will be a man of rectitude regarding
mitzvos, i.e. he will be charitable.3
R’ Chanina concludes:
21137 1% X7 — He who is born during the hour of Mars  »m
X7 WX 133 ~ will be a man who spills blood. s '
The Gemara explains:
w1371 R — R’ Ashi said: He is destined to be a spiller of blood
in some way, NI TX XM30OX X333 K KK K — whether he
becomes a bloodletter or a thief*s! or a shochef or a mohel.
The Gemara objects to R' Chanina’s opinion:
137 "mx — Rabbah said: 3 omixna xax - I was born
during the hour of Mars, and yet [ am not a spiller of blood!
The Gemara responds:
wax mx - Abaye said to him: Yy vy my m — The
master has also punished and killed those who violate his
rulings. Thus, in this sense, you are also a spiller of blood. 6!
A fundamental dispute:

mmx — It was stated: =X X311 937 — R’ Chanina says:

o Ym — The celestial sign of one's birth determines

intelligence;” wyn 51 — the celestial sign of one’s birth
determines wealth; ‘:mwa‘: 51 WM — and the celestial signs
hold sway even over Israel, i.e. no one can escape the fate
7K 12 a7 - R’ Yochanan
says:  5x7w'® 51 1% — The celestial signs hold no sway over
Israel, ie. prayer and merits can prevail over the fate they
foretellL*  AmyuY yanm 131 X711 — And R’ Yochanan follows
his own reasoning expressed elsewhere 1309 129 KRT - for
R’ Yochanan said:  9%7%% 5m pxw 1"m — From where do
we know that the celestial signs hold no sway over Israel?
MKW — As it says:  ymbacbx oman 11bx n ks, —
So says Hashem: Do not adopt the way of the nations ninxm
“TIRTI AT N2 AN Y X 0mwn — and do not fear the signs
of the heavens, for the nations fear them. Sxqun RS inm o
— They, the nations, should fear them, but not Israel.
The Gemara adds:

57wy 5 P 129 27 9% — And Rav too holds that the
celestial signs hold no sway over Israel. ~nx n7vm a7 0K
371 — For Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: pxw tn
%71 Y — From where do we know that the celestial signs
hold no sway over Israel? mxiv — Asitsays:® inx xym,,
nynn — And He took him outside, and said: Gaze toward the
Heavens ... X 71m3 wiTpn 15Y 893K K ~ Abraham said
before the Holy One, Blessed is He: o5 Sw uian — Master
of the Universe, 'nx wair'na-1a,, — my steward inherits
me ...’ X315 My — [The Holy One] replied to him: No,
that one will not inherit you, " q'ynum R¥! WX Ox"13,, — only he
that shall come forth from within you shall inherit you.'s
o7y Sw ma3 mpY MKk — [Abraham] then said before him:
Master of the Universe! 19w nuravy'xa 'nanos - I have
already consulted my astrology, 12 T%wb nxy %1 ~ and I
see that I am not fit to bear a son! ™Y 3nx — [The Holy One]
said to him: 75w mumvyxn Xy - Go outside of your
astrology,®  5x7w1 Y1 1xw ~ for the celestial signs hold no
sway over Israel!l 7 ny3xn — What do you suppose, 32




37¥13 Py R¥p7T -~ that Jupiter, in whose hour you were born, is
situated in the west, and you are therefore infertile? K37
nma mh xympins — I will simply move it around and situate
it in the east.” 2'n371nM — And that is the meaning of that
which is written:® 19375 xR pI¥ AR VYR M, — Who
awoke Tzedek [Jupiter] from the east, He summoned it because
of him [Abraham]. @

Several incidents are cited that corroborate this principle:
SR b1 pr SxmwTm — And so too from an incident that
once occurred with Shmuel, we may conclude that the celestial
signs hold no sway over Israel. ram n vhax1%xmw7 — For
Shmuel and Avleit were once sitting together 7371 kg nm
KRAKY WK — a8 some men were going to a swamp to cut reeds.
Hxinwh vhax m‘: My — Avleit said to Shmuel: Y x931 %07
"MK X9 — This man will go but he will not come back; e L]
nvpt RN MY — a snake will bite him and he will die.®!

K
9xmw MY — Shmuel said to [Avleit]: x115%7%1 93 % — Ifhe
isadew, mx19mx - hewill go and come.” nxy5MR AR

- While [Shmuel and Avleit] were sitting there, [the man]
went and came back. m2wY Ay uhax by — Avleit stood up
and threw off [the man’s] pack of reeds.  proo7 )P WX
312 N3 "t ~ He found amid the reeds a snake that had
been cut into two pieces.® Sxmw mY mx — Shmuel said to
(the man]: n73y %1 — What have you done that might have
made you worthy of escaping death? m% mx — He said to
(Shmuell: 19317777 *172 X027 1m0 M xev 53 — Every
day we all throw our bread together in one basket and eat it.®
Xpam mh ma x97 1m m XK ma k3R — Today I realized
there was one of us who did not have any bread to throw in,
q93™m Xp M7 — and he was growing embarrassed. 1Y Kymx
— Itold them all:  xpyn7x) Xymixp x3% — I am going to get up
and collect the bread today. 21 'Rvn 13 — When I reached
that person, mpn i lin | 1R13 1RWDI KW — I pretended to
take something from him, and made up the difference with my
ownbread, f'e:% X573 - so that he should not become
embarrassed. ™% "px - [Shmuel] then told him: myn
n73¥ - You have done a good deed, i.e. an act of true charity.no
w171 Y% mw po) — Shmuel went out and expounded: npyy,,
“nmn "¥n - And charity saves from death;™ nnmm x%)

nawy — and not just from an unusual death,
— but even from death itself.:2

9X711% S R M3 X239y 12771 — And so too from an incident
that once occurred with R’ Akiva we may conclude that the
celestial signs hold no sway over Israel. m5 RN K3y 1277
xn13 — For R’ Akiva had a daughter about whom v »nx
%772 — the astrologers®™ told him:  xy31 13% nomy7 xnn Ky
— The day she enters her bridal chamber xnm1 xyn a7 prw
— asnake will bite her and she will die. xnbmx xyx1 My
K31 — [R’ Akiva] was extremely worried over this matter.
KN30 XNYpY xpw kM — On that day (of her wedding) she
took her brooch X713 Xny1 — and stuck it in the wall.
RIPMT Y3 2K Mk — It happened that when she did so,
[the needle] lodged in the eye of a snake, killing it. 3 X70¥Y
A% MW X7 — In the morning, when she took [the brooch] out
of thewall, m7n3 xR P Ky M - the dead snake fol-
lowed, stuck fast to [the brooch]; max a% 9ux — upon which
her father said to her: nTay *xn — What have you done to be
worthy of such a close escape? mb mmx —~ She said to him:
RI3IX K KUY KN X1D3 — In the afternoon, a pauper came
and called out from the doorway, xuby *H1a Un L 1R}
XNHYD2 — but everyone was busy at the wedding banquet
mypwT X391 - and no one heard him. nbpy xymxp
"5 N3 %3001y ~ I stood up and took my portion that had
beengivenme mYmimnam - andIgaveittohim. nY =k
— [R’ Akiva] said toher: 712y ¥ ~ You have done a good
deed, an act of true charity. w77 X3Py 127 pp) — R’ Akiva
went out and expounded: *'nyn Ywn npIv., — And charity
saves from death; nywn nnmm X% — and not just from an
unusual death, Yy nnvan RYX — but even from death itself.

Another incident:

9x777 Y PR 13 Pyt 92 pan 12779 — And so too from the
incident that occurred with R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak we may
conclude that the celestial signs hold no sway over Israel.
X793 MY IRK pOY! 73 1AM 1377 KT — For the astro-
logers once told R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak’s mother: 7173
M1 X333 — Your son will be a thief. mw mb; mnpaY kY -
She never allowed him to uncover hishead. ™% nnx - She
told him:  xmw7 xnwx 7y N7 o 2 e w9y — Cover
your head so that the fear of Heaven should be upon you,™!
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The Gemara introduces another factor that affects the length of
a person’s life:
X33 7mx — Ravasaid: wmina»n — The length of a person’s
life, the number of his children and the extent of his suste-
nance: Xnbm xn xnna x5 — Each matter is not depen-
dent on his merit; xnm x1Hn X912 KYK — rather, the
matter is dependent on mazal, 1%

Rava offers an observation as evidence:
NIRTTY 1337 390 X790 3717131 X777 — For Rabbah and Rav

Chisda were both righteous rabbis, as is evident from the fact
that  x9vm X1 *9¥n W — one master would pray for rain
and rain would fall, x-um MR 9¥n M — and the other
master would also pray for rain and rain would fall.®® 14
¥ PRI VWA mn %700 — Yet Rav Chisda lived ninety-two
years, IWax mn n37 — whereas Rabbah lived only forty
years. %7 pmw x7om 37 %3 — Rav Chisda’s household

. celebrated sixty weddings, 0 IR PRW 3193 —~ whereas
‘ Rabbah’s household suffered sixty bereavements.! a7 1

wann x9 11%3% x7mo x10nm — Rav Chisda’s household fed
bread of fine flour to their dogs and it was not needed,** 3
nanwn X9 wpkb WYT KRd3 13Y - whereas Rabbah's
household fed bread of barley flour to people and not enough of
it could be found, "
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The Gemara now tells about the poverty of the Amora, R’

- Elazar ben Pedas:

X31L xnbm My X1 N9 12 MYYR 27 — R’ Elazar ben Pedas

was exceedingly poor. RnYn 12y — Once, he had his blood
let  oyunY mmb myg &%) ~ and had nothing to eat.s Spy
KRINT X33 ~ So he took a clove of garlic I3 AW — and
put it into his mouth. o mab whn — He grew faint and fell
asleep. 3 9wy 1334 51nx — The Rabbis went to inquire
about him  mm 33 xp7 v A - and they saw that he was
crying and laughing in his sleep, mnasxn R ROWIY POy —
and that a ray of light emanated from his forehead. "ynx o3
~ When he awoke, % 11nx ~ they asked him, xnpyv Ry
nanm n13p - “Why were you crying and laughing?’ -nx
115 — He said to them, xi I3 wiRT my 2 mat — “For
I had a dream? in which the Holy One, Blessed is He, was sit-
ting withme ™% 1mx) ~ and I said to Him, MYPYX T Y
xny 2 — ‘How long will I continue to suffer in this world?’
RERIEIRL) XY — And He said to me, ‘Elazar, My son, R
Xwr I kn%YH MInKT 1Y — would you like Me to turn the world
back to the beginning and create it anew? n17:nn7 WoK
T Xnyw3 - Perhaps, you would then be born at a time of
abundant food."®  mmpYh v K - Isaid before Him, 'xn 913
WORY ~ You would do all this and still only “perhaps” my
situation would improve?” " vy — I then said to Him,
RIIT IR 00 "7 ~ ‘Is what I have lived so far the greater part
of my life or what I am still destined to live?’ R ek -
He said to me, ‘What you have already lived is more than what
you are still destined to live”  xpwa xY 13 ox gy Mg ~ 1
replied before Him, ‘If so, I do not want You to turn the world
back.’®!  v5 qpx — He said to me, RPya XY nInKT R7a% R
— ‘As areward for your saying, “I do not desire that the world
be turned back,”2 1y xnbyh 15 X137 — I will give you in
the World to Come NI92 3T IMPISK XOWRT RN Mo n
N3 - thirteen rivers of balsam oil as clear as the Euph-

mebnn med dla Twnt.. - A o e Tl TSP TS NSNS [T L 1)
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. . On considering
the customs of the heathen in their worship, you will find that in certain
-kinds of worship they turn toward stars, in others to the two great lumi-
naries; frequently they choose the rise of signs in the Zodiac for sowing and
- fumigating ; and as to the circuits made by those who plant or sow, some
complete five circles, corresponding to the five planets, with the exclusion
of the two luminaries ; others go seven times round, according to the number
of the planets, when including sun and moon. They believe that all these
practices are magic charms of great efficiency in agriculture. Thus those
practices lead to the worship of stars; and therefore all practices of those
nations have been prohibited, in the words, “ Ye shall not walk in the manners

of the nation which I cast out before you” (Lev. xx. 23).
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Mitzvah 32: This is the admonition that we have been
- warned [not] to direct our deeds by choosing times
- according to the arrangements of the stars, so that we
: should [not] say, “This day is appropriate for project
¢ X,” and intend to do it, or “This day is not desirable

for doing project X,”” and hold off from doing it. And
that is what He has said: “There shall not be found
amongst you a “Me’onen ” and this prohibition is
repeated, as it says “Lo te’onenu” (Leviticus 19:26),
and the Sifra explains “Lo te‘onenu — refers to those
who set times.”

[The prohibition of Lo te’onenu] is conjugated
from the word “Ona” — time. This means, there
should not be amongst you a person who establishes
times and says, “This time X is good and that time Y
is bad.” And one who transgresses this prohibition is
liable for lashes. This refers to the one who foretells
the times, not to the one who asks about time.
However, also asking about this matter is forbidden,
in addition to its being an untrue matter. And a
person who directs his actions for a specific time out
of a calculation that he will succeed or be lucky this
way — he also gets whipped by lashes, inasmuch as he
did a deed. Also included in this prohibition is
“Achizat einayim’ (sleight of hand), as our Sages
have said, “Me’onen — that is one who practices
sleight of hand.”
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13. THOU SHALT BE WHOLE-HFARTED WITH THE
- ETERNAL THY G-D. The meaning thereof is that we are to direct
our hearts to Him only, and believe that He alone does everything. It is
- He Who knows the truth about all future events, and from His
prophets, or from His pious ones, in other words the Urim and
Thummim!®* — are we to inquire about future events. We are not to
inquire of the astrologers or from anyone else, or by any means to trust
that their words will be fulfilled. Instead, if we hear any prediction [of
the diviners] we should say, “Everything is in the hands of Heaven, %
for Heisthe G-d of gods'®s Who is supreme above all, the Omnipotent
One over everything, Who changes the set order of the stars and
constellations at His Will, Who frustrateth the tokens of the imposters,
and maketh diviners mad, "% and we are to believe that future events
will occur according to man’s drawing closer to His service. Therefore
after the warning against inquiring about future events from diviners,
and of seeking on behalf of the living to the dead,'* he stated that you
are to be whole-hearted with G-d in all these matters and not be afraid
of those who tell of things to come. Rather, you should inquire of His
prophet and to him shall you hearken.!® And this is the opinion of
Onkelos who translated, “You shall be whole-hearted in the fear of the
Eternal your G-d,” meaning that you should not be deficient in the
fear of Him, for tamim (whole) indicates perfection in a thing, just as
‘sehtamim’ (a lamb that is perfect)'®® means one that is without
blemish and any deficiency. This verse [before us] constitutes a
positive commandment.'®® I have already mentioned this in
connection with the verse, and be thou whole-hearted. 2°®
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