SHOULD I STAY
OR
SHOULD I GO?

Aliyah Against Parental Objection “

|

|

" Rabbi Efrem Goldberg &

—



(D) Torawi - Exous 2012

12 Honor'your father and your.mother,
HasHeM, your God, gives you

@ ToRAH - DEUTERONOMY 5:°16

16 Honor your father and your mother, as HASHEM,
days will be lengthened and so Uzarirw_illbegoodforyou, upo

gives you.
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so that your days will be lengthened‘ upon the land that

your God, commanded you, 50 that your
nthzlandUzatHA.srm,yquod.
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7oy — It was indeed necessary for the Torah to write this.
RKIMR 0y7 KpY0 ~ For had it not done so, you might have
thought to say: Bipn bw via3h oxy ax mam wpm Sxin -
Since the idea of honoring one’s father and mother is com-
pared by the Torah to the idea of honoring the Omnipresent,
183 "mnxw — for indeed, it is stated here: amx-nx 122,
uX-nK) — Honor your father and your mother,™ “nxn
1777 — and it is stated further on, in another verse: 4133,
0 1-nx — Honor God with your property; ¥ nwy% q3%n
mY — since these two concepts are compared, it could have been
thought that one should therefore listen to [his father] even
when his father asks him to transgress a commandment.®?  xp
b yuwh X9717 vown — [The Torah] therefore informs us that
this is not the case; one should not listen to him.
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MishAnaf This Mishnah discusses the right of a person to require his family to relocate when the starting
point or destination is Eretz Yisrasl:
X1y 7x%7 17y Y3 — A person can force all the members o »is household to goup to Eretz Yisrael to live there, **

x*¥n 937 px1 — but he can force none o them to leave etz Yisrael
ishnah di s tio: gard to Jerusalem:

The Mishnah discusses the same quesiiut: 1 reg : ale .
mywimb 1oy 931 — A person can force ail the members of his household to go up to Jerusalerp, f,:aab1 ..h
0 but he c: - ot
nx1ym — but he can force none of them to leave Jerusalem.  owin mx) 0wkt 0% — The same is true for

! D

i18)

men and women.

\ Baraisa records the rulings that apply when a husband and
wil'e disagree about moving to Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem:
13137110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: nbyb ik ki —
IF HE WANTS them TO GO UP to Eretz Yisrael or to Jerusalem,
My7 XYW NIk XM — AND SHE WANTS them NOT TO GO
UP, mby270ix 913 — WE FORCE HER TO GO UP with him. ox)
XY — BUT IF she will NOT go up with him despite our efforts,
721N3 K92 X¥R — then SHE MUSTLEAVE him, i.e. accept a divorce,
WITHOUT receiving A KESUBAH.®"  mbyb nimix xm — 17
SHE WANTS them TO GO UP,  niby% XY@ amx X1 — AND HE
WANTS them NOTTO GO UP, miby 1N 1"093 — WE FORCE HM
TO GO UP with her.™  m31n3 1m X931 185 BX) — BUT IF he will
NOT go up with her then HE MUST DIVORCE her AND GIVE her the
KESUBAH.

The Baraisa continues regarding a husband and wife who
disagree about leaving Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem:
NX¥9 NIRIX K91 — IF SHE WANTS them TO LEAVE RHW 1R x9m
NXY¥9 — AND HE WANTS them NOT TO LEAVE, X5y mnix poin
NX¥Y ~ WEFORCE HERNOTTOLEAVE. 1x5 BX} — BUTTIF she will
NOT remain in Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem despite our efforts,
73In2 X532 KYD — THEN SHE MUST LEAVE him, i.e. accept a
divorce, WITHOUT receiving AKESUBAH. NX¥9 131X X1 — IFHE
WANTS them TO LEAVE, nx¥7 XY@ namix x'm — BUT SHE
WANTS them NOT TO LEAVE, nx¥y X5% 1nix 1'sis — then WE
FORCE HIM NOTTOLEAVE. XY BX) — BUT IF he will NOT remain
in Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem, m3wn> 1o X%t — HE MUST
DIVORCE her AND GIVE her the KESURAR.
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53. AND YE SHALL DRIVE OUT THE INHABITANTS OF THE
LAND, AND DWELL THEREIN; FOR UNTO YOU HAVE I
GIVEN THE LAND TO POSSESS IT. In my opinion this is a posidve
commandment,®* in which He is commanding them to dwell in the
Tand and inherit it, because He has given it to them and they should
not reject the inheritance of the Eternal.** Thus if the thought occurs
to them to go and conquer the land of Shinar or the land of Assyria or
any other country and to settle therein, they are [thereby]
transgressing the commandment of G-d. And that which our Rabbis
have emphasized, the significance of the commandment of settling in
the Land of Israel, and that it is forbidden to leave it [except for
certain specified reasons], and [the fact] that they consider a worman
“who does not want to emigrate with her husband to live in the Land of
Israel as a “rebellious [wife],”® and likewise the man?’ — the source of
all these statements is here [in this verse] where we have been given this
eommandment, for this verse constitutes a positive commandment.*
This commandment He repeats in many places, such as Go in and
_ possess the Land.*® Rashi, however, explained: “And ye shall drive out
the inhabitants of the Land — [if] you dispossess it of is inhabitants,
then ye will be able to dwell therein, and to remain there, but if not,
you will not be able to remain in it.” But our interpretation [of the
verse] is the principal one.
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1337 20 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 1% "nx arw pim
MAR — FROM WHERE IS IT DERIVED THAT IF [A KOHEN'S] FATHER
TOLD HIM, xnu® — ‘“Retrieve the lost object and BECOME
TAMEL” ™ 1nnn %X 19 "KW 1% — OR if [HIS FATHER] TOLD HIM;
“DO NOT RETURN the lost object you see before you,” xby
19 V1¥" — THAT HE SHOULD NOTLISTEN TO [HISFATHER]?  "RKIW
— FORITISSTATED:™! 37nwn *INawW-NR1INTIA MR IR UK,
— [EVERY] MAN, YOU SHALL REVERE YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER,
AND MY SABBATH YOU SHALL OBSERVE, ‘' '11 1% — and the verse
then concludes: 74M GOD, implying: 11233 13 D3%33 — ALLOF
YOU — you, as well as your father — ARE OBLIGATED to uphold MY
HONOR.%! It can thus be shown that if your father tells you to vio-
late the Torah’s commandments, you are not to heed his demand.
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AR Rpx X mb M oox 37 — Rav Assi had this elderly
mother. pwwan xrya MY nnpg — Once she told him, “I
want jewelry.” 7% 13y — He thereupon made jewelry for her.
X731 Rpya - Subsequently, the mother said. “I want a
husband.” 9% pym3 — Rav Assi replied, “I will look for one for
you.” 3nn 'vsw-r X731 Xpy3 — She then said, I want one as
handsome as you.” ‘nnwv'r ry RS by apaw —~ [Rav Assil
left her and went to Eretz Yisrael* 7 NAR IR RPIVRY ~
[Rav Assi] heard that she was coming after him to Eretz
Yisrael. % 7mx a7 mnph xnx — He came before R’
Yochanan and asked him: y‘nx‘: wm‘a YRR NRYy WM -
What is [the law] — may one leave the Land of Israel and go
abroad? =wwx MY Ak — [R’ Yochanan] replied to him: It is
prohibited.™ i xpx nx1pY — Rav Assi then asked: But if I
go out to meet my mother, what is [thelaw]? y717 2 Y K
— [R’ Yochanan] replied to him: I do not know."® nanx
xnx 117 xpMe — [Rav Assi] waited a short while and then
returned to R’ Yochanan. m% 7mx — [R’ Yochanan] said to
him: nxy% m¥In3 'ox — Assi, you wish to leave. mpnn
oy m - May the Omnipresent return you to Babylonia
in peace.'”!
Rav Assi ponders his encounter with R’ Yochanan:

a1y5x 177 MRy xnx — [Rav Assi] came before R’ Elazar.
nnn naTn xn‘:'x obwy on Mm% nx ~ [Rav Assi] said to him,
“Heaven forbid, but perhaps [R’ Yochanan] was angry at me
for wanting to leave Eretz Yisrael.” 7% nnxwxnm? mx - [R’
Elazar] asked him, “What did [R’ Yochanan] say to you?”
25wy Jnm mppa M mx — [Rav Assi] told him, "R’
Yochanan said, ‘May the Omnipresent return you to Babylonia
in peace.’” % anx — [R’ Elazar] said to [Rav Assi], ax)
79 qnan ma XY nm"l R — “If he were angry, he would not
have blessed you.”
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