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Are We Progressing or Regressing? The Doctrine of Degeneration

wiscoveryNews,

Are Shrinking Brains Making Us Smarter?
The average size of the human brain has decreased by about 10

percent over the last 30,000 years,
Mon Fab 7, 2011 11:05 AM ET | content provided by AFP

Human brains have shrunk over the past 30,000 years, puzzling scientists who argue It is
not a sign we are growing dumber but that evalution is making the key motor leaner and
more efficlent.

The average size of modern humans — Homo sapiens - has decreased about 10 percent
during that period - from 1,500 to 1,359 cubic centimeters (91 o 83 cubie inches), the size
of a tennis ball.

Women's brains, which are smaller on average than those of men, have experienced an
equivalent drop in size.

These measurements were taken using skulls found in Europe, the Middie East and Asia.
“d called that a major downsizing in an evolutionary eye blink," John Hawks of the
University of Michigan told Discover magazine.

But other anthrapologists note that brain shrinkage is not very surprising since the stronger
and larger we are, the more gray malter we need fo control this larger mass.

The Neanderthal, a cousin of the modern human who disappeared about 30 millennia ago
for alill unknown reasons, was far more massive and had a larger brain.

The Cre-Magnons whao left cave paintings of large animals in the monumental Lascaux cave
over 17,000 years ago were the Homo sapiens with the biggest brain, They were also
stronger than their modern descendants,

Psychology professor David Geary of the University of Missouri said these tralts were
necessary to survive in a hostile environment,

He has studied the evolution of skull sizes 1.8 million fo 10,000 years old as our ancestors
and cousins fived in an increasingly complex social enviranment,

Geary and his colleagues used population density as a measure of social complexity, with
the hypothesis that the more humans are living closer together, the greater the exchanges
between group, the division of labor and the rich and varled Interactions between peaple,

They found that brain size decreased as population density increased.

"As complex societies emerged, the brain became smaller because people did not have to
be as smart to stay alive,” Geary told AFP,

But the downsizing does not mean modern humans are dumber than thelr ancestors --
rather, they simply developed different, more sophisticated forms of intelligence, sald Brian
Hare, an assistant professor of anthropology at Duke University.

He noted that the same phenomenon can be observed in domestic animals compared to
their wild counterparts.

So while huskies may have smaller brains than wolves, they are smarter and more
sophisticated because they can understand human communicative gestures, behaving
similarly to human children,

"Even though the chimps have a larger brain {than the bonobo, the closest extant relative to
hurmans), and even though a wolf has a much larger brain than dogs, dogs are far more
sophisticated, intelligent and flexible, so intelligence is not very well linked to brain size,"
Hare explained.

He sald humans have characteristics from both the bonobo and chimpanzee, which is more
aggressive and domineering.

“The chimpanzees are viclent because they want power, they try to have control and power
over aothers while bonobos are using viclence to prevent one for dominating them,” Hare
continued,

"Humans are both chimps and bonobos in their nature and the question is how can we
release more bonobo and less chimp.

*f hope bonobos win... it will be befter for avaryons,” he added,
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4. Shabbos 112b

After citing the superlatives by which Chizkiyah described R’
Yochanan, the Gemara cites statements in which scholars of
earlier generations are similarly described: '

RT3 KT K KR IRE - R’ Zeira said in the name of
Rava bar Zimona: . mpxby s mywxy ok ~ If the early ones,
i.e. the scholars of previous genevations, were sons of angels,
DK 1R 1K — we are sons of meny  IUAK 1 TNWXT BK) —
and if the early ones were sons of men, WINNR L — We ave
like donkeys. 13 BI3E 137 YY) KDY 13 XA R Y it K5
1) ~ And not, mind you, like the donkey of R’ Chanina ben
Dosa or that of R’ Pinchas ben Yair, oty 13w sy - but

rather ltke other donkeys.i¥

5. Eruvin 533

R' Yochanan compares the earlier generations with the later
generations: (
LY g R ~ R Yochanan said:  omiwxy by ey maw
anitn W sor1an — The fingernail of the earlier [generations]
was better than the entire abdomen of the later ones,™

R’ Yochanan i3 challenged:
wi?y Wy Y i — Reish Lakish said to him:  ngyms - On
the contrary, vy mavux — the later ones are better
becauze . 1ing oy Kp niobn TayY XpKT 2 5y 8 ~ even
though they are subjected to the dominion of foreign kingdoms,
nevertheless, they occupy themselves with the study of
Torah.B4 '

R’ Yochanan replies: ‘
my i ~ [R’ Yochanan] said to himt rmmin 73 - The
presence and absence of the Temple demonstrate that the earlier
generations were superior, DMK TN KDY ogtwRy
— for [the Temple] was restored to the earlier ones but it has
not as yet been restored to the later ones

The Gemara records a similar discussion:
s w1 ne oKy ~ They inguired of RY Elazar;  ouiwxy
moiTy Dy R oty — Were the earlier ones greater or
were the later omes greater? pgy =wy -~ [R' Elazar]
answered them: 1923 pyyy 1un ~ Sel your eyes upon the
Templel® <

The Gemara records another version of B’ Blazar's response:
ke K318 —~ There are those who say that the answer was as
follows: ma% = — [R’ Elazar] said to them:  my oy —~
Your witnesses are the Temple, The First Temple was rebuilt
after a relatively brief exile of seventy years whereas we are still
awaiting the rebuilding of the Second Temple. This hears witness
that there was less culpability during the era of the First Temple.

The Gemara records an incident bearing upon the Second
Temple’s spiritual level:

6. Yoma 9b

B’ Yochanan also relates this about his teacher, K Ushaya
B’Ribbi , ’
yih 1 i — R’ Yochanan said, 7112 %73 KWk 31 - .R!
Oshaya B’Ribbi in his generation 17173 0 ™3 — is like R/
Meir was In his generation, {7413 iy 37 T ~ As was the
case with R Meir in his generation, 1ip by thay wyar 193 8%
sy — that his colleagues were unable to fathom the depths of
his reasoning® KWWK 97 4K — 8o, too, with B’ Oshaya,
1ry w5y ey wyan 193 kY — his colleagues were unable to
fathom the depths of his reasoning,
ot 1 7k — R Yochanan said: o by fnnps R by b
— The minds of the earlier [scholars] were as Immense
as the entrance to the hall of the Temple, #nsa DS 7
Yy by — and the minds of the later scholars were as im-
tnonae as the entrance to the chamber of the Temple/® 1)

— but as for us, our minds ave  PPY LM AN Koog - like

the entire eye of a necdle which is used to mend tears in
clothing 18

The Gemara elaborates on each part of B' Yochanan’s state-
ment:
K3y 3 IWRY — ‘The earlier [scholars]’ — this is a reference
to B’ Akiva  ywy 1 uyby o o — ‘The later
{scholars]’ — this i3 a reference to B' Elazar ben Shamua,
WY 13 YR 1 ) YIoNT Kaws ~ There are those who say
that ‘the earlier [seholars]’ ie a reference to B’ Elazar ben
Shamua 33 )W 1 e — and ‘the later [scholars]' iz
areference to R’ Oshaya B'Ribbi. rmp7o vmy ap xhny ug) -
‘And as for us, our minds are like the entire eye of a needle used
to mend tears in clothing.” 7K 9% - Abaye said: g -
And asforus, Xpb s ko s — like forcing a peg into
anarrow hole in a wall; that's how hard it is for us fo comprehend
what we are faught. x37 w8 ~ Rava said:
1~ And as for us,  Ka0Y Xppa kpvaen w -~ Hke trying to
poke & finger into a hard lump of wax; that's how hard ib is for us
1o reason things out en our own® K 31 " - Rav Ashi
saidt 18 — And as for us, TOIWY RPER KDUIYE B - like
inserting & finger into a pit; that’s how easy it ia for us to forget
what we learn.
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7. Berachos 35b

The Gemara cites an observation made by R’ Yehudah the son
of Wal:
IRYDR TR I Y B 1 137 DK M 12 13 N7 Bk -~
Rabbuh bar bar Chanah said that R’ Yochanan reported in
the name of R’ Yehudah the son of R’ IWaki x5y iy w2
WITRD NI oivkyg ninies —~ Come and see that the later
generations are unlike the earlier generations, i.e. the level of
plety has greaily declined. ¥a3p In7in Wy myiwsT ninim
WY JosRYRs — The earlier generations made their Torah

study their main occupation and their work incidental, i1
Y13 manpng - and both this [their Torah knowledge] and this
[their financial means] remained with'them, KD nn
WY NN Yap 1neRTn vy ~ In thé case of the luter
generations, however, who made their work their main ocoupa-
tion and their Torah study incidental, 793 rpERI NS It —
neither this f{their financial means] nor this [their Tor&h
knowledge] remained with them,
Another chservation of R’ Yehudah the son of R’ Ii%ak:

’KQL{QC ATt e =] }Ql;ﬁ‘ YT R TN I3 3 TR N —
And Rabbah bar bar Chanah said that B’ Yochanan reported
in the name of R’ Yehudah the son of R' IWai: Kby rueyt ka
WIPFIET AT oRiERIn ninis ~ Come and see thal the later
generations are unlike the earlier generations. ninin
TRebEaE Ny TrnTes powm own oy ~ The eavlier
generations, in their sagerness to fulfill mitzvos, would briug
thelr crops, into thejr houses via the normal route®
1yRy 11 — in order to subject [the erops] to the obligation
of Hithes ™ 411 My VP D PO DEINRG R
mipsp w7 mayg - The later generations, however, bring
their erops inio into their houses via the roofs, via the
gourtyards® and via the storage yards adjacent 1o their houses,
rather than via the main entvance, ewon pa Pivish ™3 — in
order to free [the crops] from the obligation of tithes,/®

8. Yevamos 39b

w1 — We learned in a Mishnah there:®  nyyip sy nyyn
Iy MYRY — THE MITZVAHR OF YIBUM 18 PREFERABLE TO THE
MITZVAH OF CHALITZAH, myn oy pmams vy mivsay -
However, that was true only AT FIRST, WHEN THEY WOULD HAVE
INTENT solely FOR THE SAKE OF THE MITZVAH involved. 13y
myn BYY 1IMDDR PRY — BUT NOW THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE
INTENT purely FOR THE MITZVAH, but for some ulterior maotive,
1K — THEY [the Rabbis] SATD by miyn mpyip ny'on my»

w thab THE MITZVAH OF CHALITZAH 18 now PREFERABLE TO THE

MITZVAH OF YIBUM, B

9. Mishna Edyos 1:5

KR 290 PRI PRI RIND PR TR RT Yy Y]
”“?é’ TIDT IR M DK T N3 TR BRY 77700 3TD

P Y Y 130 17 R R Peay %) 7T v TR
T K9 93N a2 A YII3 N7 NI RN wen
I Ty T Y027 2107 P8 — mnana X7 YaK T3

TR RN N AT

And why do we mention an individual opinion along with the
majority, though the halakhah follows the majority? That a Court
may approve an individual view and rely on him; for a Court
cannot gainsay a decision of its fellow Court unless it is greater in
wisdom and number, If it was greater in wisdom but not in nwmber,
in number but not in wisdom — it cannot gainsay its decision, only
if it exceeds it in wisdom and number,

10. Chulin 6b~73

quien vy by 93 meY R 1 g I YR T 1D B van v —

R' Yehoshua ben Zeiruz, the son of R’ Meir’s father-in-law,
testified before Rebbi, about B Meir, nw3 py by nby bany
1y — that he ate a vegetable leaf grown in Beth She'an

without tithing it; - v 5y m1s 189 M3 1 137 o ~ and
Rebhi thereupon exempted the entire area of Beth Bhe’ ;mfmm
the re*qun*ement of tithing fruits and vegetables on his ac.
countl® yiay N vE Yy 1737 ~ (Rebbi’s] brothers and the
other members of his Tather's household gathered upon him
% vipr - and said to him, protestingly:  PiaRY PRiasy nipy
~4E 53 a3 ppiay — Beth She'an is aplace regarding which

your fathers and your fathers’ fathers acted prohibitively,

and forbade the consumption of its fruits and vegetables without
tithing» NaoT i3 Avum s — will you now act permissibly
in its regard and exempt its fruits and vegetables from tlthmg?
m &y 0 w7 ~ He expounded for them this verse, in reply:
' pyTIwK mgnm winy np),, ~ And he (Chizkiah, King of
Judah} crumbled the copper serpent that Moses had made, 1
15 D1 SRR U NI LY - for until those days
the Children of Israel had “burned incense to ity Hrayen
1w - and he called it Nechushtan.'¥  N% roy x3 1oy
inyw = Rebbi said: Is it possible that Chlzkxah’s fomfather
Asa came to power and did not destroy it? b} vpwim xy
4y™ ~ And is it possible that Asa’s son Yehoshaphat came
to power and did not destroy it?  npiwaw ryy iy by Moy

‘miyn peyim Xox -~ But Asa and Yehoshaphat dastroyed

all the idols in §he world!®! Why did they leave the copper
serpent intact? . , '
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i vmnay pniag & wn oipp Kb ~ Perforce, [Chiz-
kiah’s] forefathers left him a place in which to distingaish
himself. wyqs - Itoo — @ Ymnah niag 1% nipn —
my forefathers left me a place in which to distingt;ish
myself,) : o

In a short digression, the Gemera derives a lesson from Rebbi’s
acceptance of R’ Yehoshua ben Zeiruz’s testimony:

MR MRT WEY myy bn jxgn — From here wé learn’

concerning a Torah scholar who stated a novel halachic
matter in the nameé of his teacher,  SMK P PRY ~ that we
do not make him retract it, but rather, we accept his tosti-
munyjz] " N S
Another version of thig lesson:

m7 vy ~ And others say it as follows: If a Torah beholar
stated a novel halachic matter in his teacher's name, ' T PR
MR - we do not reject him ‘and ignore his testimony, but we
accept it. T L

11. Gittin 5b

Tho Gemara identifies the Amora who requires a declaration in
order to assure that the gat was written for the sake of the woman:
MRWh IoRE PR DY BRT KA NG 13 RWIM 0377 Bunen -
Conclude that B’ Yehoshua ben Levi is the one who said the
declaration is needed hecause [people abroad] are not familiar
with the requirement that the get be made for the sake of [the
woman], 7 Ja ywint g Y KYW MR KK D TR O -
For R’ Shimon bar Abba brought a gef from abrond hefore R’
Yehoshua ben Levi in Bretz Yisrael, % auwxy — and he asked
Bime  RY 4% DRm e amn 4eD MY Kipvry — Must 1 say,
It was written in my presence and signed in my presence,”
ornot? % 7mK ~ [R’ Yehoshua ben Levi] said to him: x5
nomy — You need not make any declaration;  xox v kY
FREY 1IOPD PRY DYIURAY i1y ~ [the Rabbis] stated this
requirement only for the earlier generations, when [peopls]
were not familiar with the requirement that a get be made for
the sake of [the woman]; M’ (ueaT mainm nirs by
XY - but in these later generations, when even [people] living
abroad are familiar with the requirement that the gef he made
for the sake of [the woman], & declavation is not needed,

12. Berachos 203

The Gemara tells of an episode which also relates fo the
desecration and sanctification of God’s Name:®
nax Kop 27 Y K ~ Rav Pappa said to Abaye:  xw sxn
Rpr i whmngy ouwky — What was different about earlier
generations, for whom miracles ocomrred,  R%7 118 R1w W
Ry 1% wiryne — and what is different about us, for whom
miracles do not occur? M oyt W — I you sugpest that it is
heeause earlier generations surpassed us in Torah study, it s not
truel  myy pRon v fnE g 277 Wy — For in the time of
Ray Yehudah all the study of the academies was concentrated in
the tractate of Nezikin i 1370 XDt 190 X3 1981 ~ we, on the
other hand, study all six Orders of the Mishnah. 2% W mg
yepiva i - Moreover, when in the course of his lectures Rav
Yehudah would arvive at the subject matter™ of the Tractate
Uktzin,'"" such as the following Mishnal:  py nwatay mgxy
YR — IF A WOMAN I8 PRESERVING & VREGETABLE IN A POTY
7 vy) — and others say that it was this Mishnalu® oy
BHNY IPEYLR (WasY  — OLIVES THAT ONE PRESERVED TOGE.
THER WITH THEIR LEAVES ARE TAHOR;®™  "nx — he wounld say:
R Ry o DRwawh 27 By — I see here issues so obscure as
to equal all the penetrating discussions of Rav and Shmuel
put togetherl®®  xpawnn "obn Pypvd PNNE Kp RR -
Whereas we nowadays study the tractate of Ukfzin in thirieen
different versions;™! thus we are superior to Rav Yehudah's

mgxpn — Yet when there was a drought Ray Yebudah would
merely remove ane shoe as a sign of affliction  Ryun 0K — and
rain would come immediately;™  Pwn WMEYN RE P81 ~
whereas we afflict ourselves DMy Xp mym — and cry out
profusely in prayer 13 mawny nty) — and no one pays
attention to us, Why should this be so?

Abaye anawers:

my e — Said [Abaye] to [Rav Pappal  »uh s 101 Wnp

“ogn nwnps sy ~ The eaviier generations sacrificed

themselves to sanctify God’s Name and they were therefore
deserving of having miracles performed for thern;  19n X5 g
mwn HYrps e — but we do not sacrifice ourselves to
sanctify God's Name,t
The Gemara gives an example of such self-sacrifice:

RnbanD KEtah RATT rema e AT ROR 13 RIN AT R 9
RpWwa ~ As in this episode: For Rav Adda bar Ahavah saw a
Cuthean woman whe was wearing a karbalta!™ in the street.
¥ bR nay ey — He mistook her for a Jewess My oR
mpm ~ and arose and tore it from her. 'S mmixy Kppw 1R7IN
wit — It was then discovered that she was really a Cuthean
woman and he had to pay a fine P9 1 ry pET Ry BNy -
They evaluated his fine at four hundred zuz, yaw ma Ry MK
— He asked her: What is your name? yinyg m% g - She
answered him: My name is Matun,  n% 2% - He said o hex:
RIY Y R YRTIK T iR ~ Matun matun was worth four
hundred zuz to mel”
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13. Torah Umadda

Dr. Norman Lamm

Moreover, in a conflict between eatlier and later decisors,
the Halukhah decides with the later authoritiest halakhah ke-
*batrai, This is given as one reason for the higher rank univer-
sally granted to the Babylonian over the Jerusalem (or Pales-
tinian) Talmud: The former talmudists came later in time,
obviously knew the latter, and found them wanting.”’

Justice Menahem Alon, in his monumental work on Jewish
law,?® makes the trenchant point that this legal maxim—
haldkhal ke'batrai—establishing the halakhah in favor of the
later authorities (a rule formulated in the posttalmudic Geonic
period) seems to run counter to the general tendency to defer
to the superiority of the carlier sages. Professor Yisrael Ta-
Shima takes exception to Alon’s broad use of the principle and
prefers to sec it in rather narrower terms: One legal rule
among many, this one is meant to decide between conflicting

decisions in the Talmud itself and is not intended to enhance

the autonomy of later and therefore contemporary courts and
judges. It is only the Ashkenazi authorities, beginning with
the fiftcenth-century scholar R. Joseph Kolon {MaHaRIK),
and including such distinguished halakhists as R. Israel Isser-

lin, R. Jacob Pollak, R, Shalem Shachna, and R, Moses Isserles”

(RaMA), who applied the maxim to posttalmudic authoritics
ountil the end of all generations.” The Sephardi world did not
go along with this extension of the Geonic innovation and its

extrapolation to postealmadic times.*® The authority of the
sharanim, that is, the contemporary Couts of cach generation,
derives not from halakhah ke’batrai but from the principle that
“Tephtha in his genvration was like Samuel in his generation.”
Granted the inferiority of abarenint to rishonim, the courts or
decisors of cach generation are empowered to decide the
Lalakhah for its own time. According to “Pa-Shina, the vradi-
tion of judicial and intellectual autonomy does indeed have 8
jong and honorable history, one that is spelled out most
explicitly by R, {saiah the Elder of Trand. (The views of R,
Jsaiah are offered presently, but they are unrelated ta halakhak
ke'batral.)

Whatever the outcome of the debate berween Alon and
Ta-Shima, this much is certain: Ovet the last 500 years Ash~
kenazi authorities did broaden the applicability of the Geonic
Jegal maxim, deciding even in the postalmudic era with the
later over the eatlicr authorities {provided the former were
aware of the latter). This does, indeed, represent a counteycur-
rent, in the halakhic tradition frself, to the conventional as—
sumpsion of the progressive devolution of the generations.
Moreover, beyond the question of the exact interpretation of
the significance of halakhah ke'bateai, there certainly existed a
profound commitment, if not always articulated, to the au-
thenticity of halakhic creativity and innovation, There s no
more convinging proof than the most eoinent of all Sephardi
greats—Maimonides himself,

* ot
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14.. Derashos
Ha'Ran

(990-1062)

(chpt 8)
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15. R. Isaigh Di Trani

(1180-1250) Italy

First, 1 wish 1o respond to your claim that i was improper for me to argue against
the great Rabbl lsaac [b. Samuel of Dampletre {d, circa 1185}, Heaven forbid that |
should do such a thing! It never entered my mind that | was arguing against him. |
am but a single flea |I Samued 24:15), Le, an ignoramus~40 Targum Jonathan ren-
ders the phrase—in compardsen 1o his students, how much more so when § am com-
pared to himl But it is my practice o dismiss all opinfons thal appear to me to he
mistaken. Should Joshua the son of Nun endorse a mistaken position, | would reject
it out of hand. | do not hesitate to express my opinion, regarding such matters, in
accordance with the modicum of intelligence allotted to me. | Tulfill the verse: J will
speak Your testimonies in the presence of kings, without befng ashamed [Psalm
119:46}. Heaven Is wilhess, however, that even when | fell that my opinion was
more persuasive than the opinlons of the authorifies who preceded me, | was never
arrogant, claiming: My wisdom fas served me well [Kohelet 2:9]. lnstead, | applled
to myself the parable of the philosophers, For Lheard the following lrom the philoso-

phers. The wisest of the philosophers was askedy “We ademit that out prodecessars
were wiser than we. Al the same fime, we criticize thelr comments, often rejecting
them and claiming that the truth rests with us. How Is this possible?” The wise
philpsopher responded: “Who sees farther, a dwarf or a giant? Surely a glant, for s
eyes are situaled at a higher level than those of a dwarf, But if the dwarf is placed
an the shoulders of the plant, who sees farther? Surely the dwarf, for now the oyes
of The dwarf are situaled at a higher lovel than those of the giant. So ton, we are
dwarfs astride the shoulders of glants. We master their wisdom and move beyond it,
Due to thelr wisdom we grow wise and are able to say all that we say, but not
because we are greater than they,”

Furthermore, we wish to state thal we have confined all our argumaents against
opinlons expressed by the rabbis who preceded us, 10 those instances where they
themselves disagreed, the one permitting, the other prohibiting, Now how shall we
resolve such a dispite? Can mountaing and hills be weighed on scales? Can we
decide that one rabbi was greater than the other, and then discount the opinion of
the Jesser rabbi? We have no cholee but to examine thelr opinfons—all their words
are the words of the living God-and then decide which one aceords best with all
the evidence and merjts becoming authoriative, Such was the practice of the sages
of the Mistna and Talmud, The later authoritios pever hesitated to discuss, reader
judgments concerning, and even reject, the opinions of the eadier authorities, The
Amoraim, for example, did not hesitate o declare that the halakha was not in accor-
dance with a particular Mishna, Wisdom is greater than the wise, None of the wise
is free of error, Perfect wisdom rests only with the Lord,

16. R. Isaac De Leon
16th c. l’ca[y
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To those who would express amazement at my readiness {o disagree with the earli-
er authorities, § cite the words of the wise physiclan, Rabbi Solomon Almali [d. circa
1542], from hiz small trealise Me‘assef Je-Khol haMahanot: *it is possible for the
fater authorities to know and comprehend more than the earller authorities on bvo
accounts. First, on account of speclalization. It is possible for a later authority 1o spe-
clalize in one topic, focusing all of his effort and talent on its study, with the result
that his comprehension of the topic will supersede that of the earlier authorities.
Second, on account of the cumulative effect of knowledge, We later authorities, by
expending a modicum of effort, comprehend more in less time than the earlier
authorities, For in thair day, the various branches of knowledge were still in thelr
Infancy, largoly unknown, and required rouch effort of the part of the investigator in
order to discover the basic principles of knowledge. We, however, are the benefi
ciaries of thelr research. All their discoveres and proofs are laid out before us like 2
set 1able. The light of their wisdom provides us with light and serves as our eyes, as
explained in the citation fram R saizh di Trani In R. Zedekiah b, Abraham’s [13th
century] Shibbolei iadeget."
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(1765-1821)

Tven if at times you will find it this book the questioning of an ancient scholar of
our ldesly masters whose small finger bs broader than my waist do not e astenished
by this inlention how the lowly of people should arlse and against a prince of
princes he shoutd stand up and go out 1o battle and do what ke desires and no one
oppases him. And haw can the (ly sitack the Yon? Fay thiz is the way of the som of
a dwarl who rides on the neck of 2 glant whase syes can see to o distance which the
giant himself cannot see though he be taller than the cedurs. . . . For the firstisa
man i all wisdom and atteibures that should be exteranlized from nothing o some-
thing and from the potential o the actual, And it is known that in that be 15 2 man
it is bpossible by his nuture that in ali that be does he should not sin nor err. And
the mare vecent ang will find matters set before him without toll, 1L therefore no
weander should he vise up and shont agsinst ki, turn from him or come to his
assistance and save him. And behold [ understand that [ am smaller than & elwearf
and the hand that writes (s by the grace of the one wha sits oo high, . .. Butitis
Forak and 1 must study and this i the way of Torah that the last nne asks and
answers, challenges and makes elaims against the apcient one, . 28 long as be turas
his heart towards heaven, s 1L is written io the responsa of the Tavet Yair. it s
permissable 1o write of one of the early authars that be has erred Doy the human
specie will not eserps from errors.
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I7 we should assume that one of the mighty among the ancients conld transverss his
perfect way {hoth in eeflocting wpen the greamess of the greutny a8 well as foltowe
ing in his wuys] in one howr, & greater distante than whal we con s o seventy
vears o1, for examply, that one slep of Ahmmham oue Father of blessed memeory wis
fwlee a3 greal ot that of his student and bis students of their students, and thelr
students of thelr students ele, 3B clear according to this that even il they [fhe
Lutder ones] continue v go Tor thensands of thonsands of years, one afier the other
ax a dwarf on top of a glant, they esunot move a single step rom the place where
the yaan whe s the mighty of afl glants left them. ThereTore when we Took af the
preatness of the sinture of sardier generations ., how one generation was of meplig-
Iile size comparsd tn the others, we can understand how all depwns fn the lagge ses
of the greatness and perfection of the uppermest, blegsed be be and that the mea-
sute of the superiodly of the great one over the smaliest one s vanity, nought and
negated in comparison with the end which bs sought Teciuse of the great distanee
hetween 1k exalation™ over those who are bory o women Bike w5, 0 And con-
. versely (F we were to hegin from o great person of owr generation and we were to
ook ahead to a thoussnd generations that witl foifew us, in comparison with them,
we wrill be like ghauts in our gyes as well as theirs. Therefore there i s reagon Lo be
pained by and pavious of the stature of the ancients of blessed memary. .. A2
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19. Ma‘amar Ha'Dor

Rav Avraham Yitzchak
Ha'Kohen Kook
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