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The source of the word is unclear. Some maintain it is derived from the
Turkish word yagmuriuk, meaning rainwear. Others argue the word is
derived from a combination of two Turkish words—jyariz (half) and
gap (hat) or a half or small hat. The folk etymology links “yarmulke”
with two Aramaic words, yire malkab—fear of the King. See Gunther
Plaut, “The Origins of the Word Yarmulke” HUCA 26 (1955) 567-70;
see also Herman Pollack, Jewish Folkways in Germanic Lands (1648—1806),
Cambridge: M.IT. Press, p. 266 n. 71 and the sources cited therein. (I
would like to thank R. Eliezer Brodt for calling this important source to
my attention.)

The word yarmulke has also entered popular expression. The major
dictionaries all have entries for yarmulke. Interestingly, the Oxford
English Dictionary defines yarmulke as “a skull-cap worn by male
Orthodox Jews at all times” Oxford English Dictionary, 2ad edition
1989, sz “yarmulke” (emphasis added); compare with Webster’s New
Collegiate Dictionary, G & C Merriam Corp, Springfield, Mass., 1978, 5.2
“yarmulke” (“a skullcap worn ... in the synagogue and the home”) and
American Heritage Dictionary, Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1985, s

“yarmulke” (“a skullcap worn by male Jews, esp. those adhering to the
Orthodox or Conservative tradition”).
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The Gemara records a series of statements from different
Amoraim who were exceedingly careful in the observance of a
particular mitzvah:
12 31 mx — Rav Nachman said:  wby nmmp7 b nn
nawy nimyo — May [a reward] come my way for having
faithfully discharged the requirement to eat three meals on the
Sabbath. =¥ 37 "mx - Rav Yehudah said: %
ny5n vy nmnp — May [a reward] come my way for having
practiced contemplation of my prayer.* ™13 X371 37 MK
ywy1 377 — Rav Huna the son of Rav Yehoshua said: "%
WRI NP0 DMK VAR Rp R77 — May [a reward] come my
way for never having gone four amos with my head uncov-
ered.®™ nww 31 Mmr — Rav Sheishess said: nm»p17 MmN
ﬁ‘ﬁ; myn - May [a reward] come my way because 1
observed the mitzvah of tefillin®! yam 37 "nx) — And Rav
Nachman said:  n*¥'¥ myn nmwp1y ;nn — May [a reward]
come my way for having observed the mitzvah of tzitzis,"™

\‘))\ _/\',)Q @ SHAGGe
Another Tncident:
Lty D1 TR M) PRY 93 eI 2377 — And so too from the
incident that occurred with R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak we may
conclude that the celestial signs hold no sway over Israel.
whn A MmE poYr 73 Tem 377 ekt — For the astro-
logers once told R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak’s mother: 73
mn X231 — Your son will be a thief. ) whs mnpay XD —
She never allowed him to uncover his head. "2 g — She
told him: XMW KDWIX 72¥ MINT 2N 1D P 03 — Cover
your head so that the fear of Heaven should be upon you,!¥

w1 w31 — and pray for God's mercies that the evil incin-

ation should not dominate you. TIRKY RRR YT ™ RO
m5 — He never knew why she told him this. 711 Xp© —
One day, XYpv7 'mn o™y Xp 2 — he sat studying under
a palm tree, MWM by xprby Yoy — and the cloak fell
off his head. X917 Xmp Ay 97 — He lifted his eyes
and saw the palm. mmyr mmbx — His evil inclination
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The theme of Goé’s presence in ¢this world is continued with the
ollowing Amoraic teachings:
myr 2 mx — R’ Yitzchak said:  7npa 3y "awn 93 -
Someone who commits a sin in secret W 937 P IND
- pushes, as it were, the ‘“feet” of the Divine Presence,
b BT YR IXDD DI T MK TS, IR — as it is said:
Thus says HASHEM, The Heaven is My throne and the earth is
My footstool.™ ‘
w9 12 ywiny a1 mx — R’ Yehoshua ben Levisaid: oxY 110X
ADPY MAP3 MBK V3K 790w — A person is forbidden to
walk four amos with an erect posture, Xbn, :(nRry
1133 yIXA-93 — because it is said: The entire world is full
of His glory.™ :
YU 277 T3 X1n 21 — Rav Huna son of Rav Yehoshua RY
WX] W3 MK YIR e - did not go four amos with his
fiead uncovered. "WXn ngyn? nyay anx — He said: The
Divine Presence is above my head.

overpowered him, PMW3 xRy mpop pv - and
he went up and chopped off a cluster of dates with his
teeth.b?
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T will now reveal the
hypocrisy of the Ashkenazim. A person can drink ya7# nesekh in a non-
Jewish tavern, eat cooked fish [in violation of bishu/ aku) in their pots
[a kashrut problem] ... no one questions his religiosity and people will
show this person respect, if he is wealthy and powerful. However, one
that eats and drinks only kosher foods but does so bareheaded, people
consider him as though he has left the folds of Judaism.”
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The first time I came to meet with Rabbi Hirsch
with my hat on my head, Rabbi Hirsch said to me that it is

proper respect to remove one’s hat when visiting an
important personage. [Rabbi Hirsch] explained that if one
of the non-Jewish teachers would see me [Rabbi
Hoffmann] with my hat on while speaking with the
director of the school, they would assume I am lacking the
proper respect.
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