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I. Women’s	
  zimun	
  	
  

a. Not	
  broadly	
  practiced	
  	
  
b. Is	
  it	
  a	
  radical	
  new	
  practice	
  or	
  does	
  it	
  have	
  ancient	
  roots?	
  

	
  
II. Zimun	
  

a. Mishna	
  in	
  berachos	
  	
  
b. Gemara	
  quotes	
  two	
  pesukim	
  as	
  source	
  	
  
c. Deorysa	
  or	
  Derabonon?	
  

i. Raavad	
  –	
  Biblical	
  
ii. Meiri,	
  Ritva	
  –	
  Derabonon	
  

d. Why?	
  
i. Meiri	
  –	
  arouses	
  concentration	
  
ii. Ritva	
  –	
  honors	
  Hashem	
  

e. How?	
  
i. Shulchan	
  Aruch	
  –	
  one	
  person	
  lead	
  
ii. Mishna	
  Berura	
  –	
  can’t	
  concentrate	
  today	
  

III. Can	
  women	
  make	
  a	
  zimun?	
  
a. Erchin	
  sounds	
  like	
  yes	
  while	
  berachos	
  sounds	
  like	
  no?	
  
b. Three	
  approaches	
  

i. Tosafos	
  –	
  women’s	
  zimun	
  is	
  optional	
  
ii. Beis	
  Yosef	
  –	
  women	
  participating	
  in	
  zimun	
  is	
  obligated,	
  making	
  on	
  their	
  

own	
  is	
  optional	
  
iii. Rosh	
  –	
  three	
  women	
  are	
  obligated	
  in	
  making	
  their	
  own	
  zimun	
  

c. Why	
  should	
  women	
  not	
  be	
  obligated?	
  
i. Bach	
  –	
  not	
  clear	
  they	
  are	
  obligated	
  in	
  benching	
  
ii. Mishna	
  Berura	
  –	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  familiar	
  with	
  how	
  
iii. Sha’ar	
  Ha’Tziyun	
  –	
  using	
  wine	
  is	
  not	
  modest	
  
iv. Rabbi	
  Willig	
  –	
  challenges	
  the	
  reasons	
  offered	
  

d. Can	
  women	
  and	
  men	
  combine	
  for	
  zimun?	
  
i. Rashi	
  –	
  no	
  
ii. Mishna	
  Berura	
  –	
  not	
  modest	
  
iii. Tur,	
  Mordechai	
  quote	
  rishonim	
  who	
  combined	
  
iv. Shulchan	
  Aruch	
  –	
  no	
  

IV. What	
  should	
  women	
  do	
  in	
  practice?	
  
a. Don’t	
  say	
  zimun	
  

i. Aruch	
  Hashulchan	
  –	
  never	
  heard	
  of	
  women	
  who	
  make	
  zimun	
  
ii. Artscroll	
  Women’s	
  Siddur	
  omits	
  

b. Say	
  zimun	
  
i. Shulchan	
  Aruch	
  Ha’Rav,	
  Ben	
  Ish	
  Chai	
  

c. Should	
  men	
  answer	
  women’s	
  zimun?	
  
i. Rav	
  Zilberstein,	
  Rav	
  Shlomo	
  Zalman	
  –	
  yes	
  

d. Does	
  it	
  smack	
  of	
  feminism?	
  
i. Rav	
  Dovid	
  Cohen	
  –	
  yes	
  and	
  therefore	
  women	
  should	
  not	
  
ii. Rebbetzin	
  Abby	
  Lerner	
  –	
  no	
  and	
  shouldn’t	
  dismiss	
  it	
  because	
  of	
  angry	
  

women.	
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1. Berachos 45a 

2. Raavad 
R’ Avraham b. Dovid (1125 –1198) 

4. Ritva  
R”Yom Tov b. Avraham Asevilli  

(1250-1330) 

3. R’ Menachem Meiri 
(1249-1310) 
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7. Berachos 45b 

5. Shulchan Aruch 
#183 

6. Mishna Berura 183:25 
Chafetz Chaim – R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan 

8. Erchin 3a 
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9. Tosafos  10. Beis Yosef 
R’ Yosef Karo 
(1488-1575) 

11. Rosh 
R’ Asher b. Yechiel 
(1259 – 1327) 
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12. Bach  

R’ Yoel Sirkes 
(1561–1640) 

13. Mishna Berura  

14. Shaar Ha’Tziyun 

15. Am Mordechai 
R’ Mordechai Willig 
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19. Tur 
R’ Yaakov b. Asher 
(1269-1343) 

18. Mordechai 
(1250-1298) 

17. Mishna Berura 

16. Rashi 

20. Shulchan Aruch  
#199 
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22. Artscroll  
Women’s Siddur 

21. Aruch Ha’Shulchan 
R’ Yechiel Michel Epstein  

(1829–1908) 
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27. Toras Ha’Yoledes 
R’ Zilberstein 

26. Halichos Bas Yisroel 
R’ Yitzchak Yaakov Fuchs 

25. Yalkut Yosef 
R’ Ovadia Yosef 

1920-2013 

24. Ben Ish Chai 
R’ Yosef Chaim of Baghdad 

(1835 –1909) 

23. Shulchan Aruch Ha’Rav 
R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi 

(1745-1812) 

28. Halichos Beisa 
R’ Auerbach 
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29. R’ Aryeh Frimer 

30. R’ Dovid Cohen 
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32. Rebbetzin Abby Lerner 

31. Koren Sacks Siddur 


