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I. Women and Torah Study  

a. Gemara Kiddushin – Women are exempt 
b. Birchas Ha’Torah 

i. Rama – Women recite  
ii. Magen Avraham – Women obligated to study laws that apply to them 

iii. Gra – No obligation, women can volunteer like time bound mitzvos 
iv. Beis Ha’Levi – Difference between study of Torah and knowledge of Torah 

c. Rama – Women must learn that which applies to them 
 

II. Women and the Study of Talmud 
a. Gemara Sotah – teaching women Talmud is teaching tiflus.   
b. What is tiflus? 

i. Yirmiyahu, Rashi, Yerushalmi – Torah knowledge could lead to immorality 
and promiscuity 

ii. Iyov, Rambam – Superficial learning without depth.  “Little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing” 

iii. R’ Moshe – Halacha l’maaseh, women should not study mishna 
c. Women’s initiation 

i. Perisha – distinction between a women who initiates an interest to learn and 
a father teaching 

ii. Torah Temimah – “women whose hearts motivate them” 
d. Scholarly women –  

i. Eruvin, Pesachim – Beruriah, wife of R’ Meir  
ii. Nechama Lebowitz 

iii. Rayna Batya 
 

III. The Times, They are A’Changin 
a. Chafetz Chaim – women are literate in secular subjects 
b. R’ Twersky explains his grandfather, the Rav’s approach to teaching Talmud to 

women 
c. Rabbi Soloveitchik – men’s Torah and women’s Torah 
d. Lubavitcher Rebbe – need to know Torah’s view 
e. R’ Aharon Lichtenstein and R’ Moshe Meiselman  – women’s higher education 

 
IV. Opportunities at BRS for Women’s Learning: 

a. Rabbanit Rock – Sefer Bamidbar 
b. Mrs. Malka Morris – Book of Shmuel 
c. Rebbetzin Yocheved Goldberg – Taharas Ha’Mishpacha review 
d. Rebbetzin Fay Greene – monthly Women’s spirituality class 
e. Mrs. Anne Deakter – Parsha 
f. Women’s Beis Midrash – NEW  
g. Women’s Rosh Chodesh Inspirational Lecture Series 
h. BRS/GPATS classes 
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See	
  the	
  Agur	
  whose	
  opinion	
  is	
  unacceptable	
  for	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  
reasons.	
  	
  The	
  Torah	
  itself	
  shouts	
  to	
  us,	
  “And	
  you	
  shall	
  teach	
  
your	
  sons”	
  and	
  not	
  your	
  daughters.	
  	
  So	
  how	
  could	
  women	
  
possibly	
  say,	
  “Who	
  has	
  commanded	
  us”	
  or	
  “Who	
  has	
  given	
  us	
  
the	
  Torah?”	
  	
  Clearly,	
  the	
  matter	
  must	
  be	
  explained	
  according	
  to	
  
what	
  is	
  written	
  in	
  Tosafos	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  poskim	
  that	
  women	
  
are	
  permitted	
  to	
  recite	
  a	
  beracha	
  whenever	
  they	
  choose	
  to	
  
perform	
  a	
  mitzvas	
  asei	
  she’hazman	
  grama	
  (positive	
  time	
  point	
  
commandments).	
  	
  Although	
  the	
  Rabbis	
  have	
  taught	
  “whoever	
  
teaches	
  his	
  daughter	
  Torah	
  it	
  as	
  if	
  he	
  has	
  taught	
  her	
  tiflus,”	
  this	
  
statement	
  was	
  only	
  made	
  in	
  connection	
  with	
  Oral	
  Torah.	
  

Women	
  must	
  recite	
  the	
  blessing	
  on	
  the	
  
Torah	
  	
  

[Women	
  recite	
  the	
  blessing	
  on	
  Torah]	
  
because	
  they	
  are	
  obligated	
  to	
  study	
  the	
  laws	
  
relevant	
  to	
  them	
  

1. Kiddushin 29b 

3. Magen Avraham  
R’ Avraham Gombiner 

(1633-1683) 

2. Shulchan Aruch o.c. 47:14 

4. Vilna Gaon – Gr”a 
R’ Eliyahu b. Shlomo Zalman Kremer 

(1720-1797) 
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Women	
  must	
  study	
  the	
  laws	
  relevant	
  to	
  them.	
  	
  Women	
  are	
  not	
  obligated	
  to	
  teach	
  
their	
  children	
  Torah	
  however	
  if	
  they	
  enable	
  their	
  sons	
  or	
  husbands	
  to	
  study	
  they	
  
receive	
  reward.	
  	
  	
  

7. Yirmiyahu 23:13 

6. Sota 20a 

5.  Rama  
R’ Moshe Isserles (1520-1572) 
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Our	
  Rabbis	
  commanded	
  us	
  not	
  
to	
  teach	
  women	
  Mishnayos	
  which	
  

is	
  Torah	
  Sh’b’al	
  peh	
  and	
  falls	
  under	
  the	
  category	
  of	
  
tiflus.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  we	
  should	
  prevent	
  women	
  from	
  
studying	
  it.	
  	
  Only	
  Pirkei	
  Avos	
  which	
  deals	
  with	
  matters	
  
of	
  morals	
  and	
  ethical	
  behavior,	
  should	
  be	
  taught	
  to	
  
women	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  inspire	
  in	
  them	
  love	
  of	
  Torah	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  noble	
  characteristics.	
  	
  Other	
  tractates	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  

A woman who studies Torah will receive reward. However, that reward will not be [as great] as a man's, since she was not commanded [in 
this mitzvah]. Whoever performs a deed which he is not commanded to do, does not receive as great a reward as one who performs a 
mitzvah that he is commanded to do. 

Even though she will receive a reward, the Sages commanded that a person should not teach his daughter Torah, because most women 
cannot concentrate their attention on study, and thus transform the words of Torah into idle matters because of their lack of understanding. 

[Thus,] our Sages declared: "Whoever teaches his daughter Torah is like one who teaches her tales and parables." This applies to the Oral 
Law. [With regard to] the Written Law: at the outset, one should not teach one's daughter. However, if one teaches her, it is not considered as 
if she was taught idle things. 

11. Igros Moshe 
R’ Moshe Feinstein 
(1895-1986) 

8. Rashi 

10. Rambam  
Hilchos Talmud Torah 1:13 

9. Iyov 6:6 
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The	
  minds	
  of	
  most	
  women	
  are	
  not	
  adapted	
  to	
  be	
  
taught	
  Torah.	
  	
  However,	
  if	
  a	
  woman	
  has	
  taught	
  
herself,	
  it	
  is	
  apparent	
  to	
  us	
  that	
  she	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  
included	
  in	
  the	
  category	
  of	
  most	
  women.	
  	
  
Therefore,	
  the	
  Rambam	
  wrote	
  that	
  she	
  is	
  
rewarded.	
  	
  This	
  refers	
  to	
  a	
  woman	
  who	
  has	
  
studied	
  Torah	
  properly	
  and	
  consequently	
  will	
  
not	
  turn	
  the	
  words	
  of	
  the	
  Torah	
  into	
  words	
  of	
  
nonsense.	
  	
  A	
  father	
  is	
  forbidden	
  to	
  teach	
  his	
  
daughter	
  Torah	
  lest	
  she	
  turn	
  the	
  words	
  of	
  Torah	
  
into	
  words	
  of	
  nonsense	
  since	
  he	
  does	
  not	
  know	
  
what	
  lies	
  in	
  her	
  heart.	
  

12. Perisha 246:6 
R’ Yehoshua Falk (1555–1614) 

13. Torah Temimah 
R’ Baruch Ha’Levi Epstein 

(1860-1941) 

14. Eruvin 53b 
15. Pesachim 62a 
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On	
  weekday	
  afternoons,	
  we	
  would	
  spend	
  a	
  half	
  hour	
  with	
  Abba	
  
during	
  lunchtime.	
  The	
  radio	
  would	
  be	
  on,	
  and	
  we	
  would	
  listen	
  to	
  

Professor	
  Nechama	
  Leibowitz,	
  z”l,	
  explain	
  the	
  Tanach.	
  He	
  would	
  say,	
  
“Learn	
  from	
  her,	
  children;	
  see	
  what	
  a	
  wise	
  woman	
  she	
  is.	
  Learn	
  the	
  Tanach	
  

well,	
  so	
  that	
  in	
  twenty	
  or	
  thirty	
  years	
  from	
  now,	
  I	
  will	
  be	
  privileged	
  to	
  hear	
  you	
  on	
  the	
  radio	
  
explaining	
  the	
  Tanach.”	
  Indeed,	
  today	
  several	
  of	
  my	
  brothers	
  deliver	
  regular	
  shiurim	
  on	
  Israeli	
  

16. Jewish Action  
Adina Bar Shalom 

“My Abba, Rav Ovadia” 

17. Rabbi JJ Schacter 
“Facing the Truths of History” 

Torah U’Mada 8 (1998) 

18. Chafetz Chaim 
R’ Yisroel Meir 

Kagan 

Anyone who has but a fleeting insight into the life and work of
Rabb. Hirsch will realize that his Torah im Derech Eretz formula
was never intended by him as a hiw tarvh.

He continues, “We ask: are the conditions which led Rabb. Hirsch
and the rabbinical leaders to the supposed hiw tarvh of Torah im
Derech Eretz any less valid in our own time? Are they not rather
more acute and far more pressing?”80

• Sefer Mekor Barukh, the memoirs of R. Barukh Halevi Epstein,
most well known as the author of the Torah Temimah commentary on
the Torah, contains a great deal of information about Jewish life in
Eastern Europe in the second half of the nineteenth century. Particu-
larly valuable are his descriptions of the leading gedolei Yisrael of the
time, especially that of his uncle, R. Naphtali Z. evi Yehudah Berlin (the
Nez. iv) and the members of his family. This book contains an entire
chapter on Mrs. Rayna Batya, daughter of R. Iz. ele Volozhiner, grand-
daughter of R. H. ayyim Volozhiner and first wife of the Nez. iv.81 At the
beginning of his presentation, R. Epstein describes the books that she
read:

,Xyqh ymyb Mgv ,lkvah tybb rwa Prvch rvntl tvkymsb dymt tbwl hkrd 'yh Kkv
trvnm ,Mynvw Mywrdm ,bqiy Nyi ,tvynwm ,K"nt :Mynvw Myrps rvbx Nclw hynplv 
yrpsmv hla Mynymm Myrps hmkv hmk dviv ,hdvhy ebw ,dvd cmx ,rwyh bq ,rvamh 

82.hdga 

An English “rendering” of this volume appeared in 1988 which con-
tains the following version of this statement: “It was her habit to sit by
the oven in the kitchen—even in the summertime—next to a table
piled high with seforim. These included a Tanach, Ein Yaacov, vari-
ous midrashim, Menoras HaMaor, Kav HaYashar, Tzemach Dovid,
Shevet Yehudah, and many other books of this nature.”83 Conspicuous
by their absence are the references to Mishnayot and sifrei Aggadah.
While the subject of women studying Torah she-be‘al peh is still a con-
troversial one in the Orthodox community, there is no doubt that this
great woman—wife, daughter and granddaughter of the most illustri-
ous rashei yeshiva of the greatest yeshiva in nineteenth century Eu-
rope—at least read, if not studied, that literature.84

• It has been commonly accepted that the Nez. iv decided “to close
the doors of the famed Volozhiner Yeshiva rather than introducing
secular studies into its program.” In an earlier article I have demon-
strated that “There is absolutely no doubt whatsoever that the Nez. iv
allowed secular studies in Volozhin,” the yeshiva he headed with great
distinction and mesirat nefesh from 1853 until its closing in 1892. At

Jacob J. Schacter 217
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Mayer Twersky

obligated to study halakhot pertaining to mitsvot which are incumbent
upon them. 

54 Clearly men are allowed to provide instruction in these
areas. A father's obligation of hinukh relates equally to sons and daugh-
ters.55 The prohibition of teaching Torah she-BaJal Pe to women relates to
optional study. If ever circumstances dictate that study of Torah she-BaJal
Pe is necessary to provide a firm foundation for faith, such study becomes
obligatory and obviously lies beyond the pale of any prohibition.
Undoubtedly, the Rav's prescription was more far-reaching than that of
the Hafets Hayim and others. But the difference in magnitude should
not obscure their fundamental agreement: intuitively, it is clear that the
guidelines of the Talmud in Masekhet Sota were never intended for our
epoch. This is not an instance of modernism, but Torah intuition.

Similarly, Torah intuition and reasoning dictated a firm, resolute
stand in the mehitsa controversy. Firstly the requirement for a mehitsa is
absolute. Moreover, any horaJat shaJah would be dangerously misguid-
ed because succumbing to a religiously and culturally hostile environ-
ment, compromising principles and distorting halakha can not preserve
but only distort Torah. As the Rav underscored, the mehitsa issue was
representative. If orthodoxy would not remain true to its principles on
this issue, no precept would be immune to such religious accomoda-
tionism. The Rav keenly perceived and forcefully articulated this truth,
and was instrumental in stemming the tide of assimilation and rescuing
nascent post-war orthodoxy.

INTRA-FAITH CO-OPERATION AND
INTERFAITH DIAOGUE

Juxtaposing the Rav's positions on membership in the Synagogue
Council, on the one hand, and inter-faith dialogue, on the other, is sim-
ilarly ilumining. For many years the Union of Orthodox Congregations
and the Rab binIcal Council of America belonged to the Synagogue
Council, an umbrella body comprised of orthodox, conservative, and
reform organizations. The Rav approved of their ongoing participation.
His ruling was not rooted in "tolerance" or "pluralism." Nor did it
reflect his alleged modernity.

The Rav's firm stand banning inter-faith dialogue suffices to dispel
any such ilusions. In the early 1960's in the aftermath of the Vatican's
Ecumenical Council, many Jewish groups were eager to engage the
Church in dialogue. The Rav adamantly opposed this, eloquently
explaining the impossibilty of such a venture and subtly exposing the
Vatican's invitation as a veiled form of assimilationist entrapment. His

99

People are mistaken in thinking that there 
is only one masorah, and only one 
masorah community, the community of the fathers. It is not true. We have two masorot, two 
traditions, two communities, two shalshalot ha-kabbalah [chains of tradition]- the masorah 
community of the fathers and that of the mothers. "Thus shalt thou say to the House of Jacob [=the 
women] and tell the children of Israel [=the men]" [Exodus 19:3], "Hear, my son, the instruction of thy father [mussar 
avikha], and forsake not the teaching of thy mother [torat imekha]" [Proverbs 1:8], counseled the old king. What is the 
difference between these two masorot, these two traditions? What is the distinction between mussar avikha and torat imekha? 
Let us explore what one learns from one's father and what one learns from one's mother.  

 
From one's father one learns how to read a text- the Bible or the Talmud, how to comprehend, how to analyze, how 
to conceptualize how to classify, how to infer, how to apply, etc. One also learns what to do and what not to do, what is 
morally right and what is morally wrong. Father teaches son the discipline of thought as well as the discipline of action. 
Father's tradition is an intellectual-moral one. That is why it is identified with musar, the biblical term for discipline.  

 
What is torat imekha? What kind of a Torah does the mother pass on? I admit that I am not able to define precisely the 
masoretic role of a mother. Only by circumscription may I hope to explain it. Permit me to draw upon my own experiences. I 
used to have long conversations with my mother. In fact, they were monologues rather than a dialogue. She talked and I 
"happened" to overhear. What did she talk about? I must use a halakhic term in order to answer this question. She spoke of 
inyana de-yoma [the affairs of the day]. I used to watch her arranging the house in honor of a holiday. I used to see her recite 
prayers. I used to watch her recite the sidra [weekly Torah portion] every Friday night; I still remember the nostalgic tune. I 
learned much from her.  

 
Most of all I learned that Judaism expresses itself not only in formal compliance with the law but also in living experience. 
She taught me that there is flavor, a scent, and a warmth to mitzvot. I learned from her the most important thing in life- to 
feel the presence of the Almighty and the gentle pressure of His hand resting upon my frail shoulders. Without her teachings, 
which quite often were transmitted to me in silence, I would have grown up a soulless being, dry and insensitive.   

 
The laws of Shabbat, for instance, were passed on to me by my father; they are part of musar avikha. The Shabbat as a living 
entity, as a queen, was revealed to me by my mother; it is a part of torat imekha. The fathers knew much about the Shabbat; 
the mother lived the Shabbat, experienced her presence, and perceived her beauty and splendor.  

 
The fathers taught generations how to observe the Shabbat; the mothers taught generations how to greet the Shabbat and how 
to enjoy her twenty-four-hour presence.   

20. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 
(1903-1993) 
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21. Lubavitcher 
Rebbe 

 
R’ Menachel Mendel 

Schneerson zt’’l 
(1902-1994) 

22. Lubavitcher Rebbe 
Igros Kodesh 7:247 
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