Is the Rebbe Mashiach?

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue

Antt
Q

SYNAGOGUE =

INLIVIE91ID

=
3
>
:
Z
n

VALUING DIVERSITY




Is the Rebbe Mashiach? — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

Introduction

a. Biographical information about the Rebbe, R* Menachem Mendel Schneerson
b. Born April 18,1902 and died 3 Tammuz, June 12, 1994

c. Itis20yearssince heisgone. Heisabsent and still somehow so present.

Believing in Mashiach is not unique to Chabad
a. Inevery generation there is someone who could be Mashiach
i. Chassam Sofer 6:98
ii. Bartenuraon Russ p479
iii. Chafetz Chaim

Chabad Emphasis on Mashiach
a. Alter Rebbe called for personal redemption
b. Rashab (R Shalom Dov Ber) — began to invoke strong Messianic rhetoric in beginning of
20" century. (see Miller book)
c. Rayatz (R Yosef Yitzchak) - I’ alter I'teshuva, I’ ater I’ geulah!
d. Rebbe obsessed with Mashiach since a child.
i. Letter to President of Israel
ii. Inaugural speech —Ma amar Basi L’ gani (1951)
iii. Chaim Miller book —We Want Mashiach Now!
e. Admiration for the Rebbe talking about Mashiach
i. Rav - In a speech in 1942, the Rav praised the efforts of the Chabad Lubavitch
campaign to raise awareness to the coming of the Mashiach.

Was the Rebbe M ashiach?
a. Review of how Mashiach comes
i. War of gog and magog (Y echezkel 38-39)
ii. Then Mashiach ben Y osef will come from Galil, will lead military and be killed in
battle and then Mashiach.
iii. Rambam melachim 11:4 — b’ chezkas Mashiach: compel all of Israel to walk in the
way of Torah, repair breaches in observance and fights the wars of Hashem.
1. Rebbe himself wrote (Likutei Sichos vol 16, 304-305 n.49) fights wars of
Hashem means literally wars including destroying Amalek.
iv. Mashiach vadai — build the Beis Ha' Mikdash, gather in the exile.
b. Yechi/Meshichist community
i. Feel the Rebbe already revealed himself as Mashiach
ii. Meshichists believe the Rebbe built a holy place at 770 and he gathered exiles by
orchestrating immigration from Russiato Isragl
1. SeeKuntras Mikdash M€ at
c. Evidencethat he wasn't revealed Mashiach
i. If the rebbe was Mashiach, who was Mashiach ben Y osef?
ii. lggeres Teiman — Mashiach will be anonymous figure
iii. Melachim 11:4 —if he does not succeed in these or was killed he is definitely not
Mashiach.
iv. R Pinchas HalLevi Horowitz (Sefer Ha Bris 521) if he does not finish the job but
dies or is broken or captured he is not Mashiach.
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v. Eruvin 43b — Eliyahu will come one day before Mashiach to announce his coming.
d. Did the Rebbe think he was Mashiach?

i. Yes
1. David Berger attempts to bring evidence that the Rebbe considered himself
Mashiach
2. Mamesh & Miyad —initiasfor Menachem Mendel Schneerson
ii. No

1. Telushkin book brings evidence that the Rebbe rejected that notion.
2. Chaim Miller quotes the Rebbe as saying that these ideas drive people away
from Chassidus and from those things necessary to bring Mashiach
e. Reaction to Meshichists
i. Mainstream Chabad Rejects Messianism
1. Kol Koreh
2. NY Times (Telushkin 391)
ii. Haachaof Meshichists
1. Rav Aharon Soloveitchik
2. Rav Aharon Feldman
3. Rav Zev Leff
4. Rav Schachter —have din of a shoteh

V. If he wasn’t Mashiach while alive, can the Rebbe come back and be Mashiach?
a. Can Mashiach come from the dead?

i. Sourcesindicate yes
1. Sanhedrin 98b and see Rashi there
2. Abarbanel —yeshuos malko
3. Yerushalmi Berachos 2:4 — Dovid could be Mashiach
4. Sdei Chemed vo 1, P as Hasadeh Kelalim 70)
5. Zohar shemos 54a — could be Moshe

ii. Alternative understanding
1. See Ohr Ha Chaim bereishis 49:11 — Dovid and Moshe not meant literally

but symbolically

2. Arizal —Dovid or Moshe in reincarnation

VI.  Conclusion
a. Clearly, being aMeshichist isout of bounds and incompatible with Torah Judaism.
b. What about believing that the Rebbe can be Mashiach in the future?
i. Rabbi Immanuel Schochet — are you prepared to swear
ii. The Rebbe himself said not to focus on it and only to focus on doing what is
necessary to bring Mashiach
iii. Rav Aharon Lichtenstein’s hesped for Rebbe points out Rebbe is only gadol even
considered telling us something about his remarkable life
iv. Mashiach isonly asmall part of the Rebbe’slegacy. We should focus on his
transformational |eadership and incredible contributions to the Jewish people and
world at large. Better to spend our efforts following his ways rather than debating
his status.
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1. Rebbe Biogmjoﬁy
C ﬁaﬁadforg

Printed from chabad.org

The Rebbe: A Brief Biography

By Chabad.org Staff

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel The Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, of righteous memory

Schneerson, of righteous memory (1902-1994), the seventh

leader in the Chabad-Lubavitch dynasty, is considered to have been the most phenomenal Jewish
personality of modern times. To hundreds of thousands of followers and millions of sympathizers and
admirers around the world, he was -- and still is, despite his passing -- "the Rebbe," undoubtedly, the one
individual more than any other singularly responsible for stirring the conscience and spiritual awakening of

world Jewry.

The Rebbe was born in 1902, on the 11th day of Nissan, in Nikolaev, Russia, to the renowned kabbalist,

talmudic scholar and leader Rabbi Levi Yitzchak and Rebbetzin Chana Schneerson. Rebbetzin Chana

(1880-1964) was known for her erudition, kindness and extraordinary accessibility. Her courage and
ingenuity became legend when during her husband's exile by the Soviets to a remote village in Asian
Russia she labored to make inks from herbs she gathered in the fields -- so that Rabbi Levi Yitzchak
could continue writing his commentary on kabbalah and other Torah-subjects. The Rebbe was named

after his great-grandfather, the third Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, with whom he later

shared many characteristics.

To Save a Life: There is a story told about the Rebbe's early life that seems to be almost symbolic of
everything that was to follow. When he was nine years old, the young Menachem Mendel courageously
dove into the Black Sea and saved the life of a little boy who had rowed out to sea and lost control of his
small craft. That sense of "other lives in danger" seems to have dominated his consciousness; of Jews
drowning in assimilation, ignorance or alienation--and no one hearing their cries for help: Jews on
campus, in isolated communities, under repressive regimes. From early childhood he displayed a
prodigious mental acuity. By the time he reached his Bar Mitzvah, the Rebbe was considered an illuy, a

Torah prodigy. He spent his teen years immersed in the study of Torah.

Marriage in Warsaw: In 1929 Rabbi Menachem Mendel married the sixth Rebbe's daughter, Rebbetzin

Chaya Mushka, in Warsaw. (The Rebbetzin, born in 1901, was chosen by her father, the sixth Rebbe, to

accompany him in his forced exile to Kostroma in 1927. For sixty years she was the Rebbe's life partner;

she passed away on 22 Sh'vat in 1988.) He later studied in the University of Berlin and then at the

Sorbonne in Paris. It may have been in these years that his formidable knowledge of mathematics and the

sciences began to blossom.
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Arrival in the U.S.A.: On Monday, Sivan 28, 5701 (June 23, 1941) the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin arrived

in the United States, having been miraculously rescued, by the grace of Almighty G-d, from the European

holocaust. The Rebbe's arrival marked the launching of sweeping new efforts in bolstering and
disseminating Torah and Judaism in general, and Chassidic teachings in particular, through the
establishment of three central Lubavitch organizations under the Rebbe's leadership: Merkos L'Inyonei
Chinuch ("Central Organization For Jewish Education"), Kehot Publication Society, and Machne Israel, a
social services agency. Shortly after his arrival, per his father-in-law's urging, the Rebbe began publishing
his notations to various Chassidic and kabbalistic treatises, as well as a wide range of response on Torah
subjects. With publication of these works his genius was soon recognized by scholars throughout the

world.

Leadership: After the passing of his father-in-law, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, in 1950, Rabbi

Menachem M. Schneerson reluctantly ascended to the leadership of the Lubavitch movement, whose

headquarters at 770 Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn, New York. Soon Lubavitch institutions and activities
took on new dimensions. The outreaching philosophy of Chabad-Lubavitch was translated into ever

greater action, as Lubavitch centers and Chabad Houses were opened in dozens of cities and university

campuses around the world.

Passing: On Monday afternoon (March 2, 1992), while praying at the gravesite of his father-in-law and
predecessor, the Rebbe suffered a stroke that paralyzed his right side and, most devastatingly, robbed

him of the ability to speak.

Two years and three months later, the Rebbe passed away in the early morning hours of the 3rd of the

Hebrew month of Tammuz, in the year 5754 from creation (June, 12 1994), orphaning a generation.

2. Chabad Rebbes

1) Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi! (1746 -1812) - had a lineage going back to Rashi and through
him to King David. The Alter Rebbe

2) R.Dovber (R.S.Z’s son) (1773- 1827) - The Mittler Rebbe

3) R.Menachem Mendel (R. Dovber’s nephew) (1789-1866) - The Tzemach Tzedek. Led the
movement through a very difficult period. Intervened with the Czar on behalf of the Jews.

4) R.Shmuel (R.M.M. son) (1834-1882) — The Rebbe Maharash.

5) R.Sholom Dovber (R. Shmuel’s son) (1860-1920) - The Rebbe Rashab.

6) R.YosefYitzchok Schneerson (R. Sholom’s son) (1880-1950) - The Rebbe Rayatz. Built a
strong organizational structure. Began many educational and outreach projects. Brought the
movement to America.

7) R.Menachem Mendel Schneerson! (R.Y.Y. son in law) (1902-1994)
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3. Chassam Sofer 6:98
R’ Moshe Sofer
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5. Chafetz Chaim - Likuttei Michtavim
R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan

1838-1933
rp‘i e T e oem TRYR ‘T Tsap ben onwn “our days are the days of Messiah’s
MY R KD TP APRI MRD AT NPAR DY UR PRY coming. Hear my brothers and friends;
nea omp Mend ovayw oo Kamix brmoub moaw an these are the days of Messiah. It is clear
ma = Y obn wvpra pypOw DY MR WpTR Nowa that our days are the days of Messiah'’s
RNUBT RD3PY ARA YR W@ O3 KW PR P ROW coming”
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These four factors which would have made a deep impression on | g, Qx_:ﬁ:s\,;m
Ramash—Rayatz’s gratitude for personal salvation, positive vision for Gt
America, declining health, and the opportunity to direct personalized
organizations—no doubt resonated strongly, but they had been pres- Outward
ent, in one form or another, in the past. Rayatz had, after all, saved his
son-in-law from the perils of Communist Russia; the Rebbe’s health R Chai
had been in serious decline for over a decade, and there had been arm
plenty of opportunity for a positive vision and to work on outreach at Miller

Rayatz’s side in Latvia and Poland. (In fact, Latvia, like America, was a

democratic country in the 1930s and Chabad conducted some consid-
erable outreach work there which was, in many ways, a precursor to
Chabad activities in America.?®)

There was, however, a totally unprecedented fifth element which
came to the fore in 1941, something that was arguably Ramash's stron-
gest motivator: the acute Messianism of Rayatz.

While the Messianic idea is as old as the Bible itself, with apocalyp-

er, remained at
be proactive in r
nities of Russia.
Now that Ray|
panded to includ
ly for the four an
were being mer(
million Jews in K
annihilation; and
fully—but quite i
What was thd
Providence had
what could be d
in Europe whose

1l and parochial: Chabad Chasidim should
ditional observance in the Jewish commu-

cated to America, his constituency had ex-
he entire Jewish world. He still cared deep-
ion Jews trapped in his native Russia, who
ecuted by Stalin; for the three and a half
pme of Poland, who stood on the verge of
se to five million Jews who resided peace-
—in his new home, the United States.

hread binding these three domains which
Rayatzs direct sphere of influence? And
the terrible plight of the millions of Jews
n danger? To answer these questions, the

Sixth Rebbe drev

IT OGOV Iw

bsianic idea.®

Rayatz encapsulated the Messianic ideal in a catchy slogan for his

tic yearning filling the books of the Prophets and capturing the imagi-
nation of the Talmudic Rabbis, Chasidism had initially muted the Mes-
sianic impulse. Hopes for a global redemption were, of course, never
abandoned, but the thrust of Chasidism shifted focus from the global

American audience: le-alter le-teshuvah, le-alter le-geulah, (“Immedi-
ately to teshuvah, immediately to redemption”). In a series of “urgent
appeals” published in newspapers during the early 1940s,2* the Sixth
Lubavitcher Rebbe made his case: The Jewish people are one organic
entity and Judaism classically affirms mass teshuvah as a tool of re-

to the individual, to acquiring an awareness of the Divine in every mo-
ment, event and thing. Reaching a state of awakened consciousness,
the Chasidic worshipper achieves a level of personal redemption, per-
ceiving G-d in even the most mundane strata of the universe; but n.Em
has the concurrent effect of rendering the urge for global redemption
less urgent. If G-d is tangibly present in the here and now, then why
worry about anything else?*

The Kabbalah, which was a precursor to Chasidut, did place much
emphasis on a global, apocalyptic event to be precipitated by a QEO.&
mass of good deeds and Jewish rituals throughout history; m.:n_ s.\:;m
this general model was upheld in Chabad,” the main emphasis shifted
to personal growth through prayer, contemplation and the study of
Chasidut.

Around the turn of the Twentieth Century, Rabbi Shalom Dov Ber
(Rashab) began to invoke some strong Messianic rhetoric .»dn the first
time, particularly in his critique of secular Zionism. His vision, howev-

demption from global catastrophe. Jews in America could possibly
avert an imminent catastrophe in Europe if they would recommit
themselves, in some serious measure, to observant Judaism, which
was their precious inheritance.

Chabad outreach now took on a far greater scope and urgency than
ever before. Teshuvah in America was seen as crucial for the entire

world—and it needed to be invoked immediately, as millions of Jews
faced their deaths.

Even if Rayatz's message failed to inspire the majority of American
Jews, it did succeed in utterly captivating his younger son-in-law. By
Ramash’s own admission, thoughts of global redemption had fasci-
nated him since childhood, and this historically unprecedented, acute
Messianic call emanating from such an elevated soul as Rayatz res-
onated with him deeply. Ramash would even sign off his correspon-
dence, “with blessings for le-alter le-teshuvah, le-alter le-geulah.”

Even after a few years, when the urgency of the message had passed
and the Jewish people had suffered the tragic losses of the Holocaust,
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Ramash did not perceive Rayatzs Messianic awakening of the early
1940s as an unsuccessful campaign of the past. In the Seventh Reb-
be's view, Rayatz had permanently redefined Chabad from a parochial
movement into a global-universal force. There had been an irreversible
shift in Chabad’s sense of mission: From now onwards, the scope and
intensity of Chabad outreach would be energized by the heightened

Messianic consciousness that Rayatz had kindled.

"From the time that [ was a child attending Cheder, and even before, the

vision of the future Redemption began to take form in my imagination -- the

Redemption of the Jewish people from their final Exile, a redemption of
such magnitude and grandeur through which the purpose of the suffering,
the harsh decrees, and annihilation of Exile will be understood."”

7. Letter from Rebbe
to Israeli President
Yitzha Ben-2Zvi

The fact that our Sages say that "all those who are seventh are cherished" rather than

8. Ma’amar Basi "all those who are cherished are seventh," indicates that the seventh's primary quality

lies in his being seventh. In other words, he is cherished not on account of his

) 7 . . R0 ¢ - . . . .
L'Gani (1951) choice, desire, or spiritual service, but because he is seventh - and this is something

Rebbe ‘Jnaugum(

Torah given through him...

that he is born into. Yet the fact remains that "all those who are seventh are
cherished." It was for this reason that it was Moshe who was privileged to have the

This, then, is why the seventh is so cherished: it is he who draws down the

Shechinah, in fact -- the essence of the Shechinah; moreover, he draws it down into
this lowly wortld. It is this that is demanded of cach and every one of us of the
seventh generation -- and "all those that are seventh are cherished": Although the
fact that we are in the seventh generation is not the result of our own choosing and
our own service, and indeed in certain ways perhaps contrary to our will,
nevertheless "all those who are seventh are chetished." We are now very near the
approaching footsteps of Mashiach, indeed, we are at the conclusion of this period,
and our spiritual task is to complete the process of drawing down the Shechinah -
morecovert, the essence of the Shechinah - within specifically our lowly world.

During the last year of the Rebbe’s public sermons he spoke at length

about the global redemption (Geulah) and the coming of the Messiah
(Mashiach) almost every week. This represented the climax of increas-
ingly frequent discussions, which had intensified throughout the 1980s. Judaism
In 1980, he adopted the phrase “We want Mashiach now!” to pro- Outward
mote a sense of urgency and longing for fudaism’s time of future prom-
ised bliss, and the slogan became a popular song at children’s rallies.”
In a sermon printed in 1982, he alerted the public that the current Jew- R’ Chaim
ish year, 5742, had been identified by one Rabbinic author as an auspi- Miller
cious time for the coming of Mashiach.” In the following years, these

9. T1 urning

kinds of associations gradually increased.

10. Rabbi "The Lubavitcher Rebbe speaks and publicizes about the Mashiach and a tumult
’ has erupted, an uproar and an outcry. What is wrong, I ask? That people who
Soloveitchik are heretics decry him; [ understand. That those who violate the Shabbat decry
in 1942 him; I understand. But that those who study the Talumud and Chassidus decry
him; this is inconceivable...Are we not allowed to talk about the belief in the
Mashiach anymore?"
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11. Rambam
1138-1204
Hilchos
Melachim 11:4
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If aking will arise from the House of David who diligently contemplates the Torah and observes its mitzvot as prescribed by the
Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor, will compel all of Isradl to walk in (the way of the Torah) and rectify the
breachesin its observance, and fight the wars of God, we may, with assurance, consider him Mashiach.

If he succeeds in the above, builds the Templein its place, and gathers the dispersed of Israel, heis definitely the Mashiach. He will
then improve the entire world, motivating all the nations to serve God together, as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'l will transform the
peoplesto a purer language that they all will call upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.’

If he did not succeed to this degree or was killed, he surely is not the redeemer promised by the Torah. Rather, he should be
considered as all the other proper and complete kings of the Davidic dynasty who died. God caused him to arise only to test the
many, as Daniel 11:35 states: 'And some of the wise men will stumble, to try them, to refine, and to clarify until the appointed time,
because the set time isin the future.'

Jesus of Nazareth who aspired to be the Mashiach and was executed by the court was also alluded to in Daniel's prophecies, asibid.
11:14 states: 'The vulgar among your people shall exalt themselvesin an attempt to fulfill the vision, but they shall stumble.'

Can there be agreater stumbling block than Christianity? All the prophets spoke of Mashiach as the redeemer of Israel and their
savior who would gather their dispersed and strengthen their observance of the mitzvot. In contrast, Christianity caused the Jewsto
be slain by the sword, their remnants to be scattered and humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the majority of the world to err and
serve a god other than the Lord.

Nevertheless, the intent of the Creator of the world is not within the power of man to comprehend, for His ways are not our ways,
nor are His thoughts, our thoughts. Ultimately, all the deeds of Jesus of Nazareth and that Ishmaelite who arose after him will only
serve to prepare the way for Mashiach's coming and the improvement of the entire world, motivating the nations to serve God
together as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'l will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call upon the name of God and
serve Him with one purpose.’

How will this come about? The entire world has aready become filled with the mention of Mashiach, Torah, and mitzvot. These
matters have been spread to the furthermost islands to many stubborn-hearted nations. They discuss these matters and the mitzvot of
the Torah, saying: 'These mitzvot were true, but were already negated in the present age and are not applicable for all time.'

Others say: 'Implied in the mitzvot are hidden concepts that can not be understood simply. The Mashiach has already come and
revealed those hidden truths.'

When the true Messianic king will arise and prove successful, his position becoming exalted and uplifted, they will al return and
realize that their ancestors endowed them with a false heritage and their prophets and ancestors caused them to err.
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Regarding how and where Moshiach

will arise, he will arise specifically 14. Qggeres Teiman
in the land of Israel and there will

begin his revelation... Regarding Rambam

how he will arise, he will not be

known at all before his arising while
he is not the Moshiach, so that it
would be said about him such-and-
such from such-and-such family.
Rather, a man will arise who will be
unknown before he is revealed.

15, Sefer Ha'Bris
R’ Pinchas Ha’'Levi Horowitz

1731-1805
We are obligated to believe that if a W PR 22N NN
Jewish man comes and begins to S XYY TN UK R

save the Jews and he completes the

.
salvation of Israel in that generation, RIM RW AR R

if he finishes the job then he is MR PP* NI MDY
[Moshiach].  However, whoever M7 MY M M
does not finish the job but dies or is A R MY XM XN
broken or is captured then he is not |3 R DY NTT MR
[Moshiach] and G-d did not send

L ar2 I P R N G e 7 B

him.
Rt Bakriis

16. Fruvin 43b

The Gemara answers that there is another reason for this:
ani uxy — There, in the case of the Messiah, it is for a different
reason that he cannot come on the Sabbath and Yom Tov. 9
0y Roagn R N neb nhw ok i, :x9p — For the verse
says in a prophecy relating to the Messiah’s arrival: Behold, I
will send to you Elijah the prophet eic. [before that great and
awesome day will arrive];®  Sanxn yubx Xxnx &Y xm — and
we see that Elijah did not come the previous day, on the day
before the Sabbath or Yom Tov.!
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17. Dr. David Berger
“Did the Rebbe ‘lcfenm’fy ‘}-(imsegf as the Messiah—and What Do His Hasidim Believe T ocfay?
Tt aﬁfetmag.com

In fact, the Rebbe’s assurances were far stronger than this portrait suggests, and the
messianists’ belief that he is the messiah is far less equivocal. What I am about to present
here is material provided with his mother’s milk to every child in a messianist family but
remains virtually unknown to all but a minuscule sliver of the outside community. It is
impossible to understand Lubavitch messianism or assess its staying power without
awareness of this information.

Here then is a sampling of statements made by the Rebbe that combined to generate a deep
conviction among the Hasidim that he is the messiah. Except in some cases where I provide a
link to a website, all of these statements—and many more—appear with precise annotation in
one or more of the following Hebrew collections: Ve-hu Yig'allenu (Brooklyn, 1994,
translated into English as And He Will Redeem Us [Brooklyn, 1994]); Ha-Tekufah ve-ha-
Geullah be-Mishnato shel ha-Rebbe mi-Lubavitch (Kfar Chabad, 1999); Be-Emunah
Shelemah ed. by S. Shmida (Jerusalem, 2000); Ha-Nekudah ha-Habadit 2 (Marcheshvan
5764 [2003]).

n 1965, Rabbi Avraham Parizh, an elder Chasid who had been with the

movement from the time of the Fifth Rebbe, printed letters stating: 18. Rebbe

“With great joy, we can inform you that King Messiah, for whom we have
waited so many years, is already among us. He is the holy Lubavitcher f]osepﬁ Telushkin
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the King Messiah. His

address is 770 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, New York. He does not need
us to choose him since God has chosen him.” Rabbi Parizh printed up
many of these letters and started handing them outin Israel. According
to one account, Parizh also distributed these letters by dropping them
out of a helicopter.

When the Rebbe learned of the letter, he instructed his secretariat
to immediately dispatch a telegram to Parizh, dated June 24, 1965: “We
were shocked by the letter [you wrote and handed out] and ask that you
immediately cease distributing it. Gather and send to the secretariat all
copies of the letter, every last one, and please confirm immediately that
you have fulfilled this instruction.” Chasidim tell how Parizh spent sev-
eral weeks scrounging around the streets of Tel Aviv looking for every
such sheet he could find.

But did the Rebbe continue to remain opposed to such declarations
throughout his life? The answer apparently is yes, certainly as long as he
possessed the ability to communicate clearly.
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More than twenty-five years later, when Chasidim started talking
of the Rebbe as a Messianic figure—though in a less extreme manner
than had Parizh-——the Rebbe’s reaction was no less pointed. In 1991,
Rabbi Aharon Dov Halprin, the editor of Chabad’s Israeli magazine, Kfar
Chabad, wanted to print an article explaining why the Rebbe was worthy
of being considered the presumed Messiah, When the Rebbe learned of
this he responded sharply, “If you, God forbid, [plan to write] anything
even remotely similar, it is preferable that you shut down the periodical
completely” (kadima sheyisgor ha-michtav-et legamrei).'®

In an urgent audience to which the Rebbe summoned Chabad ac-
tivist Rabbi Tuvia Peles, the Rebbe rebuked those who were making
Messianic claims about him, saying, “They are taking a knife to my
heart” and “they are tearing off parts of me.” Itis hard to imagine a more
anguished and pained expression for a Chasid to hear from his Rebbe.

On one occasion in 1991, as the Rebbe was leaving the evening prayers,

some Chasidim began singing one of the Rebbe’s favorite songs, but with
an added twist: They attached the words Yechi—“Long live our master,

our teacher, our Rebbe, King Moshiach™—clearly identifying “our

Rebbe” as the Messiah. As the Rebbe continued walking, he signaled

his encouragement of the singing—Chasidim would sing Chasidic mel-

odies before and after each service—and the Messianists celebrated,

thinking that they had finally received the Rebbe’s acquiescence.

But they hadn’t. The next morning, he refused to go down to the
synagogue until he was assured by Rabbi Groner that there would be
no such songs sung again. And, indeed, the song was never again sung
in front of the Rebbe until some months after a stroke felled him and
removed his ability to speak or write.

Several months later, however, and still before the stroke, a few
people present at a farbrengen did start singing an older song that implied,
without stating explicitly, that the Rebbe was the Messiah. The Rebbe
heard the words and responded in a grave manner: “Really, I should get
up and leave. Even if some people consider it disrespectful that I would
need to [be the one to leave], T don’t need to reckon with the views of
a small number when [what they are singing] is the opposite of reality.
Unfortunately, though [even if I leave] it will not help anyway. Further,
it will disrupt the good feeling of brothers sitting together [shever achim
gam yachad (Psalms 133:1)], for if I were to leave, others will leave, too.””

Needless to say, this singing, too, was not repeated.

Perhaps the most poignant public pronouncement of the Rebbe on
the Messiah issue was on April 11, 1991, less than a year before his first
stroke (March 2, 1992): “What more can I do to motivate the entire
Jewish people to cry out and demand that Moshiach should come? All
that has been done until now has not helped. We are still in exile. . . . I
have done everything I can. From now on you must do whatever you
can. Now, all of you must do all you can to actually bring Moshiach here
and now, immediately”

Whatever else one mightsay about this pronouncement, these words
do not sound like the pronouncement of a man who feels that he him-
self is the Messiah.
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Some months later, and shortly before the Rebbe’s stroke, the
Alaskan-based shiiach, Rabbi Yosef Greenberg (author of Y'mei Bereishit),
brought a letter to be given to the Rebbe in which he referred to him as
“King Messiah.” Later that same day, Rabbi Groner told Greenberg that
the Rebbe had looked at the letter, thrown it down in frustration, and
wrote on it, “Tell him that when the Moshiach comes, I will give him
the letter.”

An even more definitive statement of the Rebbe on this same issue
occurred at around the same time. An Israeli journalist, Sarah David-
owitz of the Kol Ha'ir newspaper, approached the Rebbe and said, “We
appreciate you very much, we want to see you in Israel; yod said soon
you will be in Israel, so when will you come?” The Rebbe responded:
“Lalso want to be in Israel.” The journalist insisted, “So when will you
come?” The Rebbe responded, “That depends on the Moshiach, not on
me.” The journalist persisted, “You are the Moshiach!,” to which the

Rebbe responded, “I am not™® :
Rabbi Leibel Groner, one of the Rebbe’s secretaries, reports a con-

versation he had with the Rebbe in 1992. The Rebbe asked him one
morning about the Messianic talk going on in the commuﬁity. Groner
respdnded that “the Rebbe certainly seems most suitable.” The Rebbe,
in turn, said, “The one who is the Messiah will have this revealed to him
from Above. This has not been revealed to me.”

The Rebbe might well have feared that if he repeated what he said
to Groner in a public setting, it would only cause the Messianic zealots
to further pressure him to “acknowledge” that he was the Messiah in
the hope that it would then be revealed to him from Above that he
was. This seems to be what he was alluding to months earlier when he
said that if he left the farbrengen due to the Messianic singing going on,
it would not help anyway: The Messianists would simply say what they
wanted to say even against his wishes! Rabbi Sholom Wolpo, a leading
Isracli Messianist and author of the Messianist handbooks Yechi ha-
Melech ha-Moshiach and Mevaser Tov (both published after the Rebbe’s
stroke and inability to comment), went to great lengths to explain, in
his books, “why everyone must still consider and proclaim the Rebbe
as the Messiah despite the fact that he himself never said he was.”
Wolpo tries to explain the Rebbe’s negative reactions to such claims
being made on his behalf and insists that it is nevertheless incumbent
upon everyone to proclaim the Rebbe as the Messiah. “Acceptance of
the Messiah must be done by the people, and not by the King [Mes-
siah].”

The Rebbe understood the mind-set of the Messianists, and he knew
that whatever he would say would somehow be construed by them as
further “proof” that he was the Messiah.
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Ironically, any focus on the persona of Mashiach is liable to detract
from the work of bringing the Redemption. After Judaism’s long history
of false and failed Messiahs, especially the huge debacle of Shabbatai
7vi in the 17th Century, Jews have tended to view any Messianic pre-
tender with intense suspicion and distrust. If we do not need to know,
and cannot know with certainty, who the Messiah is—as Maimonides
implies!®—then this potentially contentious issue ought to be avoided.

This was the Rebbe’s view, articulated in a memorable 1984 sermon. Judaism
When some of his followers began to sing a song in his presence iden- Outward
tifying him as the Messiah, he interrupted them and said:

19. T urning

T would like to speak about something negative that requires fix- R’ Chaim
ing... There are some overzealous Chabadniks (shpitz Chabad™®) who
imagine that they are the ones who know what needs to be done, and Miller

how it should be done. They are unmoved when those around them
sometimes attempt to dissuade them from something negative. They
think to themselves: Who are these people to tell me what to do? Not
one of them is shpitz Chabad!

What 1 am referring to is those who, as a result of their state-
ments, verbal and printed, and their songs, have alienated ma.ny}eWs
from the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov, the study and approach of
Chasidut. In fact there are Jews who had begun to study Chasidut
and as a result of these individuals' activities, they have stopped do-
ing so. Not only are they failing to bring Jews closer, they are alienat-
ing those who have already begun to come close....

Let it therefore be known that anyone who continues with such
activities, fights a war against Chabad Chasidut, against the Rebbe
[Rayatz], against the Baal Shem Tov, and against Mashiach himself,
who wants to eome but is waiting for the further dissemination of
Chasidut. These people, on the other hand, are distancing Jews from
studying Chasidut, G-d forbid.

May G-d spare me from having to repeat this directive again.'

The sermon made a very strong impression and effectively silenced
any attempts to publicly identify the Rebbe as a potential Mashiach for
several years.
But at a farbrengen later in 1991, the scenario from 1984 repeated
itself. After some of the participants chanted the same song in the
Rebbe’s presence intimating him as the Messiah, he reacted critically:

“t’s absurd that you should sing this song, with these words, while I sit
here by the table. The truth is, I should have walked out.™*

In written communications from the period, the Rebbe was even
more reprimanding, To the editors of Kfar Chabad magazine, who pro-
posed to publish an article speculating about the identity of Mashiach,
the Rebbe wrote, on 30th April 1991: “If you will, G-d forbid, do any-
thing resembling this, it would be better to close down the magazine
completely " )

To another author, who wished to publish a treatise on identifying
Mashiach, the Rebbe wrote on 17th February 1992: “I have already re-
sponded to you that articles such as these alienate many people from
the study of Chasidut, reversing efforts to disseminate it to broader
audiences.™®
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His position was consistent with the 1968 letter: If we can only be
sure of Mashiach’s identity after the Temple has been built and the
Jewish people are living in Israel, as Maimonides rules, then what
would be the point in discussing his identity before then? If one person
is alienated from Chasidut, a necessary tool to bring the Redemption,
we have thwarted our intentions.

What, then, did the Rebbe hope to achieve with his stirring 1991 ad-
dress? Two weeks later, as the question of what to do next continued
to burn, the Rebbe proposed what he deemed to be the most straight-
forward way to bring the Redemption: to study aboutit. He simply rec-
ommended people to absorb discussions of the topic from the Scrip-
tures, Talmud, Zohar and teachings of the Chabad Rebbes. "' It was
far from radical, but consistent with his message all along: We need to
elevate the way we think. We need to hone our intuition.
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Recently a number of individuals have made pronouncements regarding the position of Chabad-Lubavitch

on the issue of Moshiach, The following statement Is lssued by the governing board of the central rabbinic
organization of Chabad-Lubavitch:

« The deification of any human being is contrary to the core and foundation of the Jewigh faith,

« The various Talmudic, Midrashic and other sources which seem to ascribe superhuman spiritual -

attributes to certain righteous peopie, were never meant to be delfication and great care must be
taken whon quoting them.

« Belief in the coming of Moshiach and awaiting his imminent amrival is a basic tenet of the Jewish.faﬂh.v

2;'3 Sée?r. however, that conjecture as to the possible identity of Moshiach is not part of the basic tenet
aism. :

. Tp;; precccupation with identifying the Rebbe 3"~ as Moshlach is clearly contrary to the Rebbe's
wishes.

Together with the whole of Klal Yisrael we pray for the fulfillment of our collactive yearning for Moshiach,
in the spirit of the timeless Jewish declaration: *...] awalt his (Moshiach's) coming each and every day.”

- 23 Sheval, 5758
February 19, 1998

EXecuYiVE COMMITTEE:
s Sgos A '
<5 wu___ b Lad— Bty Shagrih
Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky Rabbi Zalman Posner Rabbi Dovid Schochet Rabbi Zelig Sharfstein
BROOXLYN, NEw YORK NASHVILLE, TERNESSEE TORONTO, CANADA CiHCINNATI, OHIO
3 38 3
Bl o Gt & KT PLL O
Rabdl Yisrael Friedman Rahbi Moshe Kasinetz Rabbt Avroh Rabbl Shalom Lipskar
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK LIVINGSTON, NEW JERSEY Meam, FLO BaL HARBOUR, FLORIDA

L. G hanns’ Wﬁxm(_‘ o/ R S M.Jm

Rabbi Lipa Schapiro Rabbi Yehuda Leib Rabbl Ezra Schochet Rabbi Ellmelech
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK Miaks, FLORIDA L08 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

s ,a%ab:_ 2;7 AT
Rabbi Hershel Shusterman Yosef Shusterman
CHICAQO, ILLINOIS BeVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA

DETROIT, MCHIOAN

768 Eastern Parkway #202 / Brookiyn, New York 14213

20. Kol Koreh

Page #16 - Boca Raton Synagogue




Is the Rebbe Mashiach? — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

21. NY Times Ad

R’ Bharon Soloveitchik

22. Letter of

to the Forward

-

“
WITH REGARD TO SOME RECENT STATEMENTS AND DECLARATIONS
BY INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS CONCERNING THE MATTER OF
MosHIACH AND THE LUBAVITCHER REBBE, RABBI MENACHEM

MENDEL SCHNEERSON, OF SAINTED MEMORY, LET IT BE KNOWN

THAT THE VIEWS EXPRESSED [BY THOSE WHO PROCLAIM THAT
THE DECEASED REBBE 15 THE MESSIAH] . . . ARE IN NO WAY A

REFLECTION OF THE MOVEMENT’S POSITION . ., THEY ARE IN

FACT MISLEADING AND A GRAVE OFFENSE TO THE DIGNITY AND
EXPRESSED DESIRES OF THE REBBE.”

—New York Times, February 9, 1996; ad taken out by Agudas
Chasidei Chabad, the umbrella organization of the movement

| “The Sage and Miss Lagnado

I am addressing you in connection
with an e written by your dis-
tinguished! correspondent Lucette

Lagnado | . (“Rabbis Blast
Maessianism,” Forward,

Dec, 2). E that this distin-

name is fairly accuraté. However, -

the contetin which she wrote it
tends to give the impression to peo-
ple who are not knowledgeable in
Torah and Jewish matters that I too
consider the Lubavitch movement
as a cultist movement whose follow-
ers are envinced that the late
Lubavitcher Rebbe will be resur-

redeem the Jewish people from

that it is the antithesis of the truth.

Your distingui correspondent
quotes me correctly: “Rabbi
Soloveichik, however, was contemp-
tuous, denouncing Rabbi [Butman]
as ‘a little fanatical,” someone who
‘means well but, out of desperation,
conjures non-rational ideas.” The
Jate Rebbe, said Rabbi Soloveichik,
‘can’t be the Messiah — he is not liv-
ing — a Messiah has to living —a
living Messiah, not a dead
Messiah.” All the words of this quo-
tation are perfectly accurate. I have
no complaints against your distin-
guished correspondent; my com-
plaint consists in the fact that the
tone of the article implies that in
her opinion the Lubavitch move-
ment is a cultist movement. This is
despicable; especially despicable is
the fact that your distinguished cor-
respondent put into the Forward
the picture of Shabbetai Zvi. My
| intention was to relate my under-
| standing that the overwhelming
majority of the Lubavitcher
Chasidim do not ascribe to the
noton that the Rebbe will be resur-
! rected as the Messiah.

Please allow me to clarify my
position on the Lubavitch move-
ment. As I said in my eulogy over
the Rebbe zr”l, that unlike any
other Chasidic Rebbe or any Rosh
Yeshiva, who is the rebbe of a single
group in Jewry, large or small, the
late Lubavitcher Rebbe was the
Rebbe of Klal Yisrael. The reason
i for this is the fact that in his genera-
| tion, the late Lubavitcher Rebbe

was an unparalleled spiritual lead-
i er, and due to his vision, his fore-
, sight and especially because of his
| aMigwas Yisrael and ahavas habrios
g (love of Tarnel and love of humani-
ty), he was able to reach out unto

rected shértly and that he will _
exile. Such'a notion is so unrealistic

the most assimilated sections of
Jewry. Because of his unusual inspi-
ration he was able to make thou-
sands of baalei teshuvah in the
Diaspora and in Eretz Yisrael, even
in remote places like Australia, New
Zealand and India. The thousands
of baalei teshuvah in Soviet Russia
are exclusively due to the self-
negating sacrifices of the Lubavitch
sheluchim.

There is a traditional friendship
and attachment between the Beis
Horav and Beis Lubavitch. Reb
Chaim of Volozin, the most out-
standing disciple of the Gaon of
Vilna, was the one who lifted the

ban that the Gaon of Vilna imppsed
upon the Chasidic movemeilz. Reb
Itzele of Volozin had a closekreja-
tionship with the Tzemach Tzedek.
Reb Chaim Brisker had a close rela-
tionship with the Rashab; and my
brother Reb Yosef Ber with the late
Rebbe. :

1 hope that this will dispel all the
spiritual pollution that exists in the

secular Jewish community, and’

even in some groups of the

Orthodox Jewish community, in

respect to the evaluation of the
Lubavitch movement. '

Ahron Soloveichik

Chicago, Il

Myopic Report on Moshiach

Your recent article on Lubavitch
(“Rabbis Blast Lubavitcher
Messianism,” Forward, Dec. 2)
forcefully argues against the dan-
gerous elements inherent in con-
temporary Lubavitch messianism.
As a scholar of Chasidism and
Kabbalah, I must take issue with
the nature of your argument. First
of all, those inter-
viewed in the arti-
cle were never

connection te the Shabbatean
heresy in the 17th century is well-
founded. However, many promi-
nent rabbis in 17th-century Central
and Eastern Europe believed
Shabbetai Zvi to be the Messiah,
only deeming his teachings hereti-
cal after his problematic halachic
innovations and his subsequent con-
version to Islam. I
have not seen any
deviance in

very sympathetic For Amenrican ]ews, halachic behavior
to Lubavitch' even | ) 2 even among the
before the death 1t 1s not Lubavitch most ardent
of the Rebbe. 5 - . Lubavitch “mes-
Alan Nadler's mnessianism thatis sianists.”

sometimes vehe- In short, the
ment anti- ‘repugnant’ but mes- individuals inter-

Chasidic attitude
is well known in
the scholarly com-
munity. His irrev-
erent and, in my
view, inaccurate review of recent
scholarly works
Chasidism some years ago in The
New Republic attests to that, David
Berger, whom I admire and respect,
was never very sympathetic to
Jewish messianic_ movements in
general and Lubavitch in particu-
lar. In short, I felt the article was
one-sided and Jewishly myopic.
More substantively, Rabbi Ahron
Saloveichik’s comment that the rise
of Moshiach from the dead is
“repugnant to everything Judaism
represents” is highly problematic in
light of the fact that a similar asser-
tion is made in the Zobhar, a
medieval kabbalistic text attributed
to the rabbinic sage Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yohai and one of the most influ-
ential texts in Jewish history. The

sianism in general.

on Chabad

viewed in the arti-
cle were never
willing to enter-
tain the possibility
of the late Rebbe
as Messiah when he was alive, nor
are they willing to acknowledge the
centrality of the deep-seeded mes-
sianism latent in the kabbalistic
teachings of the Zohar and the 16th-
century Safed kabbalist, Rabbi
Isaac Luria. For many American
Jews of all persuasions, it isot
Lubavitch messianism that is
“repugnant” but messianism in gen-
eral. However, to paraphrase the
20th-century Jewish philosopher
Franz Rosenzweig, it is the contin-
ved emergence of false messianism
in Judaism that keeps the messianic

idea alive.
Afina Smith Fine Professor of
Jewish Thought
Rice University

Houston, Texas
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RABBI AHARON FELDMAN
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TEL: 4106539433 FAX 410-6534694
STUDY: 4104847200 EXT. 114
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Ask Rabbi Leff A Question tp:/www.rabbileffnet/shiurim/ask/index,him)
Rabbi Zev Leff

Excerpt from #413:
Q: Is the Lubavitcher Rebbe Moshiach?

A: The Lubavitcher Rebbe is no longer alive, The Rambam says very clearly that if
someone claims to be Moshiach and he dies before he builds the Temple and brings all
Jews back to Eretz Yisrael, then it is clear that he was not Moshiach. So according to the
Rambam the Lubavitcher Rebbe cannot be Moshiach... Also, even if people will claim to
have found sources that seem to say that Moshiach can be somebody who died and will
come back from the dead to become Moshiach, those sources are not obviously what the
sources means because for 2,000 years one of our objections to Christianity across the
board was that the concept of a dead Moshiach who comes back to be Messiah is not a
Jewish concept.

Excerpt from #373:

Q: May one eat in a restaurant whose proprietor feels that the Lubavitcher Rebbe is the
moshiach, if it is under a widely accepted hashgacha? Furthermore, is it permitted for a
person to daven in a shul where the majority of the congregants feel that the Rebbe zt"l is
moshiach, and perhaps participate in the recitation of Yechi?

A: The restaurant really depends on who the supervision is and if it is a reliable
supervision. Even if the proprietor is not Jewish, certainly if he is Jewish and has wrong
ideas about Yiddishkeit, you can eat in that restaurant. On the other hand, to daven in a
shul where the majority have crooked ideas about Yiddishkeit and recite things that have
no place as part of the davening, better not to daven in a shul like that.

26. Rashi
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25. Sanhedrin 98b

P 21 px — Rav Nachman said: Xy xi1 o s — If [the
Messiah] is among the living, X% 122 — he is someonc like
me, “N¥Y 129pn DY wgn IR T, MKy — as it is
stated: And their prince shall be one of their own, and their
ruler shall emerge from their midst. "

a1 “mx — Rav said:  x31 ko pa o — If [the Messiah] is
among the living, Wi 137 3 — he is someone like
Rabbeinu HaKadosh."0 st Xony pa s — If he is among the
dead, niTar Wi Druyy 1143 — he is someone like Daniel the
Greatly Beloved.!?
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27. Sdei Chemed
R’ Chaim Hezekiah Medini
1834-1905
(Translation R’ Gil Student)

The above story of demons taking
away the boy is very simple. In my
opinion, the explanation is that they
took him to a place in this world to

be with a righteous scholar who
would raise him and teach him from
his youth to be a great righteous
man and a tremendous Torah
scholar... However, when he
reached old age and the nation had
still not merited Moshiach he died.
Because, as the Gemara in
Sanhedrin 98a says, there is one way
[for Moshiach to come| — that he
will be righteous and poor, riding on
a donkey — and they also said,
“Today if you listen to His voice.”
For that way, Moshiach must be one
of the righteous people of the
generation (if they merit it a little).
There should thercfore be in each
generation one righteous person
who, if they merit it, will be the
messenger by way of Eliyahu [i.c.
Moshiach]. If they do not merit it,
he will be no different from other
righteous people. If one dies then
there will be another worthy man in
the generation to take his place...
There is another way [in which
Moshiach can come]| and that is
through a great merit. Then he will
come on clouds of the sky like a
man, as it says in Sanhedrin 98a.
They said regarding this way in
Sanhedrin 98b, “If he 1s from the
dead, Daniel ‘the most desirable
man.’”

(Sdei Chemed, vol. 1 P’as HaSadeh
Kelalim 70)
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28. Yerushalmi Berachos 2:4

Having mentioned the return of the Davidic dynasty, the
Gemara cites an Aggadic teaching regarding the Mashiach:
™K 1327 — The Rabbis said:  xpwhn x2%n 138 — This king,
the Mashiach, X1 xm1 PR — if he is from the living, ™17
W — David is his name;  xu7 X907 M px — if he is from
the deceased,” mmw 71 — David is still his name, i.e. the
original King David son of Yishai.® '

The Gemara adds:
Rpimn 121 R — R’ Tanchuma said:  Xpyp nrpx g — 1
stated a source for this: ~11% imwn% o0 nwy),, — And He
does kindness for His Mashiach, for David. His Mashiach will
be named David."”

Other views regarding the Mashiach’s name:
g M7 13 ywim 11 — R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said:  may
Y — Tzemach is hisname. prwYNAYTAMA TR~ R
Yudan the son of R’ Aivu said: 1w om» — Menachem is his
name, "

30. Likuttei Sichos 2:518

29. Pnei Moshe
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31. Ohr Ha’Chaim
R’ Chaim 1bn Attar
1696-1743
Bereishis 49:11
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32. Rabbi Jacob Immanuel Schochet

O%E > Ay

My final comment is on a lighter note. Dr. Berger wants Chabad hasidim excommunicated unless they are prepared to say
"without equivocation: ‘The Rebbe is not the Messiah'." (p. 51) They are not to be hired unless they will first swear that

"the Rebbe is not and will not be Moshiach" (p. 144).

This tragi-comical tantrum of Professor Berger, reminds me of an encounter with a fervent messianist, during the time of
the Rebbe's final illness when the messianist group first dared to raise its head unbridied. I concluded the debate with a
simple question: "Are you prepared to swear with a Torah-scroll in your hand that the Rebbe is definitely Mashiach?" In
visible shock he hemmed and hawed, and remained silent. I offer the same challenge to Dr. Berger: "Are you prepared to
swear with a Torah-scroll in your hand that the Almighty will definitely not designate the Rebbe to be Mashiach?"

No doubt, today one may find individuals, among both the extremist messianists and the mitnagdim, and most likely Dr.
Berger himself, prepared to give such oaths. For their god is one who is made in their image and likeness and restricted to

abide by their prejudices.

When William Wordsworth, the great English poet, passed away in
1850, another great author wrote that if he had died ten years earlier he would
have earned much greater admiration and unconditional respect. For many of
us, including those sitting here, there is a sense that if the Lubavitcher Rebbe
z"l had died five years ago, before the Messiah issue became so intense -
whether he was in fact the Messiah or only "b'chezkat Messiah" - it would have
been easier for us to feel the depth of the loss wholeheartedly and to relate to
it better.

This point, which stirred up harsh criticism in certain circles - to the
point of a battle to crush the phenomenon as it involves the Rebbe, the
Chabad movement and every element and aspect of it - has definitely cast a
shadow in recent years over the way that many people think of both the man
and his movement.

This truly was a serious problem. However, in my opinion, this
development, terrible as it may be, must not be allowed to overshadow our
veneration - in retrospect - of the man and his movement and make us forget
their tremendous achievements and the lofty status they attained.

I want to begin from precisely this problematic point. It never occurred
to anyone to declare that Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Aharon Kotler, or the
Rav was the Messiah. And did they not have followers? Did they not have a
tradition? Were they not part of a long dynasty? They certainly did. It seems
to me that at the root of the matter, the concept of Messianism attached itself
to the Rebbe because of his image and status - their positive aspects. The
Rebbe embodied - and in a powerful way - a certain combination in which
one who wished to could see the reflection of a reflection of the Messiah King.

33. R’ Aharon Lichtenstein
1933-2015
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