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EDITOR'S DESK

Pray For The President? A
Divine Dilemma

As Trump era nears, religious ritual collides with the current political
moment.

BY GARY ROSENBLATT | January 11, 2017, 8:42 am
e all remember the line from “Fiddler on the Roof” when the rabbi of Anatevka
exclaims, “A blessing for the Czar? Of course. May God bless and keep the Czar ...
far away from us!”

So here’s a timely question that touches on religious ritual, American history and current
presidential politics: Should American Jews pray for governments they dislike? And if so, how?
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1. Pirkei Avos 1:10
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2. Pirkei Avos 2:3 - IpITT nywa DG 95 IR PRI INKIT NYWA TR

[3] Beware of rulers, for they befriend someone only for their own benefit]

they act friendly when it benefits them, but they do not stand by someone
in his time of need.

3. Yirmiyahu 29:2

4. Ezra 6:10

5. Pirkei Avos 3:2
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6. Yoma 69a

7. Avoda Zara 4a
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8. Dr. Abraham J. Twerski

on Pirkei Avos

9. R’ Yisroel Meir Lau
on Pirkei Avos
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10. Siddur of Rav Sadia Gaon
(d. 875)

Head of Yeshiva in Sura

11. Exclusiveness and
Tolerance
Dr. Jacob Katz
(1904-1998)

12. Kol Bo — Anonymous
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13. R’ Dovid Abudraham
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14. Shulchan Aruch
R’ Yosef Karo
(1488-1575)
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16. Prayer in America

During WWII
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17. R’ Yisroel Salanter
Kedosh Yisroel
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19. Sheyarei Knesses Ha'Gedolah o.c. 284:5
R’ Chaim Benveniste (1603-1673)

15. Prayer For Napoleon

18. Siddur from 1601
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20. Prayer for Shabtei Tzvi 21. Siddur from 1826
17

22. Rev. S. Singer
“Earliest Jewish Prayers for
the Sovereign”

23. Siddur of R’ Yaakov Emden
1697-1776
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24. Tehillim 144:10-11

25. Yeshayahu 43

26. R’ Yosef Kapach
1917-2000
Kesavim 1:492
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27. Lev Ha'lvri
R’ Akiva Schlesinger
1838-1922
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29. Rashi
(Shemos 6:13)

30. Rashi
(Shemos 11:8)

31. Gemara Berachos 58a

1327110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  Sx9y mom ngin
Tnik — If ONE SEES SAGES OF ISRAEL,”) HE SAYS:  phnw 73
NR7Y% inNpa» — BLESSED are You ... WHO APPORTIONED 2" OF
HIS WISDOM TO THOSE WHO FEAR HIM."® iR m2312 M12iy wmon
— If one sees SAGES OF THE IDOLATROUS [NATIONS),”®) HE SAYS:
nnivab iR 1MW N2 — BLESSED are You . . . WHO GAVE OF
HIS WISDOM TO HIS CREATURES, 1%
The Baraisa continues:

Tmik Hx7wy whn nRiNg — If ONE SEES KINGS OF ISRAEL, HE
SAYS: nR% 1iaan phnw MmN — BLESSED are You ... WHO
APPORTIONED®) OF HIS GLORY TO THOSE WHO FEAR HIM.'®
Tnik D110 ¥a1w 195n — If one sees KINGS OF THE IDOLATROUS

(NATIONS], HE SAYS: w137 11i2mn 1MW )12 — BLESSED
are You . . . WHO GAVE OF HIS GLORY TO HIS CREATURES. ™!

The Gemara records another teaching about the glory of kings:
1371 127 K — R’ Yochanan said: yy ok Y1nw s — A
person should always exert himself and run b nxjg’v
bxqipy — to meet kings of Israel, 7272 9%79) nhn nRIpY XY)
— and not only to meet kings of Israel, 2% nx1p7 170K RH%
a1 7131y — but even to meet kings of idolatrous [nations],
npp oY — because if he merits to enter the World to Come,**)
pranin Y1aiy 1a%nY S 950 pa P — he will then be able to
discern between the glory of the kings of Israel (ie. the
Messianic king, who will rule at that time) and the glory of the
kings of idolatrous [nations].!*"

32. Shulchan Aruch o.c. 224:8
R’ Yosef Karo 1488-1575

33. Mishna Berura
R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan
1838-1933
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34. Chassam Sofer
R’ Moshe Sofer
1762-1839
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Finally, Rabbi Sherer’s testimony served notice that a new era had
dawned for Orthodox representation in the public sphere, and that the
monopoly of the so-called Jewish defense organizations was a thing
of the past. On Tishah B'Av of 5721 (1961), President John F. Kennedy

35. R’ Moshe Sherer
1921-1988

invited Rabbi Sherer to the White House, along with 11 other leaders
of major Jewish organizations, to hear his explanations of an American
vote in the United Nations considered unfavorable to Israel. The inclu-
sion of Agudath Israel in such a delegation was unprecedented and
reinforced the message that American Orthodoxy had arrived.

Rabbi Aharon Kotler was emphatic that Rabbi Sherer must attend the
Tishah B’ Av meeting, and that he should shave and wear proper leather
shoes (albeit with sand inside as a reminder of the mourning for the

Temple) for the occasion,!

10. See Mishnah Berurah 554:33.

36. Chassam Sofer
1:159

Years later Rabbi Sherer told Shimshon that shaving in preparation for the meeting had been one of R’ Moshe Sofer

the hardest things he ever had to do. He tried to think about Yosef HaTzaddik, who was removed

from his cell and brought before Pharach on Rosh Hashanah after being given a haircut (Rosh (1 762_1839)

Hashanah 10b; Rashi, Bereishis 41:14; see also Chasam Sofer, Toras Moshe ad loc.).

By the time he retumed to New York from the meeting at the White House, it was almost time

for Minchah. Rabbi Sherer traveled from the airport to Long Island in the hope of finding a minyan
where no one would recognize him. Just before Minchah began, however, the rabbi announced to
one and all that they had the honor of welcoming Rabbi Sherer. At that point, Rabbi Sherer had no
choice but to ask the rabbi to announce that he had shaved for a meeting at the White House on the

psak of Rabbi Aharon Kotler.

37. Shearim Metzuyanim B’'Halacha 1:60
R’ Shlomo Zalman Braun
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38. Yechaveh Da’as 2:28
R’ Ovadia Yosef (1920 —2013)
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39. Teshuvos V'Hanhagos 2:139
R’ Moshe Shternbuch
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40. B'Tzeil Ha’Chochma 2:19
R’ Betzalel Stern
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