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Marijuana is a dry, shredded green and
brown mix of leaves, flowers, stems, and
seeds from the hemp plant Cannabis sa-
tiva. In a more concentrated, resinous
form, it is called hashish, and as a sticky
black liquid, hash oil. The main psycho-
active {mind-altering) chemical in mari-
juana is delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol,
or THC.

Marijuana is the most common illicit
drug used in the United States. After a
period of decline in the last decade, its
use has generally increased among
young people since 2007, corresponding
to a diminishing perception of the drug’s
risks. More teenagers are now current
(past-month) smokers of marijuana than
of cigarettes, according to annual survey
data.

How Is Marijuana Used?

Marijuana is usually smoked in hand-
rolled cigarettes (joints) or in pipes or
water pipes (bongs). It is also smoked in
blunts—cigars that have been emptied of
tobacco and refilled with a mixture of
marijuana and tobacco. Marijuana smoke
has a pungent and distinctive, usually
sweet-and-sour, odor. Marijuana can al-
so be mixed in food or brewed as a tea.

www.drugabuse.gov

Brain's Chemical

Anandamide

How Does Marijuana Affect the Brain?

When marijuana is smoked, THC rapidly
passes from the lungs into the blood-
stream, which carries the chemical to the
brain and other organs throughout the
body. It is absorbed more slowly when
ingested in food or drink.

However it is ingested, THC acts upon
specific molecular targets on brain cells,
called cannabinoid receptors. These re-
ceptors are ordinarily activated by chem-
icals similar to THC called endocanna-
binoids, such as anandamide. These are
naturally occurring in the body and are
part of a neural communication network
{the endocannabinoid system) that plays
an important role in normal brain devel-
opment and function.

The highest density of cannabinoid re-

- ceptors is found in parts of the brain that
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influence pleasure, memory, thinking,
concentration, sensory and time percep-
tion, and coordinated movement. Mari-
juana overactivates the endocannabinoid
system, causing the high and other ef-
fects that users experience. These in-
clude distorted perceptions, impaired
coordination, difficulty with thinking and
problem solving, and disrupted learning
and memory.
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Research has shown that, in chronic us-
ers, marijuana'’s adverse impact on
learning and memory persists after the
acute effects of the drug wear off; when
marijuana use begins in adolescence, the
effects may persist for many years. Re-
search from different areas is converging
on the fact that regular marijuana use by
young people can have long-lasting nega-
tive impact on the structure and function
of their brains.

A recent study of marijuana users who
began using in adolescence revealed a
profound deficit in connections between
brain areas responsible for learning and
memory. And a large prospective study
(following individuals across time}
showed that people who began smoking
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marijuana heavily in their teens lost as
much as 8 points in IQ between age 13
and age 38; importantly, the lost cogni-
tive abilities were not restored in those
who quit smoking marijuana as adults.
(Individuals who started smoking mari-
juana in adulthood did not show signifi-
cant IQ declines.)

What Are the Other Health Effects of
Marijuana?

Marijuana use can have a variety of ad-
verse, short- and long-term effects, espe-

cially on cardiopulmonary and mental
health.

Marijuana raises heart rate by 20-100
percent shortly after smoking; this effect
can last up to 3 hours. In one study, it
was estimated that marijuana users have
a 4.8-fold increase in the risk of heart at-
tack in the first hour after smoking the
drug. This may be due to increased heart
rate as well as the effects of marijuana
on heart rhythms, causing palpitations
and arrhythmias. This risk may be great-
er in older individuals or in those with
cardiac vulnerabilities.

Marl]uana smoke is an irritant to the
lungs, and frequent marijuana smokers
can have many of the same respiratory
problems experienced by tobacco smok-
ers, such as daily cough and phlegm pro-
duction, more frequent acute chest ill-
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ness, and a heightened risk of lung infec-
tions. One study found that people who
smoke marijuana frequently but do not
smoke tobacco have more health prob-
lems and miss more days of work than

nonsmokers, mainly because of respira-
tory illnesses.

A number of studies have shown an as-
sociation between chronic marijuana use

- and mental illness. High doses of mariju~

ana can produce a temporary psychotic
reaction {involving hallucinations and
paranoia) in some users, and using mari-
juana can worsen the course of illness in
patients with schizophrenia. A series of
large prospective studies also showed a
link between marijuana use and later
development of psychosis. This relation-
ship was influenced by genetic variables
as well as the amount of drug used and
the age at which it was first taken—
those who start young are at increased
risk for later problems.

Associations have also been found be-
fween marijuana use and other mental
health problems, such as depression,
anxiety, suicidal thoughts among adoles-
cents, and personality disturbances, in-
cluding a lack of motivation to engage in
typically rewarding activities. More re-
search is still needed to confirm and bet-
ter understand these linkages.

Marijuana use during pregnancy is asso-
ciated with increased risk of neurobe-
havioral problems in babies. Because
THC and other compounds in marijuana
mimic the body’s own cannabinoid-like
chemicals, marijuana use by pregnant
mothers may alter the developing endo-
cannabinoid system in the brain of the
fetus. Consequences for the child may in-
clude problems with attention, memory,
and problem solving.

Finally, marijuana use has been linked in
a few recent studies to an increased risk
of an aggressive type of testicular cancer
in young men, although further research
is needed to establish whether there is a
direct causal connection.

Is Marijuana Addictive?
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stinent. Behavioral interventions, includ-

Contrary to common belief, marijuana is ing cognitive-behavioral therapy and
addictive. Estimates from research sug- motivational incentives (i.e., providing
gest that about 9 percent of users be- vouchers for goods or services to pa-
come addicted to marijuana; this num- tients who remain abstinent) have prov-
ber increases among those who start ~ en to be effective in treating marijuana
young (to about 17 percent, or 1 in 6) addiction. Although no medications are
and among daily users {to 25-50 per- currently available, recent discoveries
cent}. Thus, many of the nearly 7 percent about the workings of the endocanna-
of high-school seniors who (according to binoid system offer promise for the de-
annual survey data) report smoking ma- velopment of medications to ease with-
rijuana daily or almost daily are well on drawal, block the intoxicating effects of
their way to addiction, if not already ad- marijuana, and prevent relapse.

dicted (besides functioning at a sub-
optimal level all of the time}).

Learn More
Long-term marijuana users trying to quit

report withdrawal symptoms including For additional information on marijuana
irritability, sleeplessness, decreased ap- and marijuana abuse, please see
petite, anxiety, and drug craving, all of http://www.drugabuse.gov/publication

WhiCh can make it dlfficult to remain ab-- s/research-reports/marijuana-abuse
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January 22nd, 2014

White House says Obama’s marijuana policy hasn’t changed

Posted by
CNN's Jim Acosta and Kevin Liptak

Washington (CNN) — President Barack Obama remains opposed to a nationwide decriminalization of
marijuana, despite his assertion in an interview this week the drug is no more dangerous than alcohol.

“The President's position on these matters haven't changed,” White House Press Secretary Jay Carney
said in response to a question from CNN on Wednesday.

In an interview published over the weekend, Obama told The New Yorker he thought marijuana posed no
greater risk than alcohol, though he stated he still thought pot was a “vice” and a “bad habit.” Marijuana
is currently classed as a schedule 1 drug, the same category as heroin and ecstasy.

He also reaffirmed his belief that prosecution of marijuana offenses overwhelmingly affects minority
Americans, a stance Carney underscored.

“There's no question that we've applied our drug laws in a way that has been counterproductive and that
there are issues there that need to be addressed,” he said.

Two states, Colorado and Washington, have legalized recreational marijuana use. Another 18, along with
the District of Columbia, allow some legal pot use, primarily for medicinal purposes.

Obama said in The New Yorker it was important for those states’ laws to move forward, calling them
"experiments.”

Carney explained Wednesday that didn't constitute an endorsement of the pot laws.

"He's not endorsing any specific move by a state. He's simply making an observation, his position of
these matters has not changed," he said.
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Fragrant cane. Keneh bosens in Hebrew.
© Ancient sources idensiy this with the
sweet calamus (Septuaging Rambam
on Kerithoth 1n; Seadia; Ibn 4
fanach), This is the sweetflag or fag- HQ
root, Acoras ¢olamus which grows in
Europe. It appears that a similar
species grew in the Holy Land, In the
Hula region I ancient  times
{Theophyasws, Histery of Plams gi7),
_ Other sources apparvently indicate
- that-it-was the lndian plant, Cympo-
fogan martini, which has the form of
. red. swaw-{Yed, Kley HoMikdash 1:15). Conna Cympopogan Hemp
©n the basis-of cognate pronunciation and Septuagint readings, some identify Keneh bosem with the Eng-
. Hish and Greek cannabis, the hemp plant.
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The Gemara finds difficulty with the Mishnah's premise that
the monay taken by & customs coBector is stolen:
}w;ﬂ.m ~ But how ean the money taken by eustores ecollectors be
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Aseording to this principls, the authority of & matoms collector,
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Jowish law, i . 7 — :
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‘ FROM HERE we derive THAT PEAMISSION 1S CIVEN TO A PHYSICIAN
TO HEAL B .
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The Rav 2] also told me that narcotics
such as morphine may be given io a pa-
tient who is terminally iil when this is
necessary to alleviate his pain, even if
there iz a possibility that this might has-
ten hig death, provided that the morphine

'is given only in order to allaviate his pain

and suffering and net with any ulterior
motive of shortening his life. If each dose
on its own will not certainly curtail his
Yife, then although many repeated doses
will do so, he should be treated. However
a patient for whom even a single dese will
exuse respiratory ayrest, may not receive
a single dose, éven if he is suffering ago-
nizing pain, unless he will be artificially
ventilated should he stop breathingB%
See also the Txifz Eliezer®™ and Rav Ne-
benzahl shlita’s comment,®2

I should point-out in this context that

- expert advice must be sought, from a spe-

cialist in treating pain, gt an early stage
in the treatment of painful disease, The
advice of a psychiatrigt must also be
sought for treating depression and other
peyehiatric conditions in these suffering
patiends.
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THE TIMES OF ISRAEL | www.timesofisrael.com

Holy smoke

Rabbi: Weed is kosher if
medicinal

If the drug is prescribed to relieve pain, that’s a ‘mitzvah,’ says Efraim
Zalmanovich

BY JTA AND AARON KALMAN | June 28, 2013, 5:28 pm |

ELAVIV — An Qrthodox rabhbi ruled that distriouting and smoking medicinal mariiuana is
T kosher, but using waed for fun is "forbidden.”

Efraim Zalmanovich, the rabbi of Mazkeret Batla, & town south of Tel Aviv, made the distinctionina
recent halakhic ruling, NRG, the news site of the Maarlv daily reporied on Friday. Leading rabbls
frequently weigh in on matters of recondiling halacha, or religicus Jewish law, with modem living.

Zaimanovich's ruling modifies an opinion by Rabbi Hagal Bar Gicra, head of kitchens, bakerles
factories catering and events at the lsragll chief rabbinate, who in March told Isragl's Magazin Canabis:
“If you smoke it, there is no problem whatsosver”

Zalmanovich, the author of a book on alcoholism in Judalsm, said: “Taking drugs to escape this world
in any excessive way Is certainly forbidden.”

However, if the diug s administered 1o relieve pain, then the person giving it is "performing a mitzvah,”
meaning a good deed commanded by faith, and the persen using the drug ks using it "in a Kosher
fashion.”

Some 11,000 lsraglis use medicinal mariuana, Including people with postiraumatic disorders and
Parkinson's disease, according to the israel health ministry.

Israels Health Ministry recently compieted drafting new guidalines regarding the prescription and use
of medical marjuana. Health Minister Yae! German last month fended off aritics who argued that the
ist of linesses for which patients could receive cannabis was "arbiirary and discrirminatory,” thus

isaving some some who really needed it out in the cold,

lsrael distibutes more medical marijuana than any European country, German said In a recent Knesset
measting.

Contrary to popular misconceptions, “lsrael distbutes nearly 880 pounds (4C0 Kiograms) of cannabis
per month,” she said. “The Netherlands in comparison only provides a small portion — 33C pounds
{150 kllograms) — per year”
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Let's start with compassion, which is one of our tradition's paramount virtues. Why? Because it is one of
God’s paramount virtues, as many of our holy texts can attest to. Compassion, in fact, is one of the first of
God's 13 Attributes of Mercy that is mentioned in the Torah (Exodus 34:6-7}, and that we recite in unison
three times on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

if a doctor is not compassionate, he's probably not worth his weight in tongue depressors. And his bedside
manner probably leaves something to be desired. But he still has a sacred obligation to heal, a requirement
that our Sages derived from various Torah passages, including "You shall love your neighbor as you love
yourself (Leviticus 19:18), "You shall not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor” (Leviticus 19:16) and
another one mandating the healing of someone injured in a quarrel (Exodus 21:18-19). Meanwhile, one of
our greatest thinkers -- the 12th and 13th century philosopher, Sage and, yes, physician Maimonides -- drew
a parallel between the binding obligation to return lost property (Deuteronomy 22:2) and an equally binding
obligation to restore lost health....

As a result, virtually any Jewish law -- and by extension most secular laws -- can be violated in order to save
a life or even prevent a potentially life-threatening situation from developing. For example, the otherwise
binding laws of Shabbos or kashrus must be overridden in the interests of preserving life. Likewise, Jewish
law would permit the distribution of an illegal drug, such as marijuana, when someone’s life is clearly at risk.

The efficacy of the drug would not necessarily be an issue. A substance’s "placebo” effect alone, according to
some opinions, might be beneficial enough to warrant its use in life-threatening situations. Marijuana
commonly is used to treat loss of appetite and weight related to AIDS; nausea resulting from chemotherapy;
and glaucoma, a condition which according to Jewish law can potentially endanger one’s life.

What about non-life threatening situations? Advocates of medicinal marijuana claim it is useful in treating a
wide array of debilitating but non-lethal maladies, ranging from chronic back pain to fibromyalgia to
migraine headaches. In theory, Judaism might also permit the use of medicinal marijuana in such cases -
provided no other effective remedy is available. It's difficult, however, to generalize; the specific facts of each
case would have to he analyzed carefully before a ruling was issued. Nevertheless, it's worth noting that the
halachic obligation to heal is not limited to saving lives, but extends to the alleviation of pain and suffering.

Elye New Hork Times

January 1, 2013

Studying Marijuana and Its Loftier Purpose
By ISABEL KERSHNER

SAFED, Israel — Among the rows of plants growing at a government-approved medical marijuana farm in the Galilee hills in
northern Israel, one strain is said to have the strongest psychoactive effect of any cannabis in the world. Another, rich in anti-
inflammatory properties, will not get you high at all. ‘

Marijuana is illegal in Israel, but farms like this one, at a secret location near the city of Safed, are at the cutting edge of the
debate on the legality, benefits and risks of medicinal cannabis. Its staff members wear white lab coats, its growing facilities are
fitted with state-of-the-art equipment for controlling light and humidity, and its grounds are protected by security cameras and
guards.

Page #6



Going to Pot? Judaism on Marijuana — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Boca Raton Synagogue

But in addition to the high-tech atmosphere, there is a spiritual one. The plantation, Israel’s largest and most established medical marijuana farm
-— and now a thriving commercial enterprise -— is imbued with a higher sense of purpose, reflected by the aura of Safed, an age-old center of
Jewish mysticism, as well as by its name, Tikkun Olam, a reference to the Jewish concept of repairing or healing the world.

There is an on-site synagogue in a fraifer, a sweet aroma of freshly harvested cannabis that infuses the atmosphere and, haifway up a wooded
hillside overlooking the farm, a blue-domed tomb of a rabbinic sage and his wife. In the United States, medical marijuana programs exist in 18
states but remain ilegal under federal law. In Israel, the law defines marijuana as an illegal and dangerous drug, and there is still no legislation
regulating its use for medicinal purposes,

Yet Isracl’s Minisiry of Health issues special licenses that allow thousands of patients to receive medical marijuana, and some povernment
officials are now promoting the couniry’s advances in the field as an example of its pioneering and innovation.

“I hope we will overcome the legal obstacles for Tikkun Olam and other companies,” Yuli Edelstein, the minister of public diplomacy and
diaspora affairs, told journalists during a recent government-sponsored iour of the farm, part of Israel’s effort to brand itself as something
beyond a conflict zone. In addition to helping the sick, he said, the effort “couid be helpful for explaining what we are about in this country.”

{sraelis have been at the vanguard of research into the medicinal properties of cannabis for decades. In the 1960s, Prof. Raphaei Mechoulam and
cannabis plant, tetrahydrocannabms'i:ma;':[“‘"}"ia.— Later, Professor Mechoulam deciphered the cannabinoids native to the brain, Ruth Gallily, a
professor emetita of immunology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, has studied another main constituent of cannabis — cannabidiol, or
CBD — considered a powerful anti-inflammatory and anti-anxiety agent.

When Zach Klein, a former filmmaker, made a documentary on medical marijuana that was broadcast on Israeli television in 2009, about 400
Israclis were licensed to receive the substance. Today, the number has risen to about 11,000, aMr. Klein became devoted to the subject and
went to work for Tikkun Olam in research and development. “Cannabis was used as medicine for centuries,” he said. “Now science is telling us
how it works.”

Israeli researchers say cannabis can be beneficial for a variety of illnesses and conditions, from helping cancer patients relieve pain and ease
loss of appetite to improving the quality of life for people with post-traumatic stress disorder and neuropsychological conditions, The nataral
ingredients in the plant, they say, can help with digestive function, infections and recovery afier a heart attack.

The marijuana harvest, from plants that can grow over six feet tall, is processed into bags of flowers and ready-rolled cigareties. There are also
cannabis-laced cakes, cookies, candy, gum, honey, ointments and oil drops. The strain known as Eran Almog, which has the highest
concentration of THC, is recommended for severe pain. Avidekel, a strain rich in CBD and with hardly any psychoactive ingredient, aliows
patients 10 benefit from the drug while being able to drive and to function at work.

Working with Hebrew University researchers, the farm has also developed a version in capsule form, which would make exporting the drug
more practical, should the law aliow it. Professor Mechoulam, now 82, said in an interview that he had been urging producers over the years to
grow cannabis with less THC and more CBD, something in which nonmedical marijuana growers had little interest. He said what Tikkun Olam
had done was not great science but “a very practical development.”

In Israel, he said, research in the field is “definitely a work in progress,” and he cautioned, “Science is not a 100-meters Olympie race; it is not
who is first on the line that is important.” The real advances, he said, are being made not on farms but in laboratories around the world,
inchuding in the United States and Europe. The professor, who collaborates with many teams abroad, said that chances were that in the next few
years well-defined mixtures of the compounds, refined into something more like a medical drug, would replace today’s medicinal marijuana.

In the meantime, he said, offering products with different levels of key ingredients, as Tikkun Olam does, “is going towards personalized
medicine.” Yet experts say that many medical professionals in: Israel remain skeptical and are reluctant to encourage patients to use marijuana,
be it because of conservatism or a lack of knowledge about its potential benefits. Obtaining a personal-use license from the Health Ministry for
a patient requires a special effort by dociors and can take more time than some patients have.

Yuval Tuby Zolotov, who works at Tikkun Olam’s small dispensary and instruction center in Tel Aviv, said that the license for his mother, who
died of cancer three years ago, was finally approved as the family sat shiva, the fraditional weeklong mourning period, after her death. Still,
there are stories of transformation. Of children whose pain dissolved with a cannabis candy. Or of the Hadarim retirement home at Kibbutz
Naan in central Israel, where one of the residents began taking marijuana several years ago and started a trend.

“A few years ago, we found we had lost the way,” said Inbal Sikorin, the chief nurse at Hadarim. “We had learned to prolong life, but without
quality.” The residents became part of a project, with Tikkun Olam, to test the broader use of marijuana, Ms. Sikorin said, As a result, she said,
the feeding tubes are gone and the residents are much less restless. “It was as if there were divine intervention,” she said. In a story the mystics
of Safed would appreciate, Ms. Sikorin related the case of a 97-year-old Holocaust survivor at the home whose hands and forearms had long
been frozen in an upward, twisted position. After taking medical cannabis, the nurse said, she joined a tai chi class.
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"in Egypt they eat [smoke?] cannabis and become high and those who do report that
it makes them very happy ... in other places they use cannabis to make clothing like

linen."
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IEEJERUSALEM POST

israel's besteeling English daly and most-read English websile

Is marijuana kosher for Pessah?
27/03/2007 |
Green Leaf Party warns its Ashkenazi members that hemp could contain kitniot.'

Every Sunday school student knows Pessah for its ban on food that rises, but a growing number of Jews are
asking whether the holiday also precludes them from getting high. Hemp has increasingly been spotted on the
list of kitniyot, or legumes, that Ashkenazi [ews abstain from eating during Pessah, according to several
influential rabbinical Web sites, including kashrut.com. But not everyone agrees that hemp qualifies for the ban,
and the debate has led many to question the definition of kitniyot. While hemp isn't a kitchen staple for most
people, hemp oil can be found in a number of hygiene products and in some alternative baked goods. But it's
hemp's more notorious cousin, commonly known as marijuana, that has set the sparks flying. As debate over the
kitniyot tradition has gathered steam among rabbinic circles, many are looking at hemp as a case in point of
why the practice of abstention needs to be reexamined. The ban on kitniyot during Pessah began because rabbis
were concerned that certain legumes would come into contact with the grains forbidden during the holiday.
Farmers often grew wheat and rice in adjacent fields, and families frequently stored all of their grains and
legumes in the same containers. The kitniyot tradition only applies to Jews of Ashkenazi descent, since
Sephardic Jewry never adopted the practice. Of the dozen rabbis whom The Jerusalem Post questioned on this
issue, none offered a conclusive statement about how hemp should be classified for Pessah. As Rabbi Daniel
Kohn of Bat Ayin explained, the issue ultimately boils down to an individual decision by each rabbi about
whether hemp seeds themselves could be considered edible. If a rabbi decides that the seeds are edible, then
hemp - and, by extension, marijuana - would not be considered permissible for Pessah. Israel's Green Leaf Party
("Aleh Yarok"} said it was not taking any chances. Following an inquiry by the Post, a spokeswoman for the
party said the group was sending out an e-mail to members warning them about hemp's possible kashrut
problems. "We are warning our people not to eat anything with hemp products if they follow the practice of
kitniyot on Pessah,” said party spokeswoman Michelle Levine. "We are considering announcing a ban on
everything containing hemp just to be on the safe side. We are going with the rabbis on this. People should
remove all cannabis and hemp from their homes." Levine said one of the party’s main arguments for cannabis
legalization was biblical references to it. "We would like to ask people... if it's listed as not kosher 'for Pessah,’
[doesn't] that mean it must be kosher the rest of the year?" said Levine. Hemp's tricky Pessah status has caused
the first marital rift for Daniel and Sarah, who recently moved to Jerusalem from Chicago. The newlyweds, who
asked not to use their last name, said they had just finished their Pessah cleaning when a friend asked them if he
could buy the rest of their marijuana. "We just had no idea what he meant. [t turns out he was buying it from a
lot of his observant friends so that they wouldn't have it in the house, [like] hametz," said Sarah. "We aren't
habitual users, but we certainly smoke in our house, and we really aren't sure what our pipe may have come in
contact with. It has caused a big crisis for us." In the end, the two decided to quietly get rid of the rest of their
!l marijuana (not by selling it to a friend, since it was kitniyot, and not hametz, they explained), and give their
home one more cleaning before the holiday. "There is no problem with hemp clothing, and of course, anything
that is taken for medicinal purposes would be fine," said Kohn. "Many would look at it like cottonseed oil. There
are a variety of opinions. If one considered it edible, then it is included in kitniyot." On Monday, the religious
court of the Shilo Institute issued a ruling that permits ail Jews to consume Kkitniyot during Pessah. Rabbi David
Bar-Hayim wrote the ruling, with Rabbis Yehoshua Buch and Chaim Wasserman co-signing. The move is seen as
a direct attack on the kitniyot tradition, as Bar-Hayim wrote that the current explanations for the custom were
"unconvincing.” "Kitniyot is no longer applicable. It's a tradition people keep going because they want to extend
a perimeter so far outside the actual law of Torah that they could not possibly violate the actual law,” said Dan
Sieradski, an editor at JewSchool.com who has been at work on a book on Jews and drugs for several years.
"Clearly, you can use hemp in food,"” he said. "You might mix it into brownies. You aren't going to make bread
out of it.”

4
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invalve physical contact with the desired woman.!® Some practices
include the use of “grasses,” which were possibly psychedelic drugs.12
In general, it is not difficult to understand why these practices were
widely condemned or at least discouraged by Kabbalists involved in
serious meditation and philosophical analysis,

“In early 2001, I came to Jerusalem,

just out of high school,

looking for an authentic religious tradition
for how to smoke marijuana :
rightly, helpfuily, more effectively

and more meaningfully, '

What I found additionally and instead

was a living culture, wrestling with the mystery

of how to incorporate the exctatic; and the

mystery of the causes for it's repression,

along with alot of brilliant guidance and terrible truths about the nature of religion, law,
idealism and drugs.”

Cannabis Chassidis: The Ancient and Emerging Torah of Drugs (A memoir) details the
question and it's exploration: How could it be that something as inkerent to modern fife as
Marijuana, something with a rich history of human usage, has no tradition in Terah, a
guidance system that I was raised to understand as encompassing everything good that one
should know? There are answers for what IS there in the tradition, rich allusions to herbs
and smokes used in different capacitities, and the more interesting answers and questions
are about what there isn't in the tradition, and why.

And along the way, the spectrum of an experience of living mystical subculture is explored,
and the romantic idealization and redemptive potential of both Psychedelia and Religion
are touched and felt deeply, in the context of outstanding communities and individuals who
have experienced the glories and the failures of hoth.

Join Yoseph Leib on his travels and studies throughout Jerusalem, New York, and
Rainbow Country U.S.A, in search of guidance about how Cannabis and psychedelics have
and have not been used in both ancient and emerging Hassidic traditions, and what the way
we have related to our desires for medicines, gods, and intoxicants can teach us about how
we relate to ourselves, our community, and our G-d. The glorious problem of how what we
can learn can set us free, in ali kinds of ways. :
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A related teaching:
1 w13 peinr i 7o ~ B! Yehoshua ben Levisaidi 3wy ey -
What is the meaning of that which is writtex: iy rdy,
v vigwhs — And ‘this is the Torah that Moses put (sam)
before the children of Israel?™ This alludes to the following
lesson: 13y — If one is deserving,™® owh oo 2 mipy) ~ [the
Torah] becomes a drug (sam ) of life to him.® 1y x> - Bub
if one is not deserving, 1w ng & oty — i becomes a drug
of death fo him./®
The Gemara corroborates this teaching:

N3 7 1w — And this is reflected by that which Rava said:
0807 K 1Y 124K ~ Where one uses [the Torah] skillfully, " it
is a drug of Iife, n% ypx X%1 — but where one uses it
unskillfully, xntoy xpp ~ it is a drug of death,

P

¢+ Our Sages of blessed memory have instructed us
ihat man was created for [the sole purpose of] revel-  OINIE N1 ,ﬂ;"};‘? Byt RN Wi N2 T

4he Divi , this being the ultimate joy and
et o phvasuses i istence, And fhe true D72 BRI 733 ST i) ) U
ace for this pleasure is the world-to-come, whichh 3 ,N@ﬁ'ﬂ‘?i}ﬂj N SR3 n ps oipm .R;’@':‘_’i’?

was created with this purpi)sé in ovin.. ) M -;;-!‘-; FIINET MNa N0 Rt
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