Off the Derech:
Relating to a Child Who has Chosen Another Path

Avraham and Yishmoel as a Case Study

OECEMBER 2, 2073

%
2
W
3
x
g

&

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg S

£ BOCARATON ¢
‘Boca Raton Synagogue Z SYNAGOGUE 3

30™ ANNIVERSARY

Bl
-
/
N ONLIVEETHD







Off the Derech: A Case Study in How to React — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
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7 Now these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived: a hundred years,
seventy years, and five years. ® And Abraham expired and died at a good old age, mature

and content, and he was gathered to his people. ¢ His sons Isaac and I[shmael buried him in the
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre. 1° The field
that Abraham had bought from the children of Heth, there Abraham was buried, and Sarah his
wife. '' And it was after the death of Abraham that God blessed Isaac his son, and Isaac settled
near Beer-lahai-roi.

9. HXyPYM PU¥’ — ISAACAND ISHMAEL. 1x3% — From here we see n3wn Sxypy» npyy — that
Ishmael repented, 'y poy? nx 1M — and let Isaac walk ahead of him, out of respect, even
though Ishmael was the older.! 1310 v, xvm) — This is the “good old age”  DI3¥3 MIBKIY
which was said about Abraham in the preceding verse. I

HIM.

9. 133 YRYRYY PRY? INIX 113" - HIS SONS ISAAC AND ISHMAEL BURIED .
[Ramban explains why Isaac is mentioned here before his older brother Ishmael (see Rashi):]

137 YRS T ~ The following is a quote from Bereishis Rabbah (62:3):

Ty 13 Ty PN MmN 13 1KY - “Here the son of the maidservant shows respect toward the

son of the mistress.”’
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— Rabbi Efrem Goldber

Off the Derech: A Case Study in How to React
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