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Rabbi [, Ex-yeshiva Teacher, Admits
Sexually Assaulting NJ Boy

By KATIE ZEZIMA 05/13/13 06:10 PM ET EDT s

TOMS RIVER, NJJ. -- With other accusers stepping forward, a former yeshiva teacher changed pleas Monday in the middle of his trial, admitting he
sexually abused a boy he met while working as a camp counselor.

Rabbi —, 36, shifted uncomfortably on the stand as he pleaded guilty to aggravated sexual assault, attempted aggravated sex assault,
sexual assault and child endangerment. The abuse occurred from August 2008 to February 2009. It ranged from fondling to oral sex and stopped
when the boy told his father, who confronted JER.

The change in plea came after the prosecutor's office was contacted Friday by a representative for a woman who said she had been a victim of [
and a man who said he had a victim, Senior Assistant Prosecutor Laura Pierro said. The case may be a watershed for the prosecutor's office and the
Orthodox Jewish community in Lakewood, which has in the past been reluctant to bring criminal matters to civil authorities, preferring instead to
handle them through rabbinical courts and senior rabbis.

"I'm hoping that it's going to open the doors" to others in the community cooperating with authorities, Pierro said in an interview after the plea. "We
broke ground with this case."

Prosecutors said they would not pursue the other two cases. [ bail was revoked, and he was ordered to undergo psychiatric evaluation before
sentencing. His attorney, Michael Bachner, said - was "extremely remorseful," apologizes to the victim and hopes after treatment "to return to
society as a benefit to it."

The plea came after only three of the prosecution's eight witnesses testified. The senior rabbi the father approached was due to testify, as were other
members of the insular community who were expected to shed light on internal workings of Lakewood's Orthodox population and how such
allegations were handled inside it.

When Judge Francis R. Hodgson asked [ if he had rcceived any promises or was threatened or coerced in exchange for his plea, -
answered softly that there were things that were "not part of the court system." Bachner would not comment on -'s statement.

The victim's father had initially wanted the case handled within Lakewood's Orthodox community, asking a senior rabbi to help ensure that -
stay away from children and go to therapy. In mid-2009, the father decided to take the case to authorities.

The Associated Press generally does not identify accusers in sex-crime cases and is not naming the father to protect the son's identity. Testifying last
week, the father said he went to prosecutors because he felt the case was not being handled appropriately. was still.teaching and planning to
work at the summer camp where he met the boy. "I was more concerned that he was still at his jobs," the father said Thursday. "And I felt that
children are being endangered." The father acknowledged itis not common for members of the Orthodox community to take cases like this to law
enforcement.

Prosecutors had said the boy's family was ostracized by the community for pursuing the case in state court. The boy's father, a prominent rabbi, lost
his job and the family moved to Michigan.

"There certainly were members of the community who remain outspoken against what the father did on behalf of his son," Pierro said. "I can tell you
that there are many more whom are perhaps silently or not as openly are swelled with pride that he took this rather historic step."

The boy, who was 11 and 12 when the abuse took place, testified last week, describing a series of encounters with the rabbi, including molestation
and oral sex. The boy, now 16, said he was uncomfortable but wanted to remain close to [fBRR because they were friends and the boy had no other
companions in school. Pierro commended the boy's and his father's bravery.

-Ocean County Prosecutor Joseph Coronato said that in "securing justice for the victim," prosecutors "have proven our ability to successfully
intercede on their community's behalf, affording them the same protections under the law we so tirelessly apply to all Ocean County's citizens."

"We will make every effort to assure this is a major step toward a continuing relationship with Ocean County's religious communities," he said.
- faced a maximum penalty of 50 years in prison and a $650,000 fine, but the judge said he will likely cap one count at 15 years and run
sentences on any other counts concurrently.
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raco! [RRRERN's LETTER TO THE RESIDENTS OF LAKEWOOD

My ears should have been spared hearing the horrific news that one of your fellow residents in town
informed upon a fellow Jew to the hands of the secular authorities, may god spare us, for which the
[lewish] law is undisputed that one who commits such an act has no share in the world to come, {se¢:
Choshen Mishpat 388:4)

After conducting a thorough investigation | am absolutely certain that R' -msy }}ig V!fght
shine, is perfectly innacent of any wrongdoing of any nature whatsoever. And not only is he innocent |
but it is also as clear to me that all these allegations are fabrications made by [REDACTED].

Further, all the reports made to the secular authorities were only for the express purpose of casting
blame for their [the victim's family] own shameful and cursed existence on others. And the truth.is that
the allegations they make against others are crimes they themselves are in fact guilty of and they seek
to cleanse their reputation by blaming an innocent man for their own deeds,

Accordingly, as itis a great mitzvah to rescue the pursued from the hands of the pursuer and to make it
known that the righteous man is right and the evil man is evil-to rescue a pure and righteous soul.
Therefore, anyone who has the ability to rescue the righteous and does not do so is considered as if he
is himself the pursuer, (See: Rambam - laws regarding informing 1: 14)

Thus, all who have the ability to influence the informers that they should retract their terrible deeds
should do so.
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Elul, 5770 {August, 2010)
PROCLAMATION

it is clear that no one in the world has the authority to establish gullt on-anyone without both [the
accuser and accused] coming to an accepted bais din for the matter to be heard amongst "brothers.” if
one does this [establishes guilt without a determination of a bais din] even if he is "as tall as a cedar
tree" {a great scholar] he has made an absolute error. And more so he [the accuser] may not take any
damaging-action against the accused and even more so may not bring any accusation to the secular
authorities. Such actions [reporting made to the secular authorities] are elucidated in [Shulchan Aruch -
Jewish code of law compiled in the 16" century] Choshen Mishpat chapter 388 [which discusses the
penalties for “mesira” reporting to the secular authorities]. And there can be no [Jewish law] lawful and
righteous means [to report to the secular authorities] other than to first show that one has in their
possession a clear detailed ruling in writing from an expert bais din that includes specifics of the matter.
And if one violates this ruling and commits the deed of reporting to the secular authorities it is
incumbent upon him to rectify this misdeed and do éverything possible to clear the accused of any trace
of allegations with the secular authorities. And it does not need to be said that it is prohjbited to assist
and participate with them [the secular authorities] in their efforts to persecute a Jew,

Dayan - Rosh Yeshivo
Rosh Kolle! of | e Rabbi of Cong‘-
Rosh Chabura ~ G Dayon -

Rabbi - COngregation_ Rabbi - Congregation

Rabbi — Congregation _
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Charge: Seattle grade school teacher molested
girls in front of class

Private religious school teacher charged with 4 counts of child molestation
By LEVI PULKKINEN, STAFF
Updated 12:58 pm, Friday, May 10,2013

A Seattle grade school teacher accused of sexually assaulting two girls in front of other students has been charged
with child molestation.

Torah Day School teacher _ was teaching first- and second-graders at the private religious school in
South Seattle late last month when he is alleged to have groped the girls. Murray has since been fired.

Known to students as Rabbi _, the father of three is alleged to have groped girl students after lifting
them onto his lap.

Writing the court, King County Senior Deputy Prosecutor Carol Spoor noted - recently arrived in Washington.
icould face a 25-year minimum term in prison if convicted as charged.

“The defendant is a clear danger to children given the circumstances of this crime,” Spoor told the court. “He abused
his position of trust as a first and second-grade teacher, secretly molesting these girls in class in front of others.”

Seattle police responded to the South Ferdinand Street school after they were notified of the allegations on April 23.

Speaking with investigators, a 6-year-old girl said - put her on his lap and shoved his hands down her pants
while he was seated behind his desk, Seattle Detective Michael Moore told the court. The girl had approached
to show him her school work.

As he did so, - stared at the girls school work as though he was reading it, Moore continued. The detective
added that the rest of the first-grade class was unaware ﬁ was groping the child. Moore went on to claim

molested the girl behind his desk on several other occasions. The girl’s family notified authorities after she
reported the apparent abuse.

A 7-year-old girl made similar allegations againsr, claiming he molested her several times in recent weeks,
Moore continued. Like the other girl, she said molested her behind his desk in the classroom. A third girl said

often hugged her and lifted her onto his lap at his desk at his desk. He is not alleged to have molested that girl,
though investigators suggest he touched the girl over her clothing.

- declined to speak with investigators, according to charging papers. Investigators note - is not actually
an ordained rabbi; students at the school called him by that title out of respect. He has no criminal history.

- has been charged with four counts of first-degree child molestation. He was briefly jailed on May 3 but was
released after posting bond on $100,000 bail.
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Teaneck Rabbi Accused of Sexually Abusing
Two Boys

A 63-year-old Teaneck Rabbi is accused of sexually abusing two 13-year-old boys from Israel who were staying with
him as part of a scholarship program, authorities said Tuesday.

B, who is married, met the boys through the Scholarship Fund for the Advancement of Children in Israel,
which he partly sponsors, Bergen County Prosecutor John L. Molinelli said in a statement. The program brings
children from Israel to stay in the United States over the summers.

Molinelli said the two boys separately reported the sexual abuse to Israeli police, who notified the FBI, which
contacted authorities in Teaneck and Bergen County. One boy reported the abuse took place during a visit in the
summer of 2009 and the other told police he was abused in summer 2010, prosecutors said.

While staying at his Lindbergh Boulevard home, the boys told police - “touched them in a sexual manner,”
Molinelli said in the statement. According to a July 2010 article in the Jewish Standard, - started the scholarship
program to help children in Israel. He organized bar mitzvahs at area synagogues for disadvantaged Israeli children,
the report said.

- is a teacher at Congregation Beth Abraham in Tarrytown N.Y ., according to an updated statement from the
prosecutor's office. An earlier statement e-mailed to media by the prosecutor's office said - was employed as a
teacher at Congregation Beth Aaron in Teaneck, however, Rabbi — emphatically denied that
was ever formally employed at the congregation.

"Rabbi has never been employed by the synagogue nor has he ever been associated with the shul in any official
capacit said in a phone interview Tuesday. When reached for comment Tuesday night, Molinelli first
said told authorities he worked part-time at Beth Aaron for 12-years teaching Hebrew and Israeli studies on
Sundays and Mondays. However, a copy of the media statement posted on the prosecutor's office website was updated

late Tuesday to list as working at Beth Abraham. It was not clear if would remain employed.

Rabbi _, of Beth Abraham, confirmed - was a teacher at the congregation but declined to comment on
the allegations. "I actually have no idea what his employment status is," - said, noting the school year had not
started yet.

Rabbi . 'ho has worked with Rivlin, defended his former colleague and said there should not be a rush
to judgment. "I don't believe the allegations," [ said. "The matter has to be properly dealt with."

No one answered the door at -'s home Tuesday night and neighbors said they didn't see him much. - was
arrested Tuesday by Teaneck and Bergen County investigators. He is charged with two counts of aggravated criminal
sexual contact and two counts of endangering the welfare of a child, prosecutors said.

He was held at the Bergen County Jail on $175,000 bail with no ten percent option, officials said. He was also ordered
not to have any contact with the alleged victims or anyone under 18.

Molinelli said investigators were working to determine if other children could have been victimized.
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I Was Accused; It Could Happen To You

By Doniel G. (Matzav.com)
April 11,2013

Imagine if you were falsely accused... of being a child molester.
Scary and chilling, isn’t it? Something you think could never happen to you.

Only a real child molester, someone who actually abuses a child, can be nailed for it. It’s inconceivable that a totally
innocent person, who never touched a child in his life could be falsely accused. Right?

Wrong.

That’s what I used to think. Until my life plummeted into an utter and complete nightmare, a nightmare that dragged out
half a year, and could have been much longer, if Hashem hadn’t intervened.

My name is Daniel. And [ am going to give you the synopsis of what happened to me.

But I want to start out with the horrifying fact of how the entire community, save for my family and my closest friends,
turned against me in the blink of an eye. ‘

In a fleeting moment, in people’s eyes I was no longer a Jew, let alone a human being — I was regarded as a monster,
an out-of-control filthy, dangerous beast capable of snatching little children and abusing them.... All for an accusation,
made by one individual, of a crime I did not do.

You cannot know what it’s like unless it chas v’shalom happened to you.

Look, I understand how it is. [ understand there are evil people out there, child molesters, who need to be caught and
punished. I understand the pain of the victim of a child molester; I know victims of molestation, I even have relatives
who are survivors. I understand how crucially important it is to catch them and punish them — to the full extent of the
law. I understand that most of them deny it, saying they didn’t do it.

But what are you supposed to do when you’ve been falsely accused — you’ve never committed such an act in your life
— because of motzei shem rah, heinous slander that spreads like rapid fire across an entire community, based on the
word of one person? Confess to a crime you did not commit?

This is just an article... but my story is long enough that it could fill a book. And my story isn’t really over. Hashem
rescued me from this evil false accusation... and now I need to reclaim my good name....

I was brought up to believe — and of course I still do — that doing acts of kindness for people is of vital importance;
and also one of the important things stressed by the Rebbe that needs to be done in this generation, in order to bring the
Geulah,

What I never thought was that doing acts of kindness could be used completely against me.

I used to work in education, with children and teens with special needs. I had two students, of whom I became friends
with the family. They were a lower socioeconomical family, and the parents were rather burdened, most of their
children having various degrees of autism. I did a lot of things to help them out, even volunteering my own time to work
with the two boys, both of whom had a minor degree of autism. At the time that I first started teaching them, it was in a
special ed school that was below their learning level. I helped both of them to transfer to better schools. The older boy,
of whom I taught the most, I arranged for him a bar-mitzvah, and even helped out with getting him tefillin.
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I was close with the family for around four years, and helped them in many different ways. But, a burden I had in doing
so was the fact that the mother came to develop a sort of psychological dependence on me. She liked to call me up on
the phone, and tell me about all her problems. I would do my best to help her out, giving her advice and empathy. Well,
mostly empathy; generally advice was not something she really needed. She just needed a listening ear.

Towards the last summer, I became very busy with an assortment of different projects. Among them was finally
bringing to fruition a lifelong ambition I had to start my own series of adventure novels for frum kids. At this point I
was no longer working with either of the two boys. Around this time they were fifteen and thirteen.

But the calls from the mother continued to persist. I was coming to feel between a rock and a hard spot; I had helped the
family in so many different ways... and after four years of taking long times out to speak on the phone with the mother
and give her a listening ear, I was starting to feel burned out. I gave her hints here and there that I no longer had the time
for such long conversations, but she persisted... maybe there was no one else who would listen to her. As a matter of
fact, there was no one else.

It was one day that I took the plunge... and I told her, bluntly and honestly, that I was overburdened with my schedule
lately; I would no longer have time for these conversations. But I had texting, and so did she — and texting, I could
manage. If she wanted to text back and forth, I could still do that,

She totally freaked. From that day on, we were bitter enemies. It was as if everything I had ever done for her and her
family meant nothing anymore. As a matter of fact, that was the case. I started to hear rumors that she was spreading
false slander about me; telling people about how all her problems were my fault, her kids were misbehaving and it was
all my fault, etc. etc.

I started to get fed up, and sent the mother an angry text to cut it out with this malicious slander, accusing her of being a
kufoi tov, who has no appreciation for the good things people do for her. I told her that anyone could see that her family
wasn’t functioning properly; just like she was slandering me, I could also slander her, I told her; child welfare would be
very interested in her family.

Okay, that was a big mistake on my part. But I never really meant to do that; I was just so ticked off that I needed
something to tell her to get her to shut up and stop it with the slander. A month later, I was suddenly fired from my job;
I was told that I had been accused of being a child molester — and police were contacted. I cannot describe the feeling
of horror of that moment. You know the expression, “chills going down your spine?” Perhaps this is the first time I
actually felt that.

How could I be accused of being a child molester? I had never touched a child in my life! I did some investigation, and
found out, to my utter shock, that my best student — the older brother, who I had helped and taught the most, had made
this accusation against me.

Doing further investigation, I found out that a detective of the special victims unit was “working” on this case. I tried
desperately over the next few days to reach the detective and tell her the real story. But I wasn’t able to get through to
her. Then, finally, two detectives arrived at my house. They were very friendly, and asked me to just come to the
precinct with them, and they would ask me a few questions. I was so relieved; finally I could tell them the real story.

They took me to the precinct, and I was brought into a room to be interviewed. I immediately waived my right to remain
silent. Why should I remain silent? I was innocent. I hadn’t done anything. I was just going to tell the truth.

I told the detective the story at length, how this was was a false accusation, and it must have had something to do with
the mother hating me. When I was finished, so was she. She told me that she was disappointed; she was hoping to hear

some sort of confession from me. I told her there was nothing for me to confess; I didn’t do anything. She told me that
she has no choice but to have me appear before a judge — but not to worry, she told me; all that would happen would be
that the judge would issue an order of restraint — that I shouldn’t have any contact with the family.

I was put in handcuffs and taken to another precinct, and was taken through the whole nine yards: Fingerprinting, mug
shot, etc.
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I was put in handcuffs and taken to another precinct, and was taken through the whole nine yards: Fingerprinting, mug
shot, etc.

Never, ever, ever had I imagined in my life that this kind of thing would ever happen to me.

I ended up spending about forty-eight hours locked up, with no kosher food. So I only drank water. I had to sleep on the
floor. When I was finally brought before the judge, the long list of charges against me was read. They were quite
graphic; that’s all I'm going to say. Where in the world did the boy even know about this stuff from? I was sentenced to
Ryker’s Island with bail set at twenty thousand dollars.

This was over labor day weekend. My parents came and bailed me out. But now I had a court case looming before me.
At this point in time, I was on a shidduch with a really nice girl, and it was coming along really good. But when I told
her what happened to me, I was dropped like a hot potato.

I tried to console myself with the fact that even though this false accusation was a bitter and miserable thing to have to
go through, at least the whole world didn’t have to know about it, right? Wrong. Ireceived a visit at my house from the
guy who runs Crown Heights Watch. Until then I had actually approved of his website; it never occurred to me that they
put up names and pictures of people who haven’t been proven guilty. I never imagined they would put me on — I hadn’t
been proven guilty!

Using foul language, he demanded of me to confess that I had committed the crime — if I would confess, he said, he
would “get me help.” If not, I would be posted on his website. I told him that if he already thought I was guilty, then we
had nothing more to discuss. He was most indignant.

Soon afterwards, there I was, up on Crown Heights Watch. This was the night before Rosh Hashanah. Would people in
the community believe it? Well, as I subsequently found out, the whole community found out about it instantly. I don’t
think I need to go on about how I was shamed and humiliated publicly after this, including getting thrown out of the
shul where I davened on Shabbos for the past three years.

I was in college at this time, going for a degree in psychology, but I had to drop out. I had no way to pay for college
now, without a job. I ended up moving out of of the state, to where my parents live. I had many meetings with my
lawyer, who told me about the long, difficult journey I had ahead of me to prove my innocence.

Many people who I thought were my friends, they dropped me. But my true friends remained true friends. I had a long
time to reflect on the awful truth about our justice system. To accuse someone of this kind of crime, you need no
evidence, no proof. Anyone under twenty-one can go and make an allegation, and just by his word, you can be arrested,
and your life destroyed.

You would think that this heinous accusation against me would be enough — but the family chose not to stop there. I
had to keep schlepping back to Brooklyn for various court cases — where I was being falsely accused of trying to make
contact with the family. I wondered when I would ever get out of this. When would Hashem save me from this? And
how?

And then, it happened: It was about two months ago, that the boy met up with an assistant DA, to make more claims
about me that I was trying to contact him. The boy was asked how was I trying to contact him. Did he have a phone? He
told the ADA that I was calling his mother’s phone. So how was he getting the calls? [ was leaving messages, he said.
And his mother hadn’t heard them? He had his own special password....

Finally, he broke down, and confessed to the ADA that he had made up the entire story. I had never done any of this
stuff to him.
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Finally, he broke down, and confessed to the ADA that he had made up the entire story. I had never done any of this
stuff to him. As it turned down, the boy had been molested — but not by me. And he himself was caught in the act of
molesting young boys. He was sent to see a psychologist. Being in a tight spot, and having been hearing from his
mother her constant hateful ranting and raving about me, he told the psychologist that he had been molested — by me.
The psychologist then went on to ask him a lot of leading questions, and the boy rambled on about all the “details” of
the molestation. He was brought in to the police precinct to be interviewed by the detective, too. The psychologist,
however, found holes in the story; she did not deem the boy’s allegations as reliable, and wrote that down in her report.
I guess the detective chose to ignore that.

It took another two months for my case to be officially dismissed. There were delays. It wasn’t among Charles Hynes,
the DA of Brooklyn’s top priorities to let go so quickly of a case like this of an Orthodox Jew accused of a crime of this
nature. But since I was innocent, they had to dismiss it, needless to say.

On erev Pesach, my case was dismissed. The court ruled that the slanderous website had to remove the posts about me,
and they did. On the Holiday of Freedom, I was finally free, after half a year of going through the inferno. Baruch
Hashem! Still, however... my reputation, my good name, is completely shot. In the last week, I've found out that
people who thought I was guilty before still think I’m guilty. They’re not willing to let go of the slander they’ve heard
about me,

The court ruled for Crown Heights Watch to put up an apology post. But their “apology” left a lot to be desired. They
even started out reporting that I was arrested, just that my case was dismissed afterwards. Motzei shem rah.... It’s like
how a fire gets started. All it takes is one small spark of fire to start a blazing fire, that can burn down an entire forest. 1
never, ever committed a crime like this against a child in my life, let alone dreamed of it. Because of the negligence and
bias of the people who work in this system, who ask leading questions to children with special needs and practically put
words in their mouths, this whole catastrophe happened to me. But of course, it didn’t really start there. It all started
because of sinas chinam, because of suspecting innocent people of things they didn’t do with absolutely no basis to
believe it. Because of evil slander and motzei shem rah.

I don’t think I'm every working at chinuch again. What is the difference between me, and other educators... teachers,
counselors, who are trusted to work with children, their reputations unharmed and untainted? It’s like the difference
between a healthy person, and a burn victim, who is forever scarred. The difference between them is that he was set on
fire, and he wasn’t.

But why was I set on fire? Was I wrong to go out of my way to help children and families? In the end, it was all used
against me, to accuse me of a crime I did not commit. I should be happy and joyous right now, that Hashem made for
me a huge miracle, and I really am trying to be; I was proven completely innocent — my case did not even have to go
to trial. But I forever fear motzei shem rah, and its devastating consequences. It’s a horrible plague, and epidemic, a
witch hunt. ’

People have told me all kinds of things to justify this: “Well, it's to keep children safe.” “Better that nine innocent
people should be locked up, than one child molester walk free.” Believe me, motzei shem rah is not I’shem shomayim.
I assure you, accusing an innocent person of a crime he did not commit does not keep children safe.

And if you have any doubts in your mind, ask yourself, what if you, or someone close to you got falsely accused? What
if one of your own children got falsely accused? You might think that could never happen. I sure never thought such a
thing could happen to me,

But it did.

It happened to me, and chas v’shalom it could happen to you. The most horrible thing in the world, is standing before
someone who accuses you of doing something you didn’t do, and no matter how much you tell him you’re innocent, he
doesn’t believe you. It’s a horrible, searing pain that burns through and through. These people have no pure intentions.
They just want to feel powerful, and destroy others.It’s always been that way, throughout history — evil people gaining
power through slick propaganda, claiming to be for a noble cause, claiming that the destruction of innocent lives is for
the greater good.

And now, it’s happening among us frum Jews. Ad mosai?
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2 fgemmd Gittinza

YK b KW T My nYw — Mar Ukva sent a question to R!
Elazav: 9y nvpivy o8 3 — There are these people who
attack me,® nvabub oyonb ¥ — and Thave it within my
power to hand them over to the authorities; ym — whatis
[the law]?®
_ R’ Elazar replies:
L . ‘ wly 1ny) bW — He scoved lines on a paper and wrote the
4. Swfc(m' - following verse in reply to [Mar Ukval: %977 YUl Mg,
o . vy 9w 193 B WY YaYE ww xtugy — I said, “Tuwill
guard my ways from sinning with my tongue; I will guard iy
mouth with o muzze even while the wicked one [stands]
before me”'®  v3ayy yww 9 by i — This means that even

00NN NOM2

J1ARR vA3 ywn ‘7;1 ATIPND ’i'Tn 55 *n'!,‘]"'(ﬂ‘?}gl?] though a wicked one is fighting against me,  my npYX

1m0 ,:]nj‘";? ”'1”79 *-:]-,13“:,1,,{ 5:1” m;g;; B gv\:l:: (i)tz)?llglzmymouth with a-muzzie, ‘
IRX Th:} ks iy plyiakl Y50) DDt awnt apyn mh b — [(Mar Ukva] sent to [R! Elazarl: - x3w 72 viyyn kg —
i s i Bat they torment me greatly, 13 mpiy k3w Xy~ and I

v thim)at ) B Yy

AT Y ‘:‘!:D“ D’Q?N I, mm am not able to withstand their attacks,®
AUAINS| HEKENILD R’ Blazar replies:

D’;’W‘?)@‘Zl And for slanderers* let there be o hope; and may all mh nhw ~ He sent to [Mar Ukval b bYonnm Y wer,
*T 77 ickedness perish in an instant; and may all Your - The verse states: Wait silently for [the salvation of]
enemies* be cut down speedily. May You speedily uproot, smash, cast Hase, and long for Him." This can be interpreted to
down, and humble the wanton sinners — speedily in our days. Blossed ~ meant 'n2 o — Seek HasnEM with the vedness of the

are You, HASHEM, Who breaks enemies and humbles wanton sinners. sunl0 - mogy u."?lm 7 By ) ~ and Ho will fell them
for you corpse upon corpse,iitt n’;‘; 1?;1"?8 29y DD

wypm — Avrive early to the study hall and leave late on
account of them, e %79 11 — and they will disappear
on their own,
The Gemara reports the outcome of this incident:

K ' b RY) 1373 — No sooner had the words left R
Elaza's mouth, =92 xamy? supy — than [the authori-
ties] came and placed Geniva [Mar Ukva’s adversary] in chains
without Mar Ukva having done anything!'
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Note: As is widely known, in times of old in places far away, no person had any assurance in the safety of his
life or money because of the pirates and bandits, even if they took upon themselves the form of government. It
is known that this is true nowadays in some places in Africa where the government itself is grounded in theft
and robbery. One should remind people of the kingdoms in Europe and particularly our ruler the Czar and his

-predecessors, and the kings of England, who spread their influence over many lands in order that people
should have confidence in the security of their body and money. The wealthy do not have to hide themselves
so that others will not loot or kill them. On all of this [the presence of looting and killing} hinges the rules
of informing [moser] and slandering [malshin] in the talmud and later authorities, as I will explain
infra: These rules apply only to one who informs on another to bandits and so endangers that person's
money and life, as these bandits chase after the person's body and money, and thus one may use
deadly force to save oneself.
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11, {Igros‘ Moshe
R. ‘Moshe Feinstein

(1895-1986)
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In the matter of one who wants to be an
auditor for the government such that on
occasion one will encounter the tax returns of
one who has cheated, and he will detect the
fraud, [and will thus report it to his superiors]
and will be like one who informs the
government, and they will punish this person
more than he is liable according to Jewish law.
It seems logical to me that since anyone who
examines tax returns will encounter the fraud,
and even if this person declines the job, others
will take the job and discover the fraud, one
sees from this that the one who commits the
fraud suffers no loss whether this person takes
the job or not and another is there, and thus
the one who cheats loses nothing whether or
not this person takes the job and without a loss
there is no prohibition.
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. 12, Q’groﬁ Moshe
R Moshe Feinstein

(1895-1986)

ROwD PR Y KMok yunh wmie mwn Ywmb
W YU WERRD Yar YRvpr v vy opr
Jp nywarh o wwwmnb

WO OWR W ahnmw Ty mu ph
Tonbn Yowb WWm omar b Yaa oA
P OARE RO XY DT Dvws Bvsy

P x i
BRI WD

I received your letter with regard to an evil doer
who came into a kosher factory and forged the
kosher symbol, placed it on non-kosher items,
which he sold to Jews as kosher. The question is
can one inform on him to the secular authorities
who will judge him severely with either a fine or
prison, or must the rabbis judge him according to
Jewish law? In my opinion, even though his sin is
great, and he shows no repentance, nonetheless
so long as we cannot say that the Jewish judges
cannot judge him, one may not turn the matter
over to the secular authorities.... In addition,
since it is certain that the secular authorities will
adjudicate the matter through incarceration or a
fine inconsistent with Jewish law, one must be
fearful of the prohibition of informing, as it is
prohibited to inform on a Jew to the secular
authorities, whether through danger to his body
or his money, even if he be a sinner.
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R. Moshe Feinstein
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It is prohibited for us to inform on a person for a matter where the punishment is
unfounded in Jewish law. In Jewish law, theft is resolved through restitution as
measured by an expert, and secular law punishes through imprisonment, unfounded

in Jewish law.
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14, Shevet Q{diﬂevi (2:58)
‘R. Shmuel Vozner
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In the matter of one who works in the tax offices, and when he sees
one who defrauds the government he has to report him to the
courts. That person wants to know if he is in the status of an
informer or "the law of the land is the law [and is thus proper]."

Itis clear that according to the halacha, taxes -- without dispute or
controversy -- are covered by the obligation to obey the law of the
land....

On the question of informing to the government, it is clear from the
incident discussed in Bava Metzia 83b with Rabbi Eleizer who
informed upon a person to the government, that this conduct was
permitted because of loyalty to the government; even though they
said to him "how long will you hand over God's nation to be killed?"
that is because this matter relates to the danger to the life of a Jew.
So too, that which Elijah recounts to Rabbi Yishmael [that he should
cease informing] is applicable, but the technical halacha appears
that this matter has a benefit to the government....53 See also Rama
[Choshen Mishpat] 388:11 who notes that if one wishes to flee to
avoid paying a gentile what he actually owes him, and another
reveals this information, the latter person lacks the status of an
informer. Even though that Rama concludes "nonetheless, bad was
done, as it is analogous to returning the a lost object to a pagan,”
that is limited to returning the lost object to an individual pagan.
However, that which is relevant to the government and its
designee, there is no sin [either of informing or returning lost
objects improperly]. Nonetheless, ab initio it is better not to accept
an appointment to engage in such activity, since it entails informing
on one even in a permissible way, which is not the conduct of the
righteous, as is noted in the Jerusalem Talmud Teruma 8:4....
Furthermore this case is not analogous to other cases as those cases
involve danger to life when the gentiles are informed; this case is
different because punishment imposed on the violator nowadays
never involves mortal danger.
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(A) forbidden to hand over a Jew.
The “battered child” or “abused child”
syndrome describes a baby or child who is
brought into the hospital with multiple
injuries, for example, broken bones or
skull, internal bleeding, severe electrical
or hot-water burns and the like, which
must have been caused deliberately and
cruelly by one or both of his parents. It is
obvious that such a child cannot be re-
turned to his home after he has been trea-
ted and recovered since the next time his
beatings and other forms of abuse may
result in his death. Such a syndrome may
also take the form of repeated sexual at-
tacks, for example, by the father or broth-
er to a young child (male or female), After
treatment, the law demands that the doc-
tor inform the courts (or other official
body) and the child is then transferred, by
court order, to foster parents or to an in-
stitution, Unfortunately, the syndrome is
notrare but may easily be missed because
it is not suspected by the doctor or be-
cause of inadequate history taking and
physical examination,!

Since we are dealing with a real situa-

tion of danger to the child’s life (physically
and/or mentally and psychologically)
there can be no question that the doctor is
halachically permitted and obligated to
inform the appropriate authorities, And,
even if there is no choice but to remove the
child to a non-religious family or institu-
tion, this would be permitted. However,
Beit Din must do everything in their
power to see that the child is placed with
a religious family or institution and, par-
ticularly in the Diaspora, Beit Din must
make sure that the child is not placed in a
non-Jewish home or institution. Rav
Auerbach 2"l agreed with this,

Rav Eliashiv shlita told me that the doc-
tor may inform the authorities even if
there is a possibility, in the Diaspora,
that the child may be placed with a non-
Jewish family or institution. However,
the doctor is then required to do every-
thing in his power to see to it that the
child is transferred to a Jewish family or
institution,

Rav Waldenberg shlita® wrote to me
that if there is good reason to believe that
the parents will almost certainly abuse
the child again and perhaps cause his

WY UONTS IR Y DMy

23




Myth or Fact: Informing on Another Jew - Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Shavuos 2013/5773

(g7 TOPI0 PUE ME[
Jo Arpumoo e ur erodser(] 9 Ul 1o [9RIS]
ur suaddey ST ISYJOUM S0USIINIP OU 1
91Y} PUY ppy SSIDL YITLLY UDHOINYS ST SE

JySned ‘Sury oY) Jo 90TAISS 9y Ul ‘UoW
-[§ oqqeyeq Tezely 9qYEY YT SOFLIM
oym pgyspy oYy sejonb .fosor meg oyl
yey3 qno pejuiod of ‘AUuew 0} JeSUEp pUE

‘seprroyne oy} 0} Sur)roder jrurxad o} UoS

s8eTED [RIUOUL 9I9ASS SOSNE) JeTy) SUO ST

-eoX JOY)INJ ST 5J9Y} AUBUX 0} SUOp Jurg

wOTYEN)IS o1} 10 ‘SIS 10 SA0Y 98 TSI

ST UIIBY ©OUIS ‘IOAGDIOJN 'SAOQE 9J0IM

oTj] JOYJPUM BOURIBHID OU SI 21973 BT}

A[uTe)Ie0 81 9I61 POSSTOSIP 95Bd 8Yj puw
ureSe ueesq Suteq jussexd 03 peniured
ST STqy JBYy suredxe gyovyg oYL Wi
Jeaq OYAM OUO ST[} 0] ULTEY J20I5 SSTED [[IM
ST} TeY} SMOUY o JT Usas ‘SenjLIouine
YSIMAP-U0T o1} 0) wrry 3roder Leur 1930
-ue £q Ueyesq Taeq SBY OUM STUCSTI0S 18]
woturdo UE ST 918} JeY) [, DUDY Y} 60g

QY JeyM W0 Jes]0 1 8I9Y YDYouInY 94}
Jety) SUI 07 BJ0LM DIJYS SBQUIDIDM DY
‘prodser(q oy} UL USAS
‘goqod oy3 o3 suopidsns sry jodex
fewr aopop oy ‘fedwund syj Aq uey
“B} ST UOKOR JOUMMJ OU JI Mg [00YoS
sy Jo redpuwxd oYy 0] Iejjend oUR
qrodex jsag 0y peyrumied oq A(Ure}Iad
pmoa 1 ‘Sures)s Jo 9By} Uey3 Iojeard
UONUL ST UOTSSeIISUBI) SY) 9IS M UOISEND
-SIp 00 0} pIESel Y Jey) Pajuetiuio)
Dagys azysoy avy " yuewystund s8109p
40U PIP YRICT, 943 Teusm Jof paystund £o17}
sours ‘peystuowIpe olesm Loty 18q) Ajerd
Jo uewx JEaid Yons axom Lo osTedad LU0
.§eM ] "YDYIDIDY UMOD Pre] A[Ted[ Y3
ajqreduon jou sem Jeys Surgjowos 3uop
ur uoyeystr Kppgeidurod aq 0} (L0gND
— W ouUn] a4d yons) WY} I9PIS
~WOD JOUUED OM SSO[Y}IeAsU ‘SUIEU A0}
-eSoxop B 150} °qqeyeq [PBUIYSIE 9qqay

_ pue UowIyS sqqeyeq TeZe[f oqqeYy Pof[eR

Apearpedser yjoq geydoad ey} yeliy pue
RYOI0Y] ULQ BNYSOYSE 2y YSNoy} uead
PUV [y ISOA 8GGeYRq [PEWUSIA eqqeY
PP S® oYy peyswnd pue sesstyy

UX PO “TOABMOY ‘DIYs a1ysvy a0y
*SO[TLI 9] JOABYEYM SA0P PUR yosod 8 payIs
W00 US1y) SBY PUE SUOWIASAS STY JO PROUIA

‘peyruLrad SI STyj pue ‘SursseISsuRy WO
uBUI o] pue Amfur wol I8 Y} eABs
07 SSYSLM JUBTLIOJUL o1} UOISSNOSTP Iopum

-moo Aegnjosqe ST 9y sseyun uorpe Lue
o] 10U L2UL I0j00P 91 $0SED [[B Wl ‘1049
~MOF] “IO)OUR UL I0 [COTRS ST} UL USIPTIYD
TIIEY 0] SNUTIUO 0] PoMO][E J0U ST Y JeTj}
os Joyorey a1} woder o poFRBINYO ST o7
“79A09J0TA "ese0 € yons ut Ajdde jou seop
Bunozoyur Jo womIqryoad oy ey Sent
UYLy UDYIMYG oY} ‘Aurul FuiaoAul
(Tejueta pue feorsAqd) Anfur J0 10j08] A
ST 2oy} SoUlg "eI0dSEBI(] 5U3 UL UsAs 90yj0d
o1 01 suorordsns sny rode.r 0g psjgrurted st
o ‘pxodex sy wodn USYLT ST UGHIR IO
ou “ToASMOY JT 'To0Yos oty Jo Tedrourtd 8y
03 suotordsns sry rodel §siy pmoys Ioj
-00p O} ‘S[II8 1M POJIIUIUIOD DTe 5308 9]
31 ‘serjuoyjne syerdoadde sy 03 pajiod

-1 9q Avw pue [apod B J0 yDyonny oy’

SBY OS[E S10f0I0Y) O] "(urLpayung Aq) £3[8
-uad yyeap 2] SOLLIED AUIOPOS Jel[] ¢S901D
-ap Yel0], 9u} sfoq axe ety JU ‘sedieTd
sty jsurede spoe Juedspul Jo AymS st
[00UDS ArejusUre]e U® UL I0Yovat ® JI
‘usjeeq Suleq ULY] 9SI0M Tef

o5e0 91} UJ "ISUUIS B PUR POoIm ST oY
9580 AUe uY JeYy Surtme[d W S[33[eq 03
YSTA ® JO 95NB0eq Inq ‘BUISsIdsurl] Wy
UMY 2ABS 0] JOYJOUE U0 ULIOFUT 40U S0P
JOULIOJUI 94 9I8YM UOLIENYIS € SISSnSIp
YONLy uDYNYS OYJ, "WOISSTOSIP SIUY 03
urejxed 30U s80p SUINI 7BY] ‘TOTUUIS € pUB
POYOIA ST 9T J1 USAS ISYIOUR U0 ULIOJIL 30U
£eur 910 JRI ST (210Y) Yonly udyInys
o1 ySnoyy[e ‘puy "SuIsseiSsuRI] WOLJ
Iy 24®s 0} ospe pue Amfur wotg (s sy
SABE 0 YI0q “TINY U0 WLIOTUT 0} Pajjrurrad
TS ST 31 {uoynn — pudll 10 Loqysiau
pagnjaLun un “9pduinxa 1of) yosvy 3o ured wo
mey qexo], £q Jojeredisd sy 09 USPPIGIO]
SBA 01 SU0STINS 10U SBM 118 91} JI UeAd
ey SONUTU0d DIYS S4squapiop avy
Lxnfur feyuew pue [8orsAyd wog plrys
91} 8ABS 0] UOTESIq0 U} 0} ‘@sIn02 jo
‘TOIIPPE UL4S60UL Jo UIs 91} Suissetdsury
wox wosied ® YoNS sAes 0 sme[ Tjeq
-(Bg 9PISE 195 AL SUO0 IoUeUsm SSNOSIP
PP UL PUB (YOO T YUYSTA 9L,
-os Surop wox wiry Jueserd o3 uoyeSqo

e ST 94073 PUB “IOUI ¥ SI 8YS JI UOAS
g0y Kq ofqeystund SI Io3ySNEp ST YjLm
4890UT Jo A48 ST OYM JOUIE] Y YRIOY,
2Y) Aq TINY 0} TOPPIGIO) ST OYM SUOSWOS
I SJETIIIUT o 0f SOUSIA OUYM SUOC pue
IOOUR [T 03 SSYSIA OUM fopo.l B Uoam)
-9 DUDIVYIP OU ST 9I0Y} I0J SAOGR 8J0IM
97| S8 SUIBS o1} ST 919y YOYOVIDY 93 J8}
SUI 03 201M OSTE DJYS SLoqUapIDM avy
‘sdISUoR[eI USPPIQIO] J88
J3pos e A[uTe)res ST oY pUE  ‘SIY} ST 08 ‘WY
SISPINUL PUB MO}[3Y SH §surzde dn SasLI
oYM TBUL B O] 10, :PeU30LIeq Lpesife
st oga I8 uidia ' Jo sdel o3 SuriIed
100 98194 eI0], 9] Juhjonb owx 03 8j0am
.42 YougueNy apy "9ACE SB OWES o)
apo. & Jo ypYyoDDY OU3 SBY OS[R (I97j01q
10} JOYje] o3 4$90Ul JO UCHEn)IS ¥ UJ
“9JI] SIS B PBS] URD oY 319G M
ooe[d & 0] WY XOJSUBL) 0} 9aIde Lewr o1y
qerp) o[qissod ST 41 ‘S80p 9Y WOYM Pooy
4[Ope SeUOBSX oY [HJUn ISASUSJBUM UIS
Aue $seaFsuBI} J0U S90P PIIUL 513 ‘0p Lo}
J1 UDAQ ‘SepISeq "SNOLSNEI-UOU I0 YSIMSP
-Uou ST JB3 UWOINANSUL Ue UI wry sreld
Aprernorpred s Loty 181} UTRIS0 A[011Ue
Jou St 31 eouls ‘pred ST WO jg(¥oorq Surq
-urnys e Suroerd) L1801 2014f1] JO 08 UR A
qou ST STT, PIIYD SUJ 9AES 0} SpIBsIafye
SOTLIOYINE AU Aq RO PILLIBY umpedoad
9 UL X0J0€] SUO ATUO ST I0J00P ST, "YIBop
TIOLJ MO B 9ABS 03 05 0P 03 Peesrqo st oy
‘syuared sy woX] PIYo 9y eaes Leyp) jef}
qsenbel B YM TOIBRYIS ays Jnode sorjod
oy} suwrxoyul A[UC 10300p S} pue ‘Yjesp

24




Myth or Fact: Informing on Another Jew - Rabbi Efrem Goldberg - Shavuos 2013/5773

S Da'at .
R. Gedalia Dov Schwartz -
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The Abused Child—Halakhic Insights

;’ %he educator’s role in identifying
the abused ehild ean perhaps be
<. more fully apprecinied with an
understanding of & parent’s responst-
bility in regard 1o corporal punishment.
The verse in Proverbs 18, 24 is often
quoted to support the use of physical
chastisernent, “He that spares his rod,
hates his son, but he that loves him
hastens him betimes.” When one exam-
ines the extensive discussion at the
beginning of the Midrash Shmos Rab-
bah concerning mussar and rebuke, it
beeomes clear that physical castigation
is definitely indicated for the purpose
of correcting improper behavior.
Howsver, the halakha has estab-
lished guidelines which, if followed,
protect the child and, at the same time,
keop in mind the effective educational
process. The Gemars in Baba Batea
214, relaies that Rav said to Rav
Shmuel bar Shilal{who was 8 melamed
of young children, see Baba Batra 8B);
“When youstrikea child, only doso with
a.shoe strap. If he is able to vend, then
let him read, if not, let him be together
with his friend.” This is explained by
Rashi and Rabbeinu Gershom as mean-
ing & very light physical punishment
that should not injure the child. Rabei-

RABBI SCHWARTZ is the Av Beth Din
of the Chicago Rabbinical Council and
& member of the Rabbinie Advisory

Committee of TEN, He served for many
years as the Rabbi of the Young lsracl
of Baro Park,

Gedalia Dov Schwartz

nu Geeshom adds that one must not, use
excessive foree beeause this excess will
not cause the child to become more
understanding, Rambam, (Hilkhot
Talmud Torah IL2) in eiting this
halalhs with regard to the melamed
writes, . ... .. and he strikes them to
instill fear in them, but he should not
sirike them with the blows of an enemy
or a eruel person, therefore he must not
strike them with vods or sticks but with
u little strap . ., . The same halakha,
using the basic language of Rambam,
is also cited in Shulchan Arukh Yoveh
Deah 245,10. The above seems to refar
only to the teachers. However, just as
the verze “You shall teach them to your
children,” implies a literal purental
relationship vet is interpreted by the
Sifre as referring to students, so we can
deducethat the above guideline regard-
ing physical rebuke wan refer to hoth
parent and teacher,

Consequently, a Torah consclous
generation interested in the highest
standards of lemning and practice—
especially in the avea of dikduk halak-
ha, must give as much attention and
concern to the proper ohservance of the
halakha of physieal castigation (if,
when and how it should be applied), as
it gives to glatt kosher, cholov ¥isroe}
or kashrus of tefillin and mezuzos,

Ivividly reeall the story of an eminent
rav who observed one of the great
Roshel Yeshiva of the pre-holocaust
period chastise his son who had mis-
behaved, There was no irrational
emotional eutburst of anger or eruelty

displayed by the father towards his son.
The punishment was not carried out
immediately in the heat or surge of
inner feelings, but was delayed unti] a
complete degree of ealm was estab-
lished, When it was administered it was
done in the halakhie manner presexibed
above which, in todays idiom, might
be deseribed from the actual physical
standpoint as a “slap on the wrigt.”

1t should also be emphasized that the
very act of striking a child in excess
of the above guidelines violates the
Torah prohibition stated in Dvorim 25,3
“Forty shall he flog him, he shall not
add," which, sccording to hulakha,
refers to striking anvone (Rombam,
Hilkhos Chovel Umazik V Choshen
Mishpat 420,1). There also ia full
liability for damages and medical costs,
etw. even in striking one’s own children
{Rambam ibid IV,19; Choshen Mishpat
424,7). The Shvus Yascov {111 140) rules
that although the teacher or parent
carmot be held fully Habls for all cost
incurred while correcting improper
hehavior for the purpeses of “Yevasro,”
nevertheless, in the interest of encow
vaging self control, the teacher or
parenishould pay all medical costs. The
author of the vesponsa work Kiryas
Chana 22 however, is opposed to the
above ruling, (Cited by Pischei Teshu-
vas Choshen Mishpat, ibid. 4).

Thus from the halakhic standpoint
deseribed above, the consequence of
improperly disciplining a child are
extremely serious,

eontinued

If the day school teacher notices
evidence of abuse on 4 ¢hild in ¢lass,
the first halakhic obligation, that of
“hokhiach tokhiach, eto.” (Vayikra
19, 17), 15"t contact the parents. Of
course, the principal must be in-
formed since the responsibility of the
school fowards the child 7s at atake,
I this intervéntion has Tmmediate
results, that the abuse ceases, then
the halakhie responsibility of the
teacher has been discharged. How-
ever, if in the teacher’s judgment the
child is in imminent danger of
further bodily harm or of serigus
mental trauma, then, in fulfillment
of the halakha “Do not stand by the
blood of your neighbor” (Vayikra 19,
16) the proper authorities must be
notifled in order fo protect the
yictim_._ Under these circumsiances
of Tife-savinig Wieasuros the Toar of
mesiradoes not applyjustasitwould
not apply when calling the police to
resirain any other vislent act, re-
gardless of the petson. The ubove
halakha, a5 well as the obligation of
Pikuach nefesh, demand such imme-
diate action. Furthermore, Hagaon
R. Yechiel Mikhe! Eypstein, the
author of the Arukh Hashulchan
wrote that the laws concerning
mesira do not apply t governments
of law protecting the persons and
property of their citizens (Arukh
Hashulehan, Choshen Mishpat
388,7).

The halakhic encyelopedia of the
eighteenth century, the Pachad
Yitachok cites the responsa works
B'nei Chayei and the Makaram
MiRiszhurg 64, s stating that it is
permissible for afiyeHe Wha I8 phve-
teally ‘injured, as the Tesult of an
assauil, to report 1t 1o the authorities
(Pachad Yitzehok, Maarekhes Chov-
el Bechavero),

As part of its parent edueation
program, day schools shéuld present
and openly discuss the halakhot of
child abuse, Clarification, as well s
prevention, are certainly eritical
components in helping us fulfill the
goal of educating our children in the
ways of Torah and yiras Shamayim,

W
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Save a Child: How to Identify and Report
Child Abuse

Andrew E. Toelle and Kate Fogarty

Child abuse is a real problem and a concern for all persons working with children. In 2011, 3.4 million cases of child
abuse were reported nationally; in 20% of these cases, children were confirmed to have been victims of some form of
abuse in an estimated 681,000 unique cases (USDHHS, 2011). The rate of incidence for Native American and African-
American children was above 20 incidents per thousand, almost twice that of their white counterparts; however, 43.9%
of child abuse victims are white, whereas only 21.5% are African-American, 22.1% are Hispanic, and 1.1% are Native
American or Alaska Native (USDHHS, 2011). Meanwhile, data from a University of Florida study on child welfare
indicates that given identical family situations, abuse is more likely to be substantiated with regard to black children
than with white children (Askew Institute, 2006).

In the 2008-2009 fiscal year, a reported 110,795 cases of abuse were verified in Florida (FDCF, 2011). Fortunately, this
number declined to 51,555 in the 20102011 fiscal year. However, child abuse and re-abuse rates in Florida are on the
rise (FDCF, 2010). The greatest tragedy of child abuse is summarized in this troubling statistic: an estimated 1,026
children died nationally as a result of child abuse in 2010, a number that has decreased by 504 over the past four years;
as of 2010 in Florida, about 180 deaths were the result of abuse or neglect, a number much higher in comparison to
those reported from other states (USDHHS, 2010).

People who work with children, parents, and the general public may at some point in their lives and careers have to
report child abuse. It is important that you be able to recognize the symptoms of abuse and be able to contact the
appropriate authorities. By reporting abuse, you may save a child's life or prevent serious injury.

This publication discusses child abuse laws and procedures for reporting abuse. It also contains information about
different types of abuse and how to identify abused or neglected children. Characteristics listed here are general and
intended as guidelines. A child or family may exhibit many warning signs of abuse, though no abuse has occurred or
ever will occur.

Prior to April 2012, Florida law required only child care providers, physicians, teachers, law enforcement officers, and
any other person having reason to believe a child under the age of 18 is being abused, to report abuse. Failure to report
suspected abuse was regarded as a misdemeanor.

Since then, Governor Scott signed into law one of the nation's strictest abuse reporting bills (Business Wire, 2012).
Florida House Bill 1355 on the "Protection of Vulnerable Persons," signed in April 2012, proposes a fine of up to $1
million on any college or university, public or private, whose administration or law enforcement willfully and
knowingly fails to report child abuse occurring on campus in facilities or at university-sponsored events and functions.
The Act requires the Florida Child Abuse Hotline to take allegations of child abuse reports even if the suspected abuser
is not a caregiver or parent, and it has provisions for relocation of child victims of sexual assault when there is
reasonable concern for their safety.

Most importantly, everyone must report abuse. Reporting suspected child abuse is no longer limited to teachers, law
enforcement, and health care professionals. Florida now has the only fully mandatory abuse reporting faw in the nation.

There are many different ways to report abuse. You may call the Department of Children and Families (DCF) Central
Abuse Hotline at 1-800-96ABUSE (1-800-962-2873). The TDD number is 1-800-453-5145. DCF has developed an
online process of reporting that is very useful in filing your report. It is located on the web at

http://www def state f1.ns/abuse/report/. More information about child protection in Florida is available from the DCF
website at htep://www dcf state fl.us/abuse/. It is not the responsibility of the person reporting the suspected abuse to
determine if abuse has occurred. An investigator will be assigned to determine this. Florida has an immunity law as
well. This law protects you from lawsuits that could arise from reporting of the abuse so long as the incident is reported
in "good faith." Remember: Report child abuse to protect the child, not to punish the suspected abuser.
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