Myth or Fact:
The Luchos Were Round on Top

SRR

St. Johns church, Moses, by Moses with the Ten
gothic bust of Moses, Michelangelo Commandments by
ca. 1390 Buonarotti (16 c.) Rembrandt (1659)

Nessah Synagogue Typical paroches
Beverly Hills

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue
Shavuos 2013/5773




Were Top of Luchos Rounded or Square? — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Shavuos 2013/5773

1. Shemos Chapter 32
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15 Moses turned* and descended from the mountain, with the two Tablets of
the Testimony in his hand, Tablets inscribed on both 'thez'r sides; they were
inscribed on one side and the other. 16 The Tablets were God's handiwork, and

the script was the script of God, engraved on the Tablets.

17 Joshua heard the sound of the people in its shouting, and he sald to Moses,
“The sound of battle is in the campl”
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4. ‘Bava Basr

144

vy — They challenged Rebbi’s statement from the following

Baraisa: nwm npyw MR — THE ARK THAT MOSES CON-
STRUCTED: 273 ¥} RINRN — TWO AND A HALF AMOS WAS ITS
LENGTH, far- symy Ky — ONE AND A HALF AMOS ITS WIDTH

inpip YY) TIK) — AND ONE AND A HALF AMOS TS HEIGHT.®
BTN MWW N2 MRy — THE AMAH REFERRED TO HERE MEASURES

SIX TEFACHIM. ! Hence, the Ark was fifteen fefachim long and |

nine tefachim wide. WYY PRy WY ATy MY 1298 nimbn)
— THE two TABLETS of the Law,!® WHOSE LENGTH WAS SIX
tefachim, WIDTH SIX fefachim, AND THICKNESS THREE fefachim,
T S 1K T ningn — LAY side by side ALONG THE LENGTH
OF THE ARK, j1g3 nivair nimb mpa — Consequently, HOW
MUCH of the length OF THE ARK DID THE TABLETS TAKE UP? 1w
RWIOY WY — TWELVE TEFACHIM, WMDY MWHW oW ynhyy ~
THREE TEFACHIM REMAIN THERE [along the length of the auk] that
ave as yet unaccounted for. NBY TR R¥ — SUBTRACT FROM
[THESE THREE TEFACHIM|] one TEFACH for the wallg of the Ark:
ny Yminb sy np botal Y — BALF (A TEFACH] FOR ONE WALL
AND HALF FOR THE OTHER WALL/  Boisb nw oy ynpwy —
THERE REMAINS TWO TEFACHIM i 1R v sy — IN
WHICH THE TORAH SCROLL written by Moses LAY, From where
do we kmow that the Torah scroll of Moses was placed in the Ark?
L] Y DY I X DR NinY Y P YIS PR, IR —
AS IT IS SAID: NOTHING WAS IN THE ARK ~ ONLY THE TWO TABLETS
. OF STONE WHICH MOSES PLACED THERE [ETCJ 11113 1, (IR
79" -~ WHAT IS meant by: NOTHING WAS IN THE ARK ~ ONLY?
vy ang viwm — This is a case of ONE EXCLUSIONARY TERM
{(*only”) FOLLOWING ANOTHER (“nothing”). " w2 Py
myin 1pe nianh KK viwm — AND the purpose here of ONE
EXCLUSIONARY TERM FOLLOWING ANOTHER MUST BE TO IN-
CLUDER THE TORAH SCROLL written by Moses, yixa mmy —
THAT IT $00 LIES IN THE ARK. ‘
The Baraisa continues:
298% YK Dy — Thus far, YOU HAVE ACCOUNTED FOR THE
LENGTH OF THE ARK; 2n% 18 B RY — now GO AND
ACCOUNT FOR THE WIDTH OF THE ARK, 1943 nib2ix nimb mpa
~ HOWMUCH of the width OF THE ARK did THE TABLETS TAKE UP?
DUTRY WY — SIX TEFACHIM.  Inpv nwbw oy »mnwy — Thus,
THRER TEFACHIM REMAIN THERE across the width of the Avk that
are as yet unaccounted for, nBY J» K¥y — SUBTRACT FROM
ITHESE THRUE TEFACHIM} one TEFACH for the walls of the Avk:
ny Ynink vm my bninh 4¥n — HALF (A TEFACH] FOR ONE WALL
AND HALF [A TEFACH] FOR THE OTHER WALL, 4¥/ by 31mpw)
BYIRY — TWO TEFACHIM REMAIN THERE [across the w1dth of the
Alkj, PP RETWD Ry D323 1790 19 K kDY — the purpose of
which was to ensure THAT WHEN THE TORAH SOROLL IS REMOVED
AND INSERTED IT WOULD NOT BE PRESSED against the walls of the
Ark @8 uen van 3 ~ The preceding is THE OPINION OF R!
METH,

"The Baraisa presents an opposing view:
IR TP N — R YEHUDAH SAYS: D190ty N2 mpks ~ THE
AMAH of the Ark’s dimensions given in the Torah MEASURES only
FIVE TEFACHIM, 24 Accordingly, the Ark was 12 ¥z tefachim long
and 7 Vs tefachim wide.  Prayy nww yamyy mww 1pK nimbo)
MY5Y — THE TABLETS, WHOSE LENGTH WAS SIX fefachim , WIDTH
SIX fefachim AND THIOKNESS THREE fefuchim @ 1991R3 nimm
111% 5% ~ LAY side by side ALONG THE LENGTH OF THEARK, 1193

TIR3 MR MW7 — HOW MUCH 0f the {engin Uk THE ARK V1D
THE TABLETS TAKE UP?7  1¥19b "Wy mW — TWELVE TEFACHIM,
noy 'yn oY Mmnwy — Hence, THERE REMAINS HALF A TEFACH
along the length of the Ark which is as yet unaccounted for,
ny o nia% vayRy my Y0t yayx — AFINGERBREADTH is taken up
BY ONE WALL AND A FINGERBREADTH BY THE OTHER WALL,
121%% 1198 BPrPR — Thus far, YOU HAVE ACCOUNTED FOR THE
LENGTH OF THE ARK. fait)y 178 byyp Ry — Now GO AND
ACCOUNT FOR THE WIDTH OF THE ARK,  EInimyix rimb mpp
iR ~ HOW MUCH of the width OF 'THE ARK DID THE TABLETS
TAKBUP? DWIBY WY — SIXTEFACHIM. DYt ADY DY 9mnu
— ONI AND A HALF TEFACHIM REMAIN THERY [across the width of
the Arkl, DY YT M RY — SUBTRACT FROM THESE [ONE AND A
HALPF TEFACHIM] HALF A TEFACH for the walls:  nmymm vayx
ny bniny — ONE AND A HALF FINGERBREADTHS FOR ONE WALL
m1y piab Mynat YAXK) — AND ONE AND A HALF FINGERBREADTHS
FORTHE OTHER WALL.ZSl  1r7aiy Jr13ny 2% Mow o "Ry — one
TEFACH REMAINS THERE, IN WHICH TWO silver RODS WERE POSE-
TIONED, one on each side of the tablets; 7nRIW —~ ASTT 18 SAI:
Tiaabis il mabw Ao ¥ Ny 1BK,, ~ KING SHLOMO MADE
HIMSELF A SEDAN-CHAIR OF THE WOOD OF LEBANON,  Tpy ™"y
A 13K 1997% A7) AN ) — HE MADE ITS PILLARS OF
SILVER, ITS BACK OF GOLD, ITS SEAT OF PURPLE WOOL, ETC.™
Allegorically, this vefers to the Tabernacle® The “pillavs of
silver” denote the two silver rods placed in the Ark.
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As these special characteristics of the making of the Tablets and
of the writing are told just here, and not as might have been expected,
above in Ch. XXXI,18, they must be in close connection with what was
happening at this time, If a Law is to be promulgated and the tablet on
which it is brought is written on one side only, the one who is to publish
it is placed in a definitely dictatorial position towards the massed people
to whom he proclaims it. He alone has the written Law in front of him,
and the masses must accept from him what he reads out to them. He is
the definitely indispensable intermediary between the people and the Law.
But if the same Law, and especially here where it came to the people in
the same directness from God as it had comne to Moses, is visible on both
sides, if the Law presents itself all the time equally to Moses and the people,
then the Law comes down directly to the nation and to every member of
the nation, and Moses disappears entirely from this transmission, becomes
simply one of the people, the people can read the Law to Moses as well
as he can read it to them, So that even if "this man Moses” disappears, the
people do not require a Moses; the Torah presents itself at all time directly
from God to every individual,

& R Samson
(1808-1888) Germany

Looked at from this point of view, one can understand the various
opinions expressed in Shekalim V1,1, according to one of which all the
ten Commandments were written on each of the two Tablets, to another,
twice ten, or to another opinion, even four times ten, on the front, back and
each side. So that there were from the beginning two copies of the Law,
and each Tablet written on all sides. This would be to demonstrate the
spreading of the Torah on all sides amongst the people, and from the very
inception, by the Evidence of the Torah itself, to do away with the idea
of there being any exclusive or excluding position of a Moses to the
Torah. '
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Loose translation:

With regard to the question how could
someone be nichshal with an obvious
thing, we find the same thing with the
luchos that you have Jewish
organizations uncompromising in Torah
and they emphasis that Jewish people are
not like everyone else and yet in this
simple thing they put pictures of the
luchos that are opposite what the gemara
tells us. The gemara says the luchos fill
the aron in the shape of the aron and
from there it is obvious that they have to
be four cornered...We have absolutely no
source that the luchos were round on
top. How did this come about? Jews
would send their seforim off to be printed
and generally they were printed by non-
Jewish printing houses, but the publishers
would censor. The author would put a
picture of luchos on top and the non Jews
switched to rounded top. We only cared
about what was inside the sefer and so
we ignored the incorrect change.
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