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I. Controversy of people protesting anthem 
a. History 
b. Goodell letter to NFL teams 

 
II. Racial Injustice 

a. Not weighing in on degree of the issue, causes, solutions…  
b. However, want to clearly show Torah believes in value of all human beings. 

i. Pirkei Avos 3:18 - Beloved are all men  
1. Baruch She’amar - R’ Baruch Ha’Levi Epstein 

ii. Eliyahu Rabbah – Hashem can rest on all people who are worthy 
iii. Rambam letter – everyone eligible for world to come, Jew and non-Jew 
iv. Tanya – Jews have superior neshama 

1. Rav – What’s the seichel? 
v. Rav Soloveitchik read Yonah on Yom Kippur to show we care about non-Jews 

vi. Rav Hirsch 
vii. Tiferes Yisroel   

 
III. Taking a Knee 

a. We save it for Hashem 
i. Megilla 22b 

ii. Rosh Hashana/ Yom Kippur 
iii. Aleynu – three times a day we say we take a knee for You 
iv. When are you allowed to bow on knee? 

1. V’ein Lamo Michshal  
2. Push ups - Avnei Yushpe 2:7:4.  

 
IV. Anthem 

a. Removing hat 
i. Melamed L’Hoil 

b. Hatikvah 
i. History 

ii. Rav Kook – wrote alternate anthem to hatikvah 
iii. Arab supreme court justice protests anthem 
iv. R’ Shlomo Cohen protests anthem 

1. Rav Ovadia zt”l stood 
2. Picture of gedolim standing at inauguration of Heichal Shlomo 

V. Flags 
a. Midrash – national flags learned from the Jews 
b. Rav Moshe 1957 – shouldn’t put flags in the shul 

i. Rav Aviner quotes R’ Rakeffet that R’ Moshe regretting the teshuva 
c. Israeli flag special status 

i. Rabbi Soloveitchik  
ii. Nefesh Ha-Rav,  

iii. Ponovezh Yeshiva on yom ha’atzmaut 
d. Ha’Maor – if can burn flag, clearly has no value 
e. Sha’arei Moshe 
f. Hillel Omeir 
g. Eishel Avraham – we believe in symbolism of flags 

 
 
 



 

 Page #3 

A short history of the national anthem, protests and the NFL 

By Louis Jacobson on Monday, September 25th, 2017 at 5:08 p.m.  
 
It has been hard to ignore the mixing of sports and politics recently, as President Donald Trump -- both on the 
stump and on Twitter -- repeatedly expressed his disgust with athletes who take a knee during the pre-game 
rendition of the Star-Spangled Banner. Most NFL players, and some coaches and owners, reacted against 
Trump’s words by linking arms as the national anthem was played before games on Sept. 24 and 25, and the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, Seattle Seahawks and Tennessee Titans remained largely off-field for the anthem.  
The recent controversy over the national anthem began in 2016, when then-NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
initially sat, and later switched to taking a knee, during the pre-game anthem to protest racial discrimination, 
especially at the hands of police. 
 
With increased interest in the national anthem and its role at sporting events, we decided to take a closer look at 
some of its history. 
 
How long has the Star-Spangled Banner been played at sporting events?  
While the Star-Spangled Banner only became the nation’s official anthem in 1931, the lyrics date back to 1814, 
the anthem was played sporadically in the 1800s, several experts said.  
The earliest rendition came at the opening of Union Grounds park in Brooklyn on May 15, 1862 , which was during 
the Civil War, said John Thorn, the historian for Major League Baseball. The first documented example from 
opening day occurred in Philadelphia on April 22, 1897.  

 
Union Grounds, Brooklyn, 1865 
A key turning point came during the 1918 World Series between the Chicago Cubs and Boston Red Sox. 
That year’s World Series was held during World War I, and "the public mood was sullen and anxious," Luke 
Cyphers and Ethan Trex wrote in ESPN The Magazine in 2011. "The war strained the economy and the 
workforce, including baseball's. The government began drafting major leaguers for military service that summer 
and ordered baseball to end the regular season by Labor Day."  
 
The mood, however, perked up considerably when a brass band began playing the Star-Spangled Banner during 
the seventh-inning stretch of one game.  
 
"The crowd, already standing, showed its first real signs of life all day, joining in a spontaneous sing-along, 
haltingly at first, then finishing with flair," Cyphers and Trex wrote. "The scene made such an impression that the 
New York Times opened its recap of the game not with a description of the action on the field but with an account 
of the impromptu singing."  
 
The scene also made an impression on the two teams’ front offices. The Cubs’ management made sure the band 
played the anthem during the next two games as well, and attendance, which had been in a rut, increased. When 
the series moved to Boston’s Fenway Park, officials moved the playing of the anthem to the pregame festivities, 
coupled with the introduction of wounded soldiers who had received free tickets," the authors wrote. 
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The anthem was played periodically in baseball after that, but it took until another war -- World War II -- before it 
was played before essentially every game. 
 
Playing the national anthem before regular season games "was not universal in baseball until 1942 and the start of 
World War II, though some clubs started the practice in 1941," said Michael Teevan, a spokesman for Major League 
Baseball.  
 
Since then, "the national anthem has been played before virtually every professional — and many collegiate and 
high school — baseball, football, basketball, hockey and soccer contests in this country," said Marc Leepson, author 
of Flag: An American Biography and What So Proudly We Hailed: Francis Scott Key, A Life.  
In the period after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the anthem took on special meaning at sporting events, and some 
teams arranged pregame events with survivors and first responders. In some cases, a rendition of America the 
Beautiful was added, said Elliott J. Gorn, a Loyola University of Chicago historian and co-author of A Brief History of 
American Sports.  
 
How about football? 
Singing the national anthem before National Football League games has been ongoing for "decades," said NFL 
spokesman Brian McCarthy. 
One aspect of this history that has spawned some confusion in recent days concerns a change made in 2009. 
Until that year, players in primetime games would remain inside their locker rooms while the anthem was sung, due 
to timing concerns for the television networks. After 2009, the players in primetime games have been on the field 
during the anthem, McCarthy said. 
But this change only affected primetime games. For all other games -- typically held at 1 p.m. or 4 p.m. Eastern -- 
players had already been stationed on the field for the national anthem. So the 2009 change simply applied to 
primetime games the rules that had already been in place for daytime games. 
Part of the confusion, McCarthy said, may be that television networks often haven’t shown the national anthem 
being played. 
 
How common have anthem-related protests been? 
In 1968, U.S. Olympic athletes Tommie Smith and John Carlos gave a raised-fist "black power" salute on the medal 
stand as the Star-Spangled Banner was being played. They were thrown out of the Olympics. Four years later, U.S. 
Olympians Vince Matthews and Wayne Collett, who were also African-American, were barred from further 
competition when they were considered to have shown insufficient respect from the medal stand.  
Some fans also found room to express their views during the anthem.  "During the Vietnam era, it was not 
uncommon for fans -- not enormous numbers, but some -- to remain seated during the anthem," Gorn said. 
In March 1996, the National Basketball Association suspended the Denver Nuggets’ Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf. A 
convert to Islam, Abdul-Rauf said he did not believe in standing for any nationalistic ideology, according to the New 
York Times.  
 
As for baseball, Cassidy Lent, a reference librarian at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in 
Cooperstown, N.Y., said she was not aware of any protests beyond the one by Bruce Maxwell of the Oakland A's in 
the wake of Trump’s comments. 
 
A footnote: In his 1972 autobiography, I Never Had It Made, Jackie Robinson -- who broke baseball’s color line in 
1947 -- wrote, "As I write this twenty years later, I cannot stand and sing the anthem. I cannot salute the flag; I know 
that I am a black man in a white world."  
 
Is there an NFL rule against kneeling during the anthem? 
This notion gained attention on social media in the wake of Trump’s comments and the NFL’s reaction. One version 
we came across said the anthem "must be played prior to every NFL game, and all players must be on the sideline 
for the National Anthem," standing, facing the flag, helmets in left hands. 
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This language does not appear in the NFL 
Rule Book, as the post indicates. However, it 
is apparently included in a separate 
document called the "game operations manual." This 
document is not online, so we can’t review it first-hand, 
but McCarthy, the NFL spokesman, said it is distributed 
by the league to all of its member teams.  
 
While text circulating on social media would seem to 
suggest there will be consequences for protesting 
during the anthem, there is discretion involved -- and 

the NFL has repeatedly stated that it will not punish players for taking a knee during the anthem. 
 
McCarthy told PolitiFact that "players are strongly encouraged, but not required, to stand during the national anthem." He has 
used essentially the same language in previous statements going back to 2016.  
 
Another NFL spokesman, Joe Lockhart, said during a conference call with reporters on Sept. 25 that "there will be no discipline 
handed down this week." He added, "We also believe our players have a right to express themselves."  
 

 

Letter of Roger Goodell to 
NFL Teams 
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1. Pirkei Avos 3:18 

2. Baruch She’amar  
R’ Baruch Ha’Levi Epstein 

1860-1941 

3. Eliyahu Rabba  
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4. Rambam  
Letter to Chasdai Ha’Levi 

5. R’ Shneur Zalman 
of Liadi  

1745-1812 6. The Rav Thinking Aloud 
R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 

1903-1993 

7.  Rabbi Soloveitchik Machzor 
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8.  Collected Writings 
R’ Samson Raphael 

Hirsch 
1808-1888 
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9. Tiferes Yisrael 
R’ Yisrael Lifshitz 

1782-1860 
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10. Megillah 22b  

11. Aleynu  



 

 Page #11 

12. V’ein Lamo Michshol 

13. Avnei Yashpei 
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14. R’ Dovid Zvi Hoffman 
(1843-1921) 
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הַתִּקְוָה
English: The Hope

HaTikvah

The lyrics of "Hatikvah" below an

Israeli flag

National anthem of  Israel

Lyrics Naftali Herz Imber, 1878

Music Samuel Cohen, 1888

Adopted 1897 (First Zionist

Congress) 

1948 (unofficially) 

2004 (officially)

Audio sample

Hatikvah (instrumental)

file · help

Hatikvah

"Hatikvah" (Hebrew: הַתִּקְוָה, pronounced [hatikˈva], lit. English: "The

Hope") is a Jewish poem and the national anthem of Israel. Its lyrics are

adapted from a poem by Naftali Herz Imber, a Jewish poet from Złoczów

(today Zolochiv, Ukraine), then part of Austrian province Kingdom of

Galicia and Lodomeria. Imber wrote the first version of the poem in 1877,

while the guest of a Jewish scholar in Iași, Romania. The romantic anthem's

theme reflects the Jews' 2,000-year-old hope of returning to the Land of

Israel, restoring it, and reclaiming it as a sovereign nation.
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History

The text of Hatikvah was written in 1878 by Naphtali Herz Imber, a Jewish

poet from Zolochiv (Polish: Złoczów), a city nicknamed "The City of

Poets",
[1]

 in Austrian Poland, today part of the Ukraine. In 1882 Imber

immigrated to Ottoman-ruled Palestine and read his poem to the pioneers of

the early Jewish colonies - Rishon Lezion, Rehovot, Gedera and Yesud

Hama'ala.
[2]

Imber's nine-stanza poem, Tikvatenu ("Our Hope"), put into words his

thoughts and feelings following the establishment of Petah Tikva (literally

"Opening of Hope"). Published in Imber's first book Barkai [The Shining
Morning Star], Jerusalem, 1886,

[3]
 the poem was subsequently adopted as

an anthem by the Hovevei Zion and later by the Zionist Movement at the First Zionist Congress in 1897.

Before the establishment of the State of Israel

Hatikvah was chosen as the anthem of the First Zionist Congress in 1897.
[4]

0:00 MENU

  

The British Mandate government briefly banned its public performance and broadcast from 1919, in response to an

increase in Arab anti-Zionist political activity.
[5]

A former member of the Sonderkommando reports that the song was spontaneously sung by Czech Jews in the

entryway to the Auschwitz-Birkenau gas chamber in 1944. While singing they were beaten by Waffen-SS

guards.
[6]

Adoption as national anthem

When the State of Israel was established in 1948, Hatikvah was unofficially proclaimed the national anthem. It did

not officially become the national anthem until November 2004, when an abbreviated and edited version was

sanctioned by the Knesset
[4]

 in an amendment to the Flag and Coat-of-Arms Law (now renamed the Flag, Coat-of-

Arms, and National Anthem Law).

In its modern rendering, the official text of the anthem incorporates only the first stanza and refrain of the original

poem. The predominant theme in the remaining stanzas is the establishment of a sovereign and free nation in the

Land of Israel, a hope largely seen as fulfilled with the founding of the State of Israel.
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Alternate proposals and objections

Religious objections

Some religious Jews have criticized Hatikvah for its lack of religious emphasis: There is no mention of God or the

Torah.

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook wrote an alternative anthem titled “HaEmunah” ("The Faith") which he proposed as a

replacement for Hatikvah. But he did not object to the singing of Hatikvah, and in fact endorsed it.
[8]

  

Objections by non-Jewish Israelis

Liberalism and the Right to Culture, written by Avishai Margalit and Moshe Halbertal, provides a social scientific

perspective on the cultural dynamics in Israel, a country that is a vital home to many diverse religious groups. More

specifically, Margalit and Halbertal cover the various responses towards Hatikvah, which they establish as the

original anthem of a Zionist movement, one that holds a two thousand year long hope of returning to the homeland

(“Zion and Jerusalem”) after a long period of exile.

To introduce the controversy of Israel’s national anthem, the authors provide two instances where Hatikvah is

rejected for the enstrangement that it creates between the minority cultural groups of Israel and its religious

politics. Those that object find trouble in the mere fact that the national anthem is exclusively Jewish while a

significant proportion of the state's citizenry is not Jewish and lacks any connection to the anthem's content and

implications.

As Margalit and Halbertal continue to discuss, Hatikvah symbolizes for many Arab-Israelis the struggle of loyalty

that comes with having to dedicate oneself to either their historical or religious identity.
[9]

Specifically, Arab Israelis object to Hatikvah due to its explicit allusions to Jewishness. In particular, the text's

reference to the yearnings of "a Jewish soul" is often cited as preventing non-Jews from personally identifying with

the anthem. In 2001, Saleh Tarif, the first non-Jew appointed to the Israeli cabinet in Israel's history, refused to sing

Hatikvah.
[10]

 Ghaleb Majadale, who in January 2007 became the first Muslim to be appointed as a minister in the

Israeli cabinet, sparked a controversy when he publicly refused to sing the anthem, stating that the song was written

for Jews only.
[11]

 In 2012, Salim Joubran, an Israeli Arab justice on Israel's Supreme Court, did not join in singing

Hatikvah during a ceremony honoring the retirement of the court's chief justice, Dorit Beinisch.
[12]

From time to time proposals have been made to change the national anthem or to modify the text in order to make

it more acceptable to non-Jewish Israelis.
[13][14]

 To date no such proposals have succeeded in gaining broad

support.
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17. Tzipisa L’Yeshua  

16. R’ Avraham Yitzchak 
Kook 

1865-1935 
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citizens, but their territory and lives remain under Israeli control and strictures. But

there are also 1.5 million Palestinians who are Israeli citizens, about 20 percent of

the country’s population, and Justice Joubran is a member of that group.

Israel’s Declaration of Independence promises the state will ensure “complete

equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion,

race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education

and culture.”

While Israeli Arabs have gained markedly in wealth and education in recent

years, few would argue that Israel has fully lived up to its promise. By all measures,

Arabs in Israel are less well-off with far fewer opportunities than Jews.

On the other hand, as some of the commentary last week noted, the Joubran

controversy is about an Arab from Haifa who sits on the highest court of the Jewish

state and participates in its most important rulings, including the recent jailing of

the country’s former president, Moshe Katsav.

Justice Joubran is the first Arab in the country’s six decades to hold the post

permanently (there was a temporary appointment of an Arab a dozen years ago) and

for critics like Gideon Levy, a leftist columnist at Haaretz, he is a fig leaf.

As Mr. Levy put it: “Among all the speeches (yada, yada, yada) at the new

Supreme Court president’s inauguration ceremony, it was Joubran’s silence that

taught us an important lesson: that Israeli democracy is paper-thin and fragile. All it

needs to ruin it is one judge who refuses to join the choir.”

Most Israeli Jews, however, seemed to feel comfortable with Justice Joubran’s

approach — standing respectfully but staying mute. In conversations around dinner

tables, they told themselves that Israel is an unusual place, that some circles can

perhaps never be squared.

Noah Klieger, a Holocaust survivor and commentator at the newspaper Yediot

Aharonot, wrote, for example, that anyone in Britain, “regardless of whether he is

Muslim, Buddhist, Christian or Jewish can utter the words ‘God Save the Queen’

without a problem, because these words are suitable for everyone.
              

“Justice Salim Joubran, a Christian Maronite, is an Israeli in every way,” he

continued. “He is a man who pursued an honest path, using hard work and talent, all

the way to his country’s Supreme Court. However, he cannot and should not have to

sing our national anthem, ‘Hatikva.’ ”
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Shas spiritual leader: ‘Hatikvah’ a ‘stupid song’

 

         

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The spiritual leader of the Sephardic Orthodox Shas party said at a

party convention that “Hatikvah,” Israel’s national anthem, “is a stupid song.”

Rabbi Shlomo Cohen, head of the Council of Torah Sages of the Shas Party, made the

comments Sunday at a party convention, the Israeli news website Walla reported. Walla also

put a recording of the statement on its website.

Cohen told the convention that in 1955, at the ceremony appointing Yitzhak Nissim as

Sephardic chief rabbi of Israel, those gathered stood and began singing “Hatikvah.” Cohen

said he did not stand for the anthem, but that his popular predecessor, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef,

did. Cohen said he asked Yosef why he stood, and Yosef replied that he said the Aleinu, a

Jewish prayer recited while standing.

“A real man. Why did he say Aleinu? He didn’t want this stupid song to influence him,”

Cohen said.

Cohen has served on the Council of Torah Sages since the founding of Shas in 1984.

In response to the airing of the video clip, Shas said, “No one will teach the wise man

Shalom Cohen, who grew up all his days in Jerusalem, what Zionism is and what his

relationship is to the Land of Israel. It is his right and duty to think that the sources of the

Torah in Israel are 10 times more important than a poem composed only in the last

decades.”

Shmira Imber, daughter of Naftali Herz Imber, the composer of “Hatikvah,” responded to

Cohen’s remarks in an interview with Walla.

“It is stupid to say that,” she said. “I am sorry that the spiritual leader of Shas does not walk

in the way of Rav Ovadia, his teacher and rabbi.”

19. R’ Shlomo Cohen  

20. R’ Avraham Yosef 
http://shut.moreshet.co.il/ 



 

 Page #19 

21.  Inauguration of Heichal Shlomo 1958 

22. Bamidbar Rabba 2:7 

23. Igros Moshe o.c. 1:46  
R. Moshe Feinstein 

1895-1986 
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24.  R’ Aviner quoting 
R’ Aharon Rakeffet 

25. Five Derashos 
R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 

1903-1993 
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26. Nefesh Ha’Rav 
R’ Herschel Schachter  

27. Ponevezh Yeshiva 
on Yom Ha’atzmaut 
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28. Sha’arei Moshe 
R’ Moshe Steinberg 

29. Ha’Maor  
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30. Hillel Omeir  
R’ Hillel ben Eliyahu 
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