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28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and
this is it that their father spoke unto them and
blessed them; every one according to his
blessing he blessed them. 29 And he charged
them, and said unto them: 'l am to be gathered
unto my people; bury me with my fathers in the
cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30
in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah,
which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan,
which Abraham bought with the field from
Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a burying-
place. 31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah
his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah
his wife; and there I buried Leah. 32 The field
and the cave that is therein, which was
purchased from the children of Heth.' 33 And
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when Jacob made an end of charging his sons,
he gathered up his feet into the bed, and
expired, and was gathered unto his people.
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3. Mishna
Sanhedrin 46a

The Mishnah returns to its previous topic — the idea that a transgression is committed if the court allows a

convict’s corpse to remain unburied overnight:

YR Taban &%) — Not only did [the Sages] say this in reference to the corpse of a convict,
nyn X3 231y — but anyone who leaves his deceased relative unburied overnight tr
commandment.® 111235 ypby — However, if one left [the corpse] overnight for th
M0 11K 19 XY — in order to bring a casket or shrouds for [the body],

does not transgress any prohibition.

iy N powa ba Kox
ansgresses a negative
e sake of his honor,s)
WY 121 1K — in this case he

The Mishnah proceeds to discuss the burial procedure for an executed convict;

PIAK N1I3R3 01X 131p M7 k) ~ They did not bury [the conviet] in his ancestral

gravesite. 03 W xhx

17 N3 13R3nm 17 n193p — Rather, there were two cemeteries set aside for the use of the court; pamb nnx

'PIm% — one for those who were beheaded or strangled,
were stoned or burned. The convict, then, was buried alongside those executed in a ma
"ian '7;;7).1; — Later, when the flesh of the corpse had decomposed,

19739 Phpesb nixy — and one for those who
nner similar to himself,
NYYI NX Ppon — they would gather

the bones 1aipna 101X 1"131p) — and bury them in their proper place; i.e. in the convict’s ancestral plot.&n

The Mishnah continues:

12 123 3 X9) — NOT ONLY DID [THE SAGES] SAY THIS, etc.
WP 12 IR a7 mwn [aninaa R — Rav Yochanan said in the
name of R’ Shimon ben Yochai: 1%y n2iww inip ni ponb pin
nyn X932 — From where in Scripture is it derived that one who
leaves his deceased relative unburied overnight transgresses a
negative commandment?  uapn "1ap™3,, w5 mMbn -
For Scripture states: Rather, you shall surely bury him,
niyyn &5 121WW inp X PYRY (k9 — From here we learn that
one who leaves his deceased relative overnight transgresses a
negative commandment,

The Gemara cites a different version of Rav Yochanan’s
statement:
*my7 KK — There are those who report R’ Yochanan’s
statement this way: n» 13 1w a7 own o R K -
Rav Yochanan said in the name of R’ Shimon ben Yochai:
MM ANRT P TPaph m — Where in the Torah do we find
an allusion to the idea of burial? =iap=3, "miy mnbn
“u7apn — Scripture states: Rather, you shall surely bury

him. a2 779p% My (8o — From here we have an
allusion to the idea of burial in the Torah.®="

The Gemara records an incident pertaining to the above

discussion:
Xpr 27% xobn Maw Y mx — King Shapur® once said to Rav
Chama: i 17iR7 1 1ap — From where in Scripture do
we see a requirement of burial? v X5 K XY vy -
[Rav Chama] remained silent and did not tell him anything
inreply. 2pyr a2 NnX 27 9mx — Subsequently, Rav Acha bar
Yaakovsaid: wwnvy N3 8%y 0w — The world has been
delivered into the hands of fools, 71ap™12,, Tamb mY wary
— for [Rav Chama] should have said: The source for burial is
the Scriptural phrase rather, you shall bury,

The Gemara shows why Rav Chama did not cite this verse:
1% % 1297 — This, it could be argued, mandates only that a
coffin be made for the corpse; it does not necessarily show that
the corpse must be buried in the earth.

The Gemara questions:

'17apn,, — Then Rav Chama should have cited the next word in
the verse, you shall bury him. The repetition of the command
would indicate that a further stage of burial — interment in the
ground — must also be carried out. — ? —

The Gemara replies:

4. Gemara Sanhedrin 46-

mY yaun X5 — [King Shapur] would not have accepted this
type of exposition. 2

The Gemara suggests another possible source:

7% 1A X)) — Then [Rav Chama] should have said: A
requirement to bury the dead is evident from verses which record
that various righteous people were buried.®7 — ? —

The Gemara shows that this, too, is not a compelling preof:
Xpbya Xymma — One could argue that it was simply the
prevailing custom to perform burial; a requirement to bury has
not been demonstrated.

Yet another source is suggested:
mwhY X 12 Witpa A3 — But Rav Chama could still have
proven it from the fact that the Holy One, Blessed is He, buried
Moses. Seemingly, this demonstrates that burial is a fulfillment
of God’s will, — ? —

The Gémara replies: . .
Ry ey X597 — It could be argued that God buried Moses
simply so that the treatment of his corpse not depart from the
generally accepted custom. Thus, we still cannot prove that
burial is imperative.
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The Gemara makes further attempts to establish a Seriptural

source for a burial requirement:
vpw xn — Come, learn a proof to this:  9x791-%3 5119y,
"IN 113R) — The verse states: And all Israel will eulogize him
and bury him.® This indicates that Scripture considers it fitting
for a corpse to be buried.

The proof is rejected:
Kymn pwns K97 — Perhaps God ordained burial for Aviyah
simply so that the treatment of his corpse not depart from the
general custom. There is no proof, however, that burial is an
actual requirement.

One more possible source is suggested:
I NG R5Y 1Y 173pY X9) v1vr &9, — Concerning the
wicked population of the town of Anasos, % the verse states: They
shall die grievous deaths; they shall not be eulogized nor shall
they be buried; they shall be as dung upon the face of the
earth.® Since this verse characterizes lack of burial as a curse, it
would appear that, in general, God sanctions the practice of
burial.

The Gemara responds:
Xy wnwre7 — The curse was that their corpses will be
treated differently from the general custom. There is no
indication, however, that burial is an actual requirement.

The Gemara seeks the rationale for the institution of burial:
% KWK — They raised the following question: mwn map
X171 RyPra — Is burial practiced because it avoids disgrace to the
deceased and his family,® x93 Dwn X - or is it
practiced because it gains atonement for the deceased?:s)

The Gemara explains the relevance of its inquiry:
nym Kppy wknY — What practical difference does it make?
X733 Ry M%7 Xpwa XY KT — A practical consequence
emerges in the case of one who declares that after he dies, he
does not wish his corpse to be buried.™  xyra mwn nax K

. N1 — If you say burial is performed because of disgrace, xb
mM3 93 — it is not in [this person’s] power to refuse burial and
thereby disgrace his family. &1 1792 mwn RN K — But if
you say that burial is performed because of atonement, i
792 KPY3 XY My — [this person] has clearly stated, “I do not
desire atonement,” and there is thus no reason to bury him.5s
X1 — What, then, is the answer?s!

The Gemara inquires: '
Y 92 52 — Why was all this necessary? Why could the convict
not simply be buried in his family’s gravesite? '

. The Gemara replies: )

prIy by yw p21p Y b — Because we have a general rule
that we do not bury a wicked person next to a righteous one,
* The Gemara cites the source for this principle:
X307 12 KK 120 RT — ForR’ Acha bar Chanina said:
P11y bYR yw 179599 PRY — From where in Scripture do we see
that we do not bury a wicked person next to a righteous one?
mxw — For it is written: wwx o™ap o v, — And it
happened, as they were burying a man, TT31"NRIRT MM —
behold they saw the [enemy] legion;  M3p3 WRI~NR WHWN
.. yw9x — and they threw the man into the grave of
Elisha...; "W537-5y op1y m ywhhx ninyya wixg yan - and
[as soon as] the man touched the bones of Elisha, he returned
to life.and stood on his feet. s This shows that God does not wish
evildoers [such as the man who was being buried] to be interred
next to righteous persons [such as Elisha].

The Gemara questions whether this interpretation of the
incident is compelling:
Rop 27 % K — Rav Pappa said to him:1®  xpvpxb xpbry
mbR gmna W Ry, — But perhaps the man was
reswrrected merely to fulfill the request that Elisha made of
Elijah, let now a double portion of your spirit rest upon me, 20

Part of Elisha’s request was that he be empowered to resurrect
twice as many people as Elijah did. — ? —

The Gemara retorts:
mY K ~ He said to [Rav Pappal: aq ' — If so,
xun7 — what is the meaning of that which a Baraisa taught
concerning this incident? 957 X5 1maty My wH by — (THE
MAN] whose body touched Elisha’s bones STOOD ON HIS FEET, BUT
HE DID NOT live long enough TO RETURN TO HIS HOME. Now, if he
was brought to life to fulfill Elisha’s request, why did he die again
just moments later?®! We see, then, that our initial interpretation
was correct.

The Gemara continues:
"IWED K3, RYR — But as for the verse lef now a double
portion [of your spirit rest upon me],  RWIRT A% NOWH 2T —
where do we find that [Elisha] indeed resurrected a second
person? How was this part of the promise to Elisha ultimately
fulfilled?

The Gemara responds:
131 12 M mx — R’ Yochanan said to him:#%  nyvy xpnw
my) — We find that [Elisha] healed Naaman’s fzaraas,®
nn3 npY Rnw — [a plague] that is tantamount to death,
MNPT - as it is written:  'nya sn K1*5x,, — Lef her not be
like a corpse., 2

The Gemara has now explained that the executed convict is not
buried in his ancestral plot due to the principle that we do not
bury a wicked person next to a righteous one. It now proceeds to
explain why the court maintained two separate cemeteries for
those put to death by different methods of execution:

PrIY YR YW aip PR 0w — And just as we do not bury a
wicked person next to a righteous one, ywn 132 PR P
5 YW1 Y¥K 1mn — so too, we do not bury a severely wicked
person next to someone who is, relatively speaking, only
nominally wicked., We thus bury those who were stoned or
burned separately from those who were beheaded or strangled. !

The Gemara asks:
ninap vaax ppnth) — But let us then institute four separate
cemeteries, one for each type of capital punishment.?8 Why does

the Mishnah state that there were only two?

' The Gemara answers:

A% MMy XA ninap ww — It is an orally received teaching
from Moses at Sinai that there were to be only two such
cemeteries used by the courts.
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5. Eretz Ha'Tzvi
Rav Herschel Schachter
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6. Ramban
Toras Ha'Adom
Sha’ar HaKevura
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7. Rambam
Sefer HaMitzvos
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8. Sefer Ha'Chinuch
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11. Gesher Ha'Chaim
R. Yechiel Michel T ukachinsky

(1872-1955)
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10. Rambam
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12. Shulchan Aruch
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Yossele the Holy Miser Buried Next to Tosafos Yom Tov
1578-1654 (R’ Yom Tov Lippman Heller) in Rama
Cemetery in Cracow, Poland

Our Rabbis teach that we should try to be like G-d. Just as the Master of the
World is merciful, we should be merciful. Just as He is slow to anger, so we should
try to control our tempers.
But do you know what is the most G-d-like act of all? Giving. When we give
to others generously, from the deepest depths of our hearts, we are, mamash, so
- closeto G-d... -

f] n the city of Cracow there is an old cemetery. Most of the
gravestones are beautifully engraved, even though they are
worn and battered by time. But one stone is unlike all the rest.
ss=a It stands alone outside the gates of the cemetery, under a tree.
And engraved on it is one single line: Here lies Yossele, the Holy Miser.

It was the year 1550. The Jews of Cracow all lived crowded together
in a miserable ghetto. Most of them were so broken, so oppressed, so
poor. Only one Yiddele in the ghetto, Yossele, had a lot of money. So you'd
think he would use at least some of his wealth to help his poor brothers
and sisters. But sadly enough, that wasn’t the case. Because Yossele was
the biggest miser in the world.

Tn his whole life Yossele never gave one ruble to help a fellow Yid.
Everybody thought his heart must be made of stone. You know, a miser
is not really part of society, especially Jewish society. One of the most
important mitzvos is giving charity. If you're not giving, especially if you're
very rich, then nobody wants to have anything to do with you. So nobody
ever wished Yossele “Good Shabbos” or “Good Yorn Tov,” or blessed him
with a good year. In fact, nobody spoke to him at all. When he went out
onto the streets of the ghetto, the other Yidden usually moved away. But
some people, especially the children, threw stones at him, and called him
a filthy miser to his face. ,

One day word spread through the ghetto that Yossele was dying.
Meribers of the burial society immediately ran to his house. Now really
it is the work of the burial society to take care of the funerals of all Jews,
whether they are liked or not. But this case was different. When the
members of the society came to Yossele’s bedside, one of them said,

el
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20. Lamed Vav
R. Shlomo Carlebach

(1925-1994)
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22. Melamed £'Hoil
R. Dovid Tzvi ﬂ-lbﬁcman

(1843-1921)
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21. Sheivet Ha'Levi
R. Shmuel Wosner
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23. Rav Moshe

Feinstein

24. Rav Kook
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