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Report Drew Barrymore Removmg
Tattoos for Judaism

FEBRUARY 14, 2013 11:52 AM 21 COMMENTS

Actress Drew Barrymore is reportedly undergoing painful laser surgery to remove her six tattoos so that she
can be buried in a Jewish cemetery.

Well it looks like she’s hterally willing to erase her past S0 as to guarantee a spot one day along51de her beau
and newborn daughter, who will be raised Jewish.

A source close to Barrymore told Star Magazine that Drew “wants to be a Santa Barbara mom, and tattoos
clash with that wardrobe.”

The source added, “She’s growing up and turning conservative,”

Barrymore’s tattoos are believed to include a butterfly on her stomach, a cross on her leg, two angels on her
lower back and a bouquet of flowers on her hip.

The Nanny - Season 4, Episode 9 - Tattoo (Aired 1996-11-20)
While Fran is trying to convince Maggie not to get a tattoo, Val slips
in front of everybody that Fran got herself a tattoo when they were
teenagers, Sylvia tells Fran she'll have to have it removed if she wants
to be buried in a Jewish cemetery when she dies.

Curb Your Enthusiasm Season 3, Episode 6 (Aired October 20, 2002)
Synopsis:

Larry's mother dies while he's shooting a Scorsese film in New York, and he
doesn't find out about it until two days after the funeral. After the initial
shock, he uses the loss of his mother as an excuse to get out of a variety
of social events. Meanwhile, Larry learns that his mother's remains have
been moved into the "special section” of the cemetery because of a

tattoo. After paying off the grave digger, Larry convinces his father,
cousin, and Jeff to help dig her up and move her to the original area he
paid for.
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The Mishnah returns to its previous topic — the idea that a transgression is committed if the court allows a

_conviet’s corpse to remain unburied overnight: .
MR 73?3 1 .N'.lJ‘] ~ Not only did [the Sages] say this in reference to the corpse of a convict, inp Ny phwn by kbR
nwyn Xb3 9aiy — but anyone who leaves his deceased relative unburied overnight transgresses a neg'ati;r;a

commandment.®  v1ianb 1mpby — However, if one left [the corpse] overnight for the sake of his honor,s
D7930) 1% 19 X%27% ~ in order to bring a casket or shrouds for [the bodyl, by 92 iR — in this case he

does not transgress any prohibition, ! '
The Mishnah proceeds to discuss the burial procedure for an executed convict:

WRIaK NP2 INIK 3P 17 XY — They did not bury [the convict] in his ancestral gravesite, navpwW Rbx

17 7935 PRI i nivap — Rather, there were two cemeteries set aside for the use of the court;  paymy ninx

1'RIN5Y — one for those who were beheaded or strangled, yp9isby 12793 Ny — and one for those who
were stoned ox burned, The convict, then, was buried alongside those executed in a manner similar to himself,
1217 Y9yn) ~ Later, when the flesh of the corpse had decomposed, ninyyy nx TwpYn — they would gather

the bones  ypipna J0IR 1133p) — and bury them in their propex place; i.e. in the convict’s ancestral plot.#n
The Mishnah continues: -
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/53 1253 1 KY) — NOT ONLY DID {THE SAGES] SAY THIS, etc,
i 13 TIVRY 127 mwh et ang ~ Rav Yochanan said in the
name of R’ Shimon ben Yochai: 1oy w21y thia nis powd ym
nyyn K93 — From where in Seripture is it derived that one who
leaves his deceased relative unburied overnight transgresses a
negative commandment? )apn Mapsy,, iy wnbn —
For Scripture states: Rather, you shall surely bury him,en
nipyn kY3 DY g N PonY 1xan — From here we learn that
one who leaves his deceased relative overnight transpresses a
negative commandment, ‘

The Gemara cites a different version of Rav Yochanan’s
statement: o .
rypny xp — There are those who veport R’ Yochanan's
statement this way: 119 13 TRY 21 DR 1Dl we MK -
Rav Yochanan said in the name of R’ Shimon ben Yochai:
TR IR e aph ) — Where in the Torah do we find
an_allusion fo the idea of butlal? ™ i3p=a,, % Tnyn
apn ~ Seripture states: Kuther, you shall surely bury

him, n9inn M 199apY v oy — From here we have an
allusion to the idea of burial in the Torah.=

The Gemara records an incident pertaining to the above

discussion: .
N aY ey b i — King Shapur® once said o Rav
Chama: "% TR 0 79035 — From where in Seripture do
we see a requirement of burfal? — ¥ RS % g K5y piuik —
[Rav Chama] remained silent and did not tell him anything
inreply. 5pyr 12 KX 37wy — Subsequently, Rav Acha bar
Yaakov said: sy K Kby "o ~ The world has been
delivered into the hands of fools, 5iap~y,, v’ b waney
— for [Rav Chama] should have said: The source for burial ig
the Scriptural phrase rather, you shall bury, @

The Gemara shows why Ray Chama did not cite this verse:
1IN 12 1aply — This, it could be argued, mandates only that a
coffin be made for the corpse; it does not necessarily show that
the corpse must be buried in the earth.

The Gemara questions:
317apn,, ~ Then Ray Chama should have cited the next word in
the verse, you shall bury him, The vepelition of the command
would indicate that a further stage of burial ~ interment in the
ground —~ must also be carried out, — ? —

The Gemara replies:
mY yawn &Y — [King Shapur] would not have accepted this
type of exposition,2

The Gemara suggests another possible source:
12y g K9] ~ Then [Rav Chama] should have said; A
requirement to bury the dead is evident from verses which record
that various righteous people weve buried,2n — 7 —

The Gernara shows that this, too, is not a compelling proof:
Mpoya Xy ~ One could argue that it was simply the
prevailing custom to perform burial; a requirement to bury has
not been demonstrated,

Yot another source is suggested:

YRS KITPND Wip BT — But Rav Chama could still have
proven it from the fact that the Holy One, Blessed is He, buried
Moses, Seemingly, this demonstrates that burial is a fulfillment
of God’s will, - ? — ’

The G\emara replies: " o o
Ry pwty &9 — It could be avgued that God buried Moses
simply so that the treatment of his corpse not depavt from the
generally accepted custom.® Thus, we still cannot prove that
burial is imperative, .

5. Gemara Sanhedrin 46-47.

The Gemara makes further attempts to establish a Seriptural |
source for a burial requivement: : “
yay xp — Come, learn a proof to this:  by9wrby o,
“inK 1131 — The verse states: And all Israel will eulogize him
and bury him. " This indicates that Seripture considers it fitting
for a corpse to be buried,

The proof is rejected:
Ry gy K97 — Perhaps God ordained burial for Aviyah
simply so that the treatment of his corpse not depart from the
general custom, There is no proof, however, that burial is an
actual requirement.

One more possible source is suggested:
Y TN 9R5Y 15T 113! K5 11w &Y, — Concerning the
wicked population of the town of Anasos,® the verse states: They
shall die grievous deaths, they shall not be eulogized nor shall
they be buried; they shall be as dung upon the face of the
earth.® Since this verse characterizes lack of burial as a curse, it
would appear that, in general, God sanctions the practice of
burial, '

The Gemara responds:
Kymyan nwrsy — The curse was that their corpses will be
treated differently from the general custom. There is no
indication, however, that burial is an actual requirement.

The Gemara seeks the rationale for the institution of burial:
¥17 Ryat — They raised the following question: mwn ryaap
i Xyvpa — Is bueial practiced because it avolds disgrace to the
deceased and his family,® s 70E TR K — or 18 it
practiced because it gains atonement Tor the deceased

The Gemara explains the relevance of its nquiry:

mm Kpy wub — What practical difference does it make?
X723 ximrh PapHT Kpva XY ey — A practical consequence
emerges in the case of one who declares that after he dies, he
does not wish his corpse to be buried.® | xya mwn myni w

. % — If you say burial is performed hecause of disgrace, X%

a9 — it is not in [this person’s] power to refuse burial and
thereby disgrace his family, s 53 mwn RRKN) ~ But if
you say that burial is performed because of atonement,
992 K33 XY K ~ [this person] has clearly stated, “I do not
desire atonement,” and there is thus no reason to bury him, s
W1 — What, then, is the answer?8 ‘
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The Gemara inquires: C
b M2 Y3) ~ Why was all this necessary? Why could the convict
not simply be buried in liis family’s gravesite? . - '
.. The Gemara replies: .
pr7E Hys v Taip ey e ~ Because we have a general rule
that we do not bury a wicked person next to a vighteous one,
* The Gemara cites the souree for this principle:
RT3 KK 129 R — ForR’ Acha bar Chanina said:  yan
PIxbyR vy 193ip sy — From where in Seripture do we see
that we do not bury a wicked person next to a righteous one?
wogw ~ Por it is written: Wi mnap om v, — And it
happened, as they were burying a man, W71 n% K7 M —
behold they saw the [enemy] legion;  “3pa wima-ni by
.. YR~ and they threw the man into the grave of
Elisha,..;  m9377by upn my yiby ninyys v 9an = and
[as soon: as]-the man touched the bones of Elisha, he refurned
fo lifeand stood on his feet, 18 This shows that God does not wish
evildoers [such as the man who was being buried] to be interred
next to righteous persons [such as Elisha). L

The Gemara questions whether this interpretation “of the
incident is compelling:
RpB 37 MY i — Rav Pappa said to himet® rpvpueh jbeyy
by iR Daweie Kemuy, — Bub perhaps the man was
resurrected merely to fulfill the request that Klisha made of
Elijah, let now a double portion of your spirit rest upori me, 2%
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Part of Elisha's request was that he be empowered to resurrect
twice as many people as Blijah did, — ? ~

The Gemara retorts:
7 MR — He sald to [Rav Pappal; % — It so, 1wy
xupy — what is the meaning of that which a Baraisa taught
concerning this incident? 3% K% b my v by - [THE
MAN] whose body touched Elisha’s bones STOOD ON HIS FEET, BUT
HE DID NOT live long enough TO RETURN T0 HIS HOME. Now, if he
was brought to life to fulfill Elighe’s request, why did he die again.
Jjust moments later??) We see, then, that our initial intexpretation
was correct. ‘

The Gemara continues: ’ o
omYp Xy, K9R - But as for the verse let now a double
portion {of your spirit rest upon mel,  RUNT MY NoYwH W —
where do we find that [Elisha] indeed resurrected a second
person? How was this part of the promise to Elisha ultimately
fulfilled? :

The Gemara responds:
Yaow w1y s — R Yochanan said to hims™  nyqy xgvw
Mmys — We find that [Elisha] healed Naaman’s fzaraas,™
nny Py Ky — [a plague] that is tantamount to death,
amy7— as it is writtens ey win RyYx,, — Let her not be
like a corpse, 24 - o

The Gemara has now explained that the executed convict is not
buried in his ancestral plot due to the prineiple that we do not
bury a wicked person next to a righteous one, It now proceeds to
explain why the court maintained two separate cemeteries for
those put to death by different methods of execution: -

Prry YR Yy panip prw ow — And just as we do not bury a
wicked person next to a xighteous one, Yy paatp i 3
b YW Y¥R 1 — so too, we do not bury a severely wicked
person next to someone who is, relatively speaking, only
nominally wicked, We thus bury those who were stoned or
burned separately from those who were beheaded or strangled,

The Gemara asks: ’
ningp vaqs ppovy) — But let us then institute four separate
cemeteries, one for each type of capital punishment. Why does

the Mishnah state that there were only two?

" The Gemara answers;

Y TRy Ky ngR W — It is an orally received teaching -
from Moses at Sinai that there were to be only two such
cemeteries used by the courts, '
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Non-Jew Buried in Jewish Cemetery
Sparks Lawsuit

A Jewish woman is suing a local synagogue for allowing a
non-Jewish woman to be buried in a Jewish cemetery.
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 YOSSELETHEHOLY
MISER & TOSAFOS

( R ﬁfcin/'lio / a'r Eacﬁ

(19251994)

Our Rabbis teach that we should try to be like G-d. Just as the Master of the
World.is merciful, we should be merciful. Just as He is slow to anger, so we should
try to contrdl our tempers. ‘

But do you know what is the most G-d-like act of all? Giving. When we give
to others generously, from the deepest depths of our hearts, we are, mamash, 5o
- closeto G-d... - : ’

n the city of Cracow there is an old cemetery. Most of the
gravestones are beautifully engraved, even though they are
worn and battered by time. But one stone is unlike all the rest.
& 1t stands alone outside the gates of the cemetery, under a tree.
And engraved on it is one single line: Here lies Yossele, the Holy Miser.

Tt was the year 1550, The Jews of Cracow all lived crowded together
in a miserable ghetto. Most of them were so broken, so oppressed, 5o
poor. Only ope Yiddele in the ghetto, Yossele, had a lot of money: So yowd
think he would use at least some of his wealth to help his poor brothers
and sisters. But sadly enough, that wasn't the case. Because Yossele was
the biggest miser in the world. '

In his whole life Yossele never gave one ruble to help a fellow Yid.
Everybody thought his heart must be made of stone. You know, a miser
is not really part of society, especially Jewish society. One of the most
important mitzvos is giving charity. If you're not giving, especially if you're
very rich, then nobody wants to have anything to do with you. So nobody
ever wished Yossele “Good Shabbos” or “Good Yor Tov,” or blessed him
with a good year, In fact, nobody spolke to him at all. ‘When he went out
onto the streets of the ghetto, the other Yidden usually moved away. But
some people, especially the children, threw stones at him, and called him
a filthy miser to his face. .

One day word spread through the ghetto that Yossele was dying.
Mermibers of the burial society immediately ran to his house. Now really
it is the work of the burial society to take care of the funerals of all Jews,
whether they are liked or not. But this case was different. When the
‘members of the society came to Yossele’s bedside, one of them said,
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Buried With Tattoo in Jewish Cemetery? — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Shavuos 2013/5773

G-d is good to me, if I meet a Jewish woman 1 want to marry, I will go
to the Holy Wall in Jerusalem the night before the wedding and write you
aletter...” _ '

Time went by, and R. Shlomo heard nothing from Yossele. But he
never forgot him. Whenever he went to Jerusalem he searched the faces
of all the people he met, hoping to see him. But then again, how could
he recognize him? Surely Yossele didn’t look the same. He probably had

2 beard, maybe even peyos. And certainly he wouldn't be wearing a big
cross anymore. So R. Shlomo couldn’t find him anywhere.

Then one day, five years later, when R. Shlomo walked into his
office in New York, there was a letter waiting for him. On the front of the
envelope was R. Shlomo’s name; on the back was written, “From Yossele,
once Yossele from Cracow, now Yossele from the Holy City of Jerusalem...”

R. Shlomo tore open the envelope. Inside there was a letter:

“To the holiest of the holy, my dear R. Shlomo. I can never thank
you enough for helping me find out who I really am — for showing me
that T wasn't ever Joe, that in my heart I was always Yossele from Cracow.
1 never met my Zeide, my grandfather, but I imagine that 1 ook like him
—1have a.long beard and peyos, I even wear tzitzis. I learn Torah, T love:
the Holy Shabbos. And tomorrow night, with G-d's help, 1 will marry a
girl ... mamash, the sweetest of the sweet, so beautiful, so holy ... who
in my heart of hearts T know is so much like my grandmother, my Bubbe.

_ “So P'm sitting here tonight by the Holy Wall —its a dark night,
there’s no moon, but by the Kotel there’s always G-d's light - and I'm
keeping my promise. I'm writing to thank you. I want to bless you to
keep being such a holy messenger. Please keep reminding all the Joe’s of
the world that they're really not Joe. They're Yossele, Yossele from Cracow...

“With love from Yossele, thanking G-d for all His blessings at the
Holy Wall in the Holy City, Yerushalayim.”

Yossele the Holy Miser Buried Next to Tosafos Yom Tov
1578-1654 (R’ Yom Tov Lippman Heller) in Rama
Cemetery in Cracow, Poland
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% You shall not eat over the blood; you shall not zndulge in sorcery and you
i shall not'believe in lucky times. 2 You shallnot round off the edge of yourscalp
and you shall not destroy the edge of your beard. * 28 You shall not make a cut
in your flesh for the dead and a tattoo shall you not place upon yourselues —

I am HASHEM,
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ypyp N3ina antan ~ One who makes a tattoo is liable to malkus.1®  ypyp k5yany — If he wrote but did not
prick it into the skint”  ana X%y ypyp — or if he pricked the skin but did not write — 2y s — he is not
liable ypypw 2i1My 7y — until he writes and pricks into the skin ~U8 17209 — with black ink,
binaay — or with blue dye, mWY XY 137 b3 — or with anything that makes a mark. ,
TRAK iAW 237 DR T 13 Tivw 127 — R’ Shimon ben Yehudah says in the name of R’ Shimon: 1y apn iy
pwi ng oW 2ipy — He is not liable unless he writes ‘the name’ there,2 033 ARN XY YRYR AN, MR
sy — as it is said: And you shall not make tattoo marks in yourselves; I am Hashem (Lev. 19:28).
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