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1. Shemos 20:12 & Devarim 5:16 

3. Sefer Ha’Chinuch 
13th c. Spain 

2. Don Yitzchak Abrabanel 
(1437–1508) 
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4. Gemara Kiddushin 30 

5. Shulchan Aruch y.d. 240:17 

6. Shach – R. Shabbsai Ha’Kohen 
Rappaport (1621-1662) 

7. Gemara Eruvin 86a 
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8. Parshas Yisro 
Moshe & Yisro 

9. Shmuel 1:24:11 
Dovid & Shaul 

10. Sefer Russ 
Russ & Naomi 
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13. Yishmach Leivav 
R. Yehoshua Shimon Chaim Ovadia 

1872-1952 
Morocco 

12. Shut Yaavetz 
R’ Yaakov Emden (1697-1796) 

11. Rambam (1135-1204) 
Hilchos Ishus 13:14 
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14. Rabbi Jacob Emden: Life 
and Major Works 

 
Doctoral Dissertation of  
Rabbi Dr. JJ Schacter  

Harvard, 1988 
 

15.  Megillas Sefer 
Autobiography of  

R’ Yaakov Emden (1697-1796) 
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17. Aruch Ha’Shulchan 
R. Yechiel Michel Epstein 

1829-1908 
 

19. Pischei Teshuva y.d. 240 
Rav Avraham Tzvi Eisenstadt  

1813-1868 

16. Shulchan Aruch y.d. 240 

18. Bach y.d. 240 
R. Yoel Sirkes 

1561-1640 
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20. Sefer Chareidim 
R. Elazar Ezkari 

11553333--11660000  
TTzzffaatt  

 

21. Yerushalmi Bikkurim 3:3 

22. Shulchan Aruch y.d. 374:4 

23. Iggeres Ha’Gra – Vilna Gaon 
R. Eliyahu Kramer of Vilna 

1720-1797 
 



Honoring In Laws – Rabbi Efrem Goldberg – Boca Raton Synagogue 

	 Page	#8	

	 24. She’eilas Shelomo 
R. Shlomo Aviner b. 1943 
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25. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 
R. Moshe Shternbuch 
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26. Aseh Lecha Rav 
R. Chaim Dovid Ha’Levi 

1924-1998 
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Calling one's father-in-law by his first name   

Q: Is it permissible to call your father-in-law by his first name?   

A: A person is obligated to honor his father-in-law (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 240:24). We 
learn this from Moshe Rabbenu who honored his father-in-law, Yitro, when he bowed before 
him (Shemot 18:7) and David when he honored his father-in-law, King Shaul, when he called 
him "my father" (Shmuel 1 24:12). This, however, is not the same as honoring one's parents. 
One is obligated to honor his in-laws, but is not obligated to fear them as he is for his parents. 
The way to honor in-laws is not define as it is for honoring parents. Furthermore, the prohibition 
to call a parent by his first name seems to be an issue of fear more than honor. Therefore, the 
basic Halachah is that there is no prohibition to call your father-in-law or mother-in-law by their 
first name, but the custom is not to do so. For example, if they want, you can call them "dad" and 
"mom" or you can add a title to their name such as Reb Shaul. In sum: You should do what 
makes your father-in-law and mother-in-law comfortable.	

27. She’eilas Shelomo 
R. Shlomo Aviner b. 1943 
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	 28. Sefer Chassidim 
R. Yehudah Ha’Chassid 1140-1217 

29. Teshuvos 
V’Hanhagos 

 

30. Igros Moshe 
e.h. 1:4  

R. Moshe 
Feinstein 

1895-1986 
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31. Gemara  
Kiddushin 12b 

32. Rashi  

33. Shut Rav Pealim 
R. Yosef Chaim of 

Baghdad 
1832-1909 
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34. Yalkut Yosef 
R. Ovadia Yosef 


