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Kabbalah and Halacha — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Boca Raton Synagogue

I1.

II1.

Introduction

a. Rationalists think they reject and are immune from kabbalah but you will see that there are
mainstream practices we all do that only have a source in kabbalah.

b. What happens when halacha and kabbalah conflict?

c. What if they don’t conflict but kabbalah says to do something that has no source in halacha?

Shulchan Aruch - R’ Yosef Karo

a. Introduction to Beis Yosef - includes Zohar

b. Incorporates Zohar such as pouring water into a vessel and not on the ground

i. Washing hands - machlokes Rosh and Rashba for reason - 4:7-11
c. Aslongas the Zohar does not contradict explicit gemara it has precedence over other poskim.
i. Beis Yosef 141 - quotes Zohar that oleh should not read the Torah with the ba’al
koreh.

d. Shut Beis Yosef - R’ Yitzchak Karo, uncle of Beis Yosef - if kabbalists disagree with gemara, we
reject their ruling and follow gemara. However, if they side with one view in the post
Talmudic debate, we allow Kabbalah to decide.

i. Tosafos (Menachos 36b), Rosh, Rashba - debate
e. Ifhowever, Kabbalah goes against gemara, we reject kabbalah
i. Beis Yosef 25 - Rejects Agur’s quotes about Zohar regarding how many berachos on
tefillin.
f. Kabbalah as primary source for a practice
i. Levi'im washing hands of Kohanim - OC 128
ii. Women not going to funeral YD 359
iii. Windows in a shul OC 90:4
g. Sometimes rejects Kabbalah, even when no contradiction in the gemara
i. Waiting between meat and milk YD 98:2
h. Magid Mesharim
i. mystical revelations played a role in prodding him to publish Beis Yosef.
ii. His work unites the world of halacha and kabbalah

Other Poskim attitude towards Kabbalah
a. Radvaz (4:80) - permissible to remove before mussaf since it doesn’t contradict gemara.
However, since based entirely on kabbalah, cannot force others.
Magen Avraham 1:4, 24:1, 46
c. Mishna Berura 25:42 - quotes Kenesses HaGedolah who endorses this attitude that it is
optional.
d. KafHa’Chaim 25:75 - if Kabbalah doesn’t contradict the gemara it is obligatory to follow it.
e. RavYa’akov Emden -
i. 1:47 - direction of bed
ii. 36 - coming late to shul
Maseis Binyamin 62
i. Follow Zohar always
Chassam Sofer 1:51
Maharshal 98
Rav Ovadia Yabia Omer 6:8
Aruch Ha'Shulchan oc. 25:29
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1. ‘Beis Yosef Introduction
R’ Yosef Karo
1488-1575
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4. Beis Yosef 141
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13. Shulchan Aruch YD 89:1

15. ‘Magic[ Meisharim
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28. Aruch Ha’Shulchan OC 25:29
R’ Yechiel Michel Epstein
1829-1908

‘ oy e e
AB ANED MNP D poen WM B Yy 10D
555 ppeen 130 mbapn nozn &y P

ot AT oy opStn DEDEem NN M
TETR m S5 WAL M ORY PDWM /D3 R
MY ORT NI En KO 93T AN Yo
hram] m Sy pow P8 oib® aawa M nwyd
SOUD pIOd H7HE L anh E'L 17379 oE5 YR
1700 DRI HRIBD Y /ma3 o O"HH /mad oL phim
EID KX DIvPN £ MM 1D ST WD B /ma3 pod
DD DWPBY BV BIBD P PRAD v Hd W3 2

D[P o

‘/,,r

29. Yabia Omer 6:8
R’ Ovadia Yosef
1920-2013

n112°0

2705 170wn AN obYY prays J7a
TN 532 DI DOMDAT NRMT 19 LW urT Tadd
QPRI W Y DYy Sw o na abhw 2w ow
S¥TT 1T NP3 van X7ehw SRTT YTRW venn L Dowwam
ST T3P 50U R SO N2 17h ovheyy
MPAT WP T by Lo7um pbwin ovng by TR (R
DA NSYRY oYY Ny ynw o a7 b
IR DRI VBRI CTWAY LG1 A0 MR ORA IR R
2%YS TIan A% TRY RT AR. MY RO IRwY nnea

WA YRAYYI 1TRRT. TV OTYRE R 77N by nbvb
(71 Ap) O nPaa P i by nonoy b7 MRD B4y TRh
M7 ppbm R amRew B amar o rnn whan owa
ANSYR TTRRT Y ONYAT MDD 70 DAY PIRY DR W
Pwows bax Xnbya 1YBRT 7Y vy Par 19% DMK 173 R’
X9 emby mbpd Ty ROR mayr X5 v nayh enohay wrpa
wIpa MIVY WOw MO AT I ,POBIT N1 IRWIT YPIRY
P2 PUOBITY MMORY WATHA RIRT 7NN DAh @ DD
T3 YIS 1Y ONATHT PRY DD A e cand by
ERT Y Maon 173 by by by see bapw b vrn nyt
Wwans own bw hnn nha dw mwdbw oena T xnbya
XM 192 and Y30 (378 LT WYIRI W) Manbi nywa
PR POBY 1% NN 1123pw Axw (X PO W ~b) ADY 732
AR VTP NPT T AR YRW 10 ovp o aeh nun b
Y YA MR bwan ¥ ovab ww e N os b
7Y ANTIY MRT 391 .90 MDA I 02 T PIMW /D ATIDNY DA
T WOR 122 poR 1DY LRRDYR TTRRT Y Pr3w b non pm
wrpa oy PM Y B ot Matow (0 nR v M)
ey b s’ nbya TeRRT v napy Phe pmohm
Jbram YrrovmRn MaT asn ol XD naRa o3 wnb ouim
SR L (7 MR BR) CHWNI DTS MR PYIX SR WRN
AN DIYE W 1Pt DM I 29 N AR 13 297 AT D7)
] mobn ma Paya matk bR ey Nnbea BT W
PEn RS 0T Yo mNUXIN DPOWN AW WIRRY PR
WY KA T 2T DRA TPIE M Dy xeaby onbyh w
JNIDoINT YY) nYbnit NI 7R UM MARY ST b3
ENEIpY WY LRI RPTYR DTN DUTIRM X7V
W T CIRD PR 1Y L(X MR D A0 QY hawn i vonyd
Dwn Wb ww amaR vanm YrTa At Mat mabn? weana
W RMYY Y pY MY 2% msam wepa Tk RYY pobn
RN YU PRAY XYM TR ara) KR? m Tian W
DRI 1PN Sy havwn L[wry .o TP D) Ypwn
wrpaw pob 1 53 oyy abaph hwona oy aw T oAy hw

Page #11




