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   I. Introduction	
  
a. Rationalists	
  think	
  they	
  reject	
  and	
  are	
  immune	
  from	
  kabbalah	
  but	
  you	
  will	
  see	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  

mainstream	
  practices	
  we	
  all	
  do	
  that	
  only	
  have	
  a	
  source	
  in	
  kabbalah.	
  
b. What	
  happens	
  when	
  halacha	
  and	
  kabbalah	
  conflict?	
  
c. What	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  conflict	
  but	
  kabbalah	
  says	
  to	
  do	
  something	
  that	
  has	
  no	
  source	
  in	
  halacha?	
  

	
  
II. Shulchan	
  Aruch	
  –	
  R’	
  Yosef	
  Karo	
  

a. Introduction	
  to	
  Beis	
  Yosef	
  -­‐	
  includes	
  Zohar	
  
b. Incorporates	
  Zohar	
  such	
  as	
  pouring	
  water	
  into	
  a	
  vessel	
  and	
  not	
  on	
  the	
  ground	
  

i. Washing	
  hands	
  –	
  machlokes	
  Rosh	
  and	
  Rashba	
  for	
  reason	
  -­‐	
  4:7-­‐11	
  	
  	
  
c. As	
  long	
  as	
  the	
  Zohar	
  does	
  not	
  contradict	
  explicit	
  gemara	
  it	
  has	
  precedence	
  over	
  other	
  poskim.	
  

i. Beis	
  Yosef	
  141	
  –	
  quotes	
  Zohar	
  that	
  oleh	
  should	
  not	
  read	
  the	
  Torah	
  with	
  the	
  ba’al	
  
koreh.	
  	
  	
  

d. Shut	
  Beis	
  Yosef	
  –	
  R’	
  Yitzchak	
  Karo,	
  uncle	
  of	
  Beis	
  Yosef	
  –	
  if	
  kabbalists	
  disagree	
  with	
  gemara,	
  we	
  
reject	
  their	
  ruling	
  and	
  follow	
  gemara.	
  	
  However,	
  if	
  they	
  side	
  with	
  one	
  view	
  in	
  the	
  post	
  
Talmudic	
  debate,	
  we	
  allow	
  Kabbalah	
  to	
  decide.	
  

i. Tosafos	
  (Menachos	
  36b),	
  Rosh,	
  Rashba	
  –	
  debate	
  
e. If	
  however,	
  Kabbalah	
  goes	
  against	
  gemara,	
  we	
  reject	
  kabbalah	
  

i. Beis	
  Yosef	
  25	
  -­‐	
  Rejects	
  Agur’s	
  quotes	
  about	
  Zohar	
  regarding	
  how	
  many	
  berachos	
  on	
  
tefillin.	
  

f. Kabbalah	
  as	
  primary	
  source	
  for	
  a	
  practice	
  
i. Levi’im	
  washing	
  hands	
  of	
  Kohanim	
  –	
  OC	
  128	
  
ii. Women	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  funeral	
  YD	
  359	
  
iii. Windows	
  in	
  a	
  shul	
  OC	
  90:4	
  

g. Sometimes	
  rejects	
  Kabbalah,	
  even	
  when	
  no	
  contradiction	
  in	
  the	
  gemara	
  
i. Waiting	
  between	
  meat	
  and	
  milk	
  YD	
  98:2	
  

h. Magid	
  Mesharim	
  
i. mystical	
  revelations	
  played	
  a	
  role	
  in	
  prodding	
  him	
  to	
  publish	
  Beis	
  Yosef.	
  
ii. His	
  work	
  unites	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  halacha	
  and	
  kabbalah	
  

	
  
III. Other	
  Poskim	
  attitude	
  towards	
  Kabbalah	
  

a. Radvaz	
  (4:80)	
  –	
  permissible	
  to	
  remove	
  before	
  mussaf	
  since	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  contradict	
  gemara.	
  	
  
However,	
  since	
  based	
  entirely	
  on	
  kabbalah,	
  cannot	
  force	
  others.	
  

b. Magen	
  Avraham	
  1:4,	
  24:1,	
  46	
  
c. Mishna	
  Berura	
  25:42	
  –	
  quotes	
  Kenesses	
  HaGedolah	
  who	
  endorses	
  this	
  attitude	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  

optional.	
  
d. Kaf	
  Ha’Chaim	
  25:75	
  –	
  if	
  Kabbalah	
  doesn’t	
  contradict	
  the	
  gemara	
  it	
  is	
  obligatory	
  to	
  follow	
  it.	
  
e. Rav	
  Ya’akov	
  Emden	
  –	
  	
  

i. 1:47	
  –	
  direction	
  of	
  bed	
  
ii. 36	
  –	
  coming	
  late	
  to	
  shul	
  

f. Maseis	
  Binyamin	
  62	
  
i. Follow	
  Zohar	
  always	
  

g. Chassam	
  Sofer	
  1:51	
  
h. Maharshal	
  98	
  
i. Rav	
  Ovadia	
  Yabia	
  Omer	
  6:8	
  
j. Aruch	
  Ha’Shulchan	
  oc.	
  25:29	
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   1. Beis Yosef Introduction 
R’ Yosef Karo 

1488-1575 

2. Shulchan Aruch 4:7-11 

3. Beis Yosef - OC4 
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4. Beis Yosef 141 

5. Shut Beis Yosef 
Teshuva of  

R’ Yitzchak Karo 
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12. Beis Yosef YD 359 

11. Shulchan Aruch YD 359 

6. Beis Yosef OC 25 

7. Shulchan Aruch OC 128 

8. Beis Yosef OC 128 

9. Shulchan Aruch OC 32 

10. Beis Yosef OC 32 
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15. Magid Meisharim 

14. Magid Meisharim 

13. Shulchan Aruch YD 89:1 
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17. Radvaz 16. Radvaz 

1479-1573 

18. Radvaz 19. Magen Avraham 
OC 1:4 

1635-1682 
20. Magen Avraham 

OC 24:1 
1635-1682 

21. Magen Avraham 
OC 41 

1635-1682 
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22. Mishna 

Berura 
25:42 

23. Chacham Tzvi 
R’ Tzvi Ashkenazi 

1656-1718 
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26. Chasam Sofer  
R’ Moshe Sofer 

1762-1839 

25. Maseis Binyamin 
R’ Binyamin Aharon Salnik 

16th c. 

24. Sheilas Yaveitz 1:47 
R’ Yaakov Emden 

1697-1776 
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27. Maharshal 

R’ Shlomo Luria 
1510-1574 
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29. Yabia Omer 6:8 
R’ Ovadia Yosef 

1920-2013 

28. Aruch Ha’Shulchan OC 25:29 
R’ Yechiel Michel Epstein 

1829-1908 


