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I. Hachnasas	
  Orchim	
  
a. Source	
  

i. Bereishis	
  18	
  
ii. Rambam	
  (hilchos	
  aveil	
  14:1)	
  –	
  from	
  v’ahavta	
  l’reiacha	
  kamocha	
  
iii. Rambam	
  (hilchos	
  yom	
  tov	
  6:18)	
  –	
  yom	
  tov	
  meal	
  incomplete	
  if	
  not	
  

providing	
  food	
  for	
  others	
  
b. Who	
  is	
  obligated?	
  

i. Shulchan	
  Aruch	
  (c.m.	
  163:1,	
  Shach	
  y.d.	
  256:1)	
  –	
  community	
  can	
  
pressure	
  people	
  to	
  host	
  guests	
  

c. Considered	
  a	
  great	
  mitzvah	
  
i. Birchos Ha’Torah (from Shabbos 127a)	
  –	
  reward	
  for	
  hachnasas	
  
orchim	
  

ii. Shabbos	
  127a	
  –	
  supersedes	
  talking	
  to	
  Hashem	
  
1. Maharal	
  –	
  better	
  to	
  be	
  like	
  Hashem	
  than	
  talk	
  to	
  Hashem	
  

iii. Meiri	
  –	
  no	
  greater	
  act	
  of	
  tzedaka	
  
iv. Chagiga	
  27a	
  –	
  today	
  our	
  table	
  atones	
  for	
  us	
  

1. Rashi	
  –	
  through	
  hachnasas	
  orchim	
  
II. For	
  whom?	
  

a. Shulchan	
  Aruch	
  (o.c.	
  333:1)	
  -­‐	
  hosting	
  friends	
  is	
  not	
  hachnasas	
  orchim	
  
b. Story	
  of	
  Beis	
  HaLevi	
  and	
  Inn	
  Keeper	
  
	
  

III. How?	
  
a. Do	
  yourself	
  and	
  not	
  through	
  an	
  agent	
  	
  (Bereishis	
  18:2,	
  Rashi)	
  
b. Do	
  with	
  joy	
  and	
  a	
  smile(Avos	
  1:15,	
  Bartenura)	
  
c. Don’t	
  talk	
  about	
  things	
  the	
  guests	
  won’t	
  understand	
  (Kaf	
  Ha’Chaim	
  5:14)	
  
d. Doesn’t	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  with	
  food	
  (Sefer	
  Chasidim)	
  
	
  

IV. Holy	
  Hospitality	
  
a. Not	
  just	
  being	
  kind	
  or	
  courteous	
  but	
  hachnasas	
  orchim	
  should	
  have	
  an	
  
agenda	
  of	
  Kiddush	
  Hashem	
  (Pesach	
  Ha’Ohel)	
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Halacha 1 

It is a positive commandment of Rabbinic origin to visit the sick, comfort mourners, to prepare for a funeral, prepare a 
bride, accompany guests, attend to all the needs of a burial, carry a corpse on one shoulders, walk before the bier, mourn, 
dig a grave, and bury the dead, and also to bring joy to a bride and groom and help them in all their needs. These are 
deeds of kindness that one carries out with his person that have no limit. 

Although all these mitzvos are of Rabbinic origin, they are included in the Scriptural commandment Leviticus 19:18: 
"Love your neighbor as yourself." That charge implies that whatever you would like other people to do for you, you 
should do for your comrade in the Torah and mitzvos. 

1. Bereishis 18 

2. Rambam  
Hilchos Aveil 14:1 

1138-1204 
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   3. Rambam 
Hilchos Yom Tov 

6:18 

4. Shulchan Aruch 
C.M. 163:1 

5. Birchas Ha’Torah 
(based on Shabbos 127a) 

What is implied? Children should be given roasted seeds, nuts, and sweets. For women, one should buy attractive clothes and 
jewelry according to one's financial capacity. Men should eat meat and drink wine, for there is no happiness without 
partaking of meat,nor is there happiness without partaking of wine.  

When a person eats and drinks [in celebration of a holiday], he is obligated to feed converts, orphans, widows, and others 
who are destitute and poor. In contrast, a person who locks the gates of his courtyard and eats and drinks with his children 
and his wife, without feeding the poor and the embittered, is [not indulging in] rejoicing associated with a mitzvah, but rather 
the rejoicing of his gut. 

And with regard to such a person [the verse, Hoshea 9:4] is applied: "Their sacrifices will be like the bread of mourners, all 
that partake thereof shall become impure, for they [kept] their bread for themselves alone." This happiness is a disgrace for 
them, as [implied by Malachi 2:3]: "I will spread dung on your faces, the dung of your festival celebrations." 

Members	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  can	
  
pressure	
  one	
  another	
  to	
  practice	
  
hospitality	
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6. Shabbos 127a 

7. Maharal  
R’ Yehudah Loew 

1520-1609 
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9. Chagiga 27a 
10. Rashi 

8. Meiri 
1249-1310 

11. Shulchan Aruch 170:5 

12. Rashi (Bereishis 18:2) 

Always	
  try	
  to	
  perform	
  
hachnasas	
  orchim	
  for	
  there	
  is	
  
no	
  mitzvah	
  greater	
  than	
  it	
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   13. Pirkei Avos 1:15 

14. R’ Ovadia 
Bartenura  
1445-1515 

15. Kaf Ha’Chaim 

16. Ahavas Chesed 
Chafetz Chaim 

R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan 
1839-1933 

Accept	
  everyone	
  
with	
  a	
  positive	
  
disposition	
  



Holy Hospitality – Hachnasas Orchim – Rabbi Efrem Goldberg 

	
   Boca	
  Raton	
  Synagogue	
  –	
  Page	
  #8	
  

	
  



Holy Hospitality – Hachnasas Orchim – Rabbi Efrem Goldberg 

	
   Boca	
  Raton	
  Synagogue	
  –	
  Page	
  #9	
  

	
  

	
  	
  

17. Pesach Ha’Ohel 
R’ Moshe Rachamim Shayu 

Hachnasas	
  orchim	
  is	
  not	
  
hospitality.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  opportunity	
  
for	
  Kiddush	
  Hashem	
  and	
  to	
  
promote	
  emunah.	
  	
  That	
  is	
  why	
  
Avraham	
  sought	
  out	
  guests	
  and	
  
why	
  it	
  is	
  greater	
  than	
  speaking	
  to	
  
Hashem	
  


