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IV.

Hachnasas Orchim
a. Source
i. Bereishis 18
ii. Rambam (hilchos aveil 14:1) - from v’ahavta lI'reiacha kamocha
iii. Rambam (hilchos yom tov 6:18) - yom tov meal incomplete if not
providing food for others
b. Who is obligated?
i. Shulchan Aruch (c.m. 163:1, Shach y.d. 256:1) - community can
pressure people to host guests
c. Considered a great mitzvah
i. Birchos Ha’Torah (from Shabbos 127a) - reward for hachnasas
orchim
ii. Shabbos 127a - supersedes talking to Hashem
1. Maharal - better to be like Hashem than talk to Hashem
iii. Meiri - no greater act of tzedaka
iv. Chagiga 27a - today our table atones for us
1. Rashi - through hachnasas orchim
For whom?
a. Shulchan Aruch (o.c. 333:1) - hosting friends is not hachnasas orchim
b. Story of Beis HaLevi and Inn Keeper

How?

a. Do yourself and not through an agent (Bereishis 18:2, Rashi)

b. Do with joy and a smile(Avos 1:15, Bartenura)

c. Don’t talk about things the guests won’t understand (Kaf Ha’Chaim 5:14)
d. Doesn’t have to be with food (Sefer Chasidim)

Holy Hospitality
a. Notjust being kind or courteous but hachnasas orchim should have an
agenda of Kiddush Hashem (Pesach Ha'Ohel)
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1. Bereishis 18

=1 ashem appeared to him in the plains of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance of the

tent in the heat.of the day. 2He lifted his eyes and saw: And behold! three men were
stahding over him. He perceibed, so he ran toward them from the entrance of the tent, and
boived toward the ground, ? And he said, “My Lord, if I find favor in Your eyes now, please pass
not away from Your servant.” - N : : :

4 4] ot some water be brought and wash your feet, and recline beneath the tree. 5 [ will fetch
a morsel of bread that you may sustain yourselves, then go on — inasmuch as you have passed
your servant’s way.” They said; “Do so, just as you have said.” '

6 So Abraham hastened to the tent to Sarah and said, “Hurry! Three se'ahs of meal, fine flour!
Knead and make cakes!” 7 Then Abraham ran to the cattle, took a calf, tender and good, and
gave it to the youth who hurried to prepare it. ® He took cream and milk and the calf which he
had prepared, and placed these before them; he stood over them beneath the tree and they ate.

2. Rambam
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Halacha 1

It is a positive commandment of Rabbinic origin to visit the sick, comfort mourners, to prepare for a funeral, prepare a
bride, accompany guests, attend to all the needs of a burial, carry a corpse on one shoulders, walk before the bier, mourn,
dig a grave, and bury the dead, and also to bring joy to a bride and groom and help them in all their needs. These are
deeds of kindness that one carries out with his person that have no limit.

Although all these mitzvos are of Rabbinic origin, they are included in the Scriptural commandment Leviticus 19:18:
"Love your neighbor as yourself." That charge implies that whatever you would like other people to do for you, you
should do for your comrade in the Torah and mitzvos.
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What is implied? Children should be given roasted seeds, nuts, and sweets. For women, one should buy attractive clothes and
jewelry according to one's financial capacity. Men should eat meat and drink wine, for there is no happiness without
partaking of meat,nor is there happiness without partaking of wine.

When a person eats and drinks [in celebration of a holiday], he is obligated to feed converts, orphans, widows, and others
who are destitute and poor. In contrast, a person who locks the gates of his courtyard and eats and drinks with his children
and his wife, without feeding the poor and the embittered, is [not indulging in] rejoicing associated with a mitzvah, but rather
the rejoicing of his gut.

And with regard to such a person [the verse, Hoshea 9:4] is applied: "Their sacrifices will be like the bread of mourners, all
that partake thereof shall become impure, for they [kept] their bread for themselves alone." This happiness is a disgrace for
them, as [implied by Malachi 2:3]: "I will spread dung on your faces, the dung of your festival celebrations."
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Talmud, Shabbos 1272 ' -
its a person enjoys in

91 19K These are the precepts whose frui  per .
AR This World but whose principal remains intact for h;qm*
i1 the World to Come. They are: the honor due to father and mother,

i ' tudy morning and
kindness, early attendance at the hor'Ase of s dy ’
i . visiting the sick, providing for a bride,

evening, hosp itality to guests, © ick,
escorting tne dead, a sorption in prayer, bringing peace between man

and his fellow — and the study of Torah is equivalent to them all.
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The Gemara now moves on to discuss the next phrase in the
Mishnah, which states:

131 1IR3 180 — One may clear away . . . BECAUSE OF GUESTS
ete. [or because of curtailment of attendance at the study hall].

The Gemara derives a lesson from the examples stated in our

Mishnah:
PO 131 mx — R’ Yochanan said:  prix nopya nhm
wYTen N3 nppwis — Receiving guests®™ is as great as rising
early to attend the study hall2s  biwn vpmi PrI7iNg 190 DR
wan v — For the Mishnah equates the two when if states
that produce may be cleared away BECAUSE OF GUESTS OR
BECAUSE OF CURTAILMENT OF attendance at THE STUDY HALL.
WHR M3 NRIYIR NP @R XyTImR e 27 — And Rav
Dimi from Nehardea says: Receiving guests is even greater
than rising early to attend the study hall. PR7IN M8R ANRT
— For the Mishnah states BECAUSE OF GUESTS first, =11J
Wy nva b nem — and only then does it state OR BECAUSE
OF CURTAILMENT OF attendance at THE STUDY HALL.

The Gemara expounds further on the virtue of receiving guests:
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greater than greeting the Divine Presence. '11 78w, 2037
1Ry RIWDR Py 11 nsyn X ok — For it is written: And

[Abraham] said, “My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your
eyes, pli’easeido not pass away from Your servant,”en
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6. Shabbos 127a

7. Maharal
R’ Yehudah Loew
1520-1609
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8. ‘Meiri
1249-1310

Always try to perform
hachnasas orchim for there is
no mitzvah greater than it

9. Cﬁagiga 27a
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10. Rashi

Having cited the above verse, the Gemara analyzes it:
Jhwa DYDY AT nng - The verse began with a reference to
“the Altar” but ended with a reference to the Table. Why does
it call the Table “the Altar”?

The Gemara explains:
MR MRy wph U e 137 — R Yochanan and Reish
Lakish both said: It is to teach the following lesson.  nvaw 1012
nyx by 1530 nam onp wimd — During the period in which
the Holy Temple stood, the Altar would atone for a person.
roy npon o Yw by wway — Now that the Temple is
destroyed, it is a person’s table that atones for him /¥
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11. Shulchan Aruch 170:5
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12. Rashi (Bereishis 18:2)

4. X3 P! — LET [SOME WATER] BE BROUGHT, PLEASE, 5% ™1 5y — by means of a messenger,’
1125 by X1 a2 witpm — and the Holy One, Blessed is He, repaid his children 7oy »1 by — by

means of a messenger,

raised his hand and struck the rock.””8

RN — as it says,

TEryhen nX M T nK 1w o, — “Then Moses
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HOLY HOSPITALITY — HACHNASAS ORCHIM — RABBI EFREM GOLDBERG

17. Pesach Ha’Ohel
R’ Moshe Rachamim Sﬁayu

Hachnasas orchim is not
hospitality. It is an opportunity
for Kiddush Hashem and to
promote emunah. That is why
Avraham sought out guests and
why it is greater than speaking to
Hashem
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