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The Gemara recounts the third incident mentioned by R’
Yochanan in which reckless action led to disaster:
N3 2990 pIP™MT KWK — As a resuli of the ifwident involving
the side of a carriage, Bethar was destroyed! wm gt — In
Bethar they had a custom  x2r m%'nm 131 »3 — that when a
baby boy was born, 1 'onw — they planted a cedar tree,
KDY %Ny xnpm — and when a baby girl was born, they
planted a pine tree. *apym Wy 131 — When [a boy and girl)
wed, x31v1391 0% 130 — (the people] would cut down [their
trees] and make the wedding canopy out of the wood. 1y xppw
1977 A3 kYN X M ~ One day, Caesar’sl daughter was
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The Gemara digresses to teach about another type of blessing:
TN 377K - Rav Yehudah said;  jonmng b B R TR P
One who goes out during the days of Nissan x,'g"'r v m
'29371 — and sees fruit trees in bloom  pn Kby T3 ik
o193 mwa — says: Blessed are You, Hashem etc. Who did not
leave anything lacking in His universe, I3V N1 i3 KM
N2 Nty — and creafed in it good creatures and good trees,
DY N2 103 MRINNG — fo cause mankind pleasure with them. i
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The Gemara elaborates on the prohibition of cutting down trees:
37 9K — Ravsaid:  myypnb oK 13 1w kY — A palm
tree that bears a kav of dates is forbidden to be cut down.

The Gemara objects:
>0 — They challenged this from a Mishnah:®  nsya xm s
¥¥R K9) — HOW MUCH produce MUST THERE BE ON AN OLIVE TREE
THAT ONE NOT be permitted to CUT ITDOWN? Y311 — A QUARTER
of a kav. Why, then, does Rav state that a date palm must yield an
entire kav to be forbidden to be cut down?

The Gemara answers: .-

passingby pooO™7T KW 130X ~ when the side of her carriage
broke. n% bwyy k1% 1R — [Her attendants] cut down a ce-
dar tree that had been planted for one of the boys in the town, and
put it in the place of the broken panel. s wvmby Yy inx —

“wenT om uxw — Olive trees are different, for they are
valuable.!?

The Gemara elaborates further on this prohibition:
k321137 K — R’ Chanina said:  ypr x9x ™3 neany 2w kb
nyay k53 xnyxn — My son Shivehas died prematurely for no
reason other than that he cut down a fig tree prematurely.™

[The Jews] fell upon them and smote them.™® % IR 1NN
1972 ~ [The Romans] went and reported to Caesar, T2 7TMm
Wi — “The Jews have rebelled against you!” arl'sj'_:g KK
~ [Caesar] came upon [the Jews of Bethar] in battle.
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Our Sages also dqclare:” “Whoever appoints a judge who is not
appropriate for the Jewish people is considered as if he erected a monument,
as [implied by Deuteronomy 16:22]: ‘Do not erect a monument which is hated
by God, your Lord. 36 [If he is appointed] instead of a Torah scholar, it is as if
one planted an asherah,’ as \Ibid.:21] states: Do not plant an asherah [or] any
other tree next to God s alfar, 38

And our Sages™ mterpréted [Exodus 20:23]: “Do not make gods of silver
and gods of gold together with Me” to mean “Do not appoint a judges because
of silver and gold.” This refers to a judge who was appointed because of his
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(22] He used to say; Anyone whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds, to what is 77T K1 E'T?g'? MWYRR 3M inpanw Y2 ik KT (2

he likened? - to a tree whose branches are numerous but whose roots are IR AN MM L TOYIn TYI PaTm oW -Il;-.r.{l?
few: then the wind comes and uproots it and turns it upside down; as it is said; b oo 1T M rorr o TEEE g R R

‘And he shall be like an isolated tree in an arid land and shall not see when good K12} 3 AR R'” A1 YWD AN, I MY oy oS
comes; he shall dwell on parched soil in the wilderness, on a salted land, romy by ‘7;1_{ 4 quin x'ﬂ nr;r’m YR 93793 00 2w AN

uninhabited.” + But one whose good deeds exceed his wisdom, to what is he A3 VYN PoYIn Iy ]’7"3'5‘? it R B ohe ats PRI atakly}a) P
likened? — to a tree whose branches are few but whose roots are numerous; "1 = %7 ' ¥ %! Yt L Sy e 25 A

even if all the winds in the world were to come and blow against it, they could WMIX PP TX 12 N128AN NIK3 DLZ'IYQIQ nm) l?; 1’7"5.5‘1{
not budge it from its place; as it is said: ‘And he shall be like a tree planted by WY oy San 5n ,om Sy anw YV TN, 0K ity

waters, toward the stream spreading its roots, and it shall not notice the heat’s

arrival, and its foliage shall be fresh; in the year of drought it shall not worry, N{ﬂ ART XY n¥a mwm Y "Ii'l:;__’l] ENE =g I\ = e e X7 !
nor shall it cease from yielding fruit.’s N mMwyn v
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Another dialogue between Rav Nachman and R’ Yitzchak:
17 e me vs — When [R’ Yitzchak and Rav Nachman]
were about to take their leave from one another,”2 b =y
- [Rav Nachman] asked of (R’ Yitzchak]: 12 1393 ~ May
the master bless me. % wpx ~ [R’ Yitzehak] said to him:
S 77 Srwmx - Iwill tell you a parable: vy 2y Y - To
what may this be compared? “2a1m2 9% o oIKY - Toa
man who was traveling in the desert, xny) py) 2y my -
and he was hungry, tired and thirsty. vy fx xym
K3 %) pping — Then he came apon a tree whose fruits
were sweet and its shade pleasant, 1PN N3 b MK
— and a stream of water was flowing beneath it. bax
by aum vems nngy »aivon - He ate of its fruits, drank
of its water, and sat in its shade. K 9% wpaym ~ When
he sought to leave, he said:  7973K "3 % R ~ Tree, 0
tree, how shall I bless you? ppiny v swmy 7 mix ox
- Shall I say to you that your fruits will be sweet? vy
'y e —~ Why, your fruits are already sweet.  ximy
%3 99'¥ — Shall I say that your shade will be pleasant? vy
A%y 39y -~ Why, your shade is already pleasant. xony
D 131 oy niak — Shall I say that a stream of water will
flow beneatk you? fnmn niaw own npx Y9 - Why, a
stream of water already flows beneath you. 9% — There-
fore, this is my blessing:  m Pyvig nivwy Yy ey m -
May it be the will of God that all the shoots planted from you
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N v — will be like you.
R’ Yitzchak coneludes his remarks to Rav Nachman:

9K T2 K R - You too, Rav Nachman, with what shall [
bless you? 9103 ax — Shall I bless you with knowledge of
Torah? pin vy ~ Why, you already have knowledge of
Torah. Wy ™17 Why3 ox — With wealth? Why, you already
have wealth, D3 139 bw3a ox — With children? Why, you
already have children. 1% — Therefore, this is my blessing:
NG PYn IRYXY ¥ 11X 51 — May it be the will of God that
your offspring will be like you. !
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O T YY BTG O3 — 1S, THEN, THE TREE OF THE FIELD A MAN,
that the word 3 functions here in the sense of “perhaps”:

'* When you besiege a city for many days to wage war against it to seize it,
do not destroy its trees by Swinging an axe against them, for from it you will
eat, and you shall not cut it down; is the tree of the field a man that it should
enter the siege before you? * Only a tree that you know is not a food tree, it
you may destroy and cut down, and build a bulwark against the city that
makes war with you, until it is conquered.
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rebr pwba wiotrs v v ~ See now,
mia yy o ke — Is the tree of the

field perhaps a man  Jumm Ywpn 02 v3pnh - that it shouid be included in the besieged town

because of you,
<wn — like the people of the city?
20. 3079 Y - UNTILTT IS CONQUERED. w11 7wy — This expresses domination,

HBY) Y7 oY 1NNy — to suffer the tribulations of hunger and thirst
: nrmwn anY — Why should you destroy it?

AR

T2 agio3 sanw —

that it should be subservient o you.*
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"What is the reasoning behind saying, ‘Don't cut down a fruit tree since it is not like man who can run
away from you? In my opinion, we have no need for all this. But this is the meaning: 'For you may eat
them and you shall not cut it down, for the tree is a man,’ i.e., the tree of the ficld is the life of a man.
This is like the usage in the verse '[A handmill or an upper millstone shall not be taken as a Rledge for a
loan,] for he is taking his soul as a pledge’ (Deuteronomy 24:6), which means, ‘he is 'faking his means
of livelihood as a pledge.'....Behold, one may not destroy the fruit tree which is life for a human being,

it is permitted only to eat from it... "
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On the same theme:
K71 19 iy b s ~ R Yirmiyah asked R Zeira: sy
wny 9% — Could the master come and teach a halachic
discourse? Y% it — [R’ Zeiral answered him:  'x3Y wim
xim1 xby — 1feel faint!"” and I am unable to teach, "m0’y
xpmxy xnbm — R’ Yirmiyah then asked: Could the master
relate an Aggadic thought? % “nx — [R’ Zeira) answered
him: 2 0K 20 — R’ Yochanan taught the following:
am3y e —~ What is the meaning of that which is written:!
rYEn vy B1sn s, — Fora man is a tree of the field?  oyxwm
KA1 1% Y¥ — Now is a man a tree of the field?l mum xbx

N7 — Hather, this verse compares a man to a tree with regard
to what is written concerning a fruit-bearing tree:'™  ypy 1n,,
N30 XY 1K) Y3Kn — For you eat from it and you m(;j no‘!
cut it down, 53 — and also with regard to what is written
toncerning a non-fruit-bearing tree:® "R e n ank,, -
You shall destray it and cut it down. W k1 — Howso? ox
K31 137 030 TRYR ~ In the case of a Torah scholar who is of
proper character; ~nnanxY ) SN unn,, — you shall eat
{i.e. study] from him, and not cut him down. b oKy — But in
the case of a Torah scholar who is not of proper character:

") YD WK, — you shall destroy him and cut him down
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fi.e. shun him).
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"For man is a tree of the field," and his branches are in heaven, for the head, which is the root of a
man, faces upwards, and this is why man is called a 'tree of the field' planted in heaven, and through
his intellect, he is planted in his place, which, if all of the winds were to come and blow, they would

not move him from his place”
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