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1. Midrash Eicha

Xox 7anisr Mpn SX vapym 2215 9777 WA a1 027 A 037 MmN
ma1ia” — R’ Yochanan said: Rebbi used to expound the verse,
A star [2213] has issued from Jacob (Numbers 24:17): Do not
read “star” (2212) but “false one” (21i2)."*  myy 72 XPY 127

RIPWR Xa% WMT MmR My K N2 p1b Y mn — R’ Akiva,
when he saw this person Bar Koziva,"* would say, “This is the
King Messiah!""*!  mawy 15y ,x2py :xn7in 12 12 021 15 mx
X3 K% 1 Pmba — R’ Yochanan ben Torsa said to him,
“Akiva, grass will grow in your cheeks before [the Messiah]
comes!nuzsl

2. Rambam
Hilchos Ta’anis

93 W DIFT AERN X3 AYYN A
PRy 03 KoY 33 XY YY MM
ST MIWRI2 D27 2

M oxIw T NI2M O°DYR A3 PR LARY W AN TY Dy Y2

Loy ,mwnT Ton KNG DIND YT PRI 92 T 51 12n 077
WTppd I3 120 99 NYIT A A 072 W 0 T3
nx1 Yna NR YO oisToinit W nuyis? [ed oP2 i

3. On the Ninth of Av, five tragedies occurred:

e by wANY :'17_3&1‘9 n Dvl?b ,13;339

It was decreed that the Jews in the desert would noét enter Eretz Yisrael,

The First and the Second Temples were destroyed;

A large city named Betar was captured. Thousands and myriads of

Jews inhabited it. They were ruled by a great king whom the entire
Jewish people and the leading Sages considered to be the Messianic
king. The city fell to the Romans and they were all slain, causing a
national catastrophe equivalent to that of the Temple’s destruction.

3. Midrash Eicha
Rabbah

mpy1 9ip Ypi :ani 121 my — R’ Yochanan said: The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are Esau’s hands (Genesis 27:22) —
DX %3 Ki37 99K Diny a3 377 0% DURMIR Yip — The voice is
that of Jacob crying because of the emperor Hadrian, who killed
800,000 people in Bethar.™®  pmy »iy ninp 'wpin nox ouines
ama by— There were 80,000 trumpet blowers who besieged
Bethar,"™!  yayx wopn abx o 15 vim ki 12 oy mim —
and Ben Koziva was there, and he had 200,000 soldiers who
had an amputated finger."*  ntiy fnx M Ty :oman 19 by
P oy e — The Sages sent a messenger to say to him,
“How long will you continue to turn Israelites into blemished

individuals?” 72 %M @b My — [Bar Koziva) said to
them, “How then shall they be tested?”  inxw m 53 11 ymx
75W KWILORA a0 Ox 13 1K Py — They said to him,
“Whoever does not uproot a cedar of Lebanon™” shall not
be written among the ranks of your army.”  nbx mnxn 15w
18201 [R3n — Bar Koziva followed the Sages’ advice. He then had
200,000 soldiers of each kind.™ w7 mannb pxyi mw myws
17200 K91 Tivon XY ormix — When [Bar Koziva and his troops]
went out to war they used to say to God, “Neither assist us nor
cause our defeat”™  ynmy ooy X XS PN NI XA
mrNixaya oiIox Xyn 89) — This is the meaning of what is writ-
ten, Are you not God? Abandon us, but do not go forth, O God,
against our legions (Psalms 60:12)."*

K272 12 "y 7 Y — And what would Ben Koziva do? it
NI 9D T AN T PRIMIINR N K092 NAK Dapn —
He would catch catapulted rocks hurled by the enemy in the
crook of one of his knees and throw them back at the enemy
and kill [of the enemy] a number of people. 21 ™mx 11 b
72 X2py — And it was in regard to this incredible feat of Bar
Koziva that R’ Akiva said thus.""

A0 19R DURITIR P ¥ m oy why — For three-and-a-half
years the emperor Hadrian surrounded Bethar,”™”  ow mim
YN pwa pioy wring ybs 11 — and R’ Elazar HaModai
was there in the city, occupied with his sackeloth and fasting,
nivt P72 awn bx ,obiy Sw iaian mix) Soenn oin ob bam — and
every day he would pray and say, “Master of the Universe,
do not sit in judgment today”™®  =imb iny7 1) nivabh —
Finally, [Hadrian] thought of returning to Rome."”  xnx
15 mx) Ixyn1 kM2 10 — A certain Cuthean came and found
him and said to him, nyayann xnbiyn X777 PRP b2 A8
a% van nx mb xnwpa — “Each day that that hen rolls in
ashes,"”*® you will not be able to conquer it. % 7 xbx
"7 X awannT 7% Tay Xax7 — Rather, wait for me, and I will
enable you to conquer it this very day”  xmaa ma Hby
¥ DRP 7T MYOR @b mmawx) xnemt — Thereupon, [the
Cuthean] entered the gate of the province™” and found R’
Elazar, who was standing and praying. wnb mmm 12y
wriea ybx 1277 mymxa — He pretended to whisper™ in
R’ Elazar HaModai’s ear. 17 320 :x21i3 725 prmx poix
DUKITIX BY XA Xbwix’ wwa Mrybx — [The people] went and
told Bar Koziva, “Your uncle*! R’ Elazar wishes to have the
province make peace with Hadrian.”™¥  ximab mnnx) nbw
'xmi2 — [Bar Koziva] sent for and brought that Cuthean.
mY nK W b My — He said to him, “What did you say
to [R’ Elazar]?”  xymab mb Hop x5 9% mx Xk px smb mx
X123 Xk Hop nx b s xax mb PRy x123 — He said to
him, “If I tell you, the king will kill me,"*" and if I do not tell
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you, you will kill me,  X%) mmama’ 8722 Xy mbupth avm bax
xnia%nT Pwem potenn — Rather, it is better that I should
kill myself,"* and let the secrets of the Roman empire not be
divulged.”*  xnpn XRHWKY WATMAYTA 920 XIM3 13 — Ben
Koziva was convinced™® that [R’ Elazar] wanted to have the
province make peace with Hadrian.™”  +pybx 11 boma
mx) now mniby — When R’ Elazar concluded his prayer,
[Bar Koziva] sent for him and brought him.  =nx mm % mx
X3 117 7% — He said to him, “What did that Cuthean say
to you?”  mynw x%xrnxa b wnb m yp ik mb b mx
o3 mb — He said to him, “I don’t know what he whispered
in my ear, and in fact I did not hear him say anything at all,
MR M M YD KR by ’ukp nibya KT — for I was stand-
ing engrossed in my prayer and I do not know what he said.”
MouR MHN3 RLWa T MY am KM 1A% M xbpm — Ben
Koziva became filled with anger. He gave [R’ Elazar] one kick
with his foot and killed him. " " mmx bip na mpxry
i Py SYy iviny by aqn Ny a1 Sk — A heavenly voice
came out and said, Woe to the worthless shepherd who aban-
dons the flock! A sword upon his arm and upon his right eye!
(Zechariah 11:17).  nmpw) Sxqen Sw 1wty nuao o 5 aax
19 Py — [The voice] said to him, “You blinded the arm (i.e.,
might) of Israel and blinded its right eye;"*® 5w yiny onb
IR 2 1M PY) WA WA vhK inix — therefore the arm of
that man (Ben Koziva) shall surely wither and his right eye
shall surely dim.” ,x2mi3 12 2 22 77a%0) DY M TR
OUKRIYIX 1215 mw xRy — Thereupon, Israel’s sins caused
Bethar to be conquered and Ben Koziva to be killed, and they
brought his head to Hadrian. 1% mbup 1xn :mx — He said,
“Who killed thisman?” 1% mnbup xax oxnm b mx — A
certain Cuthean"* said to him, “I killed this man”  :m% wmx
"% mnnxy S1— He said to him, “Go and bring [his corpse] to
me.” NI Sy K23 KDY MwK) Ry 1k — [The Cuthean]
went and brought it; and a snake was wrapped on its neck.

The Midrash discusses when and why Bethar was destroyed:
M2 13NN 0K N3 AWy MW oawt ownn — Bethar existed in
peace for fifty-two years after the destruction of the Temple."*
WIpRi M3 12N N b by n3m et — Why was it de-
stroyed"“""l Because they lit candles and feasted™ to celebrate
the destruction of the Holy Temple. 511 %) — Why did
they light these candles?  pawt v obwray popbag s
e v¥nxa — [The Sages] explained: When the Temple stood,
the city councilmen of Jerusalem used to sit in the center
of the province, w2 b pamx nxbyb jimm 0 PHo ma N
porY1a X131'%Y — and when one of [the inhabitants of Bethar]
would go up to Jerusalem to pray, they would say to him, “Do
you want to be a councilman?”"? X ;75 1y — He would
say to them, “No.”  owiiax x7ayxb mya — “Do you want to
be a city magistrate”"““’ Nb 1'1’7 "mx — He would again say
to them, “No.”  nx X100 X717 95 MiRT Xaynw7 12 a s M
% am Kaam wa — They would then say to him, “Since I heard
that you have a field, do you want to sell it to me?”  :inb nx
ny1a mb — He would say to them, “Such is not my intent. ”
mY PN 225 xnmix prSwm pana fim — They would then
write a deed, which a friend would sign,"* and they would send
the deed to Bethar to. a member of [the Bethar Jew’s] house-
hold™®  xar7 Avpy XNy Hym mppawn kb Mis 133 mx PR
¥ 331 — and tell him, “If So-and-so comes home, don’t let him

b M IR 1y mbup mibr XY 19 mb mx — [Hadrian] said,

“If his God had not killed this man, who could have prevailed

against him?”%%  »oan oy 2 X5 ox7 1oy X991 — And he ap-

plied to him the verse, For how could one pursue a thousand . . .

if not that their Rock had sold them? (Deuteronomy 32:30).%5
The Midrash describes the loss of life at Bethar:

1IN 7Y D73 O YR 1y oita i 17 — [The Romans] kept
kxllmg [the Jews of Bethar] until their blood ran so deep that a
horse sank in the blood until its nose. 2K %%m o mm
oM nyax o bt o oyax SY — And the deluge of blood
was rollmg rocks the size of forty se’ah™ and was traveling
four mil®* in the sea;"*¥

P YRR 0N TR TRIm Nom o mainpw mKn oxy — and if you
say that [Bethar] was close to the sea, it was not, for it was four
mil distant from the sea!™  nymw ouxrxb 9 mig Sim o
miyh RM2L 13 Sm awy iy '7;_: Yw iy — Hadrian had a
huge vineyard, eighteen mil by eighteen mil, like the distance
from Tiberias to Sepphoris, =2 nMmR 7 19pM— and they
surrounded [the vineyard] with a fence made from the bodies
of those slain at Bethar.™®® 35 mayw 1y 1apwe omby X5
pmapt oy 7 X — And [Hadrian] did not decree regard-
ing them that they should be allowed to be buried; they were

not buried until another king arose and decreed such regard-
ing them, and they buried them.”™  ymuw o My xpn @
VR 2NV AP TIAPY A g — R’ Huna said: On the day
on which the slain Jews of Bethar were finally afforded burial,
the blessing HaTov VeHaMeitiv, “Who is good and Who confers
good,” was established as the fourth blessing of the Grace After
Meals: = myaph umw vpm o 85w aivay — The phrase
“Who is good” refers to the fact that nuracu]ously, [the bodies]
did not decay; the phrase “Who confers good” refers to the fact
that they were ultimately afforded burial.’*®

enter his field, for he sold it tome.”  i5n: X723 RITT MK MM
XN XTI P99 XYY X723 R mb namk — That man (the
defrauded party) would say, “Would that my leg had broken and
T had not gone up™™ to that corner!”™  y1y» 3na7 X371 X737
Xnxnuos phrxa x3babn XNYN Ty ryy — This is the mean-
ing of that which is written (below, 4:18): “Tzadu” [(1y] our steps
— may the roads become desolate (Mxr1y) of people walking in
these open places (in Jerusalem);®® sy X3 "nywp a1p”
X2 — our end drew near — may the end of that House (the
Temple) draw near; ~ Xna N¥mTT Nab Ay x5 — our days
are filled — may the days of that House be filled, i.e. , completed
and come to an end. X% Mo N7 20 175 nws x‘: TN K
"p3 X9— But also for [the people of Bethar] the good times
did not last,"" for it is written, one who rejoices in [another’s]
misfortunes will not be exonerated (Proverbs 17:5).17

The Midrash returns to its description of the loss of life at
Bethar:
nOx 1A% Sy Ixym) niphn nin nixn whw a1 my — R

Yochanan said: Three hundred babies’ brams were found on

onerock; M3 WRyM PHOR Wiy Sw nisp nixn whY — and

300 boxes of teﬁllm casmgs“"” were found in Bethar, b3

nixn ywn Xy¥in s TDWH'J N2 KW XD W*?W npIm NaxX) nox

PRD — each and every holding three se ’ahs, such that when
you make an accounting you find 900 se’ahs.




The Story of Beitar & Its Message Today - Boca Raton Synagogue - Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

4. Ta’anis 29

Our Mishnah stated:
5x1913 13 1IWRY 127 0K — RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAID:
0715277 DI AR WY TN YIRS B1aiv 0w 11 XY — ISRAEL
HAD NO DAYS AS FESTIVE AS THE FIFTEENTH OF AV AND YOM
KIPPUR.

The Gemara asks:
oo on xphwa — Now, it is understandable that Yom
Kippur is considered an especially festive day, ma nix7 own
7mm ambo — since it is a day of forgiveness and pardon, on
nuinxg nim® 13 un1w — and also because it was the day on
which the Second Tablets of the Ten Commandments were
given.’  Xw1 'Np 3X3 7' Xpx — However, what is the
significance of the fifteenth of Av, that it should be observed as a
festive day?

6. Berachos 48

Having concluded its discussion concerning the zimun quorum,

the Gemara turns to the subject of Bircas HaMazon, relating how
its text was formulated:®
am 27 "y — Rav Nachman said: 131 n272 bx7w% 1pn nwm
1 0% T nywa — Moses composed for the nation of Israel
the Blessing of HaZan (Who nourishes) at the time that the
manna fell for them from heaven. y7x7 n272 v 1pn ywim
yIx% 101030 112 — Joshua composed for them the Blessing for
the Land, when they entered the Land of Israel. mabwn 17
mbwin a3 upn — David and Solomon, together, composed
the Blessing of Boneh Yerushalayim (Bui.'lder of Jerusalem).
70w @YW Yy ey Y% Sy 1pn M7 — David, who conquered
Jerusalem, composed the segment, Have mercy, please, Hashem,
our God, on Israel Your people, and on Jerusalem Your city,
with which the blessing begins, %1man nwa by 1pn mabuy
witpm — and Solomon, who built the Temple, composed the
segment, and on the great and holy House, which appears
further in the blessing.® pupn ma vnm dwa — The
Blessing of HaTov VeHaMeitiv (Who is good and Who confers
good), which is the fourth blessing of Bircas HaMazon, was
composed by the Sages in Yavneh, "na w1332 — om
account of God’s goodness towards the bodies of the slain Jews
of Bethar. xynn 31 7nx7 — As Rav Masna said: D"y inix
m713pY qna g unuw — On that day on which the slain
Jews of Bethar were finally afforded burial, 2% 3323 NpA
2wnm — [the Sages] in Yavneh composed the blessing contain-
ing the words HaTov VeHaMeitiv.") o X5w 31va — The
phrase HaTov (Who is good) refers to the fact that, miraculously,
[the bodies] did not decay, 1713p% 1Y 2wHM — and the
phrase VeHaMeitiv (and Who confers good) refers to the fact that
ultimately they were afforded burial.

ara3 W OMDI0 M3 nixe won Sz ;a1 My — Rabban
Gamhel“m said: There were 500 schools in Bethar, 0
nipin Nixg whwn ning mi XY 03w — and the smallest of
them had not less than 300 children.  Ixi2? DX :™MRIX MM
ot TR PRy ux 550 panona by oxyiwn — [The chil-
dren] would say, “If the enemy'™ will come upon us, we
will go out and stab them with these styluses we use for writ-
ing”™™ XD IR NPT MY 1) — When Israel’s sins
caused the city to fall and the enemy entered, =% 531372
onix 1721 1902 M) — they wrapped each and every child

in his scroll™ and burned them; NHx o mnwy 85
u% — and from them all only I (Rabban Gamliel™) remain
alive.  ~ 4ay wimb nbhiy wy~ myy Sy xp — He applied to
himself the verse, My eye has brought me grief over all the
daughters of my city."™

5. Ta’anis 31

The Gemara advances another explanation:

Tnx mnn 37 — Rav Masnah said: 112pY N I RnY oY
— The fifteenth of Av was the day that the slain Jews of Bethar
were afforded burial.? mynn 371 "X — And Rav Masnah
said further on this topic:  3p% AN M7 WMWY O NI —
On the same day the slain Jews of Bethar were afforded
burial, 'vwm v M upn — [the Sages] in Yavneh
instituted the fourth blessing of Grace after Meals, Who is good
and Who confers good. mmon xbw 2iva — Who is good
commemorates that, miraculously, the bodies did not decay.
m713pY nnaw M — And Who confers good signifies that God
ultimately ordained that the bodies be afforded burial.

7. Avudraham
14*" c. Spain

YT AN2 NN PR omR WY’ TS mmoveon mevpna nane a0
VPAW A372% AMNA I 1w M2 PA 1A% D 1urm 2vn nsvab

Y0 742 D MIpN M2 1dUBM MW N3TAY (X M) 19IXY HwhY PID2 Xy ‘on
a3 YW @WRY AT MY amaw ana an Sy wapn maw I 50es 12
MY M0R 7923 SUARY DPIYNT MISN IO WIRKD WO SXIWR MasT ooob
my% oxn anbar AIRwN YRS 1P W AT WY BB 1w D% amby
mD T M2 MOOBI 1271297 TY 1272 IRIWY AN [0M Anvm 27 P oomwn
20T D72 1PN TR DIPY NMYT BAY MM TY MR DIIRIN T mnyna o
373 MIPN 1PN MDA D RIAW 5 ATIVOR MPM LNKIT WA A By umm
™1 MU? MR oy 1N RSTITD oM Y maw mymw " n e by
MIPN 27 BRI DA ITI QN BT DRI NTY DA 1931w 0Y
ROD 2007 WM WA N BT T ONWDT DT pMa Y o by ™1 ouw by
2y L WNT ANPY UMY DLW ARIA 0 5Y PRI 1 WK 55 o
MN? APRY ALK KXW 1P APTIT TP MWD (R4 175 MDIT) 4102 S A0
27 BN 10T MWD RpAY 21om 2P AN HIX MImd 1P T 12 X0 Ty
*Tn annand aomd pn X2 71922 Mo 120% WIMRY Wm> 03T Ww: 03
NYPBW M3 TUSR B°RYEPT DTN 17225 MWD MKW 1R 75TIM VITPK Mt
M XPR WPN K? THANIY TP YALRD A1WA XOAW M5 TN NENM ALK 0w
D372 93RY Awhw pID2 MR BT MR 53 M3 w0 A% Ta%3 dumm
N3721 2OYRIM AN TAD NN AT RINATT 125 003 0w 130 1duEm 280
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9. Meshech Chochma
R. Meir Simcha
19% C. Dvinsk
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&. Tzlach
R. Yechezkel Landau
18% C. Prague
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10. Ben Yehoyada
R. Yosef Chaim
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1 1. World of Prayer
R. Eliyahu Munk
20" c. England

121 W2 2-871 "M ANR T3, The fourth Bracha of the
Grace was introduced by R. Gamliel in Yavne. The occasion
was the permission granted by the Romans to bury the “Slain
of Bethar.” In the heroic but futile revolt of Bar Kochba,
thousands were massacred at the fortress of Bethar. Hadrian.
*he Roman Emperor, prohibited them to be buried. Thus their
corpses were left lying in the fields around Bethar for years.
When permission was granted at long last to inter them,
the sages uttered the blessing: BB 27, “Blessed be He
Who in His goodness did not let the corpses decay (2W7) and
Who let them be huried (2'BBT)” (Ber, 48a). The Rabbis
joined this blessing to -the Grace after Meals because this is
a prayer which is spoken in joyous gratitude (RITATIOR).
Others give the following reason for its inclusion at this
particular place: When Bethar was destroyed, the glory of
Israel had sank to its lowest point, nor will it rise again,
till the descendant of David come. Therefore we connect this
Bracha with the preceding D20 M3 in which we pray for
his coming.” This connection will for all times remind us
that the future of our national destiny ultimately depends
upon G-d alone.

However, the fact that the events of Bethar gave rise
to the introduction of this 3'BBM MW7 N33, which to-day
we recite at all joyful occasions, demands further explanation.
There was a time, it seems to say, when Israel was so utterly
downcast and helpless, that even the mere permission to bury
the dead, appeared as a “twofold mercy” 3'Bm 2, and
this in our own land. The remembrance of this disastrous period
was perpetuated in the typical prayer of thanksgiving, the
1B °3, for there might be times when we do not feel at all
that we should render thanks to G-d, times when we feel
disgruntled and bitter because our wishes have not been ful-
filled immediately. Then this Bracha reminds that our fathers
were at times so utterly dejected that the mere permission to
bury their dead elicited their fervent thanks.

The threefold mention of G-d’s Kingship N9 w9% in
DAY 77D WIS, NP0 P3N, and WA 9T is an essential
part of this Bracha. It declares Him the absolute ruler over
the world and over all mankind. This idea of the Kingdom
of Heaven is like a motif interwoven through all the N7

B, it is emphasized in this last Bracha. It accentuates the
basic idea of the (WBI D373, the concept of the solicitude
of the King of Kings for all His subjects.

In this entire Bracha the blessing of G-d is kept in
the third, indirect person 191 27 W1 2-87 exactly as in the
first Bracha 1'1. In the intervening second and third Bracha,
however, we address G-d in the direct form 121 83 &M 7? ﬂ"T?.
Here G-d appears as the proximate “Thou,” _there as th?
invisible “He.” To explain this apparent inSonswtency, Ra.bbx
J. L. Oppenheim, in his ATV B0, offers a brilliant exp]:_a.natlc{n
based on the Talmudic parable which compares the relationship
between G-d and Israel to the relationship between husband
and wife. The periods of the journey through the desert, the
possession of the Holy Land and the exile, are compared .to
the times of courtship, when the bride shows mode‘st r.estramt
towards her lover, of married life, when this restraint is over-
come, and finally to the time of separation when the earlier
feeling returns. (Yoma 54a). Thus the first Bracha composed
by Moses during the journey through the desert — reﬂe'cts,
in its indirect form of address, the chaste restraint of the. brlcl.e.
The second and third Bracha, however, both originating in
the Holy Land, discard this modest reserve and a?proach
G-d as “Thou.” The fourth Bracha finally, added during the
period of destruction and impending exile, agains returns
to the more indirect, remote form of address.

12. Ein Ayah
Rav Avraham Y. Kook
20* c. Israel
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Ein Ayah: An idea that connects all of the Torah’s ways is the connection between the individual (praf) and tr
collective (kfal) in a manner that the prat finds his fulfillment within the k/al. On one hand, eating lowers a person !
the realm of coarse senses and individualistic, animalistic enjoyment. Hashem has us counteract that by preparing
“ladder that is positioned on the ground whose top reaches the Heavens,” taking us from the lowness of the prat !
the heights of the kial.

Even when building the klal, one begins with pratim, first ensuring the individuals’ physical sustenance befol
getting to the klal's physical sustenance. The next step is to bring the individuals into a national individualistic enti
that is concerned with its own survival and characteristics. When this is completed, the nation can concern itself wi
the ultimate klal, as it strives to galvanize together all the nations, as all are created in Hashem’s image.

During the time of exile, torment and dispersion cause concern for the loss of the great hope for the ultima
future, as it requires a strong leading nation at the nucleus of humanity to help improve it. Yet we may be console
with the promise that even when we are comparable to corpses, we will not lose our individual character. Hashe:
will keep our spirit alive and we will re-form toward the end of time. We will call out to all in Hashem's Name so th:
nothing will prevent the connection between the uniqueness of the individual and the loftiest level of collectiveness.

[These concepts connect to the berachot of Birkat Hamazon.] The beracha on food, which Moshe institute:
deals with personal physical sustenance. On one hand, it is enough to focus in the beginning on the individual, w
is the necessary building block of the klal. Moshe’s generation of desert dwellers prepared the nation for all futul
stages. Thus, they were sustained with the miraculous manna, which became known to all the nations of the worl
and other miracles that pointed the way to great future events. The next stage was to enter Eretz Yisrael ar
become occupied with the natural development of a unique nation, prompting Yehoshua to institute a secor

beracha. Next, the Kings of Israel built a general spiritual center for the entire nation to which the third beract
corresponds. David wrote the first part, which stresses the Beit Hamikdash's importance to the national spiritu
effort, whereas Shlomo added the piece on “the great and holy house,” stressing its ultimate goal to serve all |
humanity (see Melachim |, 8:60).

Every Jew should be thankful for his personal food, allowing him to be a part of the klal. He should not be afra
that due to exile, his unique nation is hopeless. That is why the fourth beracha, corresponding to the story of Beite
was instituted. It is a reminder that the defeated Jewish nation retained its form and dignity. This is a sign that .
some time, even in the distant future, rejuvenation will come. Hashem will resurrect our nation at the end of days &
He has the power to resurrect the dead. The bodies in Beitar did not decay and smell putrid, which is a sign that w
will be able to have a positive impact on others. Thus when we come to eat, we will not be depressed to the point «
missing the light of truth. We will remember that Hashem's grace is on all His creations and thank Him for the foc
that enables us to reach great spiritual attainments.

13. Darosh Darash Yosef
R. Soloveitchik
20" c. Boston/NY

The Rav then expounded on the Gemara in Tractate Beracho* that the
Jewish people are meticulous with themselves regarding the amount of a
food item — the size of an olive or of an egg — for which we are required
to praise God. The Rav explained that the Torah in Parashat Ekev pres-
ents Eretz Yisrael as a land of plenty that contains streams and produces
seven principal species to sustain us. Many Rishonim held that the Torah

obligation of birkat ha-mazon applies only when one is satisfied, for it is
then that one praises God.

However, the Yiddisher koah (the strength of the Jew) is to praise God
even when we are not obligated to do so. We praise God even when we
have no Temple and when Yerushalayim is not in our possession. Even if
we eat an amount the size of an egg, or even the size of an olive, and are
not satisfied, we are still ready to give thanks to God. We find the strength
to praise God even amidst suffering. In an aside, the Rav quipped that
every synagogue rabbi must take'some abuse, and yet he weathers it and
blesses God. In the same vein, even if the Jewish nation makes mistakes,
God nevertheless “shows us favor.” This is because we take great care to
bless God for even an egg’s or an olive’s worth of sustenance. This is the
greatness of the Jewish people: that we experience many hardships and
still praise God. It is also a sign in the Torah that even if we should falter,
God will show us favor.
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14. Berachos 59

The Gemara challenges this resolution:
N2 N3 2T ywn ypwt — The case when he hears that
rain has fallen is eqmvalent to the case of hearmg good tidings,
1am — and we have already learned in our Mishnah that %y
27T 29T P2 MIX NI NI — ON hearing GOOD TIDINGS
ONE SHOULD SAY, BLESSED are You ... WHO IS GOOD AND DOES
Goop. Thus, it would be redundant for the Mishnah to mention
hearing about rain if it also mentions hearing good tidings in
general. —

The Gemara revises its answer:
1R M7 TR X kD% — Rather, these words and those words
are both said when he sees therain, Xwp X9 — but thereisno
difficulty: ~n71 xnx7 R — This formula, We thank you, etc.,
is recited when only a little rain comes, X1 XnR7T X3 —
whereas this formula, Who is good and does good, is recited when
a lot of rain comes.!

An alternative answer:

R nmyaR) — Or, if you prefer, say: X2 XDXT K7 X7
— This blessing and that blessing are both said when a lot of rain
comes, XWp X5 — but there is no difficulty: ™% nwx7 X7
Xy"x — This formula, Who is good and does good, is recited by one
who owns some land,”® Xy x mY% M%7 X7 — whereas this
formula, We thank you, etc., is recited by one who does not own
land.”*®

Y g

— THE GIST OF THE MATTER is this: 11X X371 19w by — ON good
fortune befalling HIS OWN affairs, HE SHOULD SAY, 1MW 7113
19"p) — BLESSED are You . .. WHO HAS KEPT US ALIVE, SUSTAINED
US and brought us to this season. mIN 11720 5w Y1 15w Sy — ON
good fortune befalling both HIS OWN AND HIS COLLEAGUE'S affairs,
HE SHOULD SAY, 2'nim 2101 113 — BLESSED are You . . . WHO
IS GOOD AND DOES GOOD.
The Gemara questions this principle:
772 KRS mbT x9v 991 — And wherever another has no
share with him in a benefit, 3nm 2167 7720 XY — he does
not recite the blessing Who is good and does good? Runim —
But it has been taught in a Baraisa: 121 inwx 177 MY 0K
— IF THEY TOLD HIM that HIS WIFE GAVE BIRTH TO A MALE, - 0N
20w 21T NP2 — HE SHOULD SAY, BLESSED are You . .. WHO1S
GOOD AND DOES GOOD. In this case, no other man stands to benefit
and yet he says, Who is good and does good. —
The Gemara answers:

m3 oni — There too another person benefits, IAWX KPR
7213 7% XM 13 — for his wife rejoices with him, as she too
is happy with a male.”

The Gemara attempts to show that there is a case of a sole
beneficiary who says, Who is good and does good:
ynw Xn — Come, learn the proof from here: w71 X¥m »ax nn
— If they told him that HIS FATHER DIED AND that HE INHERITS
HIM, ie. his father left property that he has now inherited,
NPT YT M3 MR AYNR3 — IN THE BEGINNING HE SAYS,
BLESSED are You ... THE TRUE JUDGE, 113 "nIR K1 7ioa%n
2RI 2IVIT — AND AT’I'HE END HE SAYS, BLESSED are You . . . WHO
IS GOOD AND DOES GOOD. — ?

The Gemara answers: .
w3 oniy — There too others benefit, AYTTA NN KR MR RN
— for we are talking of a case where there are brothers who
inherit with him.

The Gemara attempts a final proof that a sole beneficiary may

The Gemara challenges the last answer:

7731% 2WRM 21T Xy M mx — If one owns land, does he
recite the blessmg Who is good and does good when it rains? He
should rather recite the Shehecheyanu blessing! 1an X7y — For
we learned in the Mishnah: w7 N3 12 — IF ONE BUILT ANEW
HOUSE, oW o3 M1 — OR ACQUIRED NEW CLOTHES,

ma ])9!‘2 NPT NPATY N2 NN — HE SHOULD SAY, BLESSED are
You . . . WHO HAS KEPT US ALIVE, sustained us, AND BROUGHT US TO
THIS SEASON. (MMM 2WA MK DNk Sw1 1w — HIS AND
OTHERS HE SAYS, WHO IS GOOD AND DOES G0OD.)"®" Similarly, if
rain falls on his land, he should say Shehecheyanu and not Who is
good and does good. —

The Gemara explains the applicability of each blessing:

xwp & — This poses no difficulty: momw mb m &7 —
This blessing, Who is good and does good, is recited over happy
events in which he has a partnership, i.e. both he and others
share the benefit, nMIW MY mY7 K7 — whereas this blessing,
Shehecheyanu, is recited over happy events in which he has no
partnership, i.e. he is the sole beneficiary.®® xuniq — And this
distinction has been taught in a Baraisa as well: 72750 11¥p

say, Who is good and does good:

ynw xn — Come, learn the proof from here: 11 maw — If there
is A CHANGE OF WINE, i.e. one has already consumed wine at his
table and he is presented with another wine superior to the first,
772% Y I — ONE DOES NOT HAVE TO RECITE THE BLESSING
Who has created the fruit of the vine anew. Dipp MY —
However, if there is A CHANGE OF PLACE, i.e. he left one house and
entered another and was presented with wine there, 772% 7M¥
— HE MUST RECITE this BLESSING again. X2X 13 {01 27 nx)
1200 2271 "% — And R’ Yosef bar Abba said in the name of R’
Yochanan: 773% ¥ WK M 0w 1Ry 0 Sy gx — Even
though they said that where there is a change of wine, one does
not have to say the blessing Who has created the fruit of the vine,
271 2107 P2 MK Hax — but he should say, Blessed are You

.. Who is good and does good.”™ —
The Gemara answers:

mj3 oni — There too he is not the sole beneficiary, 3 KX
M2 30w 1A — because we are talking of a case where there
are members of a group who are drinking with him.®?
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16. Shibolei Ha’Leket
R. Tzidkiyahu b. Avraham
13* c. Rome

15. Tosafos
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17. Shulchan Aruch
R. Yosef Karo
166%™ c. Tzefat
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