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1. Aseres Ha'Dibros

ngd spoke all these statements, ¥ saying:

2 am Hasview, wour Gd, Who has taken yeu o of the land of Egypt,  D™270°59 NI DWIOK "3 T) ey ) el ngm*‘:;}g r:;ggn ;
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The Gemara resumes its discussion about the giving of the Ten
Commandments:
Wit a1 K ~ R’ Yochanan said:  2'ngy wy -~ What is the
meaning of that which iswritten:t%  x9¥ nialann R A,
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6. Talmud - Berachos 123 |

The Qemarn discusses another segment of the alorecited
Migshnah. The Mishnah stated:
AT NTRY MM - AND THEY WOULD RECITE THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS, st ¥Ing B oM ¥uw  — and the three
paragraphs that form the Shema, which are: »HEan O Israel,”
“AND IT WILL COME TO PASS [# YOU WILL HEARKEN" and “AND
(HASHEMISAIDS  pos A n7iay vn ner — They would
then continue with the following three blessings: “EMES VEY
A7z1v,~ THE blessing of the Temple SERVICE, AND THE BLESSING OF
THE KOHANIM, '
© The Gemara discusses the practice of reciting the Ten Com-
mandments along with the Skema:
Sy X s 20 g - Rav Yehudab sald in the name of
Shmuel 32 AP wpa phoax ar — They (e the Sages)
wished to recite [the Ten Commandments] slong with the
Shema in this manner even in the provinces, i.e. even outside
the Temple®  mbun 130w X9 ~ but soon abolished them
fi.e. their recitation) Twmj awwan usn  — because of the
arguments of the hereties™

nEd vmh Ak s howen
I mﬁ I e

The Gemara supports this from a Baraisa:
i m) kD - It was taught likewise in a Baraisa: 1y
TR RNASSAN SAIY 18 MTp? wpa 191333 - THEY WISHED
TO RECITE |THE TEN COMMANDMENTS! IN THIS MANNER even IN
THE PROVINCES,  pnn nawin van othes 159w 5% — mur
SOON ABOLISHED THEM {i.e. their reuz'mom BECALUSE OF THR
ARGUMENTS OF THE HERRTICS.

The Gemara cltss a velated incident:
KT svapeh 130 A 92 12 131 — Rabbab bar bar Chanah
thought lo institute recitation of {the Ten Comwandments]
along with the Shema in Sure.  x7or129 1% 4K ~ Rav Chisdy
saidtohim:  pown nmyanuonothuanza ~ But they already
aholished their recitation once belora because of the argunights
of the heretics! How can you consider reinstituting i1?

A similar incident:
SYTVIE TIWIENY 129 K ~ Ameimar thought to institute
recitation of {the Ten Commundments] along with the Shema in
Nehardea. w37 % = ~ Rav Ashi said to him: a3
[E e o mbes - But they already abolished their
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10. R’ Moshe Feinstein
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7. Rashi

9. R’ Eliezer Waldenberg
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8. Teshuvos Ha’'Rambam
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15. Tanya—Chp. 20
R’ Shneur Zalman of
Liadi
(1745-1812)

1t 15 well known that the commandment and admonition concermning idolatry,

“Commandment” refers to the positive commandments, and
*sdmonition” to the probibitions,
which are contained in the first commandments of the Decalogue—-" am” -
and "You shall not have any other gods,” comprise the entire Torah.

The first two commandments deal with one topic: the negation of
idelatry in all its forms., The proclamation “T amn the Lord your Ged”
is the general pegation of the existence of idolatry, and *You shall not
have any other yods” is the explicit prohibition of its worship. But
beyond this particular meaning, these two commanduents include
within themselves the entire Torah.

For the commandment "1 am® contains all the 248 pasitive precepts,

All of the positive commuandments are the way to be connected to
the very self of God until He beesmes “the Lord your God.”

while the commandment *You shall nat have® contains all the 365
prohibitions.

Every teansgression is a form of idolatey, Al times, this is clear-cus,
and al others, murky. At times, 8 Lransgression results from conscious
sehellion; ut other times, from a spivit of folly that persuades a person
that what he is dolng is not quite idolatrons, that he remaing & good
Tesv still attached to sanctity. If one were to experience, in its [ull
poignancy and clarity, the truth of “T am the Lord your God” and “You
shall not have any other gods,” one would never be able to sin. This
truth is expressed in the statenient of the suges that “when a person
grows angry, It is as though he is worshiping idols™ An angry person,
ke any other transgressos, has established bis ego s the determining
facior of reality; “L want!” “t deserve!” We face a choice between our-
selves and God, Bither “1 have created myself)” and I do ol that my
heart desires, ot God is the Creator and King of the Usiverse, and [

14., Ohr H3'Chaim
Ha’Kadosh
R’ Chaim b. Attar

(1696-1743) |

e a A IR p e ) = Mt M b
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551 0 AT NDY L A s N 20 Y o
=5 T N7 DI upew 19 N M e o
P Thoen O BE DTRED e B 1Y
MO TRN? TR M MY BT RAA (1o
TAY NP RN SR TR MY Py AEpa
BT R W0 N1 73R R DN D3 T
AN Enm b MY TR pon oOWh KoL
BN RS AR Ty o e e I A
WY KON ST N O 9n P NI

16. Commentary of

R’ Adin Steinzaltz

cornneet 1o Hi, knowing that [ cannot disengage syyself from Him
ab any tinse and under any clreumstances.

These commandments are thus meaningfol not only in theiy nar-
row putview of idolatry but in the greater realm of Jeseish existence.
Thus, they function as the basis of all the commarndments, positive
and negative, in all the pathways of ane's life,

That s why we heard only " am” and “You shall not have” directly from the
Almighty, a5 our Sages say,”

The Jews heard the frst two of the Ten Commandments directly
fram God's mouth and not through the agency of Moses.

*Because these bwo are the sum-total of the whole Torah”

A person who completely avcepts "L am the Lord your God” and
“You shall nal have any other gods” accepts the entire Torah. Bvery
thing in the Tarab i nothiog but 3 detailed delineation of how 1o ding
toy Gond {1 am the Lord your God”) and how to refrain from idolatry
(Yo shall not have any other gods™). Therefore, every Jew had 1o
hear these commandments directly from God with no intermediary,
s0 that these precepts would constitute the prinal and divect basis for
his existence as a Jew.

The suthor now addresses a somewhat tangenstial point, as he turps
from discossing the worship of God to & discourse o conceptual
understanding,

Page 4
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17. Ramban commentary on Rambam

Sefer Ha'Mitzvos
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18. Rambab

Parshas Yisro

Ay e My - This Statement? constitutes o positive commuandment.? o1 218 R
T 3 AT WY BMKR T e - [God) said, 97 em Hasemy by which He instructed and
commanded [the Israelites] thal they should know and belleve that Hashem exists, X
ans eerhy - and the next expression, your God, tanght them to heliewn that He is theiv God,
ton vz Yo g s e v smiba — That i, they are Lo believe that there da 8 God Who
exists, Who is the original Being, Le., He predates a1 other beings, from Whom everything else
e xhowt only through His volition and power,  imik Yoy wouy by on it gy and they
are aleo o beliove that “He is their God,” meaning that they ara obligated to serve Him.®
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20. Maharal

Tiferes Yisroel Chp. 27
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19. R’ Avraham Ibn Ezra

(1092-1167) Spain
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21. Kuzari

R’ Yehudah Ha'Levi (1075-1141) Spain
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CLOIN MAn

25 (1] The Rabbi suid: "This is exactly the way | responded 1o you |
when you first made your inguiry. This is also how Mases st spoke |
with Pharagh when he told bim that the “God of the Flebrews' had send
Bim 7 Moses referred to God as the God of Abraham, [saac, and Jacob,
because i was well-known amangst the nations of that time that God
bl communicated with these men, guided them, and performed mira-
cles for them. Note that Moses did sul say that the *Gad of heaven and
earth’ bad sent him, nor did he refer 10 Him as ‘He wha created us all.”
Similarly, when God first spoke 1o the Jewish people [at Mount Sinai)
He declared, T ama the Lord your Ged Who ook you out of Bgyp>H
and nat 7 am the Creator of the Universe and your Creator”

121 “This is how 1 started to respond when you asked me about my
faith. T answered what 1 and the rest of the Jewish peaple are obliged to

hedieve based on our fitst-hand encounter with God fat Moot Siostl
We have passed down this aceount, without interruption, from genera-
tiom to gereration, and s even tocday @t is as il we are gyewitnesses w
the svent.” '

26 The Kuzari said: I this is sa, il would seem that your Torah was
anly given to you Jews, and no ane glye is bownd by it”

39 The Rabbi said: “You are right, but non-jews wha wigh 1o adhers 1o
th: “Tosrah will still be rewarded as we are, just not to the same degree,
il the requitement to follow the Torah were based on the fact that God
created us, then all people—white and black alike—would be abliged 1o
fallosw it, Rather, we Jews are cbliged to follow the Torab because God
rook us out of Fgypl and attached His glory Lo s Gl chied Liils spectfi-
cally for us, as ves are koown us the ‘chaicest of all mankind "™
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